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Khém péing-x€ trong bon dom vai bong hoa nhé. Bat da kho lai. Nhwng vé
ryc r& cla teng dwong nét trén nhitng cdnh hoa thi van con ven nguyén.
Tuy pang-xé khong phai giéng hoa noi bat nhung c6 1€ ddy mdi chinh la
di€m manh thwc sy ctia ching. Ayane dwa mét nhin ra ban cong bén ngoai
ctra kinh, nghi bung 14t ntra phai twdi luén ma’y chiu hoa khac.

“Em ¢6 nghe anh n6i khong da’y?” Cau hoi ca't Ién tir phia sau lwng ¢6.

Ayane quay lai, n& nu cuwoi that twoi.

“Em dang nghe ma. Em vin nghe sudt diy chiz.”

“Vay ma em phan trng chAm nhi?” Yoshitaka vin ngdi yén trén ghé” so-
pha, d4o vji tri d6i chan dai dang bét tréo nhau. Anh hay than thé minh sip
khong mac noi may chi€c quan co nhd nén du ca't cong di tdp gym, co vé
anh van chi y d€ co bip khong qua ndy né & chan va quanh hong.

“Em chi hoi lor dénh chit thdi.”

“Lor @&nh? Khong gidng em 14m nhi.” Yoshitaka nhirdng mot bén 16ng

may dworc cat tia can than.



“Tai em ngac nhi€n qua 8y ma.”

“Th€ sao? Chaamg phai em biét rd nhirng k& hoach trong cudc doi cua
anh a?”

“Chuyén d6 thi, em cling twedng minh da hi€u.”

“Em dinh n6i gi?” Yoshitaka hot nghiéng dau. Thai d§ binh tinh. Nhuw
the€ mudn ndi chuyén dé véi anh chéng c6 van dé gi. Ayane khong r6 li€u
c6 phai anh chi dang dién hay khong.

Co6 thé dai r'oi lai nhin thflng vao khuén mat ra't dep cua anh.

“Pd1 voi anh viée d6 quan trong dén thé a?”

“Viéc d6?7”

“Thi... 1a chuyén con cdi.”

Nghe viy Yoshitaka n& nu cwoii khG nom nhw mia mai, anh nhin sang
hudng khdc roi méi quay lai véi anh mét cd.

“Tw ndy t&i gio em nghe nhirng gi vay?”

“Chinh vi nghe nén em m&i hdi ma.”

Thay Ayane nghiém khic nhin minh, Yoshitaka ciing tr& lai vé nghiém
tic. Anh twr ton gat dau.

“P¢ la viéc quan trong. Anh luén nghi con cdi la khong the thi€u trong
cudc doii minh. Néu khong ¢6 con thi ban than doi s6ng hon nhan cling
ching c6 ¥ nghia. B&i vi tinh yéu nam nit 1a thit s& tiéu bién theo thdi gian.
Séng voi nhau cdt d€ xay dyng céi goi la gia dinh. Pan 6ng va dan ba két
hén, trrd'c hét tré thanh ch'éng va vo. Sau d6 ¢6 con roi tré thanh cha va
me. Chi d&n lic d6 m&i c6 the trd thanh ban doii. Em khong nghi vdy sao?”

“Em thi ngh d6 khong phai la tdt ca.”

Yoshitaka 1§c dau.



“Anh nghi th&” ddy. Anh tin vao diéu d6 va khong dinh thay doi niém tin
ctia minh. Va né€u da vay thi khong ly nao lai duy tri cudc so6ng chfmg the’
mong doii nhirng dira con.”

Ayane day day thai dwong. C6 thdy dau dau. bén ca trong mo’ ¢d ciling
chwa tirng nghi s€ phai nghe nhirng chuyén nay.

“Rot cude 1a nhw vay a? Nguoi phu nir khéng the sinh con thi cling chi
la thee v6 dung. Th& nén, phai nhanh chéng bd di va d6i qua mdt nguoi
khéc c6 kha niang sinh san... Chi thé thoi sao?”

“Em néi qua 1o r'6i.”

“Nhwng dai loai la theé” dung khong?”

Khong biét c6 phdi do giong diéu clia Ayane gay gt hon hay khong ma
Yoshitaka ng'61 thezlng ddy. R'61, anh nhiu may va gat dau mdt céch do du.

“Néu em ép anh phai néi, thi c6 1€ ding 1a nhw vay. Tém lai anh ludn coi
trong nhirng k& hoach cudc doii ma minh da dinh ra. C6 thé néi anh wu tién
chiing hon ba't c diéu gi.”

DPo6i m6i Ayane chot gidn ra. Tt nhién cd thye sy khong mudn cuoi.

“Anh thich may tw d6 nhi. Coi trong nhirng k& hoach cudc doi... Lan
dau gap nhau anh ciing n6i diéu dé trede nhat.”

“Nay Ayane, tom lai em con gi bdt man nao? Em da c¢6 moi thr em
mudn ma. TAt nhién, né€u em van con nguyén vong gi thi ctr néi. Viéc gi
lam duwoc anh s& 1am. Ping lo 1dng khdng dau nita, nghi vé cudc sdng mdi
di. Hay 1a em c6 lga chon nao khac?”

Ayane r&i méit khdi anh, nhin vé phia bitc twong. Trén twong treo birc
tham rdng khoang mot mét. C6 da ma't 3 thang d€ hoan thanh né. Pi€m dic

biét 1a co st dung loai vai dit mua tir nwde Anh.



Ching can Yoshitaka phai néi. Chinh ¢6 cling mo’ wée ¢6 con. Ao wde
bi€t bao c6 ngay dwoe ng6i trén ghé€ bap bénh khau ghép vai va nang niu
cai bung ngay mot 1n dan.

Nhwng ¢6 phai 6ng trovi tréu ngwoi nén ¢d khong dwoe ban cho kha nang
Ay? C6 tir bd hy vong, chdp nhan ring khdng con cach nio khéc va tiép tuc
song. Ayane ctt tin minh van c6 the vun dip mdi quan hé v&i Yoshitaka.

“Anh a, em hoi anh mot chuyén dwgc khong? Du ¢6 1€ diéu do chealng co
nghia 1y gi v&i anh.”

“Chuyén gi thé?”

Ayane xoay ngwoi vé phia anh, hit mot hoi thét sau.

“Con tinh yéu anh danh cho em? Bay gio’ thé nao ro6i?”

Yoshitaka hoi khyng lai nhw bi ba't ngo, nhwng chi trong thoang chdc
d6i moi anh lai gian ra thanh nu cwoi nhw trwede.

“Khong cé gi thay doi,” anh néi. “Anh c6 the kh?ing dinh diéu d6. Tinh
cam cua anh khong h€ khac di.”

V&i Ayane, nhitng 161 &y nghe that doi trd. Nhwng ¢d vAn mim cuoi.
Khong cwoi thi biét lam gi day?

“Vay thi tot qua,” c6 noi.

“Pi thoi,” Yoshitaka ba't ngo’ quay lung, di vé phia ctra ra vao.

Ayane vira budce theo anh, vira dwa mét vé phia ban trang diém. C6 nghi
dén ddm bot mau tring gidu trong ngin kéo dwdi cling bén phai. Pdm bot
dwoc dyng trong tdi ni-16ng thit chit.

C6 nghi minh chi con cich dung thir d6. Trwd'c mat ¢6 khong con anh
sdng ntra r'oi.

Ayane nhin ddm dam vao lwng Yoshitaka. Anh, hwong vé tim lung &'y,



cO goi tham trong da.
Em dd yéu anh bdng cd trdi tim. Nhwng nhitng loi anh néi gio* lai xuyén

vao tim em. Nén anh hdy chét di. ..



Wakayama Hiromi c6 cam giac hoi la khi nhin thay dang vé cia vor ch'ong
Mashiba vwra tir tAng hai budc xuéng. Ca hai déu cuoi nhwng ¢6 the thay
ho chi c& td ra twoi tin. Cam gidc nay dic biét 16 rang & Ayane. Nhung
Hiromi tranh khong héi han. C6 e ngai minh s€ pha vor di€u gi do.

“Pa d€ cd phai cho roi. Ikai lién lac chwa?” Yoshitaka hdi. Giong diéu
c6 phan clrng nhéc.

“Vwra ndy anh 8y ¢6 goi dién. Khoang ndm phiit nira ho sé ¢ mat.”

“Vay ta chuan bi m¢& sam-panh thoi nhi?”

“P&em lam.” Ayane chot 1én ti€ng. “Hiromi sdp x&p giim cd maYy chiéc
ly nhé.”

“T61 cing giup mot tay.” Yoshitaka noi.

Sau khi Ayane di khuat vao b&p, Hiromi m¢& ctra ta dung ly c6c k€ sat
twong. Co nghe n6i mén d6 ndi tha't ki€u co nay cé gia gan 3 tri€u yén. Tat
nhién, nhirng thir bay bén trong toan la hang cao cap.

Co can than 18y ra ba chi€c ly Baccarat va hai ly Venetian. Nhan vat



chinh sé dung ly Venetian, d6 1a thong 1€ ¢ gia dinh Mashiba.

Yoshitaka bit dau trdi 5 mi€ng vai 16t dia 1én ban in rong dd cho 8
ngwoi ngoi. Anh di quen voi nhirng bira ti€c tai nha. Hiromi ciing biét ro
trinh ty sdp xé&p.

Hiromi xép ly udng sdm-panh 1én trén vai 16t ma Yoshitaka vira trai. C6
nghe thdy ti€ng nuwdc chay vong ra tw bép.

“Anh n6i chuyén gi v&i ¢6 gido vay?” Hiromi khé héi.

“Khong cé gi.” Yoshitaka tra lo:i ma khong nhin ¢6.

“Anh n6i roi a?”

bén day, Tan dau ti€n Yoshitaka nhin Hiromi. “No6i gi co?”

Thi, cd vwa cat loi thi dién thoai ctra d0 chudng.

“Chéc ho dén dd’y,” Yoshitaka goi v&i vé hudng nha bép.

“Xin 16i anh, em dang d& tay. Anh ra mé cira gitip em v&i.” Ayane ddp
lai.

Anh biét rdi, Yoshitaka néi roi lai gan chiéc mdy dién thoai gin trén
twong.

Mucoi phit sau, tdt cad da ¢6 mat va ng'di quanh ban. Khudén mat ai cling
teoi cwoi. Hiromi nhan thdy moi ngwoi déu c6 td ra thoai mai, da d€
khong lam xdo tron bau khong khi dé chju. Co thwong tw hdi minh can lam
gi d& hoc dworc 161 cw xit 4y. D6 khong the 1a t& cha't s&n ¢é. Hiromi biét,
Mashiba Ayane da hoa nhap duoc véoi khdong khi nay sau khoang mot nam.

“Tay nghé nid'u nwdng cla Ayane van tuyét that dd’y. X6t marinade
thwong khdng dac lai dwgc thé nay dau.” Ikai Yukiko ca't 1oi khen ngoi khi
gidp mdt miéng cé tuy&t. Chuahn bj 1o khen cho tirng mén #n ludn 12 nhiém

vu cua co.



“Em thi toan dung loai x0t ddt mua qua mang.” Anh chong Ikai
Tatsuhiko ng'6i bén co6 tiép loi.

“Anh that qua dang. Cing c6 luc em ty lam ma.”

“X6t aojiso chir gi. Em thi chi ¢6 mén &y thoi.”

“Khong dwoc a? Ngon ma.”

“T6i thich xdt aojiso 14m.” Ayane néi.

“Ngon ding khong? Con t6t cho strc khoe nira chir.”

“Ayane dung bénh c¢6 &y ntra. Horng 1én thi cd &y ddm cho x4t aojiso
vao cad mon bit t€t day.”

“Q, c6 vé ngon da’y. D& T4n t&i em 1am thi.”

Nghe Yukiko néi, moi ngwoi bat ceoi con Ikai thi nhan mat.

Ikai Tatsuhiko 1a luit sw. Hién anh dang 1am ¢& van cho mdt s§ cong ty.
Cong ty ma Mashiba Yoshitaka diéu hanh 1a mét trong s& d6, nhwng anh
khong chi ¢6” van ma con tich cyc tham gia vao viéc kinh doanh. Nghe néi
Ikai va Yoshitaka cing tham gia mot cau lac b6 thoi sinh vién.

Ikai 187y chai regru te x6 wop lanh, dinh rét thém vao ly ctia Hiromi.

“Khong, em du roi.” Co dat tay 1€n miéng ly.

“Th& a? Anh tedng em thich rwou?”

“Em thich, nhung em van con. Cdm on anh.”

Unm, Ikai gat dau roi quay sang rét reou trang vao ly clia Yoshitaka.

“Em khong khoe a?” Ayane quan tam.

“Khong, em khong sao a. Dao nay em udng hoi nhiéu, tai hay di an
nhiu voi ban be...”

“Thich nhi, ding la tudi tré.” Sau khi rét regru cho Ayane, Ikai li€c nhin



vo roi dwa chai regru vE ly ctia chinh minh. “Yukiko cling tam thoi kiéng
reou, thé'1a t61 nay c6 ban roi nhé.”

“Sao, kiéng rioru a?” Yoshitaka hoi, ban tay dang cam dia dwng lai. “D6
cling la vi€c nén lam da’y nhi.”

“Bé&i vi sira me 12 ngudn dinh dudng cho con ma.” Ikai lac ly rwowu trén
tay. “Stra me ma c6 con thi khong dworc.”

“Vay ¢6 phai kiéng khem bao 1au?” Yoshitaka hoi Yukiko.

“Béc sin6i la khodng mot nam a.”

“Mot nam rwei.” Ikai stra lai. “Hai nam cling dwoc. Ma thoi, hay 1a em
nhan th€ bd reoru ludn di.”

“Anh a, nhiéu ndm nubi day con vat va dang cho dgi em phia truedc
da’y. Bén ca regu 1a moén yéu thich ma cling khong cho udng thi em khong
the’ voeot qua dwore dau. Hay 1a anh nu6i con gitm em? Né&u vay thi em ¢6
the’ xem xét.”

“Purore roi dwore roi. Sau mot ndm nwra thi em mudén uéng bia hay reou
cling dwore. Nhwng vira phai thoi day.”

“Em biét r6i,” Yukiko phiing ma hon ddi roi lai twoi tn ngay, vé mit cd
tran ngdp hanh phic. V&i ¢6 lic nay, khong c¢é gi vui hon nhirng cudc cai
co nhw th& v&i chong.

Ikai Yukiko vira sinh con hai thang tredec. D6 1a dira con dau 1ong ma hai
vo chdong rat mong dgi. Nam nay Ikai 42 tuoi va Yukiko 35 tuoi. Ho lién
tuc nd1 minh da vé dich an toan.

Budi hém nay la btra tiéc mwrng em bé ra doi danh cho ho. Yoshitaka dé

xua't va Ayane ti€n hanh chuan bi.

“T61 nay hai ngwoi d€ con cho dng ba a?” Yoshitaka héi vor ch'ong Ikai.



Ikai gat dau.

“Me tdi bao ctr thong tha di choi. Ong ba dw stc chim séc chdu dau vao
d6, ba hiing hdi 1dm. C6 bd me & gan rat tién cho nhitng dip th& nay.”

“N6i that 1ong thi em vAn c6 doi chiit lo 1ing. Ba hoi cit hay ban tim qué
mirc. Em van nghe ban beé ndi, néu con khéc mot chit thoi thi cir ké cling
dworc.” Yukiko nhan may.

Nhan ra ly cua c¢6 khong cé gi, Hiromi nhom day.

“Da... em di 18y nwdc nhé.”

“Trong tu lanh ¢6 nwdc khodng, em ¢ mang ca chai ra.” Ayane noi.

Hiromi vao b&p, mé ti lanh. Th lanh khong I'6 hai cdnh, dung tich chic
phai t&i 500 lit. Mat trong canh ctra x€p mot day chai nwdc khoang. Co 18y
ra mot chai. Vira déng ti lai va dinh quay vé chd ngdi thi cd bét gip 4nh
nhin ctia Ayane. Miéng Ayane ctr ddng nhw dang néi cdm on.

“Chéc hén c6 con 1am cudc song thay d6i 18m nhi?” Yoshitaka héi.

“Chwa néi dén cong viéc, gio' cudc s6ng mdi ngdy déu xoay quanh
thing bé.” Tkai dap.

“Pau con cach nao khac. Hon nira dau phai 1a khdng lién quan t&i cong
viéc nhi. C6 con s& lam nay sinh cdm gic trdch nhiém va mudn nd lyc hon
hin so v&i trede ding khong?”

“Piéu do thi ding that.”

Ayane nhan chai nwéc tir Hiromi va bit dau rét vao cdc cho tirng nguwoi.
Miéng ¢ hoi mim cuoi.

“Con hai nguoi thi sao? Ciing dén lic r'oi con gi?” Ikai nhin Yoshitaka
va Ayane. “K&t hon dwoc mot nim roi ding khong? Chéc cling chan cude

sdng chi ¢6 hai ngwoi r'oi chr?”



“Anh.” Yukiko v0 nhe vao vai ch'ong nhw khé trdch. “Dung néi linh
tinh.”

“f]’, mdi ngwoi mot khac nhi.” Ikai cwoi chira then, udng can ly roi
hwéng 4nh méit sang Hiromi. “Con Hiromi th& nao? Khdng biét tdi hoi diéu
nay c6 vo duyén qua khong. Chuyén 1¢p hoc &y. Thuan lgi ch?”

“Vang, gio’ thi cling 6n a. Du nhiéu khi em van boi 161.”

“Vay la hoan toan giao viéc cho Hiromi r'6i a?” Yukiko hoi Ayane.

Ayane giat dau.

“T6i chang con gi d€ hwdng din cho Hiromi nita roi.”

“Q, gidi qué nhi!” Yukiko nhin Hiromi mét c4ch than phuc.

Hiromi hoi mim cudi roi cup mét xudng. C6 khong tin vor chong Ikai
thwc sy quan tdm dé€n cong viéc ciia minh. C6 1€ ho chi nghi 1a d€ mot co
g4i ngdi an xen gira hai cdp vor chong ma khong dwoc quan tdim mot chut
thi ho'1 ddng thwong.

“Phai r'6i. T6i ¢6 qua cho hai ngwoi ddy.” Ayane dirng diy, nha'c 1én mot
chiéc tui gid’y 1on tee géc khué't cua chiéc so-pha.

N0 déy. Nhin thir ¢6 vwra 187y ra, Yukiko thdt 1én kinh ngac mot cach qua
murc can thi€t va dwa hai tay che miéng.

D6 1a mot tAm ga trai giwong ghép vai. Nhung nhd hon nhiéu so voi
kich c@ thong thwong.

“T6i nghi ¢6 th€ dung lam ga trdi giwong cho em bé,” Ayane néi. “Dén
lic khdng can giwong tré em nira thi d€ 1am tranh trang tri cling dwgrc.”

“Pep tuyét. Cam on nhé, Ayane.” Yukiko té ra vé cling cam dong, tay
si€t chat vién t&m khau ghép vai. “Toi s€ can than gitt gin né. Cam on cd

ra't nhiéu.”



“Moén nay ding 13 tuyét tdc con gi. Chic phai mat nhiéu thoi gian cho
né 14m nhi?” Ikai nhin Hiromi nhu cho doi sy ¢ong thuén.

“Cod mat khoang nira nam didng khong a?” Hiromi xac nhan v&i Ayane.
Hiromi ciing bi€t phan nao vé qua trinh lam ra san pham nay.

Bao ldu nhi? Ayane git gu. “Du sao thi t6i cling mwng 1a chi thich n6.”

O, Tkai tron méit. C6 vé anh that sy ngac nhié€n, vé mat nhe muén néi
mon do chi la dung vdi ghép lai thoi ma.

“Cd Ay tam huyét v&i né 1dm.” Yoshitaka néi. “K& ca nhitng hom toi
nghi & nha cling thd’y cd &y ngoi trén cai ghé& kia miét mai ting dwong kim
mili chi. Sudt ca ngay ludn. Tdi nhin ma kham phuc.” Anh hi't cdm chi cdi
gh€ s0-pha trong phong khach.

“That may vi da kip xong.” Ayane nheo mét cuwdi, khé néi.

Sau btra an, ho di chuyén ra s6-pha, h6i dan 6ng udéng whisky v&i nhau.
Yukiko n6i mudn dung thém ca phé nén Hiromi dinh quay vao bép.

“P¢ cd pha ca phé cho. Hiromi gitip ¢6 chuan bi 6 pha loang rwgu nhé.
Trong tu lanh ¢6 da vién dd’y.” Ayane md voi cho nwdc vao &m dun.

Hiromi dit bd pha loang rwou lén khay roi quay lai phong khach, luc
nay cha dé tdn chuyén cia vg chong Ikai da chuyén sang khu veon day
nghé thuat. Anh sdng tdp trung vao sin nha nén budi tdi vin c6 the ngdm
nhin nhtrng chau hoa.

“Cham so6c dwoc ngan nay hoa hin 12 t6n cong 14m nhi.” Ikai néi.

“T6i khong 16 1dm nhung c¢6 vé ¢d &y ludn tay véi ching. Ban cong ting
hai ciing c¢6. Ngay ngay déu din twdi tim. Toi nghi cling khd va't va nhung
cd Ay c6 1& khong 14y d6 lam phién. Chéc 1a thyc s yéu hoa.” Yoshitaka

dwong nhw khong may hao hing véi chd dé nay. Hiromi bi€t anh von



khong quan tdm t&i thye vat va nhirng gi thude vE ty nhién néi chung.

Ayane di pha ci phé cho ba ngudi va quay lai. Hiromi voi vang bit dau
pha loang reou.

Vo chong Ikai néi loi tam biét khi da qua 11 gio’ dém.

“Cam on da thi€t dai hét siec chu ddo. Lai thém moén qua tuyét voi nay
ntra, vd cling cam on moi ngwoi.” Ikai dieng day va ndi. “Lan t&i nha't dinh
sang nha chiing t6i choi nhé. Tuy la gio' kha bira bon vi viéc cham séc em
bé.”

“Em s€ don ngay ma,” Yukiko choc nhe ngén tay vao hong chdng va
cwoi voi Ayane. “Cod dén ngd hoang tr nha t6i nhé. Mat cu ciu nhw cai
banh mochi aYy.”

“Nhat dinh r6i,” Ayane dap.

Hiromi cling t&i ldc phéi ra vé. Co tranh thi chao tam biét cung v
ch'ong nha Ikai. Tkai n6i s& dwa cd vé tan nha bang taxi.

“Hiromi nay, ttr mai c6 sé di ving mot thoi gian.” Hiromi dang x4 giay
& sanh nha thi Ayane Ién ti€ng.

“Tw mai la dot nghi lién tuc ba ngay nhi. C6 di du lich a?” Hiromi hdi.

“Khong, cd ¢ viéc phai vé nha.”

“Nha... Sapporo &y a?”

Van gilr nguyén nu cwoi, Ayane gat dau.

“Strc khde cta ba c6 khong dugce td't, cd vé gidp me. Du tinh hinh c6 vé
khong qua nghi€ém trong.”

“Ch4c ¢ lo ldng 18m. Gitra lic niy ma con td& chirc tiéc ming em bé nha
toi, that ngai v&i ¢6 qua.” Ikai dap tay 1én tran.

Ayane lic dau.



“Pung ban tam. Thyc si 12 khong cé gi to tat 1dm dau. .. [\J’m, Hiromi, vi
vay néu ¢6 van dé phat sinh thi lién lac v&i ¢6 qua dién thoai nhé.”

“Co6 dinh bao gio’ quay lai a?”

“C4i d6 thi...” Ayane nghiéng d4u. “Can nhic xong xudi co s& goi cho
em.”

“Vang a.”

Hiromi ngd phan rng cua Yoshitaka. Anh dang nhin theo hwdng khac.

Roi khoi nha Mashiba, ra t&i dwong 1on thi Ikai vAy taxi. Hiromi sé
xudng xe tredrc nén ¢ 1a nguoi sau cung budc 1én xe.

“Minh ¢6 néi hoi nhiéu vé chuyén con cai khong nhi?” Taxi vira lan
banh, Yukiko noi.

“Sao em noi1 vay? Chflng van dé gi dau. Ho mwng cho minh ma.” Ngbi
trén gh€& phu, Ikai dap.

“Khong phai chuyén d6, em dang lo 1a minh v6 y khong nghi t&i chuyén
cta ho. B&i vi, ho cling rdt mong c6 con ma?”

“Anh ctuing c6 I'an nghe Mashiba noi1 the.”

“Chéc 1a khong thanh cong roi. Hiromi c6 biét gi khong?”

“Da khong a.”

Vdy a, Yukiko 10 vé that vong. Hiromi ty hoéi, khong bi€t cé phai vi

mudn c6 dwore thong tin nao dé nén ho méi dwa ¢6 vé nha hay khong.

Sang hém sau, nhw thwong 1€, Hiromi roi khéi nha lic 9 gior sang va dén
“Anzu House” & Daikanyama. C0 s€ cai tao lai mdt can phong trong khu

chung cw d€ mé 1op khau ghép vai. T4t nhién nguoi ding ra mé 16p khong



phai c6 ma la Ayane. Khoang ba chuc hoc vién tham gia 1op déu vi mudn
dwoc hoc nhirng ky thuit do Mita Ayane tryce ti€p chi day.

Viwra buwde ra tir thang mdy chung cw, Hiromi thdy Ayane da ding tredec
can phong. Bén canh c6 1a mdt chi€c vali xach tay. Ayane nhin Hiromi va
tim tim cwoi.

“Sao th¢"a?”

“Khong c6 gi. Co dang tinh giao lai noi nay cho em.” Ayane 18y ra mot
vat gi do tw tdi 4o jacket. Trén ban tay dang gio’ 1én cta ¢6 1a mot chiéc chia
khoa.

“bay la...”

“Chia khoa nha c¢6. HOm qua c¢6 cling néi ro61 day, chaalng biet khi nao
mé&i c6 th€ quay vé nén cd khd lo chuyén nha ctra. Vi th&” tredc mét cd
mudn gii em.”

“A...vaya.”

“Em khong thich a?”

“Khong phai vay, nhwng cd ¢6 chia khda chwa a?”

“Purng lo. Trwdrc khi vE cd sé lién lac v&i em, néu em khong tién thi dén
t0i van c6 ch'dng c6 & nha.”

“Ne€u vay thi em s€ gir né a.”

“Nho em day.” Ayane cam 13y tay Hiromi va dit chia khéa vao d6. Co
gap cdc ngén tay lai @& Hiromi ndm chit né.

Vdy nhé, Ayane néi roi kéo chi€c vali xach tay budc di. Nhin dang vé cd
ldc &y, Hiromi ba't gidc cat loi, “Co6 a...”

Ayane dung budre. “Sao vay?”

“Khong ¢6 gi a, ¢6 di can than nhé.”



“Cam on em.” Ayane khé vAy tay r'oi rdo budec tiép.

Lop khau ghép vai kéo dai dén t6i. Hoc vién thi gitra chung c6 thay doi
ngwoi nhueng Hiromi hAu nhw khong dwoc nghi. Liic tién xong hoc vién
cudi cung thi vai va cd cd da mai ra roi.

Hiromi vira don dep xong 1&p va chuan bi ra vé thi dién thoai di dong do
chudng. Nhin xudng man hinh tinh thé, trong khoanh khéc, ¢d nin thé vi
ngac nhién. Cudc goi trr Yoshitaka.

“Lop hoc két thic roi chit?” Anh ba't ngo hoi.

“Vwra xong dwgrc mot lic a.”

“Thé a. Gio anh dang ¢6 cdi hen an u6ng. Xong xudi s€ vé nha ludn, em
dén nhé.”

Loi @€ nghi dwong d6t khién Hiromi khong bi€t nén phan rng thé nao.

“Sao? Khong tién a?”

“Khong phai vay nhwng... em d€n khong sao chr?”

“Chéc chin 1a khong r'di. Chic em ciing biét dd'y, tam thdi ¢ &y khong
vE nha.”

Hiromi nhin dam dam vao cdi tdi xach d€ bén canh. Trong d6 cé chi€c
chia khéa ¢6 vira nhan dwore lic sang.

“Hon ntra, anh ciing ¢6 chuyén mudn néi v&i em.” Anh noi.

“Chuyén gi thé?”

“Clr gdp nhau da. Anh sé vé nha lic 9 gio. Truedc khi t&i goi cho anh

nhé.” Anh don phwong quyé&t dinh nhu vay roi tit mdy.



Sau khi ding pasta cho btra t6i & mot nha hang gia dinh ¢6 ti€ng, Hiromi
goi dién thoai cho Yoshitaka. Anh da v€ nha. Dén nhanh [én nhé, anh no6i
bang giong d4y han hoan.

Ngbi trén chiéc taxi hwdng dén nha Mashiba, Hiromi chim trong cam
giac ghét bo chinh minh. Vwra thd'y khong thodi mai truedc ki€u boc 16 hoan
toan khong day dit cia Yoshitaka, cd vira budc phai thira nhan chinh minh
cling cam thady vui mung.

Yoshitaka vui ra mat khi dén c6. Khong h€ to6 ra vung trOm, moi hanh
dong ctia anh déu ra't thong tha.

Phong khach thom mui ca phé.

“Lau 1&m r6i anh m&i tw pha ca phé day. Chflng bi€t c6 ngon khdng
ntra.” Yoshitaka vao bép r'oi quay trd ra voi hai chi€c cdc trén tay. Co vé
anh khong dung dia 16t.

“Lan dau tién em thay da'y. Anh Mashiba vao bép.”

“Vay a. C6 khi thé that. Vi tw khi 18y ¢6 &y, anh ch:fmg dong vao viéc gi
nwa.”

“C0 gido la nguwoi tdn tAm ma.” Hiromi nhdp mo6t ngum ca phé. N6 ¢6 vi
ra't ding.

Yoshitaka ciing cong méi. “Chéc 1a nhiéu ca phé qua.”

“PE& em pha lai nhé.”

“Thoi. Khong sao. L'an t&i s€ nho em sau. Phai r'6i,” anh dit c6c ca phé
1én gitra chi€c ban 1am bang d4 cAm thach. “Hém qua, anh di néi v&i cd &y
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“Qua nhién...”

“Nhung anh khong néi 16 1a em. Anh néi d6 1a mot ngwoi ma c6 ay
khong biét. Chi khong biét ¢6 &Yy tin d&€n dau.”

Hiromi nh¢ lai khuén mit cia Ayane khi giri chia khéa cho ¢d vao budi
sang. Khong thé nghi rang nu cwdi &y ah gidu mot y ¢6 ndo do.

“R01 ¢0 giao nodi sao?”

“C6 ay chap nhan tat cd.”

“That a?”

“That. Anh da bdo r'6i ma. Co a7y sé khong phan d6i dau.”

Hiromi 1dc dau.

“Em néi ra diéu nay c6 th€ hoi ky quac nhung... khong the hieu dwoc.”

“La quy tic d6 day. Quy tic ma anh da dit ra. D sao di nita, nho d6 ma
gio khong con phai lan tin gi ntra. Ta't ca dwoe gidi quyét.”

“C6 th€ yén tam thi tot qua.”

“Puwong nhién roi.” Dut loi, Yoshitaka 1ién dat tay 1én vai Hiromi va
kéo c6 lai gan. Hiromi nga vao long anh. C6 cam tha'y d6i mdi anh ghé sat
vao tai ¢0. “Trwdoc hét la, d&m nay em & lai dwoee r'6i.”

“Ngu trong phong ngu a?”

Khée miéng Mashiba tré xudng.

“Phong danh cho khach c¢6 giwvong ngd. D6 ciing 1a giwong do6i.”

V&i tAm trang xen 1an boi rdi, phian van, nhe nhom va cd ndi bat an

thwong trie tw triede, Hiromi khé gt dau.

Sang hom sau, Hiromi vira dinh pha ca phé & bé&p thi Yoshitaka buwdc vao.



“Cho anh th2y em khéo tay thé¢" nao di,” anh noi.

“Em ciing chi dwgc ¢d gido day cho thdi.”

“Thé& cling dwgre. Cho anh xem nao.” Yoshitaka khoanh tay trirdrc nguc.

Hiromi x&p gid’y loc vao phéu, st dung mudng dong d&€ dS ca phé. Nhin
lwong bot, Yoshitaka gat gu.

“Trwde hét cho chidt xiu nwdc néng vao diy. That it thoi. R6i, cho cho
toi khi ca phé nd ra.” R6t mét lwong nhd nwdre da dun sdi trong binh, doi
khoang 20 gidy, Hiromi ti€p tuc rét nwde. “Gidng nhw vé mot vong tron &Y.
Ca phé s€ n& bung 1én, vira rét vira duy tri trang thai d6. Nhin muyc nuwdc
trong binh dyng, di phan cho hai ngwoi thi gor phéu ra ngay. Néu ctr d€ thé’
thi ca phé s€ bi nhat.”

“Khong ngo lai khoé the”.”

“Trwdre ddy anh van ty pha ma.”

“Anh dung mdy pha ca phé. Nhwng sau khi 18y Ayane 1a né bi vt luon.
C6 ay noi pha ki€u nay ngon hon.”

“Nhat dinh co6 gido bi€t anh Mashiba nghién ca phé nén mu6n pha ngon
hét mirc c6 the day.”

Miéng Yoshitaka tré xudng, anh tir t6n 1ic dau. Mdi T4n Hiromi nhéc
chuyén Ayane tin tuy d&€n mic nao, anh déu c6 bi€u cam nhw vay.

“Ca phé vwra pha qua la udng ra't ngon,” Yoshitaka noi.

Cht nhat thi Anzu House khong md ctra. Nhwng nhw vay khdng c6 nghia la
Hiromi dwoc nghi ngoi. Co con day thém cho mét treong hoc van héa &

Ikebukuro. D6 cling 1a cong viéc cd ti€p quan twr Ayane.



Yoshitaka bao c6 goi dién cho anh sau khi xong viéc.

Dwong nhw anh mu6n an t6i cung ¢6. Hiromi khong ¢6 1y do d€ tw choi.

Liic xong viéc & trweong vin héa thi da qud 7 gid, Hiromi vira sap d'o
chuan bi ra vé vwra goi dién thoai. Nhwng ¢6 khéng két ndi dwoe voi di
dong cta Yoshitaka. Tuy c¢6 d& chudng nhung anh khong bat mdy. C6 thi
goi vao mdy ban clia gia dinh Mashiba ma két qua van vay.

Hay la anh &y ra ngoai? Nhwng minh khong nghi anh &y dé’ di dong o
nha.

Ching con céch nao khéc, Hiromi quyét dinh di thang t&i nha Mashiba.
Trén dwong, co thi goi thém vai cudc dién thoai nhung déu khong lién lac
dworc.

Cudi cung cd ciing dé€n ctra nha Mashiba. Nhin qua cong c6 thdy phong
khéch sang den. Nhung van khong c6 ai nghe mdy.

Hiromi quyét dinh 1y chi€c chia khéa dang nam trong tii. D6 1a chia
khéa dy phong ma Ayane gt cO.

Ctra vao sanh nha dang khéa. C6 mé khoa roi hé ctra. Gian phong ngoai
cling sang den.

Hiromi céi giay, di doc hanh lang. Thoang thodng hwong ca phé. Khong
thé’la mui ca phé lic sang con viwong lai, Yoshitaka lai pha nita a?

M@ ctra phong khdch. Ngay 1ap tirc, cO dirng chét tran tai chd.

Yoshitaka nim dwdi san. C&c ca phé dd bén canh anh, chd't 1dng mau
den loang trén nén nha.

Xe cdp civu, dién thoqi, s6’ mdy la, s&’ mdy... Hiromi ¢cAm di dong bang
do6i tay run ray. Nhwng cd hoan toan khong nhéd dwgc minh phai bAm s&

may nao.



Nhung cian biét thy c6 ki€n tric sang trong x€p thanh hang doc theo con
dd’c thoai thodi. Chi nho' 4nh sdng deén dwong ciing dd thd’y 16 mdi cin déu
dwore cham chit hét sirc ti mi. Noi nay khong gidng mdt khu phd cua
nhirng ngwoi phai dung hét kha nang méi mua dwgc mdt can nha. Vai xe
canh sdt do trén mit dwong.

“Anh l4i xe, dng & day dwore r'6i.” Kusanagi noi.

Xudng xe, anh vira nhin dong h'6 vira rdo budc. Ba qua 10 gio. T6i nay
co chwong trinh minh thich moi chdn, Kusanagi nghi. D6 la bd phim anh
de’ 1o khdong dén rap xem. Khi bi€t né sé€ dwoe chi€u trén ti vi, Kusanagi bo
y dinh thué phim ¢ ctra hang bang dia. Bi goi di gdp phai vdi vang roi khoi
nha, anh quén khong cai dat cheé”dd ghi hinh.

Chflng 6 ¢6 phai vi dang budi tdi hay khong ma khong thdy bong dang
nhirng ké hi€u ky. Ciing chwa thd’y ddm phdéng vién truyén hinh kéo toi.
Néu co thé’nhanh chong gidi quyét thi tot, anh tham hy vong.

Trudc cong ngbi biét thy noi xdy ra vu an, vién canh sat dieng gac voi



vé mit clrng nhic. Vat vd cho anh qud, anh ta cii chao khi Kusanagi chia s&
tay canh sat.

Anh dwa mét nhin toan bd khuodn vién truede khi lach qua cong. C6 the
nghe thdy giong ndi cda nhiéu ngwoi twr trong nha vong ra. Hau hét dén
trong nha dang bat sang.

C6 béng nguwoi bén hang rao cdy. Tuy khéng nhin rd trong bong t6i 1o
mo nhung tr véc dang nhd con va ki€u téc, Kusanagi bi€t d6 la ai. Anh lai
gan nguoi do.

“Co dang lam gi da’y?”

Anh cat ti€ng goi, Utsumi Kaoru tt tir quay lai, c6 vé khdong hé ba't ngor.

“Anh va't va roi.” Co dap bang giong déu déu khong cam xic.

“T6i héi ¢6 dang 1am gi ma khdng vao trong dé daYy.”

“Chaalng c6 gi dic biét,” Utsumi Kaoru 14c dau, gitt nguyén vé vo cam.
“T6i dang ngdm rao cy, hoa trong vieon. Ca hoa & ban cong nira.”

“Ban cong?”

“Orkia.” C6 chi tay 1én trén.

Kusanagi ngang 1én nhin, qua la tng hai c¢6 ban cdng v&i nhiéu hoa 1a
dang chia ra. Nhung dé chealng phdi mot khung canh dic biét hi€m tha'y.

“Cé th€ tdi hoi 18m diéu nhung sao ¢d khong vio trong?”

“Nhiéu ngudi 1am r'oi. Mat do dan s6 khd cao.”

“Co6 ghét phai chen chuic?”

“Toi nghi cd ddm ngwoi ciing quan sat mot chd chfmg de’lam gi. Lai con
can tr¢ doi giam dinh. Vi th& tdi quy€t dinh sé quan sat bén ngoai ngdi

nha.

“Quan sat gi co? Co6 dang ngdm hoa ma.”



“Vwra két thic mot vong day.”
“Thoi dwge roi. Thé cd dd xem qua hién treong r'oi chw?”
“Chwa. Vao dén sanh nha la t6i quay ra luén.”

Kusanagi 18y lam ky la trede vé tinh bo trén khudn mat Utsumi Kaoru.
Anh vOn cho ring, mong mudn cé mit & hién tredng sém hon ba't ky ai 1a
ban nang clia canh sat diéu tra. Tuy nhién, di€u d6 dwong nhw khong ding
voi cd diéu tra vién tré tudi nay.

“T6i hi€u cd nghi gi nhung du sao ciing vao cung tdi di. C6 nhiéu diéu
nén ty minh quan sat.”

Kusanagi quay gét hwdng vEé canh ctra, cd gdi cling im lang theo sau.

Piing la bén trong ng6i nha c6 rd't dong canh sat diéu tra. Trong s6 d6 c6
ca cong an quan va dong nghiép cua hai ngwoi. Vién canh siat dan em
Kishitani cwoi giéu khi trong thd'y Kusanagi.

“Phai di lam so'm, that va't va cho anh.”

“Mia mai nhau qua. C6 that 1a &n mang khong?”

“Chua thé€ khaamg dinh dwoc. Nhwng kha nang cao la nhw vay.”

“Dau dudi the’ nao? Ciu noi qua cho to1 di.”

“N6i ngén gon 12 chli nhan ngdi nha nay dot ti. Trong phong khach. Chi
¢6 mOt minh.”

“Chi ¢6 mot minh?”

“Anh lai day.”

Kishitani dan hai ngwdi vao phong khach. Cén phong rong c& 30 chiéi.
Chinh gitra phong bay gh& sd-pha boc da mau xanh 1a va mét ban da cam
thach. Trén san nha, & ngay canh chié€c ban ¢6 mét hinh nguwoi dwgc vé

bang bing dinh mau tring. Kishitani nhin xudng hinh v& 4y rdi huéng mét



sang Kusanagi.

“Nguoi chét 1a Mashiba Yoshitaka, chi nhan ngdi nha nay.”

“Chuyén do6 thi téi da biét t trwede khi dén ddy. La giam d6c cong ty
nao do dung khong?”

“Hinh nhw 1a cong ty vé IT. Hom nay la Cht nhat nén anh ta khong lam
viéc. Chwa 1o ban ngay c6 ra khoi nha hay khong.”

“San nha bi am thi phai.” Trén tA'm tham trai con sé6t dau vét clia mot
thr cha't 16ng nao dé.

“Ca phé day.” Kishitani néi. “Thoi diém thi th€ dwore phat hién thi ca
phé da d6 ra san r'oi. Bo phan giam dinh 14y mAu bing &ng hiit nhd giot. C6
ca mot cd'c ca phé lan I6c trén san nha.”

“Ai la ngwoi phat hién thi thé?”

“P¢ xem nao,” Kishitani m@ so tay va ndi ra cdi t€én Wakayama Hiromi.
“Hinh nhw 1a hoc tro cia nguoi vo.”

“Hoc tro?”

“Nguoi vor 1a mot nghé nhan khau ghép vai noi ti€ng.”

“Khau ghép vai? C6 th€ noi ti€ng vi moén ay 4?7

“Hinh nhw vay. T6i cling khong rd 1dm.” Kishitani nhin sang Utsumi
Kaoru. “Phy nit chic s& rd hon. Khong biét co c6 tirng nghe d&n céi tén
Mita Ayane khong? Vi€t thé nay.”

Trong s& tay ctia Kishitani viét tén Mita Ayane bang chir Han.

“Khong bi€t,” cd cOc cin dap lai. “Sao cau lai cho la phu nwr thi phai
bi€t?”

“A khong, toi chi néi dai thoi.” Kishitani gii dau.

Kusanagi tim tim cwoi nhin hai ngeoi d6i dap. Mai méi ¢6 ngwoi vao



don vi sau minh, anh chang Kishitani dwong nhw mudn thé hién vai vé& dan
anh nhung qué khong dé khi d&i phwong 1a phu nir.

“Bao lau thi phat hién thi the?” Kusanagi héi Kishitani.

“Thyc ra thi ngwoi vor da vé nha bd” me tr hdm qua. Trwede khi di ¢
giao chia khéa nha cho c6 Wakayama. Nguwoi vor khong biét lic nao méi
quay tré lai nén gii chia khéa d€ phong khi c6 viéc can. C6 Wakayama k&,
t0i nay tha'y anh Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 gi d6 khong on nén goi dién thoai
thi thi'y c s6" di dong va mdy ban déu khdng c6 ngudi bit may. Néng rudt,
cd &y md&i dén diy. L'an dau tién goi dién 1a hon 7 gio. Thoi di€m budc
vao nha c6 1€ l1a gan 8 gio.”

“Vay c6 &Yy phat hién thi the?”

“Piing th&. C6 Ay goi d&n 119 bang di dong. Xe cAp ciru d&n ngay va
xéac dinh dwoc nan nhan da t& vong nén ho nho bac si & gan ddy dén xem
xét t& thi. Tuy nhién, do nguyén nhén t& vong c¢6 di€m bat thwong nén doi
cip clru da lién lac v&i cong an. Pai khai trinh ty vu viéc 1a nhw vay.”

Hirm, Kusanagi vira git gu vira quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru. Khong
biét tr Iic ndo, cd da roi khdi chd anh va dén deng tredre th ly coc.

“Vay, nguoi phat hién gior & dau?”

“C06 Wakayama dang nghi trong xe cuia ta. S&€p cling & do.”

“Ong gia ciing d&n a. Nay t6i khong dom vao trong xe.” Kusanagi nhin
mat. “Nguyén nhan t& vong da ré chwa?”

“Pang nghi nhat 1a do cha't doc. Tuy cling c¢6 kha nang ty sat nhung
hoan toan c6 th€ xét t&i treong hop bi giét, vi thé’ nén méi goi d€n chiing
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ta.

Hwm, Kusanagi doi theo Utsumi Kaoru dang di vao bé€p. “Co6 gai do,



Wakayama Hiromi a, khi ¢6 ta bwde vao nha thi ctra ¢6 khéa khong nhi.”

“Hinh nhw ctra khoéa.”

“Cura sO va ctra kinh thi sao? Tinh trang ctra néo thé nao?”

“Khi c6ng an quan dén thi tdt ca déu dong, ngoai trir ctira SO nha vé sinh
tang hai.”

“TAng hai ¢6 nha vé sinh 4? C6 th€ ra vao chd d6 khong?”

“T6i chwa thir nhwng ¢6 1€ 1a khong.”

“Thé thi 13 ty s4t roi.” Kusanagi ngdi xudng gh& s6-pha, bat tréo hai
chan. “Ai d6 bd thudc ddc vao ca phé? Néu vay thi ké d6 lam sao ma roi
khoi ng6i nha nay dwge. Tai sao cong an quén lai nghi t&i kha nang bi giét
nhi.”

“T4t nhién la n€u chi nhw vy thi ¢6 1€ khé ma nghi theo hwdng d6.”

“Con gi nra a?”

“Trong khi t&' diéu tra clia quan nghién ctru hién trwong thi dién thoai di
déng do6 chudng. D6 1a may cua anh Mashiba, ngwoi da ma't. Cudc goi dén
ttr mOt nha hang & Ebisu. Thi ra anh Mashiba cé dat ban & d6 vao 8 gio toi
nay. Ban dat cho hai nguwoi. Pén gio’ hen ma khdng thd’y anh ta xud't hién
nén phia ctra hang chu dong lién lac. Thoi dieém goi dit ban 1a khoang 6
reoi t6i nay. Khi nay toi da k€, c6 Wakayama goi d&€n cho Mashiba Iic hon
7 gior va khong lién lac dwoc. Mot ngwoi goi dat ban & nha hang lic 6 gio
30 phit ma hon 7 gio lai tim dén cai chét... thi qua 1a mdt chuyén ky quic.
T61 nghi nhan dinh ctia cong an quén 1a hop 1y.”

Kusanagi nhiin mit 1ing nghe, ngén tay gii gdi dudi 16ng may.

“Vay sao khong néi sdm hon?”

“Mai tra loi cac cau héi cia anh Kusanagi nén t6i k€ sét.”



“T6i hi€u r'6i.” Kusanagi dap tay vao hai dau g6i r'oi ding day. Utsumi
Kaoru tr trong b&p da quay tré lai trwde ta ly. Anh ti€n dén sau lung co.
“Cau Kishitani k€ lai vu viéc ma c6 ctr lwon 1o 1am gi thé?”

“To6i van nghe ma. Anh Kishitani, cdm on nhé.”

“Khong c6 gi,” Kishitani nhdn vai.

“Ta ly c6 van dé a?”

“Chd nay.” C6 chi vao bén trong chiéc ti. “Chd nay cla cdi td, anh ¢
thd’y né tro'ng trai so v&i nhitng chd khac khong?”

Qua 1a nhin né tr6ng mdt cach khong ty nhién. Dwong nhw tung cé ly
cdc dat ¢ do.

“C6 vé nhu vay.”

“T6i vira xem qua can bép, c¢d 5 ly sim-panh da rira sach trong d6.”

“Ching von dwoe x€p & day a?”

“To61 nghi vay.”

“Nhuwng the” thi sao?”

Utsumi Kaoru ngwéc nhin Kusanagi, kh€ map may moi. Nhung, nhw thé
nghi lai nén cd lic dau.

“Khong ¢6 gi quan trong. To6i chi doan l1a gan day ho c6 mot bura ti€c. Ly
sdm-panh chi dung trong nhirng treong hop &y thoi.”

“Cé ly. N&u gidu c& nay thi tiéc ting tai gia chic ciing nhiéu. Tuy nhién,
khong the chi vi gan day cd tiéc ma khzatng dinh 1a ho khong c6 tran tré nao
d&n muc ty sat.” Kusanagi quay v€ phia Kishitani. “Con ngwoi von phirc
tap va mau thudn. Du tredc d6 pha'n khich vi bira tiéc hay 1a ngay sau khi
ddt ban &n & nha hang thi ho van s& chét vao thoi di€m mudn chét.”

Thé a, Kishitani gat dau vé mo’ h'o.



“Nguoi vor thi sao?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Vang?”

“Vo cta nan nhan... a khong, vor ciia nguoi da mat. Pa lién lac roi
ch?”

“Van chuwa lién lac dworc voi chi ta. CoO Wakayama noi rﬁng nha cha me
clia ngudi vor & Sapporo. Hon nita con hoi xa thanh thj nén du trede mét
c6 lién lac dworc thi chic ciing khong the vé diy trong dém nay.”

“Hokkaido a. N&u vay thi ding l1a khong the.”

May qud, Kusanagi thé phao. N&u ngwoi vor chay dén ngay thi sé ¢6
ngudi phai cho & ddy. Khi d6, c6 the néi chic chin s&€p Mamiya s& giao
vi€c do6 cho Kusanagi.

Gior d@ mudn, mudn nghe ngéng thdng tin tr hang x6m phai d€ qua ngay
mai. Kusanagi vira chm mong v&i da nay thi dém nay c6 th€ vé qua nha
thi nhin thd'y gwong mét vuéng virc cia Mamiya.

“Kusanagi, da dé€n r'oi da'y. Mudn nhi.”

“T6i d&n 1au roi. Pa ndm dwoc dai khdi vu viéc nho Kishitani.”

Mamiya git d4u r'oi quay vé phia sau, “Xin moi vao day.”

Nguwoi dwoec moi bwede vao can phong 1a mot cd géi khoang 25 tudi,
dang ngwoi manh mai. Téc dai ngang vai ¢c6 mau den hi€m thd’y & nhirng
cd gai thoi nay. Mau téc d6 1am cho lan da tring trong cang ndi bat. C6 18
nén néi 1an da cd gdi trong xanh xao s& ding hon 1a tring. D sao cling
thudc vao nhém nguwoi dep. Céach trang di€m ciing rat tinh &,

Chdc day la Wakayama Hiromi, Kusanagi dodn.

“Theo loi k€ khi ndy, vira budc vao can phong nay co nhin tha’y thi the

ngay l4p tiec ding khong? Vay thi, nhin chung la ¢6 da nhin thdy tw vi tri



dang ding phai khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi hoi cii mit, nghe Mamiya hdi 1ién thodng dwa mit
veé phia ghé& sd-pha. Chdc la dang hoi twéng thoi diém phdt hién tir thi.

“Vang, tOi nghi 1a tir chd nay.” Hiromi khé ddp.

Khéng 16 c6 phdi vi véc ngudi giy va sic mit khong duwoc tdt hay
khong ma Kusanagi thd’y riéng viéc dirng virng dwong nhw cling 1a qua strc
v&i ¢6. Han 1a do anh hudng clia cd sd'c khi nhin tha'y tir thi.

“Truwde ddy, Tan cudi cing ¢b vao cin phong nay la budi t6i cach dé mot
ngay phai khong?” Mamiya hoi d€ xac nhan.

“Vang,” Wakayama Hiromi gat dau.

“Thoi di€m d6 va hién tai ¢6 thd’y ¢ gi thay d6i khong? Nhirng di€m rat
nho thoi cling dworc.”

Nghe cau hdi, ¢d gi dwa mét nhin quanh ciin phong v&i vé lo s¢. Nhung
¢ ngay 1ap tirc 1ac dau.

“Toi khong rd. Mot ngdy tried'c van con nhiéu ngwdi khdc va do 1a sau
khi tat cd cung dn udng...” C6 run run dép.

Mamiya nhiu may nhung van git dau. Bi€u cdm nhuw néi rang danh chdp
nhdn vay.

“Xin 161 vi hoi khi ¢6 dang mét. To1 nay cO ct thong thd nghi ngoi. C6
diéu, ngay mai ching t6i sé goi dién hdi chuyén c6 thém mdt [an ntra, dwoc
ch?”

“Puwoc a, du t6i nghi nhirng di€u minh c¢6 th€ néi déu khong quan
trong.”

“C6 1€ viy nhung phia ching t6i mudn bi€t sy viéc chi ti€t hét mirc ¢

the. Rat mong c0 s€ hop tac trong viéc di€u tra.”



“Vang,” van ctdi dau, Wakayama Hiromi ddp ngin gon.

“PE tdi cho cdp dudi dwa c6 vé nha.” Mamiya néi va nhin sang
Kusanagi. “Hom nay cdu d&n day bang gi? O t6 ding khéng?”

“Xin 101, toi di taxi.”

“Gi chir, ding ngay hom nay.”

“Gan day toi it dung 6 t6.”

Mamiya chép miéng, ding lic &y Utsumi Kaoru 1én ti€ng, “T61 141 xe
dén day.”

Kusanagi ngac nhién quay lai nhin. “O t6 2? Ghé nhi.”

“T6i nhan dwgc thong bdo lic dang 14i xe di &n. Xin 16i.”

“Pau can xin 16i. N&u vay, c¢d cé the tién cd6 Wakayama vé duoc
khong?” Mamiya hdi.

“Vang. Nhung trede d6, toi ¢6 the xin phép hoi cd Wakayama mot diéu
duoc khong a?”

Nghe Utsumi Kaoru hdi, trong vé mat Mamiya nhw th€ vwa bi lwa.
Wakayama Hiromi trong mét thoang ciing 10 vé cang th?ing.

“Chuyén gi thé”?” Mamiya hoi.

Utsumi Kaoru ddm ddm nhin Wakayama Hiromi va budc vé phia truedc
mot buoc.

“Dwong nhw anh Mashiba Yoshitaka dot tix gitra lic dang uéng ca phé,
nhwng anh &y khong thwong xuyén st dung dia 16t ding khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi mé to mét kinh ngac. Anh mét co lay dong.

“Vang, c6... ¢6 the€'la th& khi udng mdt minh.”

“Nhw vy c6 nghia 1a hdm qua hodc hom nay cé khach, c6 c6 nghi t&i

kha nang nao khéng?”



Kusanagi quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru khi nghe c6 tw tin khfmg dinh.

“Sao cd bi€t 1a c6 khach dén?”

“Trong chiu rira & b&p van con 1 cdc ca phé va 2 céi dia chua rira. Néu
anh Mashiba diing ca ph&é mdt minh thi chic chin da khong c6 dia.”

Kishitani bwdc vao b&p r'oi ngay 1ap tirc tro ra.

“Ping nhw loi Utsumi. C6 1 chiéc cd'c va 2 cai dia & d6.”

Kusanagi trao di 4nh mit v&i Mamiya roi quay lai nhin Wakayama
Hiromi.

“C0o co y ki€n gi vé chuyén do khong?”

Co gdi lic d4u, vé mit bat an.

“T6i... khong biét. B&i vi, sau khi rovi khoi day tw t6i hom kia, téi khong
h€ quay lai. T61 khong bi€t chuyén c6 khiach dén hay khong.”

Kusanagi lai nhin Mamiya. Mamiya gat dau vé dam chiéu.

“Toi hi€u r'oi. Cdm on c6 da hd trer dén tan lic nay... Utsumi, vy nho
cO dwa cO 2y ve. Kusanagi, cau cling 1én xe cung ho di.”

“Vang,” Kusanagi dap. Anh hi€u y d¢6 ciia Mamiya. Wakayama Hiromi
ro rang dang che gidu chuyén gi do. Mudn bdo minh tim hiéu dday ma.

Ba ngudi ho bude ra khdi nha thi Utsumi Kaoru néi, “O ddy nhé. Toi di
14y xe.” D6 1a loai xe phd thong nén cd dd & bai givi xe tinh tién ty dong.

Trong khi cho doi, Kusanagi quan sat Wakayama Hiromi dirng bén
canh. C6 the thdy cd ta dang chdn ddong manh. Khong thé cho riang chi vi
cu sd¢ khi nhin thdy x4c chét.

“Co6 c6 lanh khong?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong sao dau a.”

“T61 nay cd c6 du dinh ra ngoai khong?”



“Viéc do... anh cling thay la khong ma?”

“Thé& a. Toi chi nghi biét dau co6 lai c6 hen voi ai d6 thoi.”

Wakayama Hiromi khé ma&p may moi. Cé the thad’y co ta bdi rdi.

“Cé mot viéc chic cd ciing dwoc hdi nhiéu I'4n roi nhung tdi c6 thé hdi
thém Tan nwra khong?”

“Viéc gi vay?”

“Vi sao t01 nay c0 lai nghi toi viéc goi dién cho anh Mashiba?”

“B@i vi, toi nghi 1a da nhan gitr chia khéa nha gidp co gido thi thi thodng
phai lién lac. N&u anh Mashiba c6 gi ba' tién thi nén hd trgr...”

“Nhung khong k€t n61 dwgrc nén c6 da dén nha diung khong?”

“Vang,” co khé gat dau.

“Tuy nhién, di dong khong lién lac dwoc 1a viéc cling kha binh thwong
ma? DPién thoai ban ciing vay. C6 khong nghi anh Mashiba chi di dau dé va
ding lic &y khong thé nghe may a?”

Sau mdt thodng im ling, Wakayama Hiromi nhe nhang 1ic d4u.

“To61 khong nghi the'...”

“Tai sao vay? C6 gi 1am c6 lo ling 4?7

“Khong phai nhw vay. Chi la, t6i ba't cho't néng rudt...”

“Noéng rudt a?”

“Khong dwgre w? Chi vi cdm thay néng rudt nén dé€n nha xem tinh hinh
thé' nao?”

“Khong, t61 khong c¢6 y d6. Chi nhan gitr chia khéa ma c6 trach nhiém
dén vay, qua 1a hi€m c6 nén tdi thd'y ngwong mo. Hon the’, tryee gidc cta co

con chuan xac ntra nén viéc dé that dang khen ngoi.”



Duwong nhw khdng chdp nhéan loi giai thich cia Kusanagi, Wakayama
Hiromi quay mét sang hwdng khac.

Mot chiéc Pajero mau dé dam dung lai trede khudn vién. Utsumi Kaoru
m¢ ctra budc xudng.

“Xe dan dong co 2?7 Kusanagi tron méit ngac nhién.

“Cam gidc ng0i trén xe khong té dau. Xin moi, c6 Wakayama.”

Puoc Utsumi Kaoru moi, Wakayama Hiromi buwdc vao ghé& sau.
Kusanagi theo sau cd.

Ngoi vao ghé 14i, Utsumi Kaoru bit dau cai dit thiét bi dan dwong.
Chéc c6 d3 xdc nhan trude dia chi noi & cia Wakayama Hiromi. C6 18 nha
cd gai & canh ga Gakugei Daigaku.

Xe vira chay dwgrc mot 1at thi Wakayama Hiromi 1én ti€ng.

“Anh Mashiba, vu... d6 khong phai Ia tai nan hay ty sat a?”

Kusanagi nhin 1én ghé 14i. Anh mét anh va Utsumi Kaoru giao nhau qua
grong chi€u hau.

“Chua thé€ khaamg dinh dworc gi. K&t qué gidi phau ciing chwra ¢6.”

“Nhwng ma, hai ngwoi 1a canh sat hinh sy phu trach diéu tra nhirng vu
gi€t ngwoi ding khong?”

“Pung 1a nhw vay, nhung & thoi di€m hién tai, chi cé the€ néi la c¢6 kha
nang bi gi€t. Khong phai ching téi khong the ti€t 10 nhiéu hon ma la chiing
to1 ciing khong ro.”

Thé a, Wakayama Hiromi nhé giong dép.

“Vay, c6 Wakayama, t6i xin hdi ngwoce lai vé chuyén do, né€u day la vu
gi€t ngwoi thi 6 ¢6 suy nghi nao khéng?”

Kusanagi cam th@y c6 gdi nhw nin thé. Anh cham chu nhin khée miéng



A

co.
“To61 khong bi€t... vé anh Mashiba, t61 hdu nhw khong bi€t gi ngoai
chuyén dé la chong ctia c6 gido.” Co thap giong dap.
“Vay a. ffm, ngay lic nay khong th€ nghi ra ciing khong sao. N&u ¢o
nh¢ ra diéu gi xin hay cho ching t6i bi€t nhé.”

Nhwng Wakayama Hiromi chi im lidng chir khong gat dau.

Sau khi d€ cd gai xudng xe ¢ trede khu chung cw, Kusanagi 1én ng'6i trén
gh€ phu.

“Cd tha’y sao?” Kusanagi hdi, mit vin nhin thgng phia trudrc.

“Mot ngwoi manh mé dd’y nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru cho xe lan banh.

“Manh mé? Thé a.”

“Co ta ki€m ch& khong khoc sudt dd’y thoi? Tredc mét ching ta, dén
phiit cudi ciing khong nhd mdt giot nwrdc mét.”

“C6 th€ nghi 1a ¢6 ta khong d&€n mirc dau bu'dn ma.”

“Khong. C6 ta chic chin di khéc. Toi tin 1a ¢o ta dd khéc sudt khodng
thoi gian doi xe cd’p ciru.”

“Sao co biet?”

“Phan trang di€m & dudi mét. O d6 c6 da'u vet voi va sta lai 1op trang
diém bi nhoe.”

Kusanagi nhin chdm chidm vao khudén mit ctia nit diéu tra vién dan em.

“Tdi tin 1a minh ding.”

“Qua nhién phu nt chi y t&i nhirng di€m khac hin. Cha, day la toi dang

khen c6 day.”



“T6i bi€t,” mi€ng co6 gian ra, “anh Kusanagi cam thdy thé nao?”

“N6i ngin gon mot chit 1a ‘ddng ngo”. Du c6 vién c& gitr gium chia
khéa, viéc mot phu nir tré dé€n tdn noi xem tinh hinh cda nguoi dan 6ng
dang & nha mot minh qua la ddang ngo.”

“Pong y. N&u 1a toi, chic khong the nghi t&i viec a7y.”

“Co gai y va nguoi da khué't, thee sy 1a ¢6 tw tinh... Tri tedng twong
cua ta c6 bay xa qua khong nhi?”

Utsumi Kaoru chot thé dai.

“Khong nhirng khong bay xa ma chi cé th€ nghi theo hwdng do thdi.
Chfmg phai 1a hai ngwoi d6 dinh ciing nhau an t&i hom nay a?”

Kusanagi v0 hai ddu goi. “Nha hang & Ebisu a?”

“Pén gio’ dat ban ma khong thd’y ngwoi dau nén phia nha hang méi goi
dién ding khong nao. Ban an dit trede cho hai ngeoi. Vay 1a khong chi
anh Mashiba ma ngwoi dwoc moi ciing khong xua't hién.”

“Né&u dodn rang ngudi dwoc moi dén 13 Wakayama Hiromi thi moi tinh
ti€t vira khop lubn.”

Co vé khong sai roi, Kusanagi xac nhan.

“Néu gitra hai ngwoi ¢6 mdi quan hé dac biét thi tdi nghi né sé som
dwoc chirng minh.”

“Visao?”

“Dwra vao cdc ca phé. May mén trong bon rira 1a do hai nguoi st dung
phai khong? N&u vay thi trong d6 nhdt dinh s€ c6 da'u van tay cta co ta.”

“Hop 1y. Nhwng, viéc hai ngwoi dé ¢6 tw tinh khong dd lam céan cr coi
cO ta la nghi pham.”

“T4t nhién 12 t6i hi€u diéu d6.” Co ddp va dd xe vao Ié dwong bén trdi.



“T61 got dien mdt chut dwore khong? Toi c6 viec mudn xac nhan.”

“Pworc, nheng ¢d goi cho ai?”

“Pwong nhién 1a Wakayama Hiromi ro61.”

Phot 1o vé ngac nhién ctia Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru bAm di dong. Dién
thoai nhanh chong két ndi.

“C6 Wakayama phai khong a? T6i 1a Utsumi bén cong an. T&i nay da
lam phién c6... Khong, khdng c¢6 gi nghiém trong dau. To6i vira nhé ra khi
ndy quén khong hoi cd vé k& hoach ngay mai... Vay a. Toi hi€u roi. Xin 10i
vi lam phién cd lic mét mdi. C6 nghi ngoi di nhé.” Dt 1o, Utsumi Kaoru
ngit may.

“Co hdi ngay mai cd ta dinh lam gi a?” Kusanagi héi.

“Chuwa c¢6 dy dinh cu th&, c6 Ay néi chic s& & nha. Lép khau ghép vai ¢6
1€ cling nghi.”

~

“Um ”

“Nhwng, muyc dich téi goi d€n khong chi d€ xac nhan k& hoach ngay
mai.”

“Nghia la sao?”

“Giong néi ctia cd ta, gio nghe da nghen ngao. C6 vé ¢b ta cling c& ging
che day nhung nghe rat ro. T6i doan la ngay khi dwoc & trong phong mot
minh, cdm xdc d6n nén nay gio lién vo 6a.”

Kusanagi dang twa vao gh€ 1lién nhom day. “C6 goi dién chi d€ xac nhan
viéc &y a?”

“Du khdng phai ngwoi ¢6 quan hé dic biét than thiét, song khi ti€p nhan
ct sdc 1a ho thuc sy da chét, né€u cé vd thirc bat khéc cling 1a viéc binh

thwong. Nhwng sau mot khoang thoi gian nha't dinh ma lai khoc ti€p thi...”



“C6 nghia la ho c6 tinh cam déc biét danh cho d61 phwong phadi khong?”

Kusanagi nhin ntt cdng an tré, cwoi ddy an y. “Co kha that da'y.

“Cam on anh da khen.” Utsumi Kaoru mim cwoi va nha phanh tay.

Budi sang hom sau, Kusanagi tinh gid’c bdi ti€ng chudng dién thoai. Ngwoi
goi 1a Mamiya. M&i khodng 7 gio’ sang.

“Sém qua nhi,” anh phan nan.

“Riéng viéc dwore ngt & nha thdi la ciu phai thdy bi€t on r'oi. Hom nay
c6 cudc hop diéu tra & quian Meguro tir sang. C6 1€ d6i diéu tra sé dwoc
thanh 14p. Ttr dém nay chic khong vé nha dwoc dau.”

“S&p ma't cong goi dién chi d€ thdong bao viéc d6 a?”

“Purong nhién 1a khong r'éi. Gio’ cau di Haneda mau.”

“Haneda? Sao lai 1a chd d6...”

“Haneda dwong nhién la san bay roi. Vo cia Mashiba dang bay vé tw
Sapporo. Cau ra dén di. Pwa 1€n xe ché vé Meguro luén nhé.”

“Sép trao doi triedre r'oi chir?”

“Con phai n6i. Cau di cing Utsumi nhé. C6 bé s€ 1di xe. Chuyé&n bay ha
canh ldc 8 gio.”

“Tam gio!” Kusanagi bat day.

Pang vdi vang chuan bi thi dién thoai di dong lai d0 chudng. L'an nay la
Utsumi Kaoru. C6 da dén va cho phia tredc chung cu.

Anh leo Ién chiéc Pajero t67 hdm qua, ho hwong vEé san bay Haneda.

“Lai bi ép lam viéc kho roi. Du ¢6 ti€p xdc v&i than nhan ngwoi mat

bao nhiéu lan thi téi cling khong quen dwoc.”



“Nhung sép lai néi ngwoi khéo cu x& vori ho nhéa't chinh 1a anh Kusanagi
day.”

“Ay, 6ng gia néi the 4?”

“S€&p con bao gwong mat anh tao cam gidc an tm.”

“Gi ch®? Chic y néi trong t6i ngé ngan day.” Kusanagi chép miéng
thanh ti€ng.

Ho dén san bay lic 8 gio’ kém 5 phiit. Vira dirng cho' & sanh dén thi
hanh khich un un xudt hién. Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru ddi mét tim
Mashiba Ayane. Dau hi€u d€ nhan dién la 4o khoac be va hanh 1y mau xanh
nuwde bién.

“Nguoi d6 phai khong?” Utsumi Kaoru nhin chdm chim vé mot huéng.

Kusanagi nhin theo 4nh mét cta cd. Ping 12 ¢6 mdt ngwdi phu nir vira
khép cdc dau hidu. Anh mit nhudm vé dau budn hoi ciii xudng, toan than
toat 1én vé sang trong.

“C6 vé... dung la nguoi d6 da'y.” Kusanagi nho giong dap.

Anh dang dao dong. Khong th€ r&i mét khdi ngwdi phu nit &y. Chinh

anh ciing khong hi€u vi sao tim minh lai rung 1én nhw th¢".



Sau khi nghe nhoém Kusanagi gi¢i thiéu vé minh, diéu dau tién Mashiba
Ayane héi la noi ddt di hai cia Yoshitaka.

“Di hai da dwoc chuyén dén noi khdam nghiém phdp y. T6i khong nim rd
tinh hinh hién tai nhuwng s€ s¢m xac nhin va thong tin dé€n ¢6.” Kusanagi
tra lovi.

“Thé& a... Vay la t6i khong the gdp anh &y ngay bay gio’ phai khong?”
Ayane chép méit budn ba. C6 the tha’y cd dang kim nén nhitng giot nuwdc
mét chi chuc trao ra. Lan da hoi khd né nhung chéc hin khong phai 1a vé
vOon c6 ctia ngwoi phu nir nay.

“Chiing toi da sdp x&p d€ c6 thé trao tra di hai cho gia dinh ngay sau khi
kham nghiém xong.”

Kusanagi cdm thdy giong minh hoi thi€u ty nhién. Anh van hoi cing
thaamg mdi khi tiép xdc v&i thAn nhan ngwdi mAt nhung cam gidc nay hoti
khac so v&i moi khi.

“Vang. Mong anh gitp cho.”



Giong ctia Ayane nghe hoi thdp so v&i giong phu nir binh thwong.
Nhung ti€ng ndi &y vong sau vao doi tai cia Kusanagi mot cach mé hodc.

“Chiing tdi ¢6 th€ hdi chuyén ¢6 khi dén tru s& quan Meguro dwoc
chi?”

“Vang, tdi cling da dugc bao truede.”

“Cam on. Mong ¢6 hop tac. Ching tdi da chuan bi xe.”

C6 ngdi vao ghé& sau chié€c Pajero ctia Utsumi Kaoru, Kusanagi ng6i &
gh€ phu.

“Td1 hdm qua, cd nhan duoc lién lac khi dang & dau?” Kusanagi quay
lai hoi.

“Sudi nwde néng dia phwong. Toi & d6 cling ngudi ban cii. Vi tit ngu6dn
dién thoai nén t6i hoan toan khong d€ y dé&n tin nhin... Trudc lic di ngh
mé&i nghe tin nhin thoai.” Ayane ddp roi thé dai. “Tdi da twdng dé 1a trd
dua. Pa bao gio ¢6 dién thoai twr cong an dau.”

“T6i hi€u,” Kusanagi noi.

“Vay... moi chuyén la thé nao a? Téi khong hi€u dau vao voi dau ca.”

Nghe Ayane ngip ngirng hdi minh, Kusanagi thd’y 1ong nhéi 1én. Chéc
chén c6 4y mudn hdi cAu nay nhat. Nhung dong thoi lai so.

“Cd6 nghe dwoc nhirng gi qua dién thoai r'6i1?”

“T6i chi nghe tin anh &y ma't, nguyén nhan qua doi khong rd rang nén
cong an sé€ diéu tra. Thong tin cu th€ hon thi...”

O vj trf ctia minh, ngwdi cong an goi dién cho o ding 1a khong thé néi
nhiéu hon. Nhung d6i voi Ayane thi chaalng khdc ndo con 4c mong va chic
hin co da trai qua mo6t dém khG s&. Khong hi€u ¢6 da 1én chuyén bay voi

tam trang nhw th€ nao, chi tedng twong thdi Kusanagi cling cam tha’y nang



ne.

“Chdng c6 mat tai nha.” Kusanagi néi. “Van chwa rd nguyén nhan. Bé
ngoai khong c6 vét thwong nao dang chi y. C6 Wakayama Hiromi phét
hién anh &y & phong khach.”

A A2

“Co aYy...” Ayane nhw nin tho.

Kusanagi nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru dang ldi xe. Trong mot thodng cd
cling hwéng dnh nhin vé phia anh. Anh mét ho giao nhau.

Kusanagi dodn ca hai dang nghi vé cing mot viéc. Khong dén 12 ti€ng
trede, anh da tro chuyén voi Utsumi Kaoru vE moéi quan hé gitra
Wakayama Hiromi va Mashiba Yoshitaka.

Wakayama Hiromi 1a hoc tro cung ctia Ayane. Tw viéc goi cd ta dén bira
tiéc tai gia, c6 th€ thd’y ¢ hoc tro dwore d6i xir nhw ngwoi trong nha. Néu
cd gdi d6 ma ngu v&i ch'dng minh, that chaamg khac nao nudi ong tay 4o.

Véan dé la Ayane da nhin ra quan hé gitra hai ngwoi d6 hay chwa. Khong
phdi ctr gan giii thi chic chin s& nhin ra. Kusanagi biét vai truomg hop vi
qua gan giii ngwoi ta lai khong chd y.

“Chdng ¢ c6 méic ciin bénh man tinh nao khong?”

Ayane lic dau.

“Ch4c chén 13 khong. Anh &y van kiém tra sttc khde dinh ky, toi chua
tirng nghe c¢6 van dé gi. Cling khong bia regru qua d6.”

“Cho d&n nay, anh nha chic cling khong bao gior dot ngdt bi nga't nhi?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong. T6i khong biét. Vi thé td6i khdong ngo lai xdy ra
chuyén 2y.” Ayane dit tay 1én tran nhw d€ ngan con nhirc dau.

Kusanagi cho rang chwa vdi néi vé kha niing tring doc thi hon. Nén

gidu di viéc nghi ngo ngwoi chét ty sat hodc bi giét cho tdi khi ¢6 k&t qua



kham nghiém.

“O thoi di€m hién tai, day 1a tredng hop ti vong ba't thwong.” Kusanagi
noéi. “Trong treong hop nay, ba't k€ sw viéc ¢6 tinh chdt vu an hay khong,
cong an bit budc phdi Iwu lai tinh trang hién trwong nhiéu nha't c6 the. Vi
th&’, c6 Wakayama Hiromi da lam nhan chirng va d€ ching t6i ki€m tra hién
trrong ¢ mirc nha't dinh. Do ldc d6 ching t6i khong the lién lac dwoc voi
cd.”

“T61 c6 bi€t viéc nay qua dién thoai t61 hom qua.”

“Co0 c6 hay veé Sapporo khong?”

Ayane lic dau.

“Pay la Ian d4u tién ke twr khi k&t hon.”

“Gia dinh c6 c6 chuyén a?”

“T6i chi nghi d6i lic nén vé nha vi sitc khde bd tdi khong on 14m.
Khong ngo cu lai khde manh nén t6i quyét dinh di sudi nwdc néng voi
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ban...

“Rala th€&”. Sao c6 lai gii chia khéa nha cho Wakayama Hiromi?”

“P& phong khi c¢6 chuyén trong ldc tdi ving nha. Tdi nho co6 Ay hd tro
cdng viéc, cling c6 lic can dén tai liéu lwu gitr & nha hodc can mang tac
pham nao d6 d&n 16p hoc ching han.”

“Co Wakayama k& riang, vi khong biét anh nha cé 6n khong nén goi dién
thoai, nhung lai khong th€ lién lac dwoc, co Ay lo ling nén d&n nha xem
tinh hinh ra sao. C6 nho c6 Wakayama ca nhirng viéc thwong ngay lién
quan dé&n anh nha a?” Kusanagi hdi, than trong lwa chon ttr nglr va tip trung
vao di€m quan trong.

Ayane nhiu may, nghi€éng dau suy nghi.



“T6i khong chic. Ciing c6 th€ téi da nhor. Co bé d6 ra't chu d4o nén cling
c6 the s& lo ldng khong biét chdng toi ¢é gi bat tién khi & mot minh hay
khong... Xin héi, c6 chuyén gi khong a? Viéc tdi gui cd &y chia khda nha
c6 gi khong On a?”

“Khong, t6i khong cé y d6. Toi chi xac nhan lai dau dudi cau chuyén ma
cd Wakayama k¢ lai ngay hdm qua thoi.”

Ayane Up hai ban tay 1€n mat.

“T6i that sy khong th€ tin dwore. Ch'ong todi tham chi chwa tirng 6m dau
bénh tat, t6i thir Sdu con moi ban d&€n choi va td chirc tiéc & nha. Anh Yy
ludn ra't vui vé, vay ma...” Giong c6 run Ién.

“T6i hi€u tAm trang ctia cd. Ngwoi ban dé€n bira tiéc hdm do6 1a ai vay?”

“Ban twr thoi dai hoc ctia ch'ong t6i va vor anh &y.” Ayane ndi ra tén clia
Ikai Tatsuhiko va Yukiko.

Co6 ha d6i tay dang che khudn miét cda minh xudng, dwong nhw dang tap
trung suy nghi.

“T6i ¢6 viéc nay mudn nho anh.”

“Viéc gi vay?”

“Gio’ ching ta phai di thealng dé€n don cong an a?”

“Cévandeé gia?”

“Néu ¢6 th€, tdéi mudn vé xem tinh hinh & nha trwdc. Toi cling mudn
bi€t anh &y da ra di nhw thé nao... C6 dwoc khong a?”

Kusanagi lai nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. Nhung Tan nay anh khong gap
4nh mét cd nhin lai. Nt canh sat diéu tra vin nhin th?ing phia tredrc nhw the
dang tip trung lai xe.

“T6i hi€u r'oi, d€ toi trao doi v&i cap trén xem sao.” Kusanagi 18y dién



thoai di dOng.

Mamiya bit may, anh truyén dat lai mong mudn ctia Ayane. Mamiya hoi
cin nhin nhung r'di ciing dong y.

“Thyec ra tinh huéng c6 chit thay doi. C6 1€ nén hdi chuyén ¢6 ta & hién
treong. Ciu dwa vE nha di.”

“Tinh huéng cé thay doi l1a sao?”

“Chuyén do t61 s€ ndi sau.”

“Vang.”

“Chiing ta s& d&n nha c¢d.” Kusanagi tit mdy roi néi v&i Ayane.

May qud, Ayane noi khé.

Kusanagi vira huéng dnh mit vé& con dudng tredc mit thi nghe thay
ti€ng bam dién thoai di dong cua Ayane.

“A 106, Hiromi a? C6 Ayane day.”

Kusanagi bdi rdi. Anh khéng ngo vao lic nay, & ddy, ma co lai goi cho
Wakayama Hiromi. Nhwng ciing khong th€ bao c¢6 dung lai.

“. li’, cd biét r'oi. Bay gior ¢6 dang di voi cong an. Pang trén dwong veé
nha. Vat va cho Hiromi qua.”

Kusanagi lo 1dng. Anh khong hinh dung dwoc Wakayama Hiromi s& cu
Xt thé nao. Qua dau budn do mat di nguoi yéu, rat ¢ th€ cd ta sé noi hét
moi diéu dang che gidu. Khi d6 Ayane chic ciing khong thé nao gitr dwoc
binh tinh.

“... Chéc 12 th&¢’ nhi. Em khong sao chi¥? Strc khde c¢6 &n khong?... The
a, n€u vay thi tot. Vay, Hiromi cing d€n nha co6 dworc khong? T4t nhién la
n&u em khong mudn thi thdi. Chi vi ¢c6 mudn nghe moi chuyén tw Hiromi

tho1.”



C6 vé nhe Wakayama Hiromi dang binh tinh néi chuyén. Nhung viéc
Ayane goi 0 ta t&i ndam ngoai dy dodn ctia Kusanagi.

“Puoc chkr? Vay ching ta néi chuyén sau nhé... &, cdim on em. Em
ciing dirng 1am gi qud sitc nhé.” Hinh nhw Ayane di ngit mdy. C6 tiéng sut
sit.

“C06 Wakayama cting dén a?” Kusanagi x4c nhan.

“Vang. A! khong dwoc a?”

“Khong sao. Nguwoi phat hién vu viéc 1a ¢6 dy, nén tryc ti€p nghe cd ay
ke.” No6i vay nhung Kusanagi lai thdy h'oi hop. Pon gian vi anh to mo
mudn biét tinh nhan cta ngwoi da ma't s€ ndi véi ngwoi vor nhw thé nao veé
chuyén phét hién thi the cia anh ta. Mt khéc, anh tinh ring néu chi y quan
sat trang thai cua Ayane lic &y, c6 the sé thay ro c¢O6 da nhan ra viéc ngoai
tinh gitra chong va hoc tro clia minh hay chua.

Ra khoi dwong cao td'c tha d6, Utsumi Kaoru cho chiéc Pajero hwdng vé
biét thir nha Mashiba. Hom qua c6 da chay dén hién treong bﬁng chi€c xe
ndy. Chic vi vdy ma khong c6 cam gidc cd s& lac dwong.

Vira t&i biét thy gia dinh Mashiba di tha'y Mamiya & d6. Ong dirng chor
triede cong cung Kishitani.

Xuong xe, Kusanagi 1ién gi¢i thi€éu Ayane v&i nhém Mamiya.

“Chung t6i rat ti€c vé chuyén vwra xdy ra.”

Mamiya lich sy cti dau chao Ayane roi quay sang hoi Kusanagi.

“Céu da k€ lai sy viéc roi che?”

“Chi nhirng ndi dung chinh théi a.”

Mamiya gat dau va mdt [an ntra nhin sang Ayane.

“Thuyc sy, ching t6i c6 rat nhi€u diéu mudn hoi co.



R4t xin 16i vi 1am phién du ¢6 vira vé dén noi.”

“Khong sao dau a.”

“Chung ta vao trong da. Kishitani, chia khéa.”

Kishitani 18y chia khéa trong tii. Ayane nhén lai né v&i vé ban khoan.

Ayane m& cOng roi bwdc vao biét thw, nhom Mamiya theo sau.
Kusanagi cling dudi theo, tay vin xdch hanh 1y cua co.

“Chdong t0i dwore tim thd’y & chd nao?” Ayane hdi sau khi vao trong nha.

“Hwdong nay,” Mamiya di 1én phia trudc.

Trén tAm tham trong phong khdch van con ddn bidng dinh. Nhin thd’y
dwong bing dinh c6 hinh ddng ngudi nim d6, Ayane dwa tay 1én che miéng,
ding lang di.

“Theo 10i cO0 Wakayama thi ch'dng chj da guc xudng & chd d6.” Mamiya
giai thich.

Duong nhu ndi dau budn va cd sdc lai doi 1én toan than Ayane. Co quy
xudng san h'd nhw guc nga. Kusanagi thd’y d6i vai &y run Ién tirng nhip.
Nhurng ti€ng khéc na'c 1€n bat ra khe khé.

“Chuyén xay ra lic may gio’ a?”” Co khé hdi.

“Lidc ¢d6 Wakayama phat hién la gén 8 gior.” Mamiya dap.

“8 gio thi... anh &y dang lam gi nhi?”

“C6 vé nhr dang udng ca phé. Ta't ca da dwore thu don r'6i nhung cé mot
cOc ca phé ro1i trén san, ca phé loang ra.”

“Caphé... anh a4y ty pha sao?”

“Y ¢ 1a...?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Bé&i vi, anh 4y ching dong vao bat ¢ viéc gi. Toi chua ting nhin thay

ch'dong minh pha ca phé.”



Kusanagi tha’'y d6i 16ng may cua Mamiya kh€ dong day.

“Khong c6 chuyén ty pha 1dy 4?” Mamiya nhéc lai.

“Trwdre khi 187y t6i thi hinh nhw cling tw pha. Nhung khi &y ¢6 mdy pha
caphé.”

“Bay gio’ ¢c6 mdy pha khong?”

“Khong a. Vi khéng can nén t6i bd di ro6i.”

Anh mit Mamiya tré nén di¥ doi. Git nguyén vé mit 4y, dng néi.

“Thwa cd, ding ra khong the néi gi khi chwa cé két qua kham nghiém
nhwng ¢6 vé nhu chdng ¢b da tring ddoc ma qua doi.”

Ayane thodng ngiy ra roi mé to ddi mét.

“Trang ddc... tring doc gi co a?”

“Chung t0i van dang diéu tra. Tuy nhién, c6 cha't doc manh dwoc tim
thay trong cdc ca phé roi & hién treong. Cling cé nghia, nguyén nhan cai
chét cua ch'ong c6 khdng phdi 1a bénh tat hay tai nan don thuan.”

Ayane che miéng, lién tuc chdp mét. P6i mit Ay phiit chd'c db hoe.

“Chuyén do, tai sao anh &Yy lai, chuyén nhuw the’...”

“DPiéu d6 van 1a bi an. Vi th&’ ma t6i mudn hodi xem ¢d ¢d nghi ra manh
moi nao khong.”

Kusanagi thAm khop viéc nay voi “tinh hudng da thay doi” ma Mamiya
noéi qua dién thoai. Anh da hi€u vi sao Mamiya lai tryc ti€p dén day.

Tay van dit trén trdn, Ayane ng'0i xudng chiéc ghé sd-pha bén canh.

“Manh mdi a, toi khong nghi dwoc gi cd.”

“Lan cudi ¢6 néi chuyén vai ch'ong la khi nao?” Mamiya hoi.

“Buoi sang hom thir Bay. Lic t6i roi khoi nha, anh &y cling di cung.”



“Khi d6 c6 thdy anh nha c6 bi€u hi€n gi khac moi khi khong? Khac biét
ra't nho cling dwoc.”

Ayane im ling suy nghi mot hoi roi lic dau.

“T6i chiu khdng thé nghi dwoc gi.”

Ciing diing thoi, Kusanagi thong cam cho ngwoi phu nir. Riéng viéc
ch'dong minh dot ng6t qua dosi da 1a mot cu sd'c, vy ma do6 con la cai chét ¢
nguyén nhan ba't thwong nhw tring ddc, dau 6c rdi loan 1la dwong nhién.

“Nghi mot chit dwoe khong sép?” Kusanagi néi. “Co ay vua di tw
Sapporo Vé nén chéc ciing mét.”

“ff, cau ndi phai.”

“Khong, t6i on ma.” Ayane ngoi thealng day. “Co diéu, to1 mudn di thay
quan 4o ¢6 dugec khong? B6 6 nay mac tw dém qua.” Cé dang méc bo vest
tuy€n mot mau den.

“Tw dém qua?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Véang. To6i ct nghi su6t xem phai lam gi d€ vé Tokyo. Vi vy md&i
chuén bj sin trang phuc d€ c6 th€ 1én dwong ba't cir liic ndo.”

“N6i vay c6 nghia la cd6 khong ngt luén a?”

“Vang a, ding ndo thi toi cling chaalng ngu dworc.”

“Nhw vdy khong dwoe dau.” Mamiya néi. “DPung la c¢d nén nghi ngoi
mot chut day.”

“Khong sao, xin dwng ban tdm. T6i thay d6 xong sé quay lai ngay.”
Ayane dirng day.

Sau khi chic chdn c6 d3 roi khodi phong, Kusanagi hdi Mamiya.

“Pa bi€t cha't doc la gi chwa?”

Mamiya gat dau.



“Thach tin dwgrc tim thd’y trong phian ca phé con sot lai.”

“Thach tin? Th dwgc dung trong vu dau doc ca ri?”

“B0O phan gidm dinh cho biét d6 la natri arsenite. To ndng do doc t&
trong ca phé, c¢6 th€ thd’y lwong cha't doc Yoshitaka da udng vuot xa mirc
gdy chét nguoi ngay 1ap tirc. Chiéu nay chic s& c6 k&t qua gidi phiu chi
ti€t nhwng xét bi€u hién tring ddc thach tin thi hoan toan khop véi tinh
trang thi the.”

Kusanagi thd dai git dau. Kha ning chét tw nhién gan nhur bang khong.

“Yoshitaka chwa tirng tiy minh pha ca phé a... Vay thi ca phé do ai pha?”
Mamiya ty néi v&i chinh minh va tit nhién cling 1a néi d€ cap dwdi nghe
thay.

“T6i nghi anh ta cling tw pha ca phé ddy.” Giong néi bat ngo’ xen ngang
la ctia Utsumi Kaoru.

“Sao cd ¢6 the khéng dinh nhw vay?” Mamiya héi.

“Vi ¢6 ngwoi xac nhan diéu d6.” Utsumi Kaoru nhm Kusanagi roi ti€p
tuc. “La co Wakayama.”

“Co0 gdi d6 da n6i gi &y nhi?” Kusanagi luc 1oi tri nho.

“Anh ¢6 nhé chuyén t6i hom qua t6i hoi cd &y vé nhirng cdi dia khong?
To1 hoi 1a Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 dung dia 16t khi udng ca phé hay khong.
C6 Wakayama néi rang khi udng mot minh thi c6 1& khong diing.”

Kusanagi nh¢ lai doan héi thoai &Y.

“Nhéc m&i nhé. Toi ciing nghe thd’y doan 4y.” Mamiya git gui. “Van dé
la tai sao hoc tro ciia ngwoi v lai bi€t diéu ma chinh ngwoi vor con khong
bi€t nhi.”

“T6i cling mudn trao doi trede VE chuyén d6.”



Kusanagi ghé sat tai Mamiya va k€& lai ndi dung tro chuyén gitra anh va
Utsumi Kaoru, suy luan ring Wakayama Hiromi va Mashiba Yoshitaka c6
1€ ¢c6 md1 quan hé déc biét.

Mamiya nhin tr Kusanagi sang Utsumi Kaoru, cweoi an y.

“Hai ngwoi cling nghi thé” a?”

“Sép cling vay?” Kusanagi nhin Mamiya, 1ong cam tha’y ba't ngo.

“Plng twdng to6i gia dAu thi ching biét gi. True gidc mdch bdo tir 51
qua da’y.” Mamiya g0 ngon tay 1én dau.

“Moi nguoi dang néi chuyén gi thé”a?” Kishitani hdi xen vao.

“T61 s€ cho ciu bi€t sau.” Mamiya no6i roi lai nhin sang nhom Kusanagi.
“Purng béng gid vé viéc &y tred'c mat cd vo. Tuyét d6i khong.”

“T6i hi€u,” Kusanagi dap. Bén canh, Utsumi Kaoru cling gat dau.

“Vay, cha't ddc d6 chi cé trong ca phé sét lai théi a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Con mot chd nira.”

“bola...”

“Gidy loc x&p thanh bd v&i phéu pha ca phé. Chinh x4c 1a trong bot ca
phé da pha con sét lai & gidy loc.”

“Nghia la chat doc dwore tron vao bot ca phé luc pha a?” Kishitani noi.

“Thuwong thi ¢6 th€ nghi theo hwdng d6. Tuy nhién van ¢ th€ nghi t&i
mot kha nang khac.” Mamiya néi, ngdn tay trd gio 1€n.

“Tron sdn vao ca phé tir tredre.” Utsumi Kaoru néi.

Mamiya gat dau vé hai long.

“Chinh xac. Bot ca phé & trong ti lanh. Bén giam dinh khong phat hién
chat doc trong d6 nhwng khong vi thé” ma cé the€ khfmg dinh 1a khong c6 su

chuan bi tredrc. C6 the chi tron vao phén trén cung, khi xic ca phé bang



thia s€ 12y ra hét.”

“Né&u vay thi trdn vao lic nao?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong biét. Bén gidm dinh ¢ thu h'6i vai gid'y loc da qua s dung 14n
trong tui rac song khong tim thd’y chat doc. Nhuwng thé” 1a dwong nhién.
Néu tim thdy thi cé nghia la tredc d6 c6 ngwoi da udng phai ca phé pha
chat doc roi.”

“Trong bon c6 cdc ca phé chwa rira.” Utsumi Kaoru néi. “Thoi di€m
ching duoc st dung 1a mét chi ti€t quan trong. Va nguoi da st dung chiing
cling vay.”

Mamiya li€m mép.

“MaYy di€m dé da ro roi. Pa c6 k&t qua ki€m tra dd'u van tay. MOt nguoi
la Yoshitaka. Ngwoi con lai chinh 1a nhan vat ma cac cau dang nghi dén.”

Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru nhin nhau. Th& 1a diéu ma hai nguwoi suy
dodn c6 vé di tim dwoc bang ching.

“Sép, thwc ra thi Wakayama Hiromi dang trén dwong dén day.”
Kusanagi k€ lai v&i Mamiya vé cudc dién thoai clia Ayane.

Mamiya nhan tran, 6ng gt dau.

“Cling dang lic ddy. Ho6i Wakayama Hiromi xem ho udng ca phé lic
nao. Pung d€ ¢6 ta quanh co 1ap li€m.”

“T6i hiéu,” Kusanagi dap.

Ho ngung trao doi vi nghe tha’y ti€ng bwdc chan tir cau thang xudng.

“Pa d€ cac vi phai cho,” Ayane budc vao. Cd méic chi€c 4o s mi mau
xanh nudc bién nhat va quan dai mau den. Sic mit c6 vé kha hon nhung
cling ¢6 th€' do ¢6 vwra trang di€m lai.

“Cho phép t6i hoi c6 mot Tan nira nhé.” Mamiya néi.



“Vang, ong noi di a.”

“Cd ngdi xudng da. Chic cd van mét 1dm.” Ddi trudng chi chiec gh&
sO-pha.

Ayane dit minh xudng ghé&”. Qua ctra kinh, ¢d doi mat nhin khu vwon.

“Trong ching that tdi nghiép, ching con chiit sitc sdng nao. Toi dd nhe
ch'ong twdi nwde gitm nhwng anh &y khong hieng thd véi hoa cd.”

Kusanagi hwdng mét nhin theo. Nhitng bong hoa dii mau sic dang xoe
canh trong cac chau cay va bon hoa.

“Xin 101, toi ¢6 thé twedi cay dwoc khong? Mic ké chiing nhw vy t6i birt
riet 14m.”

Mamiya thoang vé ban khoan nhwng ngay 1ap tirc nét méit dng gian ra.

“Khong van @€ gi. Chung tbi ciing khong voi.”

“T6i xin phép,” Ayane néi va dirng 1én. Nhwng khong hi€u sao ¢6 lai di
vao b&p. Kusanagi ngd virc nhin theo thi thd’y co bit dau xa nuwde tir voi
vao x0.

“Puong 6ng nwde khong dan ra veeon a?” Kusanagi ci't ti€ng hoi tir sau
lwng co.

Ayane mim cudi lac dau.

“Nudc nay d€ twdi chd hoa ngoai ban cong. Vi tang hai khong cé bon
rira mat.”

“Rala the".”

Kusanagi nh¢& lai ngay hém qua, Tan déau tién d&€n ngoi nha nay, Utswmi
Kaoru da dirng & dwdi nhin mai 1€n ban cong tang hai.

X6 nwoc day c6 vé kha nang. Kusanagi chia tay ra @€ nghi xach gidp.

“Khong sao dau a.”



“Pwng ban tdm. Xach 1é€n tdng hai phai khéng?”

“Cam on anh,” Ayane khé khang dap lai.

phdi mau ra't troi tin, Kusanagi 14p tic bi thu hiit.

“Tranh nay la do c¢6 lam?”

“Véng, tdc pham nay ciing dworec mot thoi gian roi.”

“Gioi qua. T6i von nghi nhirng moén nay chi la théu thuia don gian thoi.
Khong ngo l1ai day tinh nghé thuat nhw thé nay...”

“Khong ti mirc nghé thuat dau a. Khau ghép vai chi danh cho cac mén
d6 thwong dung. Quan trong nhat 1a htru dung cho cudc sdng. Tuy thé’, anh
c6 tha'y s& t&t hon nita n&u c6 th€ vui vé ngdm nhin ching khéng?”

“C6 chir. Lam ra dwoe san pham thé nay qua la tuyét voi day. Nhung
ma to'n cdng 14m ding khong?”

“MAt nhiéu thoi gian nén thwong doi hoi tinh kién nhin. Nhwng khodng
thdi gian 1am ra ching ciing thd vi 1dm. N&u khong 1am mot céch vui vé thi
s€ khong thé’ c6 nhirng san pham tot.”

Kusanagi gat dau ro6i lai ngdm tAm tham. Thoat nhin, mau sic ctia n6 c6
vé duoce sip xé&p tuy tién nhung khi hinh dung Ayane da vui vé& 1am ra né thi
chi ngdm nhin thoi anh ciing tha’y thw gidn.

Ban co6ng dwgc xay kha rdng, twong xirng véi can phong. Tuy nhién, do
hang loat céc chiu hoa x&p thanh day nén tao cdm gidc chi dd chd cho mot
nguwoi di chuyén.

Ayane nhit 13’y mot céi lon rdng dit & géc ban cong.

“Anh th2y no6 thu vi khong?” C6 n6i va chia cho Kusanagi xem.



O ddy cdi lon c6 duc vai 16 nhd. Cb ding né d€ mic nude trong x0. T4t
nhién nwdc s& roi xuéng qua nhitng 16 nhd. Nudc bat dau rd xudng cic
chiu hoa.

“A ha, thay cho binh twdi.”

“Pung vay. Dung binh twdi thi khé 18y nwde trong x6 hon ma. Vi thé toi
md&i khoan 16 dwdi ddy lon.”

“Good idea.”

“Ping khong? Nhwng néu 1a ch'ong t6i, anh &y s€ phan nan khdng hi€u
toi trong hoa & ban cong lam gi né€u mat cong dén thé.” Bat chot khudn
mit Ayane khuyng lai, cd ng'6i thup xudng. Nwde trong lon rdng van tiép tuc
chay.

“C0 Mashiba.” Kusanagi ca't ti€ng goi.

“Xin 101, di th& nao t6i cling chwa the tin dwore 1a anh &'y khong con trén
cbi doi nay ntra...”

“Ep minh tin ngay m&i 12 diéu khong the.”

“Chéic anh ciing biét r'oi, chiing tdi k&t hon con chwa dwgec mot nim.
Mii m&i quen v&i cude sdng mdi, toi vira kip nim 16 sé thich &n udng cia
ch'dng minh. T6i cr nghi S€ con ra't nhiéu niém vui...”

Nhin Ayane dat mQt ban tay 1én mat, dau ri xud6ng, Kusanagi khong bi€t
nén ndi gi. Nhirng déa hoa nhw vay 18y cd, vé rgc ro cia ching lic nay
trong cung thit u buon.

Téi xin 16i, c6 khe khé néi.

“Ctr th& nay thi toi chealng giip dwoc gi cho cong an. Bi€t 1a phdi manh
m¢ 1én, vdy ma...”

“Hay d€ ching t6i chuyén viéc tham van sang hdm khac nhé?” Kusanagi



ba't gidc néi. Mamiya ma nghe thd’y chéc hin lai nhin mit.

“Khong sao dau. B&i vi chinh t6i cling mong so'm biét dwgrc chan twdng
s viéc. Nhung, nghi thé nao thi t6i cling khdong hi€u dwoc. Vi sao anh Yy,
chat doc...”

Ayane n6i dén day thi chuéng ctra reo vang. Co c6 vé bat ngo va dirng
day. Tw trén ban c6ng ¢6 cham chi nhin xudng.

“Hiromi o1!” Ayane goi vong xudng, khé gio’ tay 1én.

“Co6 Wakayama a?”

“ff,” Ayane dap roi quay vao.

Co rovi khoi cidn phong nén Kusanagi bude theo. Ho vira xudng dén chan
Cau thang thi thd'y Utsumi Kaoru ding & hanh lang. Chic c6 nghe thay
ti€ng chudng. Wakayama Hiromi dén, anh néi nhd da de cd nghe tha'y.

Ayane m¢& cdnh ctra noi sanh nha. Wakayama Hiromi da ding tredc

2

cura.
“Hiromi a,” giong Ayane nghe nhu sip khéc.
“C6 gido, c6 on khong a?”
“Co6 on. Cam on em da dén.”
Vira dit cAu néi, Ayane da 6m 14y Wakayama Hiromi. C6 bit d4u oa 1én

khdoc nhw dira tré.



Ngwng 6m Wakayama Hiromi, Mashiba Ayane dwa ngén tay 1€n gat nwéc
mét, khé néi, Em rat tiéc.

“Cod da c6 gang kim nén nhung vira nhin thd'y Hiromi thi dot nhién
khong ngan duoc cdm xic. Nhwng ¢6 binh tinh lai r'éi. Thye sy khdng sao
dau.”

Nhin Ayane c& ging nin ra nu cudi, Kusanagi cim thay khd sé&. Anh
mudn nhanh chéng d€ c6 dwgrc & mdt minh.

“Co gido, em c6 the¢ lam dwgrc gi khong a?” Wakayama Hiromi nhin
Ayane va khiém nhwong hoi.

Ayane 14c dau.

“Em dén voi ¢o 1a t6t roi. Voi lai, gior ¢o cling khong suy nghi dugc gi.
Em vao nha di da. C6 mu6n nghe em k& chi ti€t moi chuyén.”

“Khong, wm, c6 Mashiba nay,” Kusanagi nhin hai ngwoi phu nir va voi
vang néi. “Thyc ra thi chiing t6i cling mu6n hdi chuyén c6 Wakayama. TG

hom qua 16n x6n qua nén chiing t6i khong thé ttr to'n trao doi.”



Anh mét Wakayama Hiromi dao dong vé boi roi. Chc%ng lé co ta nght 20
phiit trinh bay vé thoi diém phdt hién thi thé’la di va khong cdn phdi noi gi
thém nira?

“Tat nhién 1a cong an cac anh ng6i nghe ludon ciing dwoec.” Ayane hoan
toan khong nhan ra y @6 cua Kusanagi.

“Khong, y t6i la, ching t6i mudén trao doi riéng voi ¢c6 Wakayama
tredre.”

Nghe Kusanagi néi vdy, Ayane chép méit vé khong bang 1ong.

“Sao th& a? To6i cling mudn nghe Hiromi néi. B&i vi dé 1a 1y do ma cd
ay dén day.”

“Phu nhan. C6 Mashiba.” Khong rd Mamiya da & d6 tw bao gio’ va néi
xen vao. “Vo cung xin 16i, nhung cong viéc clia cong an chiing tdi cling c6
nguyén tic nhat dinh, cd c¢6 th&€ @& nhém Kusanagi 1am viéc trudc dwoc
khong? Trong mét c6 thi d6 12 viéc 1am hinh thitc nhung n&u khdng tuin
tha hinh thitc d6 thi c6 th€ sé phét sinh ric r&i vé sau.”

Trudc cach néi khach sdo thdi qua nay, Ayane c¢6 vé khdng thodi mai.
Nhung co git dau.

“T6i hiéu roi. Vay t6i nén doi & dau?”

“Cd cit & day. Tdi ciing c6 viéc mudn hdi ¢d.” Mamiya néi roi dwa mét
nhin Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru. “Dwa c6 Wakayama ra chd nao c6 th&
binh tinh n6i chuyén nhé.”

“Vang,” Kusanagi dap.

“T6i di 18y xe.” Utsumi Kaoru m¢ ctra tredrc sanh nha va bwdc ra ngoai.



Khoang 20 phiit sau, nhém Kusanagi da ng6i trong géc mot nha hang gia
dinh. Utsiimi Kaoru ng6i canh anh, d6i dién hai ngwoi la Wakayama
Hiromi dang cdi xudng, vé mit cang th:flng.

“T61 hdm qua cd ngt dwgrec khdng?” Kusanagi nhap mot ngum ca phé va
héi.

“Cung khong...”

“Viéc phat hién thi th€ ding la cu sdc 1on phai khéng?”

Wakayama Hiromi khong tra 1¢:i. C6 van cdn méi nhin xudng.

Theo Utsumi Kaoru thi ¢6 vé ¢6 gdi da khoc sau khi vé nha t61 hom qua.
Tuy 1a quan hé bat chinh nhwng viéc chirng kién céi chét ciia nguwoi minh
yéu chic khong phai mot ci sdc binh thuong.

“T6i mudn hdi mot s& cAu ma hom qua khong trao d6i dwoc, co sin
sang chr?”

Wakayama Hiromi hit siu mét hoi.

“To6i khong biét gi ca... Chic khong phadi ciu hdi ndo tdi ciing tra 101
dwoc dau.”

“Khong c¢6 chuyén d6 dau. Khéng cé cau hdi nao khé dén thé€’. D6 Ia,
néu cd cb y dinh tra loi thanh thye.”

Wakayama Hiromi 1iéc nhin Kusanagi. Tuy gwom mét nhin anh nhung
d6i mét c6 van 4nh 1én vé lwong thién.

“To1 khong néi doi.”

“Th& la da ro6i. Vay toéi hoi, cd phat hién thi th€ cua anh Mashiba

Yoshitaka vao khoang 8 gio t&i hom qua, con Tan trede d6 ¢6 dén nha



Mashiba la vao btra tiéc tai gia t6 chirc hom thir Sdu, chuyén dé khong c6 gi
sai chr?”

“Khong sai.”

“Cd chic khong? Nhiéu nguoi vi qua sdc ma tdm 1y hodng loan va ky
trc tréd nén 16n x6n. C6 binh tinh nghi Tdn ntra di. K€ tw ldc chao ra vé hdm
thir Sau cho dén td61 hom qua, cd thyc sy khong dén biét thy nha Mashiba
I4n ndo 27" Kusanagi hdi, mit vin chim chd nhin hang 16ng mi dai cda
Wakayama Hiromi. Anh nhan giong khi néi chtr “thyc sy”.

Sau mdt h'6i im lang, c6 map mdy déi moi.

“Sao lai hoi t0i viéc d6? Toi da néi 1a khong sai ma sao anh van hoi dai
ding the?”

Miéng Kusanagi gian ra.

“Phia dang héi 1a t6i daYy.”

“Nhung...”

“Hay nghi don gian la téi chi xdc nhan th6i. Nhwng, nhw ¢6 vira mdi
néi, chi cé vay thoi ma da la dai deamg héi thi t6i cling mudn c6 than trong
trd 10i. N&u néi ra diéu khong hay 14m r'o6i sau d6 cd lai thay doi thi cling
khé cho chiing t6i 14m.”

Wakayama Hiromi ti€p tuc im lang. Kusanagi cam tha’y cd ta dang tham
tinh todn nhiéu diéu. Chic chin 13 dang cin nhic vé kha ning bai 16
chuyén néi doi canh sat va thi nhan moi chuyén & diy cé phai la thwong
sdch hay khong.

Nhung dwong nhw chi€c can trong long van khong ngtng dao dong nén
cO ta ti€p tuc im ldng. Kusanagi da thay sdt ruot.

“T61 hom qua, khi d&n hién trrong, ching toi thd'y ¢6 mot cdc ca phé va



hai chiéc dia nam trong bon rta. Khi dwoc hdi c6 bigt gi vé ching khong
thi c6 dap 1a khong. Tuy nhién, chiing t6i da x4c nhan dwoe dau van tay cua
cO & d6. Cod da cham vao bo coc chén d6 khi nao?”

Po6i vai Wakayama Hiromi ha xudng cung ti€ng thé dai.

“Co gap anh Mashiba vao tht By ding khong? TAt nhién 1a mot
Mashiba con song.”

Co gai dat tay Ién tran, cui trd ti vao ban. C6 th€ c6 dang nghi céach
quanh co nhwng Kusanagi ty tin s€ khong de’ co lang tranh.

Tha cénh tay dang dit trén trdn xudng, van khong ngwdec 1én, co gat dau.

“Ping nhw 161 anh néi. Toi xin 16i.”

“C6 da gap anh Mashiba phai khong?”

“Véang,” c6 dap sau mot chit ngap ngung.

“Khi nao?”

Co6 gai lai khong dinh tra 1oi cAu hdi nay ngay 14p tirc. Kusanagi da tha'y
burc bdi tredrc sw buong binh do.

“Bit budc phai trd 1o 24?” Wakayama Hiromi nging mit 1én, nhin
Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru. “B&i vi d6 1a viéc hoan toan khong li€n quan
ma? Nhw vay khong phai 1a xdm pham doi tw a?”

Khudn mit nhwe sép khéc nhung dnh mét co that sy tirc gidn. Khau khi
cling sic so.

Kusanagi nh¢ dé€n nhirng 1o tredre diy dwore nghe tie mot dan anh trong
nganh. D6 1a, du trong c6 yé€u dudi dén dau thi mdt phu nir dang ngoai tinh
s& ludn cirng rén.

Tuy thé€, khong th€ mat thi gio & ddy dwoc. Kusanagi dwa ra quan bai

ti€p theo.



“Pa lam rdo dwoc nguyén nhan cdi chét cua anh Mashiba: Tring doc.”

Wakayama Hiromi 16 vé dao dong.

“Poc...”

“Cha't doc dwge tim tha’y trong ca phé con sét lai ¢ hién treong.”

Cd m& to mét. “Tai sao... sao c6 thé...”

Kusanagi hoi reén ngudi 1én, nhin thdng vao khudn mit ¢ gdi.

“Tai sa0? Sao c6 thé? Y ¢d 14?7

“Boi vi...”

“Vi khi ¢ u6ng trede d6 thi khdng cé gi ba't thwong phai khong?”

C6 chép mét, di hoi lwdng 1w nhung van gat dau.

“Cod Wakayama. Van dé chinh 1a & chd d6. Néu anh Mashiba ty bd
thudc doc vao, va néu c¢6 da'u vét chirng minh diéu dé thi ching t6i héu
nhw khong con gi phai ban khodn. Khi 8y day chi 1a mot vu ty sat hodc tai
nan. Nhung, & thoi di€m hién tai, kha nang d6 la v6 cung thap. Pay la tinh
hudng chi cé th€ xét toi kha nang c6 nguoi, véoi y 6 nao do, da cha dong
bd ddc vao ca phé ctia anh Mashiba. Hon ntra cha't doc con dwoe tim thay
trong gidy loc ca phé da qua st dung. Biy gio, gia thi€t hop 1y nhd't 1a chat
doc da dwoc tron 1an vao bot ca phé.”

Wakayama Hiromi 16 r& vé hoang mang, lién tuc lic dau.

“T6i khong bi€t gi hét.”

“Vay thi, it nha't hay tra loi cdu hoi cda ching tdi. Viéc ¢6 udng ca phé &
biét thy nha Mashiba la manh m&i v6 cung quan trong. Pham tdi... khong,
chwa th€ khflng dinh d6 1a pham t0i, nhwng 1o khai cua ¢6 1a yé€u t& quan
trong d€ suy doan ding thoi gian ma ai dé da trdn cha't doc vao ca phé.”

“Puroe che?” Kusanagi hdi don va ceong quyét dieng diy nhin xuéng



cO. Anh dinh s€ im ldng cho dé€n khi d61 phwong no6i ra diéu gi do.

Wakayama Hiromi dwa hai tay 1€n che mi€ng. Pi€m nhin di chuyén bat
dinh trén mat ban. R'6i ¢6 bat 1én twng ti€ng rd rang.

“Khong phai t6i.”

“Sao?”

“Khong phai 1a t6i,” ¢ 1ac d4u, 4nh mét khah cau. “T6i khdng cho chat
doc vao. D6 1a sy that. Xin hay tin t61.”

Kusanagi ba't giac quay sang nhin Utsumi Kaoru.

Qua that Wakayama Hiromi 12 mét trong nhitng d6i twong tinh nghi.
Tham chi ¢6 th€ néi 1a ngwoi dang nghi nhat. C6 co hoi d€ dau doc. Néu
c¢6 mdi quan hé bat chinh v&i Mashiba Yoshitaka thi hoan toan ¢6 thé nghi
t&i viéc phét sinh dong co vi cdi goi 1a rac rdi tinh cdm. Va hoan toan ¢
the tw minh gi€t ngwoi r'oi dong vai nguoi phat hién d€ danh Iwa.

Tuy nhién, & giai doan hién tai thi Kusanagi tuyét d6i loai trir dinh kién
d6 khi ti&p can v&i ¢d gdi. Chic chin anh khong néi mot 1o ndo the hién sy
nghi ngo’ d61 v&i ¢d. Anh chi hdi cd da udng ca phé voi Mashiba Yoshitaka
vao lic nao. Tuy vay, loi ¢6 vira ndi the hién diéu gi? C6 the chinh vi ban
than 1a ké pham t0i nén nhin tha'u suy nghi cta canh sat, ciing c¢6 theé d6 chi
l1a hanh vi ty phat.

“T6i hoi vay khong c6 nghia 1a nghi ngo ¢d,” anh cwoi. “Nhw téi da noi,
gior ching t6i chi muén lam ro thoi di€m xdy ra hanh vi pham tdi. Néu ¢6
da gdp anh Mashiba va u6ng ca phé thi d6 la luc nao va ai da pha ca phe,
pha nhw thé nao? C6 c6 th€ néi dwore chr?”

Wakayama Hiromi 10 v& kh& s& trén khudn miit tring nhot. Liéu c6 don

gian 1a c6 chi dang phan van khong bi€t c6 nén thi nhan chuyén ngoai tinh



hay khong, Kusanagi chwa thé doan chic.

“C06 Wakayama.” Utsumi Kaoru ba't ngo’ Ién ti€ng.

Wakayama Hiromi ngac nhién ngwdce 1€n.

“Chtng t6i c6 hinh dung nha't dinh vé m&i quan hé gitra cd v&i Mashiba
Yoshitaka.” Utsumi Kaoru ti€p tuc. “Du c6 c¢6 phti nhan di chang nwa thi
ching t6i van phdi xac minh lai di€ém d6. Va khi cong an da d€ y t¢i thi hau
hét cau chuyén sé dwgc sang td. Hon nira trong qua trinh tim hi€u, sé co rat
nhiéu nguoi d&€n hoi vE s tinh. Bay gio, & ddy, n€u c6 thanh thét ndi ra thi
phia chiing t6i c6 thé s& xit 1y dwore. Va chiing tdi s& cAn nhic néu co kién
quyét dé nghi khong tiét 16 cho nguwoi khac biét.”

Sau khi kién nhin gidi thich cdn b diéu tra s€ ti€n hanh nhing thi tuc
gi, Utsumi Kaoru méi nhin sang Kusanagi va hoi cii dau xudng. Chéc cd
¢6 ¥ xin 10i vi da tly tién xen ngang.

Tuy nhién, loi khuyén d6 dwong nhw c6 tic dong dén tdm 1y cla
Wakayama Hiromi. C6 th€ loi néi cia nguwei cling gidi tinh cling ¢6 trong
lrong hon. C6 cii dau thap hon roi lai ngahg mit 1én, tr tr chd'p mét r'oi
thé hit ra.

“Thuec sy cac vi co th€ gitr bi mat cho t6i ch?”

“Ne€u la viéc khong li€n quan dén vy 4n thi ching t6i s€ khong tuy tién
noi ra. Hay tin chung t61.” Kusanagi ciing tuyén bg'.

Wakayama Hiromi gat dau.

“bung nhw ¢6 ndi, tdi va anh Mashiba c6 mdi quan hé dic biet. Cudi
tuan nay ding la td6i khong chi d&n nha anh &y vao t6i hom qua.”

“Trwdre d6 1a khi nao?”

“T&i ngay thir Bay. T6i nghi 12 9 gid t61.”



C6 vé Mashiba Ayane vira ra khoi nha la cap tinh nhan da tranh tha hen
ho.

“Hai nguwoi hen tredre r'oi a?”

“Khong. Sau khi 1op hoc khau ghép vai két thic thi anh Mashiba goi
dién cho t6i. Anh &y bao t6i d€n nha.”

“Vi th& ¢d da t¢i d6. Sau do thi sao?”

Sau mot thoang phan van, Wakayama Hiromi nhin th?ing vao Kusanagi
nhwr da quy€t tam.

“T6i & lai d&m hom d6. To6i roi khdi nha anh Mashiba vao sang hom
sau.”

Ng6i bén canh Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru bit dau ghi chép. Nhin sang
khudn mit c¢6 anh khong th€ nim bit dwoe bat cit bi€u cdm gi. Nhung chéc
chin ¢d dang c6 nhitng cdm nhan cla riéng minh. Kusanagi dv dinh s& hdi
cO sau.

“Hai ngwoi udng ca phé vao lic nao?”

“Sang hém qua. T6i 1a ngwdi pha. A, nhung t6i hom trwde ching toi
cling udng.”

“T&1 the Bay cling udng? Vay la udng hai I'dn a?”

“Dung vay.”

“L’an do cung la co pha?”

“Khong. Td1 thir Bay thi khi t6i dé€n noi, anh Mashiba da pha xong roi.
Anh Ay pha s&n ludn ph#n cua tdi.” Wakayama Hiromi ti€p tuc cti dau.
“D¢ 1a Tan dau tién toi nhin thdy anh &y pha ca phé. Anh 8y cling n6i lau
roi méi ty lam viéc nay.”

“Khi d6 hai ngeoi khong dung dén dia nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru ngang mat



1€n hoi.

“Pung vdy,” Wakayama Hiromi dap.

“Vay la sang hom sau c6 pha ca phé?” Kusanagi xac nhan thém mdt [an
nwa.

“Ca phé anh Mashiba pha hoi ddng nén anh &y néi mudn toi pha I4n
ti€p theo. Sang hdm qua, anh &y da dirng bén canh cham chd nhin sudt
khoang thoi gian t6i pha ca phé.” Anh mét c6 chuyén sang Utsumi Kaoru.
“Lic do6 thi ching t6i dung dia. P6 chinh la nhtrng cdi dia bd trong bon
ra.”

Kusanagi gat dau. D&n diy khong c6 chi ti€t nao mau thuin.

“T6i hdi lai cho chic chin, ca phé st dung vao t&i thtt By va sang Chl
nhat 12 loai van diung & nha Mashiba phai khong?”

“Chéc chéin 1a th&". T6i chi diing bot ca phé c¢6 sin trong ti lanh thdi. Con
vEé ca phé anh Mashiba dung d€ pha t&i thir By thi t6i khong r6. Nhwng t6i
nghi van 1a loai d6.”

“C0 twng pha ca phé ¢ nha anh Mashiba r'6i a?”

“Thinh thoang t6i pha khi c6 gido nho. Cach pha ca phé t6i ciing hoc tw
cO. Sang hom qua cling vay.”

“C0 thdy c6 gi khac thwong khi pha ca phé khéng? Vi tri @€ dung cu hay
nhan ca phé loai khéc chéng han.”

Wakayama Hiromi kh& nheo mét r'di 1ic dau.

“Khong. T6i nghi tdt cd moi tht déu nhw binh thwong.” N6i doan, c6
mé to mét v nghiéng dau thic méc, “V&i lai, ldc d6 ching phai 1a khong
lién quan a?”

“Y co la sao?”



“B&i vi,” ¢6 thu cam lai, mit vin hwong 1én, “lic d6 thudc doc chwa bi
bd vao. NE&u c¢6 ai d6 bd thudc doc vao thi phai la sau dé ding khong?”

“Pung vay, cé kha nang la thu pham da st dung manh khée nao dé.”

“Minh khée...” Co gdi c6 vé khdng dong tinh va nhéc lai. “Tdi khong
thay gi khac thwong ca.”

“Udng ca phé xong thi sao?”

“T6i roi khdi d6 ngay. Chd nhit tdi day khau ghép vai tai mot treong
van hoéa & Ikebukuro.”

“Lép hoc bit dau va két thic lic may gio?”

“Buo0i sang t 9 gior dén 12 gior, budi chiéu tw 3 gior dén 6 gio.”

“Co ¢ dau gitra hai buoi hoc?”

“T6i don dep sau gio hoc, dn trwva r'6i chuan bj cho 1op budi chiéu.”

“C6 an trea & ngoai a?”

“Vang. Hom qua thi t6i dn & mdt tiém mi nam trén phd in udng cta khu
bach héa,” c6 nhiu may. “T6i nghi minh ra ngoai trong khoang mot ti€ng.
Chéc chin khong the d&n nha anh Mashiba r'o6i lai quay lai dau.”

Puwgc roi, dwoc roi, Kusanagi cweoi kho s va néi 1o tram an.

“Chiing t6i ¢6 dang diéu tra chitng cit ngoai pham dau, c6 ding lo ling.
Theo 101 k€ ngay hom qua thi ¢6 da goi dién cho anh Mashiba sau khi 1op
hoc két thuc, ¢6 c6 dinh chinh gi vé viéc nay khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi trdnh 4nh mét ctia Kusanagi, vé mit khdng thodi mai.

“Viéc tdi goi dién la sy thiat. Nhwng 1y do goi dién thi hoi khac voi
nhtrng gi toi da néi.”

“Hom qua co gidi thich 1y do goi dién 1 vi lo 14ng khong biét anh ta c6

gi bat tién khi vor ving nha hay khong.”



“Sy that 1a, ldic t0i rovi khoi nha vao budi sang, anh Mashiba bao t6i hay
goi dién cho anh khi day hoc xong.”

P6i mit Wakayama Hiromi hudng xudng, Kusanagi vira nhin co vira git
dau.

“Anh &y rd cd di an tdi & nha hang phai khong?”

“Cé vé nhu vay.”

“Hoan toan hop ly. T61 da ban khoan suot, du 1a ¢c6 gido ma minh vo
cung ton kinh thi cling cé can ban long dén thé&" hay khong. Hon ntra, chi vi
doi phrong khong nghe dién thoai ma dén tin nha.”

Wakayama Hiromi nhtin vai, khong buon phan doi.

“T6i ciing biét n6i vdy chic s& bi nghi ngd. Nhung t6i khong nghi ra 167
giai thich nao khéc...”

“Vi anh Mashiba khong nghe mdy nén co6 thay lo l1ing va dén nha ho.
Phian 1oi khai nay thi sao? C6 can chinh stra gi khong?”

“Khong. Sau d6 thi ding nhw nhirng gi hdm qua toi da néi. Xin 16i vi da
n6i d61.” Bau co ri xudng, doi vai budng thong.

Bén canh Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru van dang ghi chép. Anh li€c nhanh
sang d6 roéi lai quan st dang vé cia Wakayama Hiromi.

bén gior thi khéng ¢6 di€m nao dang ngo trong loi khai. Tham chi héu
hé€t nhirng nghi van t61 hom qua da dwoc gidi quy€t. Nhung chi nhw vay thi
chwa da co’ s& d€ hoan toan tin twdng Wakayama Hiromi.

“Nhuw t6i da néi, ching tdi cang lic cang nghi ngo’ vu nay 1a an mang.
T&1 qua t6i cling da hoi, trong treong hop d6 thi ¢6 ¢é nghi ra ba't cir manh
mo&i nao khong. Cau trd loi cda c6 1a khdong. C6 con néi ban than khong

bi€t gi v€ anh Mashiba ngoai viéc d6 la chong cta c6 gido. Nhung gio’ ¢6



da thtra nhan m6i quan hé dic biét véi anh Mashiba, vdy ¢ cé diéu gi ¢6
th€ néi v&i ching t6i khéng?”

Wakayama Hiromi c6 vé bdi rdi, ddi 1ong may cup xudng.

“T6i khong biét. Toi khong th€ tin 1a anh &y lai bj ai d6 gi€t hai.”

Kusanagi nhan ra treéc d6 cd luén goi “anh Mashiba” nhwng gior da
chuyén thanh “anh &y”.

“Co hay nho lai nhirtng Tan néi chuyén gan diy véi anh Mashiba. Néu
day la mdt vu an mang thi ro rang la dwoc 1€n k& hoach. Tom lai 1a s€ c6
dong co cu th€. Thong thwong trong cac treong hop nhw vay, ban than
nguwoi bi hai cling y thirc rd't rd vé diéu d6. Du ¢é ¥ dinh che gid'u thi nhiéu
khi van 16 miéng ndi ra.”

Wakayama Hiromi 4n hai tay vao thai dwong, 1ic dau.

“T6i khong bi€t. Cong viéc c6 vé thuan loi, chgng c6 ndi lo 1ing diic bigt
nao va anh &y khong bao gior néi xa'u ai.”

“Cd cd ging nghi thém dwoc khong?”

Ngay lap tirc, cd nhin thealng vao Kusanagi nhr mudn phan d6i, 4nh mét
day u buon.

“T6i da nghi rat nhiéu. Sudt ca dém, t6i da vira khdc vira nghi xem tai
sao lai xay ra chuyén th& nay. Anh ay da ty sat a? Hay la bi ai gi€t? To6i
nghi rd't rat nhiéu. Nhwng t61 khong bi€t. To1 da nghi di nghi lai khong biét
bao nhiéu Tan v€ nhirng gi chiing t6i tng ndi. Nhwng qua thyc 1a t6i khong
bi€t. Anh canh sat, tai sao anh &y lai bi giét, toi la ngwoi mudn bi€t nhat.”

Kusanagi nhin thd’y ddi mét c6 dang dé ngau 1én. Vanh mét thodng chdc
cling chuyén sang mau h'ong.

Tuy la ngoai tinh nhwng co ta thdt long yéu Mashiba Yoshitaka,



Kusanagi nghi. Mit khdc anh ciing canh gidc, néu day la dién trd thi qua la
ghé gom.

“M&i quan hé dic biét véi anh Mashiba Yoshitaka bét dau tir khoang
thoi gian nao?”

Wakayama Hiromi mé to d6i mét dd hoe trede cau hdi ctia anh.

“Viec do, to1 nghi la khong lién quan gi dé€n vu 4n.”

“C6 lién quan hay khong, phia nhén dinh khong phai c6 ma Ia chiing t6i.
Nhuw ching t6i da néi khi nay, chiing t6i sé khong cho nguoi ngoai cudc
bi€t, n€u thdy d6 la viéc khong lién quan thi v€ sau chung toi tuyét doi
khong dat nhirng cau héi dang nay nwa.”

C6 mim chat d6i méi, hit m6t hoi that sdu. Pwa tay ra voi 187y coc tra,
nh&p mot ngum h'dong tra c6 1& dd ngudi ngit.

“Tw khoang ba thang truedrc.”

“Ra vay,” Kusanagi git #du. Anh mudn hoi chuyén gi din t¢i mdi quan
hé &'y nhwng lai thoi. “C6 ai bi€t vé quan hé gitra hai ngwoi khong?”

“Khong, chic chén 13 khong.”

“Nhwng nhitng ldc hai ngudi di 4n riéng véi nhau ching han, phai ¢6
chr? Hoan toan c¢6 kha nang bi ai d6 nhin thay.”

“Chung t6i khé can than vé chuyén d6. Khong bao gior ching tdi ding
btra & cuing mo6t nha hang hon mét Ian. Hon ntra, anh &y cling hay an uéng
v&i ngudi quen 13 phu nit hodc v&i cdce co ti€p vién nha hang nén dit ¢ bit
gap ng6i cung tdi thi cling khdng phai chuyén gi dac biét.”

Mashiba Yoshitaka co vé la mot tay dn cho’i. Biét dau anh ta lai co tinh
nhdn khdc nita ngoai Wakayama Hiromi. Néu vdy thi ngay cd cé gdi trwoc

mdt ciing co thé’ ndy sinh dong co ha sdt Mashiba Yoshitaka. Kusanagi



tham nghi.

Utsumi Kaoru ngwng ghi chép, ngang 1€n hai.

“Hai nguwoi ¢6 dé€n khéach san tinh yéu khi bi mat gdp nhau khéng?”’

Kusanagi bit gidc nhin chim chim n& dong nghiép, ngt diéu trong cau
héi cua cb sdc mui di€u tra. Anh cling mudn hoi cau twong ty nhwng khong
dinh dung 161 nd1 trye ti€p dén vay.

“Chuyén do ciing can thi€t cho viéc di€u tra a?” Giong cd gai hoi danh
lai.

Nhung Utsumi Kaoru khong hé thay doi thai do.

“Tat nhién la can thi€t. D& gidi quyét vu an, ching t6i phai tim hi€u moi
sinh hoat ctia anh Mashiba Yoshitaka. Phai lam r6 trong khd nang c6 the
xem anh ta da lam gi, & dau. Ct ti€p tuc th& nay thi rd rang s€ phat sinh
nhirng khodng tr6ng trong hanh dong ctia anh Mashiba. T6i s& khong hoi
sdu V€ viéc anh ta da 1am gi v&i ¢d nhung it nhd't ¢6 phai cho ching t6i biét
hai ngwoi da di nhieng dau.”

Cir hoi xem ho da lam gi thi sao nao? Kusanagi mudn ndi xen vao
nhung cd ki€ém ché’.

Wakayama Hiromi nhé'ch méi dap vé buc bdi.

“Ching t6i hay dé€n nhirng khach san thdong thwong.”

“Khach san c6 phai la cd dinh trong nhirng Tan dé khong?”

“C6 ba khach san ching toi thwong lui t&i. Nhwng t6i nghi khong thé
xac nhan dwore. Vi anh &y ludén dung tén gid.”

“PE& phong khi can, ¢6 ndi tén nhirng khach san dé di.” Utsumi Kaoru da
sin sang ghi chép.

V¢ nhw da buéng xudi, Wakayama Hiromi doc tén ba khach san. T4t ca



déu la khach san hang sang & ndi thanh, hon nira con 1a nhitng noi ¢6 quy
mo 1on. Du khach ¢6 dén thwong xuyén thi kha nang nhan vién ¢6 thé nhé
mat 1a kha thap.

“Nhirng ngay gap nhau c6 duwoc quy dinh tredc khong?” Utsumi Kaoru
héi ti€p.

“Khong, ching t6i trao doi qua mail d€ xac nhan nhirng hom thuén tién.”

“Tan sua't thi sao?”

Wakayama Hiromi nghi€éng dau.

“MOt tuan mot Tan, to1 nghi vay.”

Ghi chép xong, Utsumi Kaoru nhin sang Kusanagi va khé gat dau.

“Cam on ¢6. Hom nay dén day la dd r6i.” Anh néi.

“T6i nghi minh cling khong th€ néi gi hon dwoe niva.”

Wakayama Hiromi dap vé khé chju. Kusanagi mim cwoi véi ¢d va cam

18’y hoa don.

Trén dwong roi khoi nha hang gia dinh di vé bai do xe, Wayakama Hiromi
bat ngo dirng lai.

“T61...”

“Sao th&?”

“T6i c6 theé ve dwgrc khong?”

Kusanagi quay lai nhin cd, trong 1ong ngo vuc.

“C06 khong dén nha Mashiba ntra thi c¢6 On khong? C6 dwgc goi dén
ma?”

“Nhung gior toi mét qua va tdm trang cling khong t6t. Cac anh cOng an



c6 the€ bao lai vai ¢6 gido gidp t6i dwore khdong?”
“Cung dwoc thoi.”
Viéc tham van da xong, d6i v&i nhom Kusanagi thi khong thanh van de.
“Vay chung t61 dwa ¢6 v€ nhé?” Utsumi Kaoru noi.
“Khong sao dau. Toi s€ goi taxi. Cam on ¢6.”
Wakayama Hiromi quay lung bwde di. Vira ding lic ¢6 mot chié€c taxi

con trong ghé dén, c6 vAy xe va bwdc vao. Kusanagi nhin theo dén khi

chi€c xe di khuat.

“Chéc co ta nghi ching ta s& néi v&i phu nhan Mashiba vé chuyén dan
diu.”

“T6i khong chic, nhung sau khi k& cho chiing ta nghe thi hin 1a khong
mudn chiing ta thd'y minh ti€p xic v&i phu nhan nhw thé khong cé chuyén
gi xay ra, ding khong?”

“Ciing ding, c6 th€ 1a nhw vay.”

“Nhwng, phia kia thi sao nhi?”

“Phia kia?”

“Phu nhan Mashiba &y. C6 that 1a khong nhan ra chuyén ngoai tinh cta
ch'dng?”

“Chuyén do6 thi khong nhén ra dau.”

“Sao anh nghi vay?”

“Ct nhin thdi do khi ndy la biét. Ngudi ta ching om 18y Wakayama
Hiromi ma khéc ddy th6i?”

“The a,” Utsumi Kaoru nhin xudng.

“Sao nao? C6 gi mudn ndi thi ndi di chir.”



C6 ngang dau 1én, nhin theamg vao Kusanagi.

“Khi nhin canh &%, t6i ba't giac nghi. C6 khi nao ngwoi nay mudn cho
ngwoi khac thdy canh minh khéc 16¢ vat va. Tredc mat ngwoi khac, vat va
khéc voi mot ké ding ra khdng thé khéc véi ho.”

“Ycola...?”

“Xin 16i. To6i da néi linh tinh r'6i. Toi di 18y xe nhé.” Kusanagi nhin bong

Utsumi Kaoru chay di, Iong van chwra hét ngac nhién.



O biét thy Mashiba, Mamiya cho hay viéc di€u tra thong tin tir Ayane ciing
da hoan ta't. Kusanagi thong béo cho Ayane la Wakayama Hiromi da v€ nha
do khong dwore khoe.

“Vay a. Piing 14 con bé ciing chiu ci sdc 16n.” Ayane bung coc tra bang
hai tay, 4nh mét xa xim. V& dau budn van nhu liic tredc. Nhung ddng ng'6i
thang lung trén gh& so-pha lai tot 1én vé cing cdi, khién ngwdi ta cam
tha’y sy manh mé bén trong.

Co6 ti€ng chudng dién thoai di dong. Chudng phat ra tw tdi xach bén canh
Ayane. C06 187y dién thoai ra va nhin Mamiya té y xin phép.

Mamiya gat dau dong y.

Ayane xac nhén tén nguoi goi d€n trén man hinh r'o6i moi nghe may.

“Vang... Vang, con khoéng sao dau... By gio’ cdng an dang & diy...
Viéc d6 thi con hoan toan khong bi€t. Chi bi€t anh &y dwoc phat hién &
phong khdch... Vang, con s& b4o ngay khi biét... Vang, me ciing nhin bo’

dirng lo 1ing nhé... Vang, con chio me.” Ayane ngit mdy r6i nhin Mamiya,



“Me t6i & qué goi dén.”

“Co6 k€ chi ti€t sw viéc cho ba &'y roi a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“T6i chi n6i anh &y dot t&e. Me cling hdi chuyén gi xay ra nhung toi
khong bi€t n6i sao cho phai...” Ayane dwa tay 1€n tran.

“Co da thong bdo cho cong ty cia anh nha chwa?”

“Sang nay, triede khi rori Sapporo t0i ¢6 bdo cho ludt sw ¢d van cia cong
ty. Chinh la anh Ikai ma t6i k& khi nay.”

“Nguoi tham dy bira tiéc tai nha nhi?”

“Véang. Nguwoi dirng dau ba't ngo qua doi, tdi e ndi bd cong ty gior dang
hdn loan nhung toi ciing khong 1am dwoc gi nén...”

Ayane dam ddm nhin vao khodng khong nhw dang tran tré suy nghi. Tuy
ra't c& gdng td ra binh tinh, nhung c6 thé tha’y co cing thflng dén mic guc
nga ngay dworc. Kusanagi bong c6 cdm gidc mudn d€ co dwa vao.

“Cho dén lic c6 Wakayama khoe 1€n, nén cé ai d6 dé€n day thi hon, ho
hang than thich hay ban be cting dwoc. To1 nghi s€ c6 nhiéu kho khén trong
sinh hoat thwong ngay da’y.”

“Khong sao dau. V&i lai, hom nay van chwa cho ai vao nha thi hon ding
khong a?” Ayane hdi Mamiya d€ xac nhan.

Mamiya quay sang Kusanagi, vé khong thodi mai.

“Chiéu nay bén gidm dinh s€ d&€n mdt [an nwa. Viéc nay phu nhan ciing
da dong y roi.”

Cé &y chang dwoe 6 thoi gian A6 ma dau budn niga. Kusanagi im ling
gat dau voi Ayane.

Mamiya ding diy, quay sang chao nguoi géa phu. “Ching tdi da lam

phién qua lau. Kishitani s€ ¢ lai ddy, néu c6 viéc gi c¢éan, c6 dirng ngai néi



voi cdu Ay. Du 1a do ¢6 nhirng viéc 14t vit trong nha ciing dwoc.”

“Cam on 06ng,” Ayane khé€ dap.

“Tinh hinh th& nao?” Vwa roi khdi khudn vién ngdi nha, Mamiya ngay 1ap
tiec hoi ca Kusanagi va Utsumi Kaoru.

“Wakayama Hiromi da thtra nhdn mdi quan hé voi anh Yoshitaka. Ho
b4t dau tr khodng ba thang trede. Co ta tin ring khong mot ai biét chuyén
do.”

Mii Mamiya ph'dong 1€n khi nghe Kusanagi noi.

“Vay thi c6c ca phé con sét lai trong bon riva la...”

“Ho da udng ca phé vao sang Chu nhat. Lic d6 Wakayama Hiromi la
nguwoi pha ca phé. C6 &y néi khi d6 khong tha'y gi khac thwong.”

“Né&u vay thi viéc chudh bj cha't doc dién ra sau d6 2?” Mamiya dua tay
1én xo0a c4i cim 16m chdm riu chwa cao.

“Sép cb 18y dwoe thdng tin gi tor phu nhan Mashiba khong?” Kusanagi
héi.

Mamiya nhin mit 1ic dAu.

“Chaalng cO gi quan trong. Ciing khong rd ¢o ta ¢6 nhén ra vi€c ngoai tinh
ctia Yoshitaka hay khong. T6i da thflng thén hdi vé mdi quan hé v&i phu nix
ciia nguoi chdng nhung ¢6 vor ¢ vé ngac nhién va phu nhin. Hoan toan
khong dao dong mdt chit nao. Khdong c6 vé dong kich nhung n€u dong
kich thi ¢6 ta qua 1a dién vién gidi.”

Kusanagi li€c trom sang Utsumi Kaoru. C6 ¢ ndi viéc Ayane 6m cham

12y Wakayama Hiromi r'6i khéc to chi 1a mot man kich. Anh td6 mo mudn



bi€t c6 s€ phan ng thé nao khi nghe y kién ctia doi tredng. Tuy nhién, nv
cong an tré khong hé thay doi thdi d6 ma chi 18y so'tay va biit.

“Chuyén ngoai tinh ctia Yoshitaka, c6 nén cho phu nhan bi€t khong?”

Nghe Kusanagi hdi, Mamiya ngay 1ap titc 1ac dau.

“Chung ta khong can thong bao viéc ay. Co lam thé€ cling chflng giup ich
gi cho viéc diéu tra. T¢i ddy cdc cAu chic sé gip mit phu nhan nhiéu hon,
hay can trong tirng 1oi n6i.”

“Tic 1a cir gid'u chuyén &y di da.”

“Khong can thiét phai néi. Chi lam ho suy dodn bira bai thoi. O thoi
di€m hién tai thi thyc sy 1a khong nén biét.” N6i doan, Mamiya 127y ra tw tdi
4o ngwc mot mau gid'y nho. “Gio hai ngueoi dé€n ngdi nha nay di.”

Mau gidy viét tén Ikai Tatsuhiko cung s6” dién thoai va dia chi.

“Hay hoi veé tinh hinh cta Yoshitaka trong thoi gian gan day va chuyén
t01 hom thee Sau.”

“Nhung theo ndi dung trao doi khi ndy, t6i nghi gio’ Ikai dang chay don
chay ddo d€ thu x&p tinh hinh.”

“Chic nguoi vor & nha ddy. Goi dién trwdc roi hdy d&n. Phu nhin
Mashiba néi cd dd’y m&i sinh con dworc hai thang. Chéc hin chdm séc em
bé ciing va't va nén mong chiing ta lam viéc gon le.”

C6 vé Ayane ciling biét canh sat s€ di thu thap thong tin tor vor ch'ong
Ikai. Trong tinh cdnh ndy ma vin lo ling cho sitc khde ctia ban be.

Kusanagi cam tha’y xic dong.



Ho d&n nha Ikai bang xe ctia Utsumi Kaoru. Trén dwong di, anh goi dién
t&i d6. Vira biét nguoi goi 1a canh sét, giong Ikai Yukiko thodt nghiém
trong hén. Kusanagi nhan manh rang chi cin trd 1o cdc cAu hdi va ho sép
ghé d&n nha c6. Yukiko chdp nhan nhwng xin Iui thoi gian gap lai mot
ti€ng. Khong con cach nao khac, hai ngwdi tim mdt quan ca phé c¢6 chd dd
0 t0.

“Khi ndy, cd that sy nghi phu nhan Mashiba bi€t chuyén ngoai tinh cta
chdong a?” Nghiéng cdc ca-cao trén tay, Kusanagi hoi. Anh da uéng ca phé
lic hédi chuyén Wakayama Hiromi nén doi d6 udng khac.

“T6i chi c6 cam giac d6 thoi.”

“Nhwng c6 ciing nghi theé” dung khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru khong dédp, c6 im lang nhin cd'c ca phé.

“Gia st ¢O ta nhan ra, tai sao khong traich méc chdong va Wakayama
Hiromi? Cudi tuan t& chie tiéc cling goi ¢o ta d&n. Binh thwong ching ai
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lam thé ca.

“Né&u la phu ntr binh thwong thi ddng 1a s€ gian dién nguoi r'6i.”

“Phu nhan khong phai 1a phu nt binh thwong a?”

“Chuwa th€ néi gi nhung t6i thd'y d6 1a mot ngwoi ra't thong minh. Mot
phu ntt khdng nhirng thong minh ma con gidi chiu dyng nwra.”

“Gidi chiu dwng nén chd’p nhan ngwoi ch'dng ngoai tinh?”

“Nén hiéu rang c6 trach méc d6i phwong ciing chealng dwoc gi. Néu lam
th&’, phu nhan sé danh mat hai thit quan trong. Mot la cuéc s6ng hdon nhan

yén &m On dinh, hai 1a ngwoi hoc tro wu td.”



“Ping la khong the€’ d€ d6i twong ngoai tinh cia chong ke ke bén canh
mai nhi. Nhung cudc sdng hdn nhan chi cé vd boc thi con gid tri gi khong?”

“Gid tri quan ctia mdi ngwoi mot khdc. N&u kho sé vi bao lyc gia dinh
thi khong néi lam gi, con d&€n mirc ma tiéc tai nha thi vor chong Mashiba
qua thyc vién man. It nhat bé ngoai 1a vdy. Khéng phai dau dau vé tién
bac, c6 th€ tip trung cho mdn khau ghép vai yéu thich... ddnh mat cudc
sdng nhw vady mot cach b6c dong thi phu nhan khong phai 1a ngu ngd'c hay
sao. C6 th€ nghi rang, chd doi mdi quan hé bat chinh gitra chdng va hoc
tro tw nhi€n bi€n ma't thi phu nhan sé chflng ma't gi hét, dung khong?” Sau
khi néi mdt hoi dai hon binh thwong, khong bié€t ¢6 phai hdi han bdi da
phat ngbén nhirng 1o ¢6 tinh khaalng dinh hay khong ma c6 d& thém, “Chi la
teong teong cua toi thdi. Co the s€ khong chuan.”

Kusanagi u6ng mdt ngum ca-cao roi nhan mdt vi qua ngot. Anh voi
vang udng thém nwdrc.

“Nhung t6i khdng thd’y Ayane 1a ki€u nguwoi toan tinh nhw vay dau.”

“Khong phdi toan tinh. La ban nang phong vé. La dic tinh cia phu nw
thong minh.”

Kusanagi lau miéng bing mu ban tay, mit nhin d6ng nghiép tré.

“Utsumi cling ¢6 ban nang ay a?”

C06 nhin mit cwdi, lic dAu.

“T6i thi khong. N&u doi phwong ngoai tinh, chic chin toi s& chfmg nghi
triedc nghi sau ma phat dién luén day.”

“Twdng twong thir xem ké d6 xui xéo ¢o nao ma tha’y dang thwong. Du
sao thi tdi cting khong hi€u dwgce. Sao c6 the biet chuyén ngoai tinh ma vén

binh than duy tri cudc sdng hon nhan dworc.”



Kusanagi nhin dong h'6. Pa 30 phit tréi qua tir lic anh két thic cudc dién
thoai voi Ikai Yukiko.

Nha ctia vor ch'ong Ikai 1a mot bi€t thw ¢6 thi€t k& sang trong khdong kém
gia dinh Mashiba. Tru cong ra vao c6 gin da 6p mo phong gach nung, ngay
canh d6 la ga-ra xdy riéng cho khach dén nha. Nho vdy Utsumi Kaoru
khong phadi tim bai gi xe.

Bén trong toa nha, khong chi Ikai Yukiko ma chdng c6, Tatsuhiko cling
dang cho ho. Nghe vor néi canh sdt diéu tra sip dé&n, anh ta vdi vang tré vé
nha.

“Tinh hinh cong ty ¢6 6n khong?”” Kusanagi hi.

“Nhwng nhan vién giéi nha't déu cé mit nén khéng c6 gi ding ngai.
Nhung ti&p theo chic cling khé giai thich v&i khdch hang. Chinh vi thé ma
t0i mong chan twdng sy viéc dwgc lam sang td cang sé'm cang t6t,” Ikai
nhin hai vién canh sdt, anh m&t nhu thim do. “Pai khai sy viéc thé niao?
Chuyén gi da xay ra thé?”

“Mashiba Yoshitaka tr vong tai nha riéng.”

“T6i da bi€t chuyén d6. Nhwng canh sat hinh sy thanh phé” da hanh dong
thi chic khong dwore coi la tai nan hodc twy sat phai khong?”

Kusanagi khé thé dai. P61 phwong 1a luat sw. Hin anh ta s& khong thoa
man v&i loi gidi thich nda voi va cling ¢6 kha nang, néu qud ban tam thi
anh ta khic c6 cach khdc d@& nim dwoee chi tiét.

Sau khi ddn do khong dwoc d€ 10 ra ngoai, Kusanagi cho ho bi€t nan
nhan trung doc thach tin, cha't doc dwoc tim thdy trong ca phé nan nhan da

uong.



Ngoi canh Ikai trén gh€ s6-pha boc da, Yukiko dat hai tay lén mé nhw
om 12y khuoén mit tron. P6i mit mé to dan dd 1&én. Khong biét trwde day
trong cd thé nao nén Kusanagi khong ro co th€ tron tria kia c¢6 phai do vira
sinh em bé hay khong.

Ikai vu6t méi téc mém mai trong nhr dwoc udn ve phia sau.

“Qua nhién. T6i da nghi n€u chi 1a bénh ma chét thi that la khi cong an
lién lac, roi lai dwa thi th€ di kham nghiém. Mat khac t6i hoan toan khong
nghi anh Ay ty van.”

“Vay anh cho rang d6 13 4n mang?”

“B&i vi, tuy t6i khong bi€t d6 1a ai, ho nghi thé nao. Nhwng ma chuyén
triing doc thi...” Ikai cau may lic dAu.

“Co ai han thu anh Mashiba khong?”

“Vi du nhuw trong cdng viéc, n€u hodi anh &y ¢ tirng va cham véi ai hay
khong, thi khong thé ndi la hoan toan khong. Nhung du sao trong kinh
doanh, khong c6 chuyén anh &y bi thit hidn c4 nhan chi vi khong thda hiép
dwoc. Khi phét sinh ric rdi thi nguoi ding miii chiu sao khong phai anh Ay
ma 12 t6i co.” Ikai vO nguc.

“Vay con doi sdng ca nhén thi sao? Anh Mashiba c6 ké thit khong?”

Nghe Kusanagi hoi, Ikai dia hin vao so-pha, bit tréo chan.

“Viéc do6 thi to6i khong bi€t. B&i vi, tuy téi va Mashiba la cdng sy tot
nhwng d€u c6 thoéi quen tuyét doi khong can thi€p vao chuyén riéng twr cua
nhau.”

“Nhung van 1a quan hé than thiét dd d€ moi nhau dé€n ding tiéc tai nha
ding khong?”

Ikai 14c dau nhu thé néi chinh anh ciing khong biét.



“Vi binh thwong khong can thiép 14n nhau nén md&i t6 chire tiéc & nha.
Nhirng ngwoi ban ron nhw téi va anh 'y ¢én co gian hop 1y ma.”

Chdc anh ta mudn ndi ho khong rdnh dén mirc cé thoi gian thong thd
cho quan hé voi ban than.

“Trong bira tiéc hdm &Yy, anh c6 d€’'y diéu gi khong?”

“N&u anh mudn hoi téi ¢ dw cam gi vé vu an hay khong thi t6i chi c6
the’ dap 1a KHONG. D6 1a mot gior dong h'6 rd't vui vé va y nghia.” Dt 101,
gitra doi 16ng may ctia Tkai hian 1én nép nhin. “Ttr hom 4y d&n gio con
chwa hé€t ba ngay, vy ma anh &y da gap chuyén nhw thé".”

“Anh Mashiba c6 k& gi khong? Ch?ing han nhw s€ gap ai d6 vao thir Bay,
Chu nhat?”

“To61 khong nghe thdy chuyén d6.” Ikai ndi ro1 quay sang nhin vor.

“T6i cting khong. Chi bi€t Ayane s€ v€ nha bd me...”

Kusanagi gat dau, 18y duoi but bi day day thai dwong. Anh dan thdy
khong hy vong thu dwgc thong tin hiru ich twr hai nguoi nay.

“Tiéc & nha ¢6 t0 chirc thwong xuyén khéng?” Utsumi Kaoru dat cau
hdi.

“C6 1€ hai hoac ba thang mot Ian.”

“Lu6n dién ra & nha anh Mashiba a?”

“Ngay sau ddm cuwdi ctia ho thi ching t6i moi ho dé€n nha. Sau dé thi
ludn & bén Ay. Vi vo t6i mang thai.”

“Anh c6 quen Ayane truedc khi cd &y két hon voi anh Mashiba khong?”

“Bi€t chir. B&i vi t0i cling ¢6 mat khi Mashiba gap ¢6 4y ma.”

“La sao?”

“C6 mdt btra tiéc nhod, tdi va Mashiba dén dy va cd &y ciling t&i d6. Ho



bit dau qua lai v&i nhau tir dip 4y.”

“P6 1a khodng thoi gian nao?”

“Xem ndo...” Ikai xoay c&. “Chéic 1a cdch diy khodng mdt nim rudi.
Khong, ¢6 the’ sau d6 mdt chuit...”

Nghe dén diy, Kusanagi bdng mudn xen vao.

“Ho k&t hon khodng mdt nam trwedre nhi. Toi ¢6 cam gidc nhw vay la kha
nhanh.”

“U thi...”

“Bé&i vi anh Mashiba mudn sém c6 con.” Yukiko cét ngang. “Mai khong
gap dwore ngwoi phit hop nén ¢6 1€ anh &y hoi s6t rudt chang.”

“Pwrng ndi linh tinh.” Ikai trach v roi quay sang nhém Kusanagi. “Viéc
hai v¢or chong ho gap nhau hay chuyén k€t hon c6 lién quan gi d€n vu nay
ar’

“Khong, dau c6.” Kusanagi phay tay. “Vi lic nay ching t6i khong cé
manh mdi nao dang k&€ nén mudn bi€t thém mot chit vE gia dinh anh
Mashiba théi.”

“Vay a. Toéi hi€u tdm 1y mudn thu thap thong tin lién quan d&€n ngwoi bi
hai vi muc dich diéu tra, nhwng t6i nghi tim hi€u qua sau thi khong hay
1&m.” Tkai chuyén sang thdi @6 ctia mot luat sw, d6i mét 4nh 1&n vé& canh cdo.

“T6i hi€u,” Kusanagi gat dau. Sau d6 anh nhin theamg vao ddi mat cta vi
luat sw.

“Pa trét tha't 1€ nén t6i mudn hoi thém mot didu. Xin ding lo vi ciu hoi
chi mang tinh hinh thirc thoi. Xin cho biét hai ngwoi da lam gi vao thir Bay
va Cha nhat vira r'6i.”

Ikai tré moi, tw tw gat déu.



“Chirng ctr ngoai pham phai khéng? TA't nhién 1a chdng t6i ciing bi diéu
tra roi.” Anh 18y ra cu6n s0 tay tw tii 4o khoac.

Ikai lam viéc & van phong riéng vao thir Bay, sau d6 di udng reou voi
khach hang. Chu nhit anh di choi golf véi mét khach hang khac, vé dén
nha ¢6 1€ da hon 7 gio'. Yukiko & nha su6t nhirng hom Chi nhat ¢ me cling

em gai ti qué dén choi.

T&1 nay c¢6 budi hop diéu tra dién ra & quan Meguro. Quan Iy doi 1 t& diéu
tra, cong an thanh phd phat bi€u ngay tr dau rang sw viéc Tan nay c6 kha
nang ra't cao 1a mot vu an mang. Viéc thach tin, chd't doc chi mang, duoc
tim thay trong bot ca phé da qua st dung la can c¢ 1on nha't cho nhan dinh
d6. N€u la ty sat thi khdng ai tron doc vao ca phé d€ udng va gia st ¢6 lam
vay, thong theong ngwoi ta s€ hoa vao ca phé da pha.

Viy cha't doc da dwoe tron vao bang cach nao? P& 1am sang té diém nay,
can bd chiu trach nhi€m kham nghi€ém da bdo cdo két qua di€u tra, nhwng
cho @& lic nay két ludn rit ra tr bdo cdo van nhw trwedre: khong xdc dinh
duorc 10 rang.

Chiéu hom nay, ddi kham nghi€ém da kiém tra lai nha Mashiba. Muc dich
la d€ xac nhan xem trong thwc pham, gia vi, d6 udng, thudc men, ta't ca
nhirng gi Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 thé€ cho vao miéng, c6 chira chid't doc hay
khong. Viéc kiém tra ciing dwoe ti€n hanh trén cac vat dung nha bép. Tai
thoi di€ém cudc hop dién ra thi viéc ki€m tra da hoan tat 80% nhung chua
tim thay cha't doc & bat cir chd nio. V&i tinh hinh ndy, can bd phu trach
kham nghiém déanh gia it c6 kha nang tim thdy chat ddc trong 20% vat

dung con lai.



Tém lai, tht pham nhim t&i ca phé ma Yoshitaka st dung d& chudn bi
viéc dau doc. C6 hai phwong thitc d€ thue hién viéc nay. Hoidc chuih bi sin
cha't doc trong bot ca phé hodc gidy loc hay cdc udng, hodc tron vao khi
pha ca phé. Tuy nhién, treéc méit chua thé kh:flng dinh th pham thyc hién
theo cdch nado. Ly do 1a khong tim tha’y thach tin & bat ctr chd nao khdc,
cling khdng ¢6 can ctr xac dinh ai d6 ¢6 mat lic Yoshitaka pha ca phé.

K&t qua tim hi€u sau khi nghe ngéng khu vigc xung quanh biét thy nha
Mashiba ciing dwgc bdo cdo. Theo d6, khong ai nhin thdy c¢6 ngwoi dén
nha Mashiba trede khi xdy ra vu an. Pdc biét, xung quanh la khu nha yén
tinh thwa nguoi qua lai, nhirtng nguoi song & d6 da phan khong quan tdm
dén hang x6m né€u khong cé gi de doa cudc sdng cta ho. Vi vay khong c6
ngwoi ching ki€n khong c6 nghia 1a da khong ¢6 ai d&€n nha Mashiba.

Kusanagi bdo cdo k&t qua thu thdp thong tin tr Mashiba Ayane va v
ch'ong nha Ikai. Anh khong nhic d&n mdi quan hé gitra Wakayama Hiromi
va Mashiba Yoshitaka. Tred'c cudc hop, Mamiya da ra chi thi nhu vay.
Puwong nhién 1a Mamiya c¢6 bdo cdo voi can b quan 1y. Vi day la van dé
nhay cam nén dwong nhw viéc gidi han théng tin nay trong mét s6” diéu tra
vién cho d&n khi m&i lién quan cia né v&i vu an dwge chirng minh chinh 1a
y cta cap trén. Co 1€ cap trén cling khong thich chuyén nay bi gidi truyén
thong ddnh hoi thaYy.

Sau khi cudc hop két thic, Mamiya goi hai ngwoi Kusanagi va Utsumi
Kaoru lai.

“Ngay mai bay d€n Sapporo di.” Mamiya nhin ca hai va néi.

Biét di€m dén la Sapporo, Kusanagi hi€u ngay muc dich chuyén di.

“P€ xdc nhan chirng c& ngoai pham cta phu nhan Mashiba a?”

“Ping vay. Ngwoi dan 6ng ngoai tinh bi giét. Khi d6 dwong nhién phai



nghi ngo tinh nhan va ngwoi vor. Tinh nhan khong ¢6 chirng cir ngoai
pham. Con nguoi v thi sao? Trén chi thi xudng phai ca’p tdc lam r6. Dan
triedre 1a di vé trong ngay. T6i da chuan bj trede d€ hai nguoi dugc cong an
Hokkaido phoi hop.”

“Phu nhan néi da nhian dwoc cong an lién lac khi dang & sudi nwoc
nong. T6i nghi la phai d&€n do.”

“Sudi nwdc néng Jouzankei. Di 6 t6 tr ga Sapporo hon mot ti€ng la
dén. Nha bd me cta phu nhan & quan Nishi thanh phd” Sapporo. Hai nguoi
chia nhau ra hanh dong thi ntra ngay 1a xong viéc thoi.”

Ving, ding thé, Kusanagi danh gai dau. Mamiya r0 rang khong dinh
tang cdp dwdi moén qua ba't ngo’ 1a mdt dém & sudi nwdc ndng.

“Sao the¢" Utsumi? C6 mudn ndi gi a?” Mamiya hoi.

Kusanagi nhin sang bén canh, dung 1a Utsumi Kaoru dang mim chat
mdi, c6 vé khong thda man. B6i moi cd map may.

“Chirng cit vang mit trong khodng thoi gian d6 1a dd a?”

“Sao? C6 mudn néi gi?” Mamiya hai ti€p.

“Phu nhan Mashiba roi khoi Tokyo vao sang thir Bay, dén sang thir Hai
thi quay vé. Td6i mudn héi chi ¢én xac nhin ching cr ngoai pham trong
khoang thoi gian Ay thoi a?”

“Co khong dong y w?”

“T6i khong chic. Nhung néu da khong biét phrong thirc ha doc va thoi
gian thyc hién thi chi v&i chirng clr ngoai pham trong pham vi thoi gian d6
ma cho riang phu nhan khong phai 12 nghi pham c6 phdi hoi voi vang
khong?”

“Phurong thire thi khong néi lam gi nhwng chiing ta biét thoi gian ma?”



Kusanagi néi. “Sang Cha nhat, Wakayama Hiromi con uéng ca phé véi
Mashiba Yoshitaka. Khi d6 ca phé hoan toan binh thwong. Sau d6 cha't doc
mé&i dwoc sdp dit.”

“Keét luan nhw the” cé dworc khong?”

“Khong dwgrc w? Vay con lic nao d€ thye hién viéc ha doc ntra?”

“Ca4i do thi... To6i cing khong r6.”

“Y ¢6 1a Wakayama Hiromi néi d&i?” Mamiya néi. “N&u vay thi tinh
nhan va vo tr¢ thanh dong pham. Kha nang d6 khong phai ra't thap a?”

“To61 nghi khong ¢6 chuyén do6 dau.”

“Vay cd c6 gi khong bing 1ong?” Kusanagi 1én giong. “Cé chitng ctt
ngoai pham tw thir Bdy dén Chd nhit l1a da r'6i. Ma khong, chi ¢an chirng
ctr vao Cha nhat théi 1a phu nhan vo6 toi. Tw duy nhw vay cé gi bat thuwong
ar’

Utsumi Kaoru lic du.

“Khong. Toi nghi d6 1a twr duy hop 1y. Nhung thue sir khdng ¢ cich sap
x€&p trwde a? Chaalng han nhw b6’ tri d€ Yoshitaka ty minh bo doc...”

Kusanagi nhiu may.

“Xui khi€n anh ta ty st &y a?”

“Khong phai nhw thé. Khdng néi voi Yoshitaka dé 1a cha't doc. Khong
phai cha't ddc, ma néi rang cé cha't bi mat khi¢n ca phé ngon hon ch§ng
han.”

“Chat bi mat?”

“Mon ca ri ¢6 Garam Masala dung khong? Mot chat lam cay khi€n mui
vi ngon hon néu ric mot chiit trede khi #n. N6i rang d6 1a phién ban ciia ca

phé r6i dwa cho Yoshitaka. Tuy khong st dung n6 khi & canh Wakayama



nhwng ldc ud6ng mét minh thi Yoshitaka nhd @€n né va mang ra ding thi...
Tuy suy luan nay c6 the khién cueong.”

“Khién ceong. Chaalng dau vao dau.” Kusanagi noi théng.

“Chéc khong?”

“T6i chwa tng nghe dén thir bdt nao tron vao lam ca phé ngon hon.
Khoéng cé chuyén Mashiba Yoshitaka lai tin 101 néi doi nhw vay. N€u tin thi
da k& cho Wakayama Hiromi roi ch? Yoshitaka ching trd chuyén véi c6 ta
veé cach pha ca phé€ ngon con gi. Hon nira, n€u chinh Yoshitaka bd cha't doc
vao thi nhat dinh con sét lai dau tich. Chinh 1a bdt thach tin. N6 phai dwoc
cho vao tii bong hodc goéi trong gid’y thi m&i mang di dwgc. Nhung ¢6 tim
dwore tdi bong hay to gid'y nao & hién treong dau. Co nghi sao vé di€ém
xy?”

Utsumi Kaoru khé git ddu tredc nhitng loi phan bién t&i tdp cuia
Kusanagi.

“Pang ti€c la téi khdng c6 cau tra loi nao phu hgp. Nhirng diéu anh
Kusanagi n6i 1a hoan toan xac dang. Chi c6 diéu, t6i cir khong thoi nghi vé
kha nang c6 mdt phwong thirc nao do.”

Kusanagi quay mat di, tho dai.

“Hay tin vao tryc gidc ctia phu nw a?”

“T6i khong néi nhw vdy. Nhung phu nwr ¢é cach tw duy cua phu ntwr...”

“Tw tor nao,” Mamiya xen vao gitra, vé mat chan nan. “Tranh ludn cling
dwoc thoéi nhung dung cé dn néi ki€u tdm thwong &y. Utsumi, ¢6 nghi
ngwoi vor dang nghi a?”

“Tuy t6i khong chéc chin 1dm.”

Trwc gidc chir gi, Kusanagi kiém ché& du rat mudn noi vay.



“C6 can ctr khéng?” Mamiya hi.

Utsumi Kaoru hit mot hoi that sau roéi néi. “Nhwng ly sdm-panh.”

“Ly sam-panh? Chung lam sao a?”

“Khi ching ta chay dén hién treong, nhirng ly sim-panh da rira dwoc
dat trong b&€p. SO lwong nam chi€c.” Co6 quay sang nhin Kusanagi. “Anh c6
nh¢o khong?”

“Nh¢. Ching dugrc dung cho bira tiéce tai gia t61 thir Sau.”

“MA&Yy ly sdm-panh &y binh thwong dwgc cd't trong ta ly & phong khach.
Vi th& khi ching ta d&€n do6 thi trong td cé khoang trdng von danh cho
chung.”

“Thé& thi sao?” Mamiya héi. “Dau 6c t6i ¢6 van dé gi khong nhi? Thé thi
c6 van dé gi? Toi chwa hi€u.”

Kusanagi dong tinh. Anh nhin chim chdm vao khuén mit cwong nghi
ctia Utsumi Kaoru.

“V1i sao phu nhan khong cat ching di?”

“O17” Kusanagi thot 1én. “Ha?” Ngay sau d6 Mamiya cling bat thanh
ti€ng.

“C6 sao dau nhi. Khong don thi da sao?” Kusanagi néi.

“Nhung t6i tin binh thwong s€ don. Anh da nhin cai td dyng ly c6¢c d6
roi ding khong? N6 rat ngin nip, d&€n mic thodng nhin 13 nhan ra khoang
trdng cia ma’y cadi ly sim-panh. T6i thad’y phu nhan c6 ki€u tinh cach khong
theé’ yén long n€u nhirng moén bat dia quan trong chwa dwoce cat ding noi
diing chd. VAy ma c6 ta khong cA't ching vao t, toi khong sao hiéu duoc.”

“Chéc vo tinh quén thoi.”

Utsumi Kaoru 14c dau manh khi nghe Kusanagi néi vay. “Khong th&
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nao.

“Visao?”

“Binh thwong chuyén nhu vdy ding la cling c6 th€ xay ra. C6 diéu,
ngwrdi vor di djnh s& vang nha mot thoi gian. Cr mic ké maYy ly sim-panh
nhw th& thi qua 1a khé hi€u.”

Kusanagi va Mamiya nhin nhau. Trong Mamiya bat ngo ra mat.
Kusanagi nghi khuén méat minh ciing dang c6 bi€u cam twong tr. Nghi van
ma Utsumi Kaoru vira chi ra d&€n gior chwa tieng vut thoang qua dau anh.

“Chi c6 mot ly do gidi thich dwoc vi sao phu nhan lai khong ca't nhirng
ly sdim-panh.” N& canh sat diéu tra tré tudi ti€p tuc. “B&i vi biét tredc thoi
gian ving nha clia minh s& khdng qué dai. Vi s& quay lai ngay nén khong
don dep ciing dwgee. Phai vay khong?”

Mamiya dwa vao ghé&, khoanh tay truéc ngwc. Ong ngwdc nhin
Kusanagi.

“Ta c6 cho phan bién ctia bac dan anh khong day?”

Kusanagi dwa tay gdi phia trén 16ng may. Anh khdng nghi ra 1oi phan
bi€n nao. Thay vao dé, anh héi Utsumi Kaoru.

“Tai sao cd khong néi sdm hon? Cd da nghi ngo sudt tw ldc dé€n hién
treong co’ ma.”

C6 nghiéng dau dap vé ngwong ngung - mot bi€u cam hi€m gap.

“T6i s¢r minh bj méing vi chd ¥ qud nhiéu vao tiéu tigt. T6i nghi né&u phu
nhan 1a thi pham thi ki€u gi cling d€'16 so’ hé khac. Xin 16i.”

Mamiya thé hét ra. Sau d6 lai quay sang nhin Kusanagi.

“Cé vé ching ta phdi xem lai thdi do ctia minh. Khé khiin 1dm m&i ¢

canh sat 1a nir gidi vao doi, thé’ ma ching ta khi€n ho cam thdy khé néi



nang thi chfmg ra lam sao ca.”

“Khong, tuyét doi khong phai vi th€ ma...”

Utsumi Kaoru dang bi€n minh thi Mamiya gio’ tay ngan lai.

“Néu c6 gi mudn ndi thi ¢ ndi ra dirng ngai. Ba't k€' 1a dan 6ng hay phu
ntr, dan anh hay dan em. T6i s€ bdo cdo v&i cap trén y kién vira roi cua co.
Tuy nhién, du di€m nhin c6 t6t thi cling khong dwoc sa da vao d6. Viéc
ngwoi vor khong cat may ly sdm-panh qua la khong binh thwong. Nhuwng
cling khdong chirng minh dwoe gi ca. Ching ta dwoee yéu cau tim ra cac
bang chitng. Vi th&, gic t6i chi thi cho hai ngwdi diéu tra y&u t& chitng
minh tinh x4c thyc ciia bing chitng ngoai pham ciia ngwdi vor. Con viée Xt
1y ching thé& nao thi hai ngwoi khong ¢an suy nghi. Hi€u roi che?”

Utsumi Kaoru nhdm mét va sau doi ['an chép mét, ¢d nhin thrflng vao cap

trén. “Toi hi€u roi a.”



Hiromi mé miét béi ti€ng chudng dién thoai.

Khong hin 1a o dang ngd. Co chi dang nim dudi trén givdng va nhim
mét lai. C6 nghi d&m nay ciing gidng dém hdm trwdc, khong thé ngli cho
dén sang. Tuy c6 thuéc ngd ma Yoshitaka cho tw tred’c nhung ¢6 s’ khong
dam udng.

Co ging ngdi ddy, co the ning trich con dau thi hoi dau. Tham chi v&i
tay 18y dién thoai di ddng cling that phién phirc. Ai thé” khong biét, lai con
vao cdi gio’ nay, cd nhin d6ng h'6, da gan 10 gio.

Nhung vira nhin thd’y cdi tén hién thi trén man hinh tinh th€, Hiromi lién
tinh tdo nhw vira tim nude lanh. Cudc goi tir Ayane. Hiromi voi vang nhan
nut nghe may.

“Hiromi day a.” Co ndi, giong kho khoc.

“U'... Xin 18i. C6 Ayane diy. Em dang ngti a?”

“Khéng a, em chi ndm nghi thoi. Phai r'di... em xin 18i viéc lic sdng. Em

khong dén duorce...”



“Khong sao dau. Em thd’y trong nguoi thé’ nao?”

“Em 6n. Chinh cd gido m&i mét chir a?” Vwra hdi han, Hiromi vira nghi
sang viéc khac. Phai chiang cong an da cho Ayane bié€t vé chuyén c6 ngoai
tinh v&i Yoshitaka?

“L\T, cd ciing hoi mét thiat. Khong con biét dau vao véi dau... Co van
chwa cdm nhén deg'c minh dang sdng trong hién thyc.”

Hiromi cting vay. Nhw th€ cd dang lién tuc mo thdy ac mong. “Em
hiéu,” cd dap ngén gon.

“Hiromi, em thdy 6n that khong da'y? Khong van dé gi ch?”

“Vang em 6n ma. Ttr mai 12 ¢6 th€ bit dau 1am viéc r'oi a.”

“Cong viéc ctr d€ d6 ciling dwgrec. Quan trong hon 1a, bay gio’ gdp nhau
mot chut dworc khong?”

“Bay gico... a?” Cam gidc bat an khé lan trong 1'6ng nguwc. “Cé viéce gi
vay a?”

“C0 ¢6 chuyén muén trao doi tredrc. Cling khong ma't nhiéu thoi gian
dau. N&u em mét thi c6 sang chd em ciing dworc.”

Vin 4p dién thoai vao tai, Hiromi lic dau.

“Khong a, em s& qua nha c6. Gio m&i chuin bi di thi chic s& mat
khoang mdt ti€ng a.”

“A, cod dang & khach san.”

“O... th&’a?”

“Phia canh sat néi mudn xem xét trong nha Ian ntra nén cd ra khach san
lu6n cho tién. Chi thay doi chidt @6 trong hanh 1y mang tw Sapporo vé la
dwoc.”

Khich san Ayane dang & nim gin ga Shinagawa. “Em s& di ngay,”



Hiromi néi rdi ngit cudc goi.

Trong ldc stra soan d€ ra ngoai, cd khong nging lo 14ng khong biét viée
Ayane mudn néi la gi. Vwa rao tredc may loi hoi thim strc khoe cuia
Hiromi vira c¢6 vé& d'on ép doi giip ngay. Chi c6 th€ nghi ring c6 viéc gi d6

ra't gd’p hodc quan trong d&€n mirc khong the€ hoan lai dwgrc.

Su6t chuyén tau di Shinagawa, Hiromi khéng ngung mwong twong veé
nhitng gi Ayane sip néi. Hay ding 12 Ayane d3 nghe tir cong an vé mdi
quan hé v&i Yoshitaka? Tuy khong thd’y giong néi trong dién thoai h'6i nay
c6 vé gay git nhung ciing c6 thé Ayane chi ra sitc d& nén cam xiic.

Hiromi khong th€ twdng twong dwoe Ayane sé phan (rng thé nao néu
bi€t chuyén dan diu ctia chdng va hoc tro. Cho dén gio ¢d chwa I'an nao
chitng kién cd gido minh thyc sy gian dit. Nhung chic chin khong th€ ¢
chuyén c6 4y khong tirc gian.

Mot Ayane ludn tir tdn, khong bao gio’ the hién cdm xuic dir doi sé the€
hién b mét nao v&i cd gdi cedp ch'dong minh? Hoan toan khéng doan trwdc
dwoe, Hiromi thdy so hdi vi cam gidc bat an. Tuy nhién, gia nhw bj truy
van, ¢6 quy€t dinh s€ khong vung vE giadu gi€m. Chi con cach hét long xin
10i thoi. Du ¢6 18 s& khong dwoe tha thir, biét dau con bi doan tuyét quan hé
thdy tro, nhung chzamg con cach nao khac ca. Cod nghi xac dinh tredec nhw
vay chinh la di€u ¢an cho ban than ldc nay.

Co goi dién cho Ayane khi vira d€n khach san. Em lén phong di, c6 Ay

)

noi.
Ayane da thay bo d6 mau be cua khéch san va doi co.

“Co xin 10i nhé. Goi em dén lic dang mét moi.”



“Khong sao dau a. Chuyén ¢6 mudn néi voi em la...”

“Em ngoi di da.” Ayane chi sang chi€c ghé&” s6-pha don. C6 hai chi€c
nhu vay.

Hiromi ng61 xuéng, nhin quanh can phong. Pay 1a mdt phong do6i. Canh
giwong, hanh 1y vin dang mé& ra. Khd nhiéu quan do. C6 1€ Ayane xac dinh
tam thoi phai & day kha lau.

“Em udng gi nhé?”

“Khong can dau a.”

“Dui sao ¢c6 ciing chuan bj sdn roi nén udng mot chiit nhé.” Ayane rét vao
hai co'c thdy tinh tra 6 long vira 187y ra tw td lanh.

“Em cam on,” Hiromi hoi cui dau, voi dwa tay ra do 18y cd'c. That ra cd
ciing tha’y khat.

“Cénh st da hdi gi em th&?” Ayane bit dAu néi, vin ngit diéu nhe nhang
thwong tha'y.

Hiromi ddt c6c xudng, 1i€m moi.

“Hoan canh em phét hién ra anh Mashiba. R6i ho héi em cé nghi ra
chuyén gi lién quan khong.”

“Em trd loi thé' nao?”

Hiromi xua tay truedc nguec.

“Em chéng nghi ra chuyén gi cad. Em cling néi v&i canh sat nhw vay.”

“Th& a. Ngoai ra ho con héi gi nra?”

“Ngoai ra thi... chi c6 th& th6i a.” Hiromi cii dau. Co6 khong the néi
minh da dwgc hdi vEé chuyén udng ca phé cung Yoshitaka.

Ayane gat dau, cam cdc. U6ng mdt ngum tra roi dp né vao ma. Nhw the

cd dung né d€’'lam dju khuén mat dang nong 1én.



“Hiromi nay,” Ayane goi. “Co c6 chuyén trao doi tredc voi em.”

Hiromi ngadng mit 1én vi bat nge. Anh mét cd va Ayane giao nhau.
Hiromi ci¢ tedng minh bi nhin chdm chdm nhung khoanh khéc tiép theo da
thdy 4n twong hoan toan khac. Trong 4nh mét clia Ayane khong c¢6 mau sic
cia ndi cim han hay tirc gian. Thay vao d6, 4nh mét &y phang pha't thit cAm
xtic tron 14n ndi bu'dn va sy trong rong. Trén ddi moi Ayane hién 1én mot nu
cwoi nhe nhwng cang khi€n cam xuc 8y tré nén 16 rang hon.

“Co, d3 bi anh Ay tuyén bd chia tay.” Ayane néi bing giong déu déu.

Hiromi nhin xuéng. C6 th€ lic nay nén gid vo ngac nhién nhung cd
khong c6 tam trang d€ lam nhw vdy. Ngay ca viéc nhin thflng vao khuon
mat clia Ayane c0 cling khong lam dworc.

“La chuyén hdom th Sdu dad’y. Trwde khi vor chdong Ikai dén, anh &y da
tuyén bd & phong riéng. K&t hon v&i ngwoi phu niv khong the sinh con thi
chaalng cé y nghia gi ca.”

Hiromi chi c¢6 thé tiép tuc cii d4u ldng nghe. C6 biet Yoshitaka da néi
chuyén ly hon v&i Ayane nhwng khong ngor cach néi lai phii phang nhw vay.

“Hon ntra, con béng gié cho biét da quyét dinh nguoi phu nir ti€p theo
12 ai. Anh &y khong néi tén ctia ngudi d6. Chi bdo rang dé 1a ngudi ma cd
khong quen biet.”

Hiromi gidt minh. Khong the nghi 1a Ayane dang n6i ma khong biét gi
hét. C6 c6 th€ cam tha’y Ayane dang d'dn dudi minh bing cich chim rai k&
lai.

“Nhung, d6 chic 12 1&i néi d6i. Poi phrrong 12 ngudi phu nir ma co biét.
Hon ntra, con 1a ngwoi ¢6 hi€u ra't r6. C6 vay thi anh &y mdi khong néi noi

cai tén ra dung khong?”



Cang luc cang khd s& trede nhitng gi Ayane néi. Khong nén dwore cam
xtic, Hiromi ngahg mit 1én. Nudc mét bt dau trio ra.

Nhin cd6 nhw viy ma Ayane khong h€ ngac nhién. Gidong hét khi nay,
Ayane ti&p tuc né nu cwoi day vé trong rong.

“Hiromi nay, 1a em ding khong?” Ngtr diéu nhw dang diu dang hdi dira
tré méc 16i.

Khong biét nén noi gi, Hiromi mim chat mdi d€ nén ti€ng khoc thon
thirc.

“La em... ding khong?”

Pa & vao hoan canh khong th€ phti nhan dwgc ntra r'oi. Hiromi khé gat
dau.

Ayane th@ dai thanh ti€ng. “Qua ding nhw vay.”

“Co gido,em...”

“Co hi€u. Em khong can phai néi gi ddu. Khi anh &y néi loi chia tay,
khong hi€u sao c¢6 da nhan ra. N6i ding hon thi, that ra ¢c6 da d€ y dwoc
mot thoi gian tw tred'e d6 roi. Chi la ¢6 khong mudn chdp nhan ma thoi. ..
Bai vi, song bén nhau nén nhén ra la dwong nhién ma. Hon ntra, Hiromi da
danh, anh Ay ciing khong gidi n6éi ddi hay dién kich nhw ban thin TAm
twdng.”

“Cd gido, cd dang gidn em 1dm phai khong?”

Ayane nghiéng dau.

“N6i sao nhi. Cé ding 12 cd dang tirc gidn khong nhi? Chéc anh &y 1a
ngwoi tan tinh tredre r'oi, nhwng tai sao em lai khdng cu tuyét? Nhwng ma,
cd lai khong ¢6 cdm giac bi em cwdp chong. That ddy. B&i vi anh &y da

ngoai tinh ma. Vi ¢6 nghi, triede tién la cam xic danh cho ¢ ngudi lanh r'oi



sau d6 m&i huwdng 4nh mét vé phia Hiromi. Co cling ¢6 phan thdy minh
that t€ vi da khong gitr chat tinh cdm ctia anh 8y.”

“Em xin 16i. Du nghi minh khong dwgc phép 1am thé’, nhung sau nhiéu
Tan anh Mashiba moi...”

“Pung néi gi thém.” Ayane cit 1¢i. Khdc vdi trede d6, giong néi Tan nay
that lanh ling va sic bén. “Né&u nghe em k& vé chuyén d6 thi it nhiéu cd sé
ghét Hiromi. Em nghi c6 mudn bi€t em da bi anh &y quyén rt nhw thé nao
a?r’

Nhirng gi co &y dang néi l1a chinh x4dc. Hiromi @ rii 1ic dau.

“Vo chong ¢6 trede khi két hon da c6 giao wde,” nglr di€u chia Ayane
lai tré nén dju dang. “Sau mdt nim, n&u khong cé con thi s& phai cin nhic.
Vi khong ai trong ca hai con tré ntra ma. Boi the’, vor ch'ong ¢6 déu khong
nghi dé€n chuyén di€u tri v6 sinh to'n ra't nhi€u thoi gian. Chuyén Hiromi 1a
do6i twong két hdn mai tuy ¢6 sdc vaoi cod that nhwng & vi tri clia anh &Yy, ¢6
1€ chi thd’y minh da lam ddng nhw giao wde tredre khi 18y nhau.”

“Em ¢6 doi Tan nghe k€ vé viéc d6.” Hiromi néi, d4u van cii xudng.

Liic gip nhau hom thit Biy, Yoshitaka ciing nhic lai. Anh dung tr “quy
tdc”. Anh dai khdi néi ring, vi c6 quy tic Ay roi nén Ayane s& chap nhan.
Tuy trong 1ong Hiromi khong th€ hi€u dwg'c nhung gio nghe nhirng 101 nay,
cé the tha'y thuc t€ thi Ayane da dit khoat.

“C6 vé Sapporo la d€ on dinh lai tdm 1y ctia minh. C6 nghi, bi tuyén bd
ly hdn ma c ti€p tuc sdng trong ngdi nha Ay thi tham hai qua. Viéc giao
chia khéa cho em gitr cling 1a d€ doan tuyét tinh cadm danh cho anh &y. Vi
c6 nghi hai nguoi chic chin sé gip nhau trong lic minh di ving. C6 nghi,
ki€u gi cling gap nhau, vady thi dwa Iudn chia khéa cho minh dwoc thoai
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mai.



Hiromi nh¢ lai ldc dwore givi chia khéa nha. Khi d6 ¢6 hoan toan khong
nghi Ayane dang che gidu quyét tdm cia minh d&€n mwrc 4y. Thadm chi con
ter man rang minh dwoc tin ciy. Nhan 14’y chia khéa ma chéng hé nghi ngo,
lic &y Ayane da nhin minh v&i suy nghi thé” nao? Nghi dén diy, co cang
thd’y xau hd hon ntra.

“Em k€ chuyén v&i anh &y cho canh sat a?”

Hiromi khé git dau.

“Em thdy ho d€' y t&i roi nén chi con cach néi that.”

“Vay a? Nhung, ciing ding thdi. Chuyén Hiromi vi lo 1ing cho anh &y
ma ty y vao nha, du nghi thé nao ciing ra't khong ty nhién. Vay la phia canh
sat biét mdi quan hé clia em v&i anh Ay roi nhi. Ho chang néi 161 ndo véi
cd ca.”

“The a?”

“C6 18, ho gid vor khong biet d& quan sdt c6. Vi may ngudi d6 hin dang
nghi ngor ¢d.”

O! Hiromi nhin Ayane.

“Nghi ngo... o gido a?”

“Theo tw duy théng thwong thi c6 c¢6 ddng co’ diing khéng nao? Pong cor
twr viéc bi ch'dng phan boi.”

Qua ddng nhw vay. Nhung Hiromi hoan toan khéng dem 1ong nghi ngo
Ayane. Thoi di€m Yoshitaka bj gi€t thi cd gido dang & Sapporo, hon nira,
cd tin Yoshitaka, chuyén chia tay ctia ho da dwoc thu x&€p on thoa.

“Nhung cling chealng sao. Viéc bi canh sat nghi ngo’ 4y. Sao cling dwgc.”
Ayane kéo tdi xach lai, rit ra mot chi€c khan tay. C6 dung né lau vung dudi

mat. “Quan trong hon, 1a r6t cudc chuyén gi da xay ra? Tai sao anh Yy lai



gap chuyén nhw vdy... Hiromi a, em that sy khong nghi ra di€u gi hét a?
L’4n cud1 cung em gdp anh &y 1a khi nao?”

Du khong muén tra 1o nhung lic ndy chang the néi doi duorc.

“Sang hom qua a. Luc d6 em udng ca phé cung anh 4y, cling vi thé¢’ ma
cong an da hdi rat nhiéu nhung em khdéng nghi ra ba't c diéu gi. Anh
Mashiba khong hé c6 vé khac thuwong.”

“Thé&” a.” Ayane nghiéng dau ra chi€u suy nghi roi lai nhin thaamg vao
Hiromi. “Em khong gidu canh sat chuyén gi hét nhi. Nhirng gi em bi€t thi
da ke hét roi phai khong?”

“Em nghi vay a.”

“Vay thi t6t roi. Néu c6 gi quén khdng ndi thi nén thanh that cho ho
biet. B&i vi, ho chic ciing nghi ngd’ em nira day.”

“C6 th€ ho dang nghi ngo a. HOm thir Bay, em la ngwoi duy nhat gap
anh Mashiba ma.”

“Vay a. Canh sit chic s& nghi ngo diém 4Yy.”

“A... Hom nay em gip c6 gido néi chuyén nhw thé nay, ¢ nén cho canh
sat biet khong a?”

Unm, nghe Hiromi hdi, Ayane dit tay 1én ma.

“C6 viéc gi can gidu dau nhi. C6 khong ban tdm dau. Vung vé gidu
gi€m lai bi nghi ngo.”

“Em hiéu a.”

Phii, Ayane thé hét ra.

“Chuyén nay that ky la. Ngwoi phu nir bi chong bd va nguoi tinh cla
ch'dong ngdi ndi chuyén trong mot can phong. Thim chi, chaamg h€ cai va,

phia nao ciing khd s& khong biét phai 1am gi. Chiing ta khong mau thun c6



khi cling vi anh &y da chealng con nwra.”

Hiromi khong ddp nhwng cd cling nghi nhw vdy. B6i véi ¢o, néu
Yoshitaka song lai dworc thi Iic nay c¢é bj méng chtti c& nao cb ciing chiju.
Co6 ciing tin, cdm gidc mat mat & cd ldc nay c6 1€ 1on hon Ayane. Nhuwng

hién tai ding la cd khong c6 can ctr d€' ndi ra diéu do.



Nha bd me dé ctia Mashiba Ayane nim & mdt khu dwoc quy hoach gon
gang xinh dep. P6 12 mot ngdi nha vudng vire trong ra't chic chin, 1én hét
cau thang m¢&i dén sanh vao nha. TAng mot 14 noi dd xe, nghe néi né dworc
col nhu tang ham. Tom lai, b€ ngoai thi d6 la ngdi nha ba tang nhung trén
gid’y to thi 12 ngdi nha c6 hai tAng ndm trén mit da't v mot tAng ham.

“Quanh diy nhiéu nha nhu vay 1&m.” Mita Kazunori vira bé banh gao
vra néi. “Sang mua dong tuy€t sé chat ra't day nén khong th€ lam sanh vao
nha & gan mat da't dwgec.”

Ra vdy, Kusanagi git dau, v&i tay nhan chén tra néng. Ngwoi mang tra
ra 1a Tokiko, me clia Ayane. Khay dyng tra van dit trén du go1i.

“Du sao thi, viéc Ian nay lam chung t6i1 chodng vang qua. Mashiba sao
lai xay ra chuyén nhw vay. T6i da tha’y ky la vi nguyén nhan khong phai tai
nan hay bénh tit ma, viy a, ding la cong an dang di€u tra r6i.” Kazunori
nhiu may, d6i 16ng may 1a'm td'm bac ctia 6ng tao thanh hinh chw bdt.

“Ciing chua khing dinh chéc chin 12 4n mang.” Kusanagi dv dinh chi



noi dén vay.

Kazunori nhin mit. Ong v&n gay nén nép nhin cang hin sau hon.

“Cau 47y chéic cling 1dm k& thu diy ma. Dan kinh doanh budn ban néi
chung la th&. Nhwng ma, chi vi nhw th€&’, rdt cudc thi, ké nao, & dau, viéc
khung khi€p nhw vay...”

Kazunori vin l1am viéc & quy tin dung cho d&n nim nim trwdc. Chic
ong da gdp nhi€u chi doanh nghiép khac nhau.

“Xin 10i,” Tokiko ngwde 1én. “Ayane, nd thé nao roi? N6i chuyén qua
dién thoai né cr bdo van on...”

Quid 1a, @61 v&i ngredi me thi niém quan tAm nh4't van 13 con géi.

“Virng vang 1am a. TAt nhién c6 bi sd'c nhung rat tich cwc hop tic vdi t&
di€u tra chung t61.”

“Vay a. N&u vy thi t6i cling yén tdm.” Trdi v&i nhitng 101 'y, ndi ba't an
khong hé bién mat trén khuoén mat ctia ngwoi phu ntr.

“C0 Ayane vé day hom thir Bay ding khong a? Nghe néi 1a do stec khoe
cta bac khdng duoc tdt?” Kusanagi vira nhin Kazunori vira quay lai cha dé
chinh. Nhin dng gy go va sic mit ciing khong khde, nhung khong gidng
mot ngwoi dang khd sé vi bénh tat.

“Do tuyén tuy. Khodng ba nam trwdc toi bi viém tuy, k€ tr d6 stec khoe
khong 6n 1dm. Lic thi s6t, lic thi bung v&i lung dau dén khong cit dong
dwoee. Thoi danh can than gik gin.”

“L’an nay khong thwc sy can Ayane cham soc a?”

“A, khong d&n mic phai the’ dau. Nhi?” Kazunori quay sang Tokiko tim
ki€m sy dong tinh.

“Pém hom thr Sdu, con bé goi cho ching t6i. N6 bdo hom sau s€ vé



day. N6 thd’y lo cho strc khde cta ba va tw khi 18y ch'ong ciing chwa Ian nao
vE nha.”

“Co &y khong néu 1y do nao khac ntra a?”

“Ching ¢6 gi dic biét ca.”

“C6 &y c6 noi sé ¢ day trong bao lau khong?”

“Cling khong... T6i hdi bao gio vé lai Tokyo, nd chi néi chwa biét.”

Tw 10 k€ cua hai ngwoi, c6 vé Ayane khong c¢6 1y do kha'n cap céan phai
v€ qué. The thi vi sao cd Ay lai vé day?

Mot phu nir da k&t hon ma hanh dong nhw vay thi tinh hudng dé xay ra
nhat 1a gitra c6 ta va chdng c6 ric rdi nao do.

“Anh cdng an nay,” Kazunori cé vé leong lw. “Dwong nhw anh rd't quan
tam dén viéc Ayane tr¢ v€ day, c6 van d€ gi phai khong?”

Tuy da nghi huu nhung tredc diy ong tng giao dich va ky két voi rat
nhiéu ki€u ngwoi nén nhat dinh la dang twdng twong dd thee vé muc dich
khién cong an Tokyo phai dén tan day.

“Né&u day 12 mot vu 4n mang thi c¢6 kha ning thd pham da nhim lic cd
Ayane vé qué d€ gay 4n.” Kusanagi bit dau néi tir tdn. “Trong treong hop
d6, valn dé sé ndm & chd, vi sao thn pham bi€t dwoc hanh dong cia cd
Ayane. Vi vay, du that 1& nhung tdi vAn phai hdi chi tiét nhirng viéc da xdy
ra. Xin thdng cam vi day l1a khau bit budc khi diéu tra 1am rd vu viéc.”

“Ra la nhw vay.” Kazunori git dau, du khong r6 6ng c6 thyc sy chap
nhén 1o gidi thich hay khong.

“C0 Ayane da lam nhirng viéc gi & day a?” Kusanagi hdi ca hai nguoi.

“Hém md&i veé thi né & trong nha sudt. Budi tdi, ba nguoi ching toi di an

& mot tiém sushi gan didy. C6 mot quan con bé ra't thich t nhd.” Tokiko



dap.

“Quan an tén la gi vay?”

Nghe Kusanagi hoi, khudn mat Tokiko hién r6 vé& nghi ngor. Kazunori
cling vay.

“Xin 16i. T6i chi mudn xac nhan trede tir chi tiét nho nha't vi khong biét
dwore vé sau ching cé tré thanh y&u t& quan trong hay khong. Ciing b toi
s€ khong dén day nhiéu an.”

Tokiko t0 ra khong thda man nhwng van cho biét tén tiém #n 1a
Fukusushi.

“Ngay Chu nhét thi c6 &y di sudi nwdc néng véi ban ding khong a?”

“P6 1a mot ngwoi ban twr thoi cdp ba. Tén nd 1a Saki, nha bd” me con bé
cach diay khoang nam phut di b6. Bay gio’ né da 18y ch'ong va chuyén dén
khu Mimami-ku, hinh nhw Ayane goi dién cho né vao t6i thir Bay va hai
dra quyét dinh di Jouzankei choi.”

Kusanagi vira nhin sO tay vira gat dau. Tén cia ngwoi ban dé 1a Motooka
Sakiko - thong tin Mamiya c6 dugc tir Ayane. Utsumi Kaoru sé ghé qua chd
cd gdi nay khi tré veé tir sudi nwdc ndéng Jouzankei.

“Pay la Tan dau tién Ayane vé nha twr khi k&€t hon, viy c6 &y ¢6 k€ gi vé
anh Mashiba khong a?”

Tokiko nghiéng dau.

“No chi k€ nhitng chuyén dai loai nhw chong vin ban nhuw triede, lai con
sud't ngay di choi golf.”

“Nghia la cd &y khong néi & nha ¢6 chuyén gi dic biét?”

“Khong. N6i cho ding thi chiing t6i m&i bi con bé hdi nhiéu. Nao thi

strc khde cuia ba ra sao, nao thi chuyén vé em trai né. Phai roi, né6 c6 mot



em trai, gio’ thing bé dang lam viéc & My.”

“Cho dén gio’ thi Ayane it V€ nha, c6 nghia la 6ng ba cling khong ma’y
khi gdp Mashiba phai khong?”’

“Ping vay. Khong lau trede ddm cwdi, ching t6i ¢6 d€n nha céu
Mashiba cho'i, d6 cling 1a Tan cudi cung thong tha trdo chuyén. Tuy Mashiba
néi ching t6i hay dén ba't c khi nao nhwng sirc khde 6ng nha tbi ciing té
nén rdt cudc sau do chwa di dwoe Tan nao khac.”

“Hinh nhw minh m&i gdp cdu &y dwgc khodng bon Ian thoi nhi?”
Kazunori quay sang noi.

“Pam cudi c6 vé chong vanh a?”

“Ping day. Ayane ciling 30 tudi roi, toi dang s6t ruét mong nd s¢'m tim
dwoc ngwoi phit hop, thi né ba't ngd goi dién r'oi bdo tin sip 18y chong.”
Tokiko dap.

Theo 1o cdp vor chdng gia, Ayane 1én thd d6 khoang tdm nam trudec.
Nhung ¢6 cling khong song & Sapporo sud't khoang thoi gian trede d6 ma
da di du hoc & Anh sau khi tot nghi€p cao dfmg. Khau ghép vai la s& thich
t thoi c@p ba va thud d6 cd cling dwoc danh gid cao & mot s6” cude thi.
Tén tudi c¢O6 vut noi ti€ng 1a nho' cudn sach xudt ban sau khi ttr Anh vé
nuwdc, dwge cac tin d6 mon nay hét 1o khen ngoi.

“N6 ra't ham viéc, hdi n6 dinh bao gior k&€t hon thi né bao khdng c6 thoi
gian lam v ngwoi khéc, chinh né méi ¢an mot ¢6 vo.”

“Thé& w?” Kusanagi kha ba't ngo vé nhitng diéu Tokiko néi. “C6 ay c6
vé rat gidi viéc ndi tron.”

Kazunori tré moi, xua tay.

“Pau phai thu cong gidi thi s€ lam dwoc nhirng viéc ndi tror khac. HO6i



con s6ng & diy né ¢6 bao gior dong vao viéc nha. Ngay ca thoi gian sdng
mot minh & Tokyo ciing hi€m khi chiu nAu nréng 1am.”

“O, that th&"a?”

“Puing da’y,” Tokiko ti€p loi. “To6i vao phong né roi, chang c6 vé gi la
né ty nd'u nwdng ca. Hinh nhw né toan mua ma’y thé nhw com hop & cira
hang tién lgi thoi.”

“Nhung theo 1o ban bé anh Mashiba k€ lai thi ho thwong xuyén t6 chire
tiéc tai nha. Co Ayane ndu an...”

“Chuyén d6 la thé& nay. Ayane c6 k€ v&i tdi. Triede khi k€t hon né di hoc
niu #n nén chic tay ngheé ciing kha hon. N6 néi riéng v&i téi da’y, ding 1a
mot khi mudn nd'u an cho ngwoi minh yéu thi mét dira nhw né ciing chiu c&
ging.”

“Nguwoi quan trong voi minh xay ra chuyén nhw vay, chac con bé suy
sup lam.” Kazunori cdi xudng vé dau don, c6 1€ 6ng lai nghi dén tdm 1y cha
con géi ldc nay.

“Xin hdi, ching t6i c¢6 th€ dé€n gdp con bé khdong? T6i mudn lam gi d6
cho nd, gitip n6 t& chirc tang 1€.”

“T4at nhién la khdong van d€ gi a. Chi ¢6 diéu, gio’ chdau chwa the néi khi
nao di th€ méi dwoee trd ve.”
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dy a.

“PE€lién lac v&i Ayane sau di.” Kazunori néi v&i vor.

a da ¢ hau hét muc dich chuyén tham nén Kusanagi xin phép ra

ba dat dwoc hdu hét muc dich chuyén th K h
veé. Lic dang x0 giay & sanh nha, anh d€ y tha’y trén ct mdc treo quéan 4o
cé treo mot cdi do khodc khau ghép vai. Trong né kha dai, nguoi binh

thwong méc ¢6 th€ che dén tdn dau goi.



“Con bé lam tr mady nam trede.” Tokiko néi. “N6 bao, mua dong, khi
nao ra ngoai 18y bdo hodc thw tw thi ba khoac vao.”

“N6 khong can lam moén 1oe loet d€n mirc nay ciing dwgrc ma,” tuy noi
vay nhung trong Kazunori ra't vui.

“Me cua O0ng Ay bi ngad vi tregt chan khi ra ngoai vao mua dong. Do d6
ma bi gdy xwong hong. Chéc 1a Ayane nhé chuyén d6 nén né ¢6 dém thém
vao phan héng do.” Tokiko vira ndi vira khoe Kusanagi xem bén trong
chi€c 4o khoac.

Diing la cdch quan tdm cuia c6 dy, Kusanagi nghi.

Sau khi roi khdi nha gia dinh Mita, anh ghé vao quan Fukusushi. Ngoai ctra
treo bi€n “dang chuan bi” nhung & bén trong, dau b&ép da so’ ch&” d6 an roi.
Nguwoi ddu bép khodng ndm muoi tudi d€ toc hii cua van nhd gia dinh
Ayane.

“Lau 1&m mdi gip lai Ayane, t6i ciing tha'y vui ddo d€. Ca nha ra vé ldc
10 gio thi phai. Sao thé? C6 chuyén gi a?”

Khong th€ k€ chi ti€t, Kusanagi ddp bwra cho qua chuyén roi roi khoi

quan.

Anh hen v&i Utsumi Kaoru & quédy reou mot khiach san ndm canh ga
Sapporo. Pén noi, Kusanagi thd’y co6 dang ghi chép gi do.
“Thu hoach dwoc gi khong?” Kusanagi ng'6i xuéng ghé€” doi dién va hoi.
“Phu nhan Ayane duing la c6 nga lai mot 1r quan & Jouzankei. Toi da hodi

chuyén nhan vién phuc vy, ho néi ¢6 &y ra't vui vé & d6 cung ban.”



“Co ban Motooka Sakiko do...”

“To61 gdp ron.”

“C6 gi khic v&i loi khai cia phu nhan khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru ché'p mét roi lc dau.

“Khong. Hau hét déu nhu nhirng gi c6 &y da khai.”

“Thay chwa? Phia t6i cling thé. C6 &y khong ¢6 thoi gian d€ di Tokyo
roi quay tro lai.”

“C06 Motooka néi da & canh phu nhan Mashiba tir budi trra ngay Chu
nhat. P&n t6i mudn thi phu nhan phdt hién c6 tin nhin thoai trén di dong,
chi ti€t do cung la sy that.”

“Thé&” thi hoan hao r6i.” Kusanagi dga vao gh€’, nhin gwong mat cia ntr
cong an dan em va néi. “Mashiba Ayane khong phai la tha pham. Tuyét doi
khong th&. Chic c¢6 khong vui ti ndo nhung hay nhin vio sw that khach quan
di.”

Utsumi Kaoru ngé lo 4nh mét d6 nhwr d€ tam ngung ciu chuyén roi lai
mé to méit nhin Kusanagi.

“T6i thd'y c6 vai di€m trong loi k€ ciia Motooka.”

“Lagi?”

“Motooka lau 1dm r6i mé&i gdp lai phu nhan Mashiba. ft nha't ho chwa
gap lai twe khi ¢6 &y 18y chong.”

“B0& me c6 ay cling noi the.”

“An twong da khic. Trede diy cd Ay rat s6i ndi con gio thi hoan toan
tram tinh. Trong c6 8%y c6 vé cling khong duoc khde.”

“Thé&” thi sao?” Kusanagi néi. “Ro rang l1a ¢6 nhiéu khd nang phu nhan

Mashiba da phat hién viéc chong minh ngoai tinh. Lan tr& vé qué nay c¢6



the€’ 1a mot chuyén di giai tda tam ly. Nhwng ¢6 mudn néi gi? Doi tredng da
bdo ro6i ddy. Ching ta dén diy d€ xac minh ching ¢ ngoai pham cta cd
ay. Vané hoan hdo. Thé¢ chwa dwoe hay sao?”

“Con mdt diéu ntra.” Utsumi Kaoru néi, bi€u cdam khong doi. “Co Ay
thay phu nhan bat ngudn dién thoai vai Tan. Bat mdy, roi ki€ém tra tin nhin
va tin nhdn thoai. X4c nhan xong lai tit ngudn ngay l4p tirc.”

“Chéc 1a tiét kiém pin. Chuyén dé binh thuwong ma.”

“Cé chic khong?”

“Con nghi dwoc gi khac nwa?”

“C6 khi nao cd ay biét trede s€ ¢b lién lac tir ai d6 khong? Chinh xac
hon, 12 mudn tranh phéi tryc ti€p nhin cudc goi Ay. Sau khi nim 16 tinh
hinh qua tin nhén thoai r6i m&i chd dong lién lac. Vi mudn lam nhu vay
nén ma&i tat ngudn dién thoai.”

Kusanagi lic dau. Co canh sét tré ny tuy dau 6c thong minh nhung hét
strc ngoan c§'.

Anh nhin xuéng dong h'6 r'oi dieng day.

“Pi théi. Mudn gio’ 1én may bay r'6i.”



Vira budc vao toa nha da thd'y mat lanh gét chan. Tuy dang di giay the thao
nhung cd van nghe ti€ng budc chin vang 1én ra't rd. C nhw the t't ca céc
can phong déu khdng c6 nguoi.

Leo 1én ciu thang c6 m&i thd’y ¢6 ngwoi di ngege chiéu voi minh. Mot
thanh nién deo kinh cdn. Anh ta nhin Utsumi Kaoru, c6 vé kha ngac nhién.
C6 1€ vi hi€m khi tha’y phu ntr la mét budc vao tda nha nay.

Léan trede cd dén day da cach vai thang. Khong 1au sau khi dwoe diéu
veé to diéu tra s 1. Trong khi diéu tra vy dn, c6 can gidi quy&€t mdot thu
doan danh lwa vé vat 1y nén da t&i ddy d€ xin loi khuyén. Vira nho lai
chuyén ldc &Yy, ¢6 vira ti€n vé can phong ¢6 can dén.

Phong nghién cttu s& 13 ndm & ding vi tri trong tri nhé ctha Kaoru.
Ciing gidng nhw n tredre, trén ctra phong c6 treo tAm bang cho biét nhirng
ngwoi thudc phong nghién ctru hién dang & dau. Bén canh cdi tén Yukawa,
vién nam chAm mau dé gin vao 6 “dang & trong phong”. Thay vay, co thé

phao. C6 vé anh khdng quén cdi hen véi ¢6. Phuy td va cdac hoc tro déu da



1én 16p nghe gidng. Piéu nay cang lam cd yén tdm. N&u c6 th€ thi ¢6 khong
mudn ai khac nghe chuyén.

Vira gb ctra da coé ti€ng “vang” dap lai nén cd dirng chor, nhung doi mai
khong thdy ctra mé.

“That ti€c nhwng khong phai ctra ty dong dau,” ti€ng ndi tw bén trong
vong ra.

Kaoru ty m& canh ctra, thd'y tried'c mét tAm leng cia mdt ngwoi méc do
cdc tay mau den. Tredc mit ngwoi d6 1a man hinh mdy tinh ¢ 1on. Trén
man hinh dang chi€u hinh anh cta thr gi d6 két hop tir nhirng khdi cau 1om
nho.

“Xin 13i, c6 bat gilip cdng tic may pha ca phé & canh bon rira dwoc
khong? Nude va ca phé tdi d&€ sén trong d6 r'oi,” chli nhan clia cdi lung néi.

B'on rita nadm ngay phia tay phai khi budc vao phong. Pung 12 c6 chiéc
m4y pha ca phé & d6. Mdy c6 vé con mdi. Kaoru bat cdng tic, phit chdc da
nghe ti€ng nwdc reo.

“T6i twdng anh thich ca phé hoa tan?” Kaoru noi.

“T6i thdng & hoi thi cAu 16ng va phan thudng 12 mdy pha ci phé. Ping
nao cling ¢6 roi thi dung thir, khong ngo lai ra't tién. Hon ntra gid thanh
tinh cho mdi cdc ciing ré.”

“Gid minh ding n6 som hon thi t6t biét may a?”

“Chuyén d6 thi khong. Cai may dé c¢6 khuyét di€m lon.”

“Gi the?”

“N6 khong tao dwoe vi cia ca phé hoa tan,” vira néi anh vira gd ban
phim. Yukawa Manabu, chl nhan cta can phong, xoay chi€c ghé€” va quay

veé phia Kaoru. “Pa quen v&i cong viée & tO diéu tra sd 1 chwa?”



“Mot chit.”

“Thé& a. Tt @&y chir. Tuy vay, tdi van gitt nguyén quan di€m: quen vdi
ngh€ canh sat hinh sy ciling ¢6 nghia la tw tv ddnh ma't nhan tinh.”

“Anh cling n6i y hét nhw vy véi Kusanagi a?”

“T6i néi nhiéu Tan 4y. Chic anh ta chealng h€ dao dong dau.” Yukawa
quay lai nhin man hinh may tinh, dat tay 1€n con chudt.

“Do 1a gi vay?”

“Cadi nay a? Cau tao tinh thé cua ferrite dwore mo hinh héa.”

“Ferrite... nam cham a?”

Nha vat 1y hoc mé to d6i mét phia sau cip kinh nhin Kaoru.

“C0 bi€t rd nhi. Chinh xac thi né dwoe goi 1a vt liéu tw tinh, nhwng thé
la gidi roi.”

“T6i doc & cubén sach nao dé. Pai loai 1a né dwoe st dung cho dau tw.”

“Mudn cho Kusanagi nghe qud.” Yukawa tit man hinh r6i quay lai nhin
Kaoru. “Trwdc hét ¢6 trd 1o cu hdi cha téi nhé. Tai sao phai gitt bi mat
voi Kusanagi chuyén ¢6 dén day?”

“P¢ gidi thich chuyén d6 thi t6i phai k& vé vu an treedre da.”

Yukawa cham rai 1dc du.

“L’an nay, toi da tw chdi gap khi néi chuyén véi ¢6 qua dién thoai. Toi
khong con mudén dinh ddng d&€n viéc di€u tra cia canh sat hinh sy ntra. Vi
th& cdi lam t6i mu6n gap chinh 1a may chtr gikr-bi-mat-voi-Kusanagi. Tai
sao lai phai gid'u anh ta? T6i mudn bi€t nén mai danh thei gian cho ¢ nhw
thé nay. Vi th& tredrc hét t6i mudén nghe 1y do d6. T6i ciing phai ndi ludn,
viéc ¢6 nghe vé vu an hay khong thi d€ t6i quy€t dinh sau.” Yukawa lanh

nhat néi.



Nhin khudén mét anh, Utsumi thdm hoi khong hi€u chuyén gi da xay ra.
Theo 101 Kusanagi k€ thi anh ta tieng tich cwc hop téc, hd tror cong tdc diéu
tra. Song sau mot vu dn, quan hé voi Kusanagi da tré nén xa cach, con do
l1a vu &n nhw thé" nao thi Kaoru khong dugrc bi€t.

“Nhwng ra't kho gidi thich sy tinh ma lai khong k€ vé vu an.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Canh sat hinh sy cdc c6 c6 cho d6i phwong biét
chi ti€t vu an khi tham van ho khéng? Vwra lam mi mo nhirng di€m quan
trong, vira khai thac dwogec nhirng gi minh mudn biét khong phai la sé&
treong ctia ¢6 hay sao? Chi c¢én dp dung ky thuat &y la dwoc. Nao, c6 mau
ndi di. Cr chan chw thi sinh vién s€ quay lai day.”

Trudc giong diéu ddy vé ché& nhao, Utsumi ba't giac td ra khé chiu. Co
bdng mudn lam cho nha khoa hoc ¢6 vé diém tinh nay boi r6i mot chuit.

“Sao vay?” Anh ta nhiu may. “Khong cé hing trd chuyén?”

“Khong phai vay.”

“Thé& thi mau 1én. Toi thye sy khong c6 thoi gian dau.”

“Anh Kusanagi,” cd ti€p tuc nhin chdm chim vio d6i mit Yukawa.
“Dang yéu.”

“Ha?”

Anh nhin sdc bén bién mat trong doi mét Yukawa. Nhr mot ciu bé lac
dwong, di€m nhin ciling tré nén mo h'6. Anh tiép tuc nhin Kaoru bing d6i
mét 4.

“Sao co?”

“Yéu.” C6 nhéc lai. “Anh Kusanagi dang yéu.”

Yukawa cdi d4u, chinh cip kinh r'éi lai nhin Kaoru, 4anh mét gio da day

canh giac.



“Ai?” anh hai.

“K¢ tinh nghi.” Kaoru dép. “Anh &y dang yéu ké tinh nghi cia vy dn Ian
nay. Vi thé" anh &y nhin nhin vu an tir géc d6 hoan toan khac vai téi. B6 1a
1y do t61 khong mudn cho Kusanagi bi€t viéc minh dén day.”

“Tém lai, viéc tdi cho ¢6 loi khuyén nao d6 c6 th€ lai 1a diéu ma anh ta
khong mong do1?”

“Dung la nhw vay.” Kaoru gat dau.

Yukawa khoanh tay, nhim mat lai. Anh ngd minh vao lung gh& réi thé
hit ra.

“T6i da danh gid thap co roi. Toi dinh s€ nhanh chéng moi cd vé bat ke
cd ndi gi nhung khong th€ ngo’ lai ¢6 chuyén nhw vay. Yéu a? Hon nira con
la Kusanagi!”

“T6i ndi vé vy an dwoe chwa?” Kaoru vira néi vira nhdm nhdp cam gidc
chién thing.

“Poi mot chidt. Udng ca phé tredc da. Néu khong 187y lai binh tinh thi
t6i khé c6 thé tap trung 1ing nghe.”

Yukawa ding day, rét ca phé vao hai chié€c coc.

“Pung la vira hay.” Kaoru nhan 18y mot cd'c va néi.

“Sao nao?”

“B@&i vi, vu an trung khop voi viée vira udng ca phé vira tro chuyén. Vu
4n bt dau tir ci phé.”

“Hoa trong gid’c mo cling ¢6 khi né tr mot tach ca phé... hinh nhw ngay
xwa ting cé bai hat nhw vdy. Nao, k€ cho tdi nghe di.” Yukawa tya vao ghé,
hop ting ngum ca phé.

Kaoru k€ tuan ty nhirng viéc da sang t6 vEé vu sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka.



Tuy tiét 10 ndi dung diéu tra cho ngwdi ngoai 1a vi pham nguyén tic nhung
Kusanagi ting néi Yukawa s€ khong chiu hop tic n€u khéng lam nhw vay.
Quan trong hon, ban than Kaoru tin twdng nhan vat nay.

Nghe hét cau chuyén thi Yukawa cling u6ng hét ca pheé, anh dam dam
nhin vao ddy chi€c c6c¢ da can.

“Tém lai la th& nay nhi. C6 nghi ngo’ ngwoi vor clia nan nhan, con
Kusanagi dang yéu c6 ta nén khong th€ dwa ra phan dodn cong bang.”

“Dung chtr ‘yéu’ 1a t6i n6éi hoi qua. Vi mudn thu hit sg quan tdm cia
anh nén to6i di lpa chon ti ngit gy 4n twong. Nhung, toi tin ring anh
Kusanagi thyc sy ¢6 nhitng cam xtc ddc bi€t. Phdn nao thi anh ay cling
khac so v&i moi khi.”

“T6i s€ khong hoi vi sao ¢6 ¢6 the khflng dinh diéu do. Vi téi chu treong
tin tedng vao tryc gidc cua phu nir trong nhieng chuyén nhw vay.”

“Cam on anh.”

Yukawa nhiu may, ddt c6c ca phé 1€n mat ban.

“Nhwng trong pham vi 1o k& ctia ¢6, toi cling khong nghi ring Kusanagi
suy nghi thién léch dén vay. Mashiba Ayane... tén nhw thé nhi, chirng cr
ngoai pham cta nguoi phu nir d6 ding 1a hoan hao.”

“Néu la hanh vi pham t0i c6 st dung hung khi triyc ti€p nhw dao hay
sung thi khong n6i 1am gi, nhueng trong vu an nay lai 1a thud'c ddc. To1 nght
¢6 th€ chuan bj treedre khi vy an xay ra.”

“Y ¢6 khong phai 14 nh¢ toi suy nghi vé céi sw chuah bj d6 dau nhi?”

Kaoru im 1ang vi bi ndi tring tim den. Qua nhién, nha vat 1y hoc nhéch
moi.

“C6 vé nhw ¢6 hieu nham, nhung vat 1y khong phai 1a tro ao thuat.”



“Nhung dén gio thay da nhiéu an gidi dwoe nhirng mwu meo gidng nhw
ao thuat ma.”

“Tro bip bop ctia tdi pham va do thuat 1a khac nhau. C6 bi€t sy khac biét
Ay khong?” Thay Kaoru lic dau, Yukawa ben tiép tuc. “Puwong nhién céi
nao ciing ¢c6 manh 1¢i. Nhwng cach xi& 1y ching thi hoan toan khac nhau.
Trong 4o thuat, khi man trinh dién két thic thi khich xem ciing mat ludn
co’ hdi nhin ra manh 1¢i y. Nhung véi tro bip ctia tdi pham thi doi diéu tra
c6 kha nang nghién ctru hién treong pham tdi cho dén khi hi€u ro tat ca.
N&u c6 sy chuan bi nao d6 thi nhat dinh s€ d¢ lai dau vét. Viéc budc phai
x6a sach hoan toan dau vét chinh Ia di€m kho6 nhat trong thi doan cua ké
pham t61.”

“Trong vu 4n nay, khong c6 kha nang cac dau vét dwoc x6a di mot cach
tai tinh a?”

“Tw nhirng gi cd k€ lai thi t6i budc phai néi kha nang d6 kha thap. Tén
cO tinh nhan la gi &y nhi?”

“Wakayama Hiromi.”

“CO gai xac nhan da uéng ca phé cling nan nhin ding khéng? Nguwoi
pha ca phé hinh nhw cling 1a ¢6 ta. N&u c6 sy chuan bj trwde thi tai sao lic
a’y lai khong xady ra chuyén gi? P6 1a di€ém ky la nha't. Khi ndy c6 c6 mdt
suy luan that tha vi. A’y 12 thd doan dwa san chat ddc cho nan nhan va néi
ring n6 khién ca phé ngon hon. Néu d6 13 thi doan trong phim trinh tham
thi cling khong té¢ nhwng khong th€ 1a phwong thirc ma téi pham Iya chon
trong thuc t€.”

“Cé6 chic khong?”

“The twdng teong minh la thu pham di. N&u dwa cha't doc va néi nhirng

cau ay roi anh ta st dung & dau d6 bén ngoai thi chuyén gi s€ xay ra? Gia



str anh ta & bén ai d6 va ndi cdi nay dwoc vor dwa cho r'oi bo vao ca phé thi
sao?”

Kaoru cin moi. Piéu c¢6 vira dwoc nghe qua that ra't ding. Su that 1a ¢
chi khong th€ gat di suy luan &y ma thoi.

“Né&u cho ring phu nhan la thd pham thi c¢6 ta phai dung d&n phwong
thirc xr 1y dwoe it nha't ba tré ngai.” Yukawa gio’ 1én ba ngén tay. “Thk
nhd't, chat doc khong bi phat gidc. Néu khong thi viéc tao chirng cr ngoai
pham ching con ¥ nghia. Thit hai, ngwdi udng chat doc d6 nhat dinh phai
la Mashiba. Gia st c6 kéo theo ca cd tinh nhan di ntra, n€u khong thé sat
hai Mashiba thi vo nghia. Cudi ciing, bit budc phai thwc hién dwoc cich
thirc Ay trong thoi gian ngin. Pém trudc khi di Hokkaido, & ngdi nha dé ¢
tiéc ding khong? N&u cho chid't doc vao thir gi d6 & thoi di€ém &y thi ¢6
nguy co’ nguoi khac s€ trg thanh nan nhan. Vi vdy t6i nghi tha doan phai
dwoc ti€n hanh sau do.”

Sau khi tu6n mot trang khdng nging, anh gio’ rOng hai canh tay.

“Toi dau hang. Khong the nghi ra dwoc tha doan nao nhw vay. It nha't 1a
voi toi.”

“MaYy tré ngai d6 kho dén thé kia a?”

“V&i toi thi thue sy khé ddy. Dac biét 1a tré ngai déu tién that sy khong
dé d€ vwot qua. Cho ring phu nhan khong phai 14 théi pham con hop Iy
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hon.
Kaoru thé dai. Co cam thay, néu nhan vat nay ma khéng dinh chic chin
nhw vay thi c6 1€ 1a khong the’lam dwore that.
DPing lic &y di ddng d6 chudng. Co6 nhin Yukawa di pha lwgt ca phé mai

va bdt may.



“Pang & dau da’y?” Giong ndi cua Kusanagi vang 1én. Ngtr di€u c6 phan
tho 1.

“T6i di 18y thdng tin & hiéu thudc. T6i dwoe 1€nh tim hi€u cach thirc
mua thach tin. C6 chuyén gi the?”

“Bén gidm dinh 1am roi. Cha't doc da dwoc phat hién & chd khic ngoai
caphé.”

Kaoru nim chit dién thoai. “Tim dwoc & dau the?”

“Am nude. Cdi &m dun nude 4y.”

“Caido ar’

“C6 cd mot lwong 1on nén c6 vé khong sai dau. Gior s€ yéu cau
Wakayama Hiromi hop tac di€u tra.”

“Co ay u?”

“Trén &m nwdc ¢6 da'u van tay cia co ta.”

“Préu dé la dwong nhién. C6 'y ndéi sding Chu nhat ¢6 pha ca phé ma.”

“T6i biét. Thé thi ¢6 ta m&i ¢ cor hoi d€ ha doc.”

“Chi thd'y ddu van tay cua c6 &y thdi a?”

“Ta’t nhién la cd dau van tay clia nan nhan nwa.”

“Phu nhan thi sao? C6 lIru dau van tay khong?” C6 the nghe r6 ti€ng thé
dai cua Kusanagi.

“Vi la chd nhan cin nha nén cling c6 mdt doi vé€t lwu lai. Tuy nhién,
ngwoi cudi cing cham vao né khong phai la phu nhan. Xac dinh dwoc tw
tinh trang ch'ong chéo cua cac da'u van tay. Vi lai, dwong nhw ciing khong
c6 da'u vét cho thay ai d6 da deo gang tay r'oi dong t&i cai Am.”

“T6i duoc hoc 1a dd'u vét clia ging tay thi chic chin khong sét lai.”

“Bi€t roi. Chuyén d6 t6i bi€t. Du sao di ntra, xét tor hoan canh ma ndi,



ngoai Wakayama Hiromi thi khong ai ¢6 th€ ha doc. S€ ti€n hanh 18y cung
& tru s& chinh nén ¢6 vé mau di.”

Toi biét roi, dién thoai ngét trude khi Kaoru kip néi hét cau.

“Co tién trién ddng khong?” Yukawa hdi, anh vira dieng vira udng ca
phé.

Kaoru k€ lai ndi dung cudc dién thoai. Anh ti€p tuc uéng ca phé va nghe
cd k&, khong th€ hién phan tng gi.

“Tim thdy & &m nuwdc a? Di€m nay c6 vé bat ngo nhi.”

“Pung la c6 1€ t6i da nghi hoi qua. Sdng Cha nhat, Wakayama Hiromi
dung cung chiéc &m d6 pha ca phé va udng v&i nan nhan. Tém lai, thoi
di€ém d6 thi cha't doc chwa dwoe tron vao ca phé. Hanh vi pham tdi khong
the 1a cua Mashiba Ayane dworc.”

“Hon nira, chudn bj trude chat doc vao am nude ching loi gi cho phu
nhan. Cling chgng thanh tha doan gi hét.”

Kaoru nghiéng dau, cd chwa hi€u y anh.

“Co vua khfmg dinh phu nhan khéng c¢6 kha nang thwc hién hanh vi
pham phdp, nhwng d6 1a vi ¢6 ngwoi da diung cdi Am trwde khi vy dn xay ra.
Né&u khong c6 ngwdi dé thi sao? Canh sat s& cho rang phu nhén ciing ¢6 co
héi d€ tron cha't doc ding khong? Tém lai 1a d6i voi co ta, viéc mat cong
chuah bj bang chitng ngoai pham chealng delam gicd.”

“A... qua ding nhr vady.” Kaoru khoanh tay, d4u cui xudng. “Tirc 1a, c6
thé nao thi Mashiba Ayane cling dwoc loai tree khdi d6i twong tinh nghi
nhi.”

Nhung v&i cdu hdi nay, Yukawa khong trd 101 ma chi dam dam nhin

Kaoru.



“Vay ti€p theo cd dinh chuyén sang hwong nao? Né&u khong coi phu
nhén la thd pham ntra thi sau diy s€ giong nhw Kusanagi, nghi ngo’ ¢6 tinh
nhan?”

Kaoru lic dau.

“T61 khong nghi vay.”

“C6 vé tu tin nhi. C6 c6 thé cho t6i bi€t can cir vao dau khong? Khong 18
1y do la c6 ta khong th€ gi€t ngwoi dan 6ng minh yéu?” Yukawa ngdi 1én

Kaoru thdy hoang mang trong long. B&i vi, cd qua that dinh néi nhw
vay. C6 khdng c6 ba't clr can cir cu thé nao khac.

Tuy vy, trong khi quan sit Yukawa, c6 c¢6 cdm gidc anh ciing cho ring
Wakayama Hiromi khong phai 1a thi pham, hon ntra ¢6 the con cé can cir
o rang. Anh chi nghe vé vu an qua loi k€ ctia ¢6. Liéu ¢6 ddu hiéu nao dé
d& xdc nhan rang Wakayama Hiromi khong bd chd't doc vao 4m nwdc hay
khong?

A! C6 ngang mat 1én.

“Sao vay?”

“Rira &m nuwde.”

“Gi co?”

“Néu cd 4y bd chat ddc vao &m nwdc thi da rira né treeorc khi canh sat
dén. Nguoi phat hién ra thi th€'1a ¢6 &'y ma. Du thé nao ciing dw thoi gian.”

Yukawa gat dau vé hai long.

“Diing thé". Thém nita, n€u ¢o ta 1a thd pham thi khong chi rira mdi cdi
Am ma s€ xit 1y ca chd bot ca phé hay gid'y loc da st dung ludn Ay chir. Sau

d6 sé d€ lai bén thi th€ tdi ni-long hodc thr gi d6 c¢6 chira cha't doc. Nguy



trang cho ra vé ty sat.”

“Cam on anh.” Kaoru gat dau. “That may la t6i da d€n day. Lam phién
anh roi.”

Khi ¢6 quay ra ctra thi Yukawa goi lai, “Pgi da.”

“Chéc ciling khé d€ toi c6 the quan sat hién tredng nén néu cé anh thi
tot.”

“Anh kiéu gi a?”

“Anh chup ciin b&p c6 ca phé bj tron thudc doc. Ngoai ra tdi cling mudn
xem anh nhitng ¢6¢ chén hay &m nwdc dwoe thu gike.”

Kaoru mé to mét. “Anh d6ng y gitip t6i?”

Yukawa nhan mat va gai dau.

“Liic ranh rdi dong ndo mot chiit ciing dwoc. PE xem mot nguoi &
Hokkaido c6 kha ndng ha doc mdt ngwoi & Tokyo hay khong.”

Kaoru ba't gidac mim cwei. Cod me tii deo vai, 18y ra mét tap h'o sor.

”Xin moi.”

“Pay 1a?”

“Mon hang anh dit dd'y. Sang nay t61 da chup lai.”

Yukawa khe 1i€c qua tap tai licu.

“Néu giai dwore bi an thi c6 the' 18y luon thi doan d6 lam bai hoc.” Anh

néi v&i vé hai hwde. “Tat nhién la danh cho Kusanagi.”
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Kusanagi goi di€n thoai cho Wakayama Hiromi thi dwoe bi€t ¢6 dang &
Daikanyama. C6 1€ c6 gio hoc khau ghép vai ciia Mashiba Ayane.

Leo 1én chiéc xe do Kishitani ¢cam ldi, ho huéng vé Daikanyama. Toa
chung cw mau tréng 6p gach nam gitra khu kié¢n tric xa hoa. Clra ra vao
khong phai loai ty ddong khoéa, that hi€m thdy & thoi buGi nay. Hai nguoi
budc vao thang mdy, di 1én fang ba. Trudc cira cin phong s& 305 c6 gin
ta'm bi€n dé chr “Anzu House”.

Vira nhadn chudng goi thi cra mé ra. C6 the€ thd’y gwong mat ddy ba't an
ctia Wakayama Hiromi.

“Xin 10i vi 1am phién du cd dang ban.” Kusanagi bwdc vao. “Thyc ra
thi,” vira dit 101 mao déu, anh dung lai vi thd'y Mashiba Ayane & cudi can
phong.

“Cac anh c6 phat hién gi a?”” Ayane lai gan.

“Co0 ciing & day a?”

“Chung t6i dang trao doi vé k& hoach tred'c mat. Nhwng cé viéc gi can



dén Hiromi th& a? Toi twdng khong ¢6 gi can hoi ¢6 &y nira.”

Cau hoi nhe nhang nhwng o rang ¢6 ham y trdch méc Kusanagi. Bi nhin
ddm dim béi 4nh mit u bu'dn &y, anh chot tha’y ngai ngan.,

“Tinh hinh cé chit ti€n trien,” Kusanagi quay sang phia Wakayama
Hiromi. “Gio ¢6 ¢6 th€ di cung chiing t6i vé co’ quan khong?”

Mét Wakayama Hiromi mé to. C6 lién tuc chép mét.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?” Nguwoi hdi 1a Ayane. “Tai sao ¢6 &y lai phai di theo
cong an?”

“Piéu do6 thi t6i khong the néi & day bay gior dwoe... Co Wakayama, cd
¢ th€ di cling ding khong? Pung lo. Chiing t6i khong dén diy bing xe
cong an dau.”

Wakayama Hiromi y&u &'t nhin Ayane r'oi quay lai git dau véi Kusanagi.

“T6i hi€u roi. Nhwng tdi ¢6 the' vEé ngay phai khong?”

“Néu van dé duoce gidi quyét.”

“Vang, toi s€ stra soan di ngay.”

Wakayama Hiromi thoang bi€n ma't & cudi phong r'oi nhanh chéng quay
lai v&i do khodc va tdi xach trén tay. Trong ldc &y Kusanagi khong thé€ nhin
Vé phia Ayane. Nhw moi khi anh vAn ¢6 cdm gidc minh bi quan sét.

Puoc Kishitani moi di trede, Wakayama Hiromi bwdc ra khdi phong.
Kusanagi dang dinh bwdc theo thi tay anh bi Ayane gitr lai. “D¢i mdt chit.”
Lyc tay manh dén ba't ngo'.

“Hiromi bi nghi ngo a? Khong th€ nao, khéng th€’ c¢6 chuyén &y ding
khong?”

Kusanagi thdy kho xtwr. Kishitani dang cho’ bén ngoai canh cira.

“Cau di trede di.” Kusanagi néi roi tam thoi dong cira, quay lai nhin



Ayane.

“A... Toi xin 16i.” C6 budng cénh tay. “Nhung, nhi't dinh khong th€ c6
chuyén c6 &y la thii pham dwoc. N&u nghi ngo ¢6 Ay thi d6 1a sy nhAm 14n
khong th€ cha’p nhan.”

“Chting t6i can xem xét ta't ca cac kha nang.”

Ayane dirt khodt 15¢c dau.

“Kha niing d6 1a con s& khdng. C6 &y chic chin khong giét chdong tdi.
Cong an cac anh phai hi€u ro diéu do6 chi.”

“Visao?”

“B&i vi, anh biét ding khong? V€ mdi quan hé gitra cd bé va chdong
t01.”

Kusanagi bd1 rdi vi qua bat ngo'.

“Co bietroi a?”

“HOm trrede tdi néi chuyén véi Hiromi vE viéc d6. Téi gang hdi co &y
vé mdi quan hé v&i chdng minh. Va co &y da thing thén thira nhan.”

Ayane bt dau k& chi ti&t vé cudc doi thoai ldc &y. Noi dung clia né lam
Kusanagi phai nin thé nhwng diéu lam anh ngac nhién hon ca la du c¢6
chuyén nhw thé& xdy ra, hdm nay, trong cin phong nay, hai ngwdi van c6 the
trao doi vé cong viéc. C6 th€ vi nguoi chong da qua doi nhung Kusanagi
thye sy khong hi€u ndi tim 1y ctia hai ngwoi phu nir nay.

“To6i tré vE Sapporo la vi bi dé nghi chia tay ma con ti€p tuc & ngdi nha
Ay thi s& ra't khd sé. Xin 10i anh vi da néi doi.” Ayane cdi dau. “Chinh vi
vay, cd bé khdng c6 mot 1y do nao d€ giét chdng t6i ca. Xin dung nghi ngo’
cod ay.”

Kusanagi kh6 x& nhin ngwoi phu nit dang khan cau. Anh ty héi, Cé cé



thé’ thdt long bdo vé cho ngwoi phy nit da cwop chdong minh dén mwrc nay
hay sao?

“T6i hi€u r6 nhitng gi ¢d vira ndi. C6 diéu ching téi khong thé€ phén
dodn dya trén cam tinh dwgc. Ching t6i phai gidi quyét mot cach khach
quan dwa vao vat chirng cu the.”

“Vat chitng? Y anh 12 ¢6 vat ching minh Hiromi 1a tha pham 2?” Anh
mét Ayane tré nén dir doi.

Kusanagi thd dai trdm ngdm. Anh ngam nhan dinh, du ¢6 néi ra cén ctr
nghi ngor Wakayama Hiromi cling khdng gy tré ngai gi cho qua trinh diéu
tra ti€p theo.

“Cach thiec ha doc da ro rang ro6i.” Kusanagi cho Ayane bi€t cha't doc
dwoc tim thdy trong &m nwdce cua gia dinh Mashiba va khong xdc nhén
dwoee ai khac ngoai Wayakama Hiromi ghé d€n nha Mashiba vao ngay xay
ra vu an.”

“Tw &m nwéce Ay... That vay a?”

“Cling chwa phai la ching c ¢6 tinh tuyét ddi. Nhwng ngwoi ¢6 kha
ning ha doc chi c6 th€ 12 c6 Wayakama nén bit budc phai nghi ngor co 4y.”

“Nhung...” Ayane dirng lai nhw khong the tiép tuc.

“T6i dang voi nén danh xin phép.” Kusanagi git dau, roi khdi can

phong.

Ngay sau khi ho dwa Wakayama Hiromi vé dén try s& cong an thanh phd’,
Mamiya khan treong ti€n hanh tham van & phong 18y cung. Théng thwong
viéc tham van dwoc thye hién tai Meguro noi thanh 14p to diéu tra nhung

[an nay Mamiya yéu cau ti€n hanh & cong an thanh phd. C6 1€ dng dodn



nhiéu kha nang Wakayama Hiromi s€ tw thui. N&u cd ta ty thd, ho sé xin
1énh bit roi méi dua vé try s& cong an Meguro. Nhu vdy c6 thé tao an
trong v&i gidi truyén thong bang hinh anh bt git roi din gidi tdi pham.

Kusanagi vira ng'6i vao ghé ctia minh v&i két qua diéu tra trén tay thi
Utsumi Kaoru quay vé. Cau dau tién c6 ndéi 1a loi kheamg dinh Wakayama
Hiromi khong phai thu pham.

Kusanagi chan nan khi nghe céan ctr ctia ¢6. Khoéng phai vi d6 1a 1y 1€ vo
gia tri. Nguwoc lai. Néu Wakayama Hiromi 1a thd pham thi ¢c6 d€ mac &m
nwdc nhw vay sau khi phat hién thi th€ hay khong? Mot gia thuyét cé sirc
thuy€t phuc.

“Vay thi, ngoai c6 ta, ké nao da ha ddc? Toi ndi ludn, khong the 1a
Mashiba Ayane.”

“Ké nao thi khong rd. Chi ¢6 th€ néi d6 1a ngwoi da vao nha Mashiba
sau khi Wakayama Hiromi roi khoi d6 vao sang Chu nhat.”

Kusanagi 14c du.

“Khong c6 ai nhw vy ca. Hom d6, Mashiba Yoshitaka & mdt minh sudt
ca ngay.”

“Ciing c6 th€ ching ta chi chwa tim ra thoi. Du sao thi viéc diéu tra
Wakayama Hiromi la vd nghia. Khong nhtrng v6 nghia ma lam khong khéo
con thanh ra vi pham nhan quyén.”

Théi d6 cua c6 manh mé hon hin ngay thwong lam Kusanagi thodng nao
ning. Pung lic 'y, dién thoai di ddng trong tii 4o ctia anh d6 chudng.

Khong hi€u sao anh lai thd'y minh vira dwoe cru thua, Kusanagi nhin
xudng dién thoai va bat ngo. Nguoi goi 1a Mashiba Ayane.

“Xin 10i vi goi dén khi anh dang lam viéc. Nhung t6i ¢6 chuyén nhat



dinh mudn noéi nén...”

“Chuyén gi vdy?” Kusanagi nim chit chiéc dién thoai.

“Veé viéc chat doc dwge tim thdy trong Am dun nwdec, tdi nghi khong
nha't thi€t phai la ai d6 da bd ddc vao chi€c am.”

Kusanagi bdi 181, chdc chin cudc goi nhim xin cho Wakayama Hiromi
so'm dworc tha ve.

“Visao?”

“Piéu nay c6 I€ t6i nén ndi sdm hon md&i phai. Chong toi 1a ngwoi vo
cung quan tdm dén stirc khoe, rat hi€m khi anh &y uéng nwdc mdy truc
ti€p. Khi ndu nwong ludn st dung nwdc tw thi€t bi loc. Udng truc ti€p chi
c6 nwdc dong chai thoi. Khi pha ca phé, anh &y ciing bdo t6i st dung nwdc
dong chai. Vi th€ khi ty pha ca phé, t6i tin anh 8y cling lam nhw vay.”

Anh hiéu ra diéu ¢6 mudn noi.

“Y ¢ 1a chat doc dwoc bd vao nude déng chai a2”

Duwong nhue nghe dwoc ti€ng Kusanagi, Utsumi Kaoru dang ng'6i bén
canh red'n mot bén 16ng may.

“T6i nghi ¢6 the xét toi kha nang dy. Vi vay, that la néu chi nghi ngo
mot minh Hiromi. B&i vi néu chat ddoc dwoe hoa vao nwde dong chai thi
ngwoi khac ciing ¢6 co hoi lam diéu d6.”

“C6 vé ding nhung...”

“Vi du nhw...” Mashiba Ayane ti€p tuc. “Ngay ca t6i cling c6 kha nang

thuc hién.”
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Thoi di€ém Kaoru dwa Wakayama Hiromi roi try s& cong an vé nha riéng
bang 6 t6 1a hon 8 gior t&i mot chiit. Hiromi dd & phong tham van khoang
hai ti€ng d6ng h6. V&i ngwei chiu trach nhiém tham van la Mamiya thi
thdi gian nhw vy rd rang qua ngdn so v&i du kién.

Ly do két thiic sdm hién nhién la anh hwdng 1on tir cudc dién thoai cia
Mashiba Ayane. Theo loi cd, chdng ¢c6 Mashiba Yoshitaka yéu cau nhét
dinh phéi ding nwdc déng chai khi pha ca phé. Néu cau chuyén dé la that
thi ngwoi ¢6 khd nang chuan bi chd't doc khong chi ¢c6 minh Wakayama
Hiromi. Chi ¢An pha s&n vao nudc trede dé 1a duorc.

Tred'c mot Hiromi vira khéc vira khang khang phtt nhan minh khong
pham t6i, Mamiya dwong nhw cling khong nghi ra cach don ép nao hiéu
qua nén danh mién cuong d6ng y khi Kaoru dé nghj treé'c mit hom nay cir
de Hiromi ra vé.

Ngoi bén ghé& phu, Hiromi im lim. Kaoru dé dang hinh dung dwoc tinh

than cd gai dang v cung réu ra. Bi canh sat hinh sy chd't van véi vé uy



hiép, ngay ca dan 6ng ciing c6 khi 161 loan b&i ndi sor hai va tiee gidn do bi
don ép. C6 1€ c6 can thém chit thoi gian d€ 6n dinh cdm xdc dang dang
trao d&n mtc bat khéc. Khong, dit c¢é binh tinh tré lgi thi chdc cé 4y ciing
khong chii dong bdt chuyén trwée, Kaoru nghi. Pa biét 1a dang bi nghi ngo
minh thi chéc chén s& khdng c6 thién cdm ngay ca v&i nir cong an dwa minh
veE nha.

Ba't ngo Hiromi 187y dién thoai di dong ra. Hinh nhw ¢6 cudc goi dén.

Vang, co khé dap.

“... Két thic dwoc mot ldc roi a. Bay gio em dang trén dwong vé bing
0 t6... Khong, chi cong an dwa em vé... Khong, khong phai cong an
Meguro, em V& tit cong an thanh phd’, chic mat mot lic nira... Vang, em
cam on ¢d.” Hiromi ngit may.

Kaoru diéu chinh hoi thé roi cat loi.

“Co0 Mashiba Ayane goi a?”

Nguwoi Hiromi nhw cieng do’ 1ai khi duoc hoi.

“bung the’, viec do c6 sao khong?”

“Lic nay Kusanagi cling nhan dwoc dién thoai ctia ¢6 ay. C6 vé rat lo
lang cho ¢b.”

“Vay a.”

“Hai ngwoi da néi chuyén vé viéc cia cd véi Mashiba Yoshitaka r'oi
phai khong?”

“Sao cd bi€t chuyén d6?”

“Kusanagi nghe Ayane k€& lai. Lic cd bi dwa dén tru s cong an.”

Kaoru liéc nhanh sang vi thdy Hiromi im ling. Anh mit c¢6 hwéng

xudng ddy u budn. C6 1€ vi d6 khdng phai 1a chuyén vui vé gi khi bi ngwoi



khéac biét.

“N6i the¢” nay tuy hoi tha't thd” nhung c6 mot diu t6i thay rat ky la.
Thwong thi, mu thudn 12 dwong nhién, nhung hai ngwoi c6 vé khong dnh
hwdéng gi, van than thiét nhw tredc.”

“Viéc do... tdi nghi la vi anh Mashiba da qua dosi.”

“K& ca nhw vay, d6 vin 1a cdm xuc ty nhién ma.”

“C0 no6i ding,” Hiromi néi sau mot thoang im ldng. Co thira nhan chinh
minh ciing khdng the€ giai thich dwg'c mdi quan hé nhay cam hién tai.

“Tdi ¢6 hai, ba di€éu mudn hoéi, khdng biet c6 dworc khong?”

Co6 th€ nghe 16 ti€ng thé dai cia Hiromi.

“Van con chuyén gi nra?” Co ddp véi giong chan chwong.

“Xin 101, t0i biét c6 dang mét. Chi 1a cAu hdi don gian thoi. Khong lam
cd bi ton thwong dau.”

“Co n6i di?”

“Sang hom Chu nhat, cd da uéng ca phé cung anh Mashiba. Ca phé lic
do la co pha.”

“Lai 12 chuyén &y 4?” Hiromi lai nhu sip khéc. “T6i khong 1am gi ca.
To6i khong bi€t gi vé cha't doe.”

“Khong phai nhw vay, tdi hdi vEé cach pha ca phé co. Lic d6 ¢6 18y nuwoc
& dau?”

“Nwde a?”

“Y t6i 13, cd 18y nwdc déng chai hay nwéc mdy?” Hiromi néi bing mot
giong dwong nhuw kiét strc.

“Khi do, téi 18y nwdc may.”

“Chac chan cht?”



“Vang. C6 van dé gi a?”

“Tai sao cd lai dung nwdc may?”

“Tai sao a? Chging c6 1y do gi dic biét ca. Pun nwd'c Am thi s6i nhanh
hon ma.”

“Khi d6, anh Mashiba cé & canh ¢6 khong?”

“C6. T6i da ndi nhiéu Ian r'o6i ma. Téi chi cho anh &y cach pha ca phé.”
Giong néi nghen ngao da pha 1an byc boi.

“C6 hay nh& cho k¥ vao. Khong phéi lic pha ca phé. Khi ¢6 18y nwdc
mady cho vao Am dun, anh Mashiba c6 thyc sy dieng d6 khong?”

Hiromi im ling. Mamiya da chat vdn c6 dd thir nhuwng chic chin chua
c6 cau hdi nao nhw thé nay.

“Ping roéi...” C6 néi nhw thi tham. “Pidng l1a nhw th€”. Lic dun nwdc thi
anh &y chwa xudt hién. T6i dun xong anh &y md&i vao b&p va bao t6i hay
1am miu cho xem.”

“Khong nhAm 14n gi chr?”

“Véng, gio thi tdi nhé ra r'6i.”

Kaoru cho xe dd vao Ié dwong. CO bat dén bdo nguy hi€m roi quay
ngwoi sang ghé phu, nhin thealng vao mét Hiromi.

“Sao vay?” Hiromi e de thu minh lai.

“Truwdre cd ¢ ndi, cach pha ca phé 1a hoc tir Ayane?”

“Vang,” Hiromi git dau.

“Mashiba Ayane da néi voi Kusanagi thé” nay. Anh Mashiba Yoshitaka
hét strc ban tdim dén sirc khde nén khong udng nwd'c mdy. Anh &y yéu ciu
phai ding nwdc da qua mdy loc d€ nd'u an va lic pha ca phé thi dung nwdc

dong chai. C6 c6 bi€t viéc nay khong?”



Hiromi m& to mét ngac nhién, sau dé6 lién tuc chép mait.

“No6i méi nhé, toi tirng nghe ¢6 gido néi chuyén do6 r'oi. Nhung ¢6 cling
bao khong can qua ban tam.”

“The a?”

“Vi diung nwde dong chai thi tdn kém va cling mat thoi gian dun soi.
Nhwng n€u anh Mashiba c¢6 hdi thi ctr bao dung nwd'c dong chai.” Hiromi
ap tay lén ma. “T61 da quén khuly...”

“Ttrc 12 Ayane thyce ra van ding nwdc mdy nhi?”

“bung vay. Vi thé' nén sdang hom do, khi pha ca phé cho anh Mashiba, t61
khong bin khoin gi hét.” Hiromi n6i, vin nhin vio mit Kaoru.

“T6i hi€u roi. Cam on cd nhé.” Co tit dén bdo khah cAp va nha phanh
tay.

“Thé"... chuyén d6 la th& nao vay? Viéc t6i duing nwd'c may c¢6 van dé gi
ar’

“Ciing khong phai van dé gi. Co bi€t ddy, cong an dang nghi la anh
Mashiba Yoshitaka bi ha ddc. Vi thé phai xac nhan chi ti€t vé ta't cd nhung
thtr anh &y dwa vao miéng.”

“Vay a... Co6 Utsumi, xin hay tin t6i. T6i that sy khong lam gi ca.”

Hiromi nudt nwdc bot, mat van nhin thaalng. Kaoru suyt thi budt miéng
noéi: Toi tin. D6 1a diéu caAm ki dd1 v&i canh sat hinh su.

“Cong an khong nghi ngo' mdt minh ¢6. C6 the néi ching t6i nghi ngo
ta't cA moi ngwoi trong thé” gidi nay. Mot nghé dang ghét.”

Nhén dwgce cau trd loi hoan toan khdong nhw mong doi, Hiromi lai im
bat.

Kaoru dd xe truedc toa chung cir nim canh ga Gakugei Daigaku. Hiromi



xudng xe, di bd vé phia cdng chinh. Pang nhin theo c6 thi Kaoru ddo mét
vé phia trueédc roi nhanh chéng tit dong co. Bén kia canh ctra kinh 1a
Mashiba Ayane.

Hiromi ciing hoi ba't ngo khi tha'y Ayane. Ayane lo ling nhin vé phia co
nhung vira nhan ra Kaoru dang chay dén, ddi méit 4y 4nh 1én vé tirc gian.
Vi th& Hiromi ciing quay lai, 16 vé hoang mang.

“Van con chuyén gi a?” Nguwoi hdi 1a Hiromi.

“T6i nhin thd’y chi Mashiba nén dé&n chao hdi thdi.” Kaoru néi. “Xin 16i
vi da git Hiromi lai qua mudn.” C6 cii dau.

“Nghi ngo’ vé Hiromi da sang td r'oi chi?”

“Co @y da cung cap cho chiung td61 nhi€u thong tin. Chi Mashiba cting
cho Kusanagi bi€t thong tin quy gid, cdm on chi.”

“Ne€u chuing c6 ich thi t6t réi. Nhung, nhirng viéc nhw thé nay xin hay
dung & day. Hiromi thyc sy v6 t0i. C6 chat van c¢6 Ay ciling chaalng co Y
nghia gi.”

“C6 y nghia hay khong hay d€ phia ching td6i danh gid. Du sao ciling
mong dwoc hai nguwoi ti€p tuc hop tac.”

“Toi s€ hop tdc. Nhung hay thoi viec d&€n din Hiromi di nhw vay di.”

Kaoru ngac nhién nhin Ayane khi nhan thdy ngt diéu cta co gay git
khédc hén v&i an twong t trude dén gio.

Ayane quay v€ phia Hiromi.

“Hiromi nay, em khong néi that 1a khong dwoe dau. C im lang thi
khong ai c6 thé bao vé em dwoe. Em hidu ¢6 dang néi gi ma? O canh cong
an lién tuc nhiéu gio d6ng h'd sé anh hwdng t&i stirc khoe day.”

Hiromi chot sirng lai tred'c nhirng 101 8y. Nhw the€ ¢6 bi néi tring diéu gi



do6 dang che day. Mot suy nghi 16e 1€n trong dau Kaoru.

“C6 1& ndo, cd...” Kaoru chim chdm nhin Hiromi.

“Bay gio, & ddy, em hay ndi ra di. Vira hay ddy la nir cdng an va chuyén
cO cling 10 roi.” Ayane noi.

“C0 gido... Anh Mashiba néi voi cd a?”

“Khong. Nhwng c6 biet. C6 cling 1a phu nir ma.”

Kaoru da rd ho dang néi vé chuyén gi. Chi con viéc xac nhan thoi.

“Co6 Wakayama, c6 dang mang thai a?”” Cd hoi theamg thung.

Hiromi hoi ngdp ngirng nhung khé gat dau. “Pworc hai thang roi.”

Qua khée mét, Kaoru nhan ra Ayane khé gidt minh. Vi viy c6 thé xdc
nhin chi ta chwa nghe tin nay tor Mashiba Yoshitaka. Chinh chj ta néi da
nhén ra nho trye giac cda phu ntt. Nhung khi tryee gidac 8y dwgrc Hiromi xac
nhén, di néi 1a da biét nhwng qua that it nhiéu van bj soc.

Tuy vAy, ngay khoanh khic ti&p theo, Ayane di lai nhin Kaoru v&i vé
mat binh tinh.

“C0 da hai long réi chr? Day la giai doan Hiromi phai hét strc gitr gin.
Co6 ciing la phu n* nén s€ hi€u ding khong? Viéc cong an tham van sudt
ma’y ti€ng la vo gia tri.”

Kaoru chi con cach git dau. Thyc t€ 1a ¢6 rat nhiéu di€u muc phai chd y
veé viéc thdm van phu nir dang mang thai.

“T6i s& bdo 1&n cap trén. To6i nghi tir gid ho s& cin nhic cin than.”

“Xin nho’ ca vao ¢0.” Ayane nhin Hiromi. “Vay la t6t roi. Cr che gidu
thi khong the€’ di bénh vién dwoc dau.”

Hiromi nhin Ayane nhw sip khéc, mdi map mdy. Kaoru khong nghe rd

ti€ng nhung co vé ¢d néi Xin 16i.



“Con mdt diéu mong c¢d nhin giim.” Ayane ti€p tuc. “Cha clia dira con
trong bung c6 &y 1a Mashiba Yoshitaka. T6i nghi chinh vi th& anh &y md&i
quy&t tAm chia tay v&i toi d€ chon co Ay. Co Ay chic chin s& khong giét
anh 'y, cha ctia dira bé, ding khong nao?”

Kaoru dong y tuy van gitt im ling. Vdy cd hiéu chuyén dé thé nao?
Ayane vira lic dau vira néi.

“T6i that khong the hi€u dwoe cong an dang nghi gi. C6 &y hoan toan

khong c6 dong cor. Nguwoi ¢6 dong cor 1a toi mdi ding.”

Kusanagi va Mamiya van & tru s& khi Kaoru quay lai. Ho dang udng ca phé
mua tor mdy ban hang ty dong. Ca hai trong déu chan nan.

“Wakayama Hiromi néi sao vé vu nuwdc noi?” Vwa trong thdy Kaoru,
Kusanagi hdi ngay. “Lic pha ca phé cho Mashiba Yoshitaka &y. C6 da hoi
dung khong?”

“T6i hoi r'oi. Co &y dung nwdc may.”

Kaoru k€ cho hai ngwoi ho nghe vé nhirng thdng tin ¢6 ¢6 dworc.

Mamiya xoay c0.

“Vi thé& nén ldc d6 ho udng ca phé ma khong cé gi ba't thwong xdy ra a.
K€ cd chat doc c6 bi bd vao chai nwdce tw trwede, tat ca déu logic.”

“Ciing chwra chic Wakayama Hiromi da néi that.” Kusanagi néi.

“Pung th&, nhung mdt khi khong ¢6 gi mau thuén thi khong c6 cén ci
d€ truy ctru. Chi con cach cho chit ntra bén giam dinh dwa ra cau tra 1o rd
rang hon thoi.”

“Pa hdi bén d6 vé chuyén Am nwdc roi a?” Kaoru hdi. Kusanagi cidm



187y tap tai liéu dang d€ trén mat ban. “Theo d6i kham nghiém hién treong,
trong ti lanh nha Mashiba chi cé mdt chai nwdc da dwgec mé nap. Tat
nhién la ki€m tra bén trong r'6i. Cau tra loi 1a khong phat hién thach tin.”

“Vay a. Nhwng vwa roi doi tredng ¢6 néi l1a gidm dinh vién chwa dwa ra
ciu tra loi 16 rang.”

“Moi chuyén khong don gian nhw vdy.” Mamiya bam moi.

“No6i vay 1a?”

“Chai nwdc trong ta lanh ¢6 dung tich mot lit.” Kusanagi vira nhin tap
tai liéu vwra néi. “Va, lvgng nwdc con lai vao khoang 900 ml. C6 hi€u chir?
Qua it d€ pha mot cdc ca phé. Hon ntra lwong bdt ca phé da st dung trong
phéu chic chin phai trong dwong hai cdc.”

Kaoru da hi€u nhirng gi Kusanagi dang néi.

“Nghia 1a tredc d6 ¢6 mot chai nwde khac ding khong? Vi da dung hét
chai d6 nén m&i mé ti€p chai nay. Va d6 1a phian con lai trong td lanh.”

“Chinh xac.” Kusanagi gat dau.

“Vay la cha't ddc ¢6 1€ dwoc bd vao chai d6.”

“Thi pham bét budc phai 1am nhw vay.” Mamiya néi. “M& ta lanh v&i
muc dich bd cha't ddc vao. Trong ti ¢ hai chai nwdc. Mot trong hai van
con méi. N&u bd vao chai dé thi bit budc phai mé nép. Lam nhu vay e rang
nan nhan s& d€y. Vi th&’ mé&i bd vao chai dd mé sin nip.”

“Néu vay, ki€m tra chai nwde rong 1a dwgrc ma?”

“Pwong nhién roi.” Kusanagi vung vay tap tai li€u. “Gidm dinh vién
cling ki€m tra qua r'oi. Ki€m tra r'6i.”

“Cévandeé gia?”

“Cau tra loi ddy. Da tién hanh ki€m tra tt cd cdc chai rdng tim dwoc



trong nha Mashiba nhwng khong phat hi€n thach tin. Tuy nhién, cting khong
dam bao la thd pham khong st dung ching.”

“Sao co? Nhu thé'...”

“Tém lai, chwa bi€t gi hét.” Mamiya néi xen vao. “C6 vé phan con sét
lai trong céc chai nwdc ho thu thiap dwoe 1a qua it. Cling ding thoi. Ching
vOn 1a chai rdng ma. N&u chuyén qua phong nghién ctru phdp y thi c6 the
cho két qua phan tich chi ti€t hon nén gio’ ching ta cho két qua &y.”

Kaoru da hi€u tinh hinh. Ciing hi€u vi sao ho lai td ra chan nan.

“T6i nghi, gid st ¢6 tim dwgc trong chai nwdce thi tinh hinh cling khong
ma’y thay d6i dau.” Kusanagi d€ tip tai liéu vé chd cii va nai.

“Anh nghi thé”a? T6i thi cho 1a pham vi ké tinh nghi s€ md& rong.”

Thay Kaoru phan bac, Kusanagi nhin ¢6 v&i vé xem thwong.

“C6 khong nghe ddi tredng noéi gi a. N&u tha pham bo ddc vao chai
nude thi s& cho vao chai d@ mé sin. Nan nhan khong udng chd nudc Ay
cho dén lic pha ca phé dau. Tém lai la thoi gian khong qua dai tw lic pha
chat doc cho dén khi nan nhan t& vong.”

“T6i khong nghi nan nhan khoéng udng nwdc d0ng nghia voi viée
khodng thoi gian d6 khong dai. B&i vi, k& ca khat nwde thi van c6 thé€ dung
nhi€u loai d6 u6ng khac.”

Hé'c mili Kusanagi hoi phong 1én ra chiéu dic thing.

“C6 vé c6 da quén, Mashiba khong chi pha ca phé vao t&i Chu nhéat. T61
thr Bdy anh ta cling da ty pha. Wakayama Hiromi k€ nhw th&” ding khong
nao? Khi d6 ca phé qua ding nén sang hdm sau cd ta mdi thi pham trude
mat Mashiba. Cé nghia 1a vao t6i thi Bay thi chat ddc chwa dwoe bd vao

chai nuoc.”



“Ciing khong chéc chin 12 Mashiba da diing nwdc déng chai ltic pha ca
phé vao tdi th Bay.”

Kaoru vira dirt 1oi, Kusanagi ngira ngwoi ra phia sau, gio’ rong hai tay.

“Co thich di nguoe diéu kién ti€n quy€t a. Phu nhan da né6i 1a Mashiba
nhd't dinh st dung nwdc déng chai khi tw minh pha ca phé, vi vy ching ta
m@i tranh ludn thé nay co ma?”

“T6i nghi cr bam vao chir ‘nhat dinh’ thi nguy hi€m day.” Kaoru ti€p
tuc néi bang giong binh thin. “Khdng th& biét ban thin Mashiba thyc hién
triét d€’ dén dau. Co6 th€ chi & mirc mot théi quen. Ngay cd phu nhan ciing
khong trung thyc 1am theo yéu cau ctia Mashiba. Déc biét, Mashiba ra't l1au
roi méi ty pha ca phé. Cé lor dénh ding nwdc mdy thi ciing khong ¢ gi la.
Nuéc mdy & nha d6 c6 gin ludn thiét bi loc nudc nén ciing cé the anh ta da
dung nwoc do.”

Kusanagi tic lwoi thanh ti€ng.

“C6 dwng khang khang 1y gidi moi thir cho khédp v&i suy nghi cia minh
nwra di.”

“T6i dang néi 1én phan dodn dwa vao sy that khach quan.” C6 roi dnh
mét ttr dan anh sang cip trén. “Lic no, ai 12 ngudi cudi cling udng nhitng
chai nwde ¢ trong nha Mashiba, ching nao di€éu d6 chwa sang td thi t6i
nghi chwa th€ xac dinh thoi di€m bo thuéc doc.”

Mamiya vira tdm tim cudi vira Xoa cam.

“Vi€c tranh luin quan trong that da'y. Ban dau to1 cliing c¢6 cung y ki€n
voi Kusanagi nhung trong khi nghe hai ngwoi tranh luén thi tdi da nghiéng
veé phia c6 trién vong.”

“Poi tredng!” Kusanagi to ra kha ton thwong.



“Tuy nhién,” Mamiya 18y lai vé nghiém nghi va nhin Kaoru. “V€ thoi
di€m bo thudc ddc, c¢6 the€ xac dinh mdt cach twong d6i. Co c6 biét viéc gi
dién ra & gia dinh Mashiba vao t61 thir S4u khong?”

“T6i biét. La tiéc tai nha.” Kaoru dap. “T6i doan lic d6 cé 1€ vai nguoi
da uéng nuwdce trong chai.”

“C6 nghia 1a, n€u bd thudc doc thi phéi cho sau d6.” Mamiya gio’ ngén
tay tro 1én.

“T6i dong y. Nhung c6 the tha'y vor ch'ong Ikai khong ¢6 co hdi d€ tron
thudc doc. Chic ho khong ¢ kha ning d& vao b&ép ma khong bi ai d€'y.”

“Vay thi chi con hai nguoi dang ngo.”

“Khoan da.” Kusanagi v0i xen ngang. “Wakayama Hiromi thi da danh
nhwng nghi ngo’ phu nhan Mashiba thi khong on. Thong tin nan nhan st
dung nwdc déng chai khi pha ca phé 1a do c6 &y cung cap. Tai sao thi
pham lai ¢& tinh lam chuyén khi€n minh bi nghi ngo*?”

“Hay la vi s&m mudn gi cling bi bai 16?” Kaoru néi. “Gia st c6 ta dw
dodn chi't doc dwore tim thdy trong cdc chai rdng chi 1a van dé thoi gian va
t minh ndi ra thi dé tranh dworc viéc bi nghi ngo'... Hoan toan cé thé toan
tinh theo hwong d6.”

Kusanagi biu mdi vé chdn chwong.

“Ct n6i chuyén v&i co 1a dau 6c toi phat dién. Nhu the bing moi cich
cd mudn phu nhan la hung tha ay.”
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“Pau co, cyc ky hop 1y da’y.” Mamiya néi. “To6i thay d6 1a y ki€n tinh
tdo. Nhitng di€m nhw khong xt& 1y chd cha't doc con s6t trong 4m nwdce
chealng han, tor d6 ma coi Wakayama Hiromi 1a thdi pham thi nhiéu di€u mau

thudn. Con vé mit dong co' ma néi thi dang nghi nhat ding 12 Mashiba



Ayane.”

Nhirng, Kusanagi dang dinh phan d6i thi Kaoru Ién ti€ng trwedec, “ndi vEé
dong co thi... Khi ndy td1 vO tinh nghe dworc tinh ti€t lam tang thém dong
co’ cua phu nhan.”

“Tw ai?” Mamiya hoi.

“Wakayama Hiromi.”

Kaoru bét dau gidi thich vé nhitng thay doi dang dién ra trong co thé

Hiromi cho hai nguoi dan 6ng khong thé nao twdng twong dén chuyén do.



12

Ikai Tatsuhiko dirng do, tay trai nim chit chiéc dién thoai di dong. Du cudc
goi con dang dang dé&, tay kia anh vin ¢Am 14y dAu nghe clia mdy dién
thoai ¢4 dinh. Anh dang néi chuyén v&i ngeoi & ddu bén kia mdy ¢6” dinh.

“Cho nén chiing t6i m&i mong phia 6ng x& 1y gitp theo cach &y. Diéu 2
trong hop dong chic chin ghi rd nhw vdy... Vang, tA't nhién 13 chiing toi s&
c& ging hét strc vé diém d6... Toi hi€u roi. Mong 6ng gidp cho.” Dit mdy
xudng, anh ti€p tuc 4p di€én thoai di dong vao tai. “Chwa xong dau. Viéc khi
nay tdi da dé cip voi doi tac roi... Puoc, vy nho ciu lam nhw ta trao doi
hom trude... Pwoec, toi hi€u.”

N6i chuyén xong, Ikai khong ngdi xudng ma ding ghi chép gi d6 trén
ban. P6 1a ban cua gidm dd'c. Chi€c ban ma tred'c d6 khong 1au Mashiba
Yoshitaka van dung.

Ikai bd mau gid’y nh& vao tdi 4o r'6i ngang 1én nhin vé phia Kusanagi.

“Xin 16i da d€ anh cho.”

“Anh c6 vé ban qud nhi.”



“Toan nhirng viéc vun vit thdi. Giam doc dot ngdt qua doi nén nguoi
dirng dau céc bd phan phai don ddo nguwoc xudi. Tt trede toi da lo 1dng vé
ki€u cong ty mdt ngwoi di€u hanh cia Mashiba, n€u anh &y cho cai thién
so'm hon thi t6t r'oi.” Ikai vira than thd vira ng'di xuéng phia dodi dién voi
Kusanagi.

“Hién tai anh Ikai 1a giam d6c dai dién a?”

Khong cé gi to tdt ddu, Ikai xua tay triedc mat.

“T6i khong phdi miu ngwdi kinh doanh. Mdi ngwdi hop v&i nhitng cdi
khac nhau. Tdi thich ding & phia sau hon. Sm mudn toi cling s€ giao lai
cho ai do thoi. Vi vay...” Ikai ti€p tuc nhin Kusanagi. “N€u suy luan t01
giét Mashiba nhim chi€m doat cong ty 12 khong c6 co’ s& dau.”

Thay Kusanagi mé to mét ngac nhién, anh cudi khd sé-.

“Xin 16i. Toi chi dua thoi. P vdy con duia hoi 4c y. Ban mit ma cong
viéc ban ron dé€n do khong c6 thoi gian d€ thye sy cam nhan dwoe diéu do,
chinh t6i cling tha'y kha 1a buc boi.”

“Vay ma toi con 14y ma't thoi gian chia anh, that 1ong xin 16i.”

“Khong, toi cling quan tdm dén ti€n dd diéu tra ma. Tinh hinh ti€n tri€n
dén dau roi?”

“C6 nhung di€éu dang dan sang td. Vi du nhw cich chat doc dwoce cho
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Va0.

“T6i tO mo day.”

“Anh Mashiba rd't quan tim dén sic khde va khong uéng nwdc may.
Anh bi€t chuyén d6 khong?”

Ikai nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“Y thirc vé sirc khde c6 d€n mirc &y khong nhi? Téi thi nhw viy daYy,



nhiéu nam r'oi t6i khong udng nwdc 1a.”

Kusanagi thi'y chan trwdc cau trd 1o nhe bang. C6 vé d6 1a diéu dwong
nhién d&i voi nhirng nguwoi giau co.

“Th& a?”

“Khong biét tir lic nao lai nhw vay, tdi cling thd'y la dd’y. Khong phai vi
toi thd'y nwdc may té gi ca. Co th€ do bi nha san xuét tic ddng ching? Ma
ndi chung la théi quen théi.” Tkai ngang mat 1€n nhw th€ nhan ra di€u gi.
“Chat doc dworc bd vao nwoc a?”

“Chuwa th€ xac nhan nhung c6 kha nang dé. Bura ti€c & nha hom dé cé
udng nwde khoang khéng?”

“T4t nhién la c6. Nhiéu &y chir. Hrm. Nwdce a...”

“Cé thong tin néi rang anh Mashiba diing nwéc déng chai ngay ca khi
pha ca phé. Anh c6 bi€t diéu nay khong?”

“Chuyén do t6i cling tirng nghe.” Ikai vira néi vira gat dau. “Ra vay, thé
la chat d§c duore tim tha'y trong ca phé a?”

“Van dé la tha pham bd doc vao lic nao. Vi the¢” tdi muén hdi anh, anh
c6 nghi dé€n nhan vat nao c¢6 th€ bi mit t&i nha Mashiba vao ngay nghi
khong?”

Tkai nhin Kusanagi bang 4nh mét sic bén. V& miit cho thay anh nhén ra
sdc thdi 4n trong cAu hdi.

“M0ot cach bi mat a?”

“Ping vdy. Cho dén gio’ vin chwa xdc nhan dwoc ngwoi dén thim.
Nhuwng ¢6 khd ndng c¢6 nguwoi d€n d6 ma khong bi ai d€ y. Néu anh
Mashiba pho1 hop.”

“Tém lai 12, dwa nguwdi phu nit khic vao nha trong khi vor di vang a?”



“Bao gom ca kha nang 8y.”

Pang ngdi bit tréo chan, Ikai ha chan xudng, ngwdi hoi d& vé phia
truede.

“C6 thé thing thén cho t0i biét dwoc khong? Chéc han d6 1a bi mat trong
qud trinh diéu tra nhwng téi cling khong phdi tay mo dau. Toéi sé khong
khinh suad't d€’ 16 ra ngoai. Ngwoc lai toi ciing sé thanh that khong che gidu
diéu gi.”

Thay Kusanagi im ldng chwa hi€u y, Ikai lai ngd ngwoi vao s6-pha.

“Cong an dang xac nhan viéc Mashiba c6 tinh nhan phai khong?”

Kusanagi b6i rdi. Anh khong ngo Ikai lai 1a ngwoi dwa d€ tai nay ra
truede.

“Anh bi€t d€n dau ro61?” Anh théan trong tham do.

“Khoang hon mdt thang tredc Mashiba da chia sé v&i t6i mot viéc. Pai
y rang cdu &y dang suy nghi vé viéc thay d6i ddi tdc hon nhan. Kiu gi thi
ciing thd'y cdu 4y duong nhu di cé ngwdi phu nit khic roi.” Anh mét Ikai
sic bén. “Chic chin khong c6 chuyén cong an khong diéu tra ra. Chinh vi
da diéu tra nén anh m&i d&n chd t6i. Khong sai chir?”

Kusanagi gai gai phia trén 16ng may. Mot nu cwoi khd s& hién ra trén
khuén mat anh.

“Ping nhw nhirng gi anh néi. Mashiba da c¢6 mot nguwoi phu nir dic
biét.”

“T6i s€ khong hdi ngwoi d6 1a ai. Tuy ¢6 th€ doan dwoc.”

“Y anh 12 bing tryc gidc?”

“Phép loai tree. Mashiba s€ khong dong dén cac ¢6 ti€p vién. Nhirng phu

nwr dinh dang d€n cong ty hodc cong viéc cling vay. Nhw thé” thi quanh anh



&y chi con lai mot nguwoi thodi.” Tkai the dai khi néi dén day. “Nhung ma,
ding la nhw vdy a? Chuyén nay khong thé cho v tdi bi€t dwoe.”

“Cudi tuan ngwoi phu niv &y dd d&€n nha Mashiba. Ching t6i biét dwoc
tw 101 khai cfia chinh ¢6 ta. Biéu ching t6i mu6n tim hi€u 1a ngoai nguoi
phu nwr nay thi li€u con d6i twong nao khiac c6 mdi quan hé twong ty hay
khong?”

“Pua nhirng hai c6 tinh nhan d&n nha trong khi vor di ving? Thé thi can
dam qua.” Nguwoi Ikai dung dwa. “Nhuwng khong th€ ¢ chuyén dé dworc.
Mashiba tuy hay thay doi song s€ khong hiit hai di€u thuéc mot Iic dau.”

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Ttc la, du lién tyuc thay d6i d6i twong nhung ciu &y khong quan hé voi
hai ngwoi mét ldc. C6 khi nao tir ldc ¢6 tinh nhén, cdu ta khong cing véi
vo nira? Chuyén chdn gdi &y. Vi céu ta ¢6 ndi, chuyén tinh duc chi vi ham
mudn thi d€ thém vai tudi da.”

“Twc 1a chi vi muc dich ¢6 con a?”

“Theo nghia nao dé thi ¢6 the' ndi ding l1a nhw vay.” Ikai nhéch moi.

Kusanagi nho dén viéc Wakayama Hiromi dang mang thai.

“Nghe anh noi, t6i thdy nhw th€ chuyén 18y v truedc tién ciing chi d€
sinh con thoi vay.”

Kusanagi né6i dut 1o, Ikai 1ién nga hin ra phia sau, van dya leng vao
gh€’.

“Khong phai muyc dich trwede tién ma la muc dich duy nhat. Tw khi con
doc thin, ciu 4y van theong néi mudn c6 con thit sé'm. Vi thé cling ra't nd
lwc d€ tim ki€'m d67 tac. C4u &y qua lai voi nhiéu phu ni, ¢6 1€ cling bi d6n

dai la ké triang hoa nhwng thyc t€ 1a than trong tim ki€m mdt ngwoi phu nie



pht hop. Mét ngwoi hop d€ 1am me nhirng dira con ciia minh.”

“Vay ¢6 phu hgp d€ lam vor minh hay khong thi khdng quan trong a?”

Ikai nhun vai.

“Mashiba khong mudn cé vo. Khi ndy, toi ¢6 k&€ vé chuyén ciu aYy tiét
16 dang tinh todn chuan bi thay doi doi tac, ldc do, cau &y ndi dai loai the
nay: T6i mudén mot ngwoi sinh con cho minh chwe khong cén qudn gia hay
do trang tri cao cap.”

Kusanagi bat gidc mé to mat.

“Phu nir ma nghe duoc cau nay s€ bi xic pham nang né€ da’y nhi. Néi 1a
quan gia thi phan nao con thong cam dwoc nhung d6 trang tri thi...”

“Chtr d6 ciu &y dung d€ ddp lai 1oi khen cua to6i cho nhirng nd lwc hét
minh ctia Ayane. O vai trd ngwdi vor thi ¢d &y hoan hdo. Bo tit ca cong viée
bén ngoai d€ chuyén tam cho gia dinh. Nhirng Iic Mashiba & nha, c6 &y chi
ng6i lam khau ghép vai trén ghé& s6-pha trong phong khdch va ludn sén
sang cham s6c cho chong. Nhwng ciu &y lai khong danh gia cao di€m nay.
C6 vé cu Ay cho rang mdt ngwdi phu nit khong sinh con dwgce thi ngdi
trén ghé&’ cling chi gid'ng nhw vat trang tri veong viu.”

“... cach an n6i that qua t€. Tai sao anh ta lai mudn ¢ con dén vay?”

“N6i sao nhi, t6i cling khong phai 1a khong mudn cé con nhung chéng
dén mrc nhw ciu &y. Thyc t€ thi khi ¢6 con r'oi toi m&i thdy né hét sirc
dang yéu.” Trén khu6én mat Ikai hién Ién nu cwoi hanh phic clia ngueoi méi
lam cha.

N6 nhanh chéng tdt di va anh tiép tuc. “C6 diéu, t6i dodn chic hin qud
trinh 1on 1€n ¢6 anh huedng dén cau ay.”

“Anh noéi ro hon di?”



“Chéic cdng an ciing tim hi€u va biét viéc Mashiba khong c¢é ho hang
hay gia dinh r6i ch?”

“Chung to1 cliing ¢6 nghe duwgrc nhw vay.” Ikai gat dau.

“Cha me Mashiba ly hon twr khi cdu &y con rd't nhd. Nhan nudi cdu ay la
ong bd’, mot ngwoi kha ham viéc, hau nhw khong ¢é mit & nha. Vi thé cau
dy dwoc 6ng ba ndi nudi nadng. Nhung roi 6ng ba ndi Mn lwot qua doi,
ngwoi cha cling dot t& vi xué't huy&€t mang nao khi cdu &y mdi khoang hai
muoi tudi. Do d6 cdu 4y sd'm tré thanh mdt ké cd doc gitra cude dovi. Nho
cé tai san chia 6ng ba va nguoi cha d€ lai nén cudc song khong khoé khan va
cé th€ ty tao dung sy nghiép nhung ciu &y khong c6 duyén véi céi goi la
tinh cam gia dinh.”

“Cho nén chuyén con cdi...”

“Phai chang ciu ta mudn c6 sy k&€t ndi mau mu? Toi nghi the. Bdi vi,
du ¢6 yéu thwong nhau d&n ma’y thi tinh nhin hay vo' van 1a ngreoi khong
cung dong mau.” Giong Ikai chung xudng. Cé th€ chinh anh ta ciing mang
suy nghi twong ty. Phdi chiang vi the¢’ ma nhirng gi anh ta néi lot vao tai
Kusanagi ra't c¢6 stec thuy€t phuc?

“T6i nhé hom trede anh k& ring anh ciing ¢6 mit liic Mashiba va Ayane
gdp nhau. O mot bia tiéc nao d6 phai khong?”

“Ping vay. VE danh nghia, d6 la tiéc giao lwu cia ngwoi trong gidi kinh
doanh nhung thyc ra l1a tiéc xem mat dwgce t6 chirc cho nhirtng nguoi ¢ dia
vi trong gidi tim ki€m doi twong pht hop voi minh. Toéi da cé vo roi
nhung Mashiba van ra di cing. K&t qua 1a ciu Ay két hon voi nguoi gip
mat trong bira tiéc &Yy, cudc doi qua la ky la. Ma cling ¢6 th€ 1a vwra ding
lic nwra.”

“Pung luc 1a sao?”



Kusanagi vira hdi da thd’y Ikai hoi nhan mat. Bi€u cam cho thdy anh da
10’ néi qud nhiéu.

“Céau 4y tng hen ho v&i mot ngwoi khac triedre khi gap Ayane. Ngay sau
khi ho chia tay thi c6 bia tiéc d6. Toi d6 ring m&i quan hé khong dwoc
nhw ¥ voi ¢d gai trede da khi€n tdm 1y Mashiba voi vang hon.” Tkai dat
ngon tay trd 1€n miéng. “Xin hay gitr kin diéu nay voi Ayane. Mashiba ciing
dan t61 khong dwoc hé rang.”

“Ly do ho chia tay 1a gi vay?”

Noi sao nhi, Ikai nghiéng dau.

“Khong xen vao nhirng chuyén do la ludt ba't thanh van gitra chiing t6i.
Nhwng t6i doan 1a do ho khong the€ ¢ con chang?”

“Du van chwa cwdi nhau?”

“T6i n6i may Tan roéi ddy. D61 voi cdu ta, d6 la diéu quan trong nhat.
Hon nhéan binh theong nhwe moi gia dinh ¢6 khi lai 1a 1y twdng dd1 voi cdu
ay.”

Vi thé’anh ta moi chon Wakayama Hiromi a?

Trong th& gidi ¢6 rd't nhiéu ki€u dan 6ng. Kusanagi nghi minh hi€u ro
diéu d6. Mac dau vay, anh khong the' 1y giai dwgc tdm ly ctia Mashiba
Yoshitaka. Gia st khong c6 con di chang ntra, nhwng né€u c6 the sdéng ca
doi bén nguwdi phu ni nhw Ayane, ching phai ciing 1a mot cudc doi hanh
phuc hay sao?

“C0 gai ma Mashiba hen ho tredc d6 1a ngeoi nhw thé nao?”

Ikai nghi ngoi ro1 dap.

“T6i khong 18 1dm. Chi dwgrc nghe Mashiba k& 12 c6 mot ngwdi nhwr vdy

thoi chir khong dwoe gidi thiéu voi ¢d dy. Anh &y 1a ngwoi thich git kin



moi viéc nén ¢ 1€ khong dinh cong khai cho dén khi k&t hon.”

“Viéc chia tay v&i ¢ gdi &y ¢6 suon sé khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a c6. Ching t6i chwa bao gior néi ky vé chuyén d6.” Dut 1o,
Ikai nhin Kusanagi nhw th€ nhan ra diéu gi. “Phai chang cac anh dang nghi
ngo cd gai d6 ¢ lién quan dén vu an?”

“Khong phai vy, téi chi muén tim hi€u ky hét mirc ¢6 the’ vé nan nhan
thoi.”

Ikai vira creoi kho' sé vira xua tay.

“Né&u anh nghi Mashiba c6 th€ moi ngwoi phu nir 2y d€n nha thi qua la
mot phan doan nhdm 14n dén ngd ngan. Cau Ay khong lam viéc nhw the
dau. Tuyét doi khong. Biéu nay toi c6 the khé’ing dinh.”

“Vi Yoshitaka khong phai 12 ki€u ngwdi bit cd hai tay... ding khong?”

“Pung vay.” Ikai gat dau.

“Hié€u r'éi. Toi sé lwu y.” Kusanagi nhin dong h'6 r'oi dieng ddy. “Cam on
anh da danh thoi gian du ra't ban ron.”

Anh vira quay V€ phia ctra ra vao thi Ikai da nhanh chan budc 1€n truedc
de’ m¢ cura.

“Lam phi€n anh qua...”

“Anh Kusanagi.” Tkai nhin anh bing 4nh mét than trong. “T6i khong
dinh gép y gi vé cach thirc diéu tra nhwng xin nho anh mot viéc.”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Mashiba khong c6 161 s6ng ki€u bac thanh nhan quan t. Néu di€u tra
chic s& phat hién rat nhiéu diéu. Tuy nhién, tdi khong nghi rdng vu 4n nay
c6 lién quan d&n qua khix ctia anh &y. Mong céc anh c§ ging ding dao x&i

hon mirc can thi€t. Vi cong ty bay gio’ dang trong giai doan hét sirc nhay
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cam.

C6 v¢€ anh ta lo s¢r hinh dnh cong ty bi sup do.

“Du ¢6 nim duwoc thong tin gi ching tdi ciing khong d€ 16 cho gidi
truyén thong, xin hay yén tdm.” Kusanagi néi roi budc khdi can phong.

Trong 1ong anh van con cdm gidc khong thodi mai. TA't nhién d6 1a cam
xuc d6i voi nhan vat Mashiba Yoshitaka. Tan ddy long anh thdy t&c gidn
voi 167 te duy chi coi phu nit nhw ¢6ng cu sinh n¢. Rat ¢6 thé trong nhirng
viéc khac anh ta cling s€ c6 nhan sinh quan méo moé twong tu. Chflng han
nhw, chi coi nhan vién la cong cu van hanh cdng ty con nguoi ti€u ding
chiing qua chi 12 do1 twong béc 10t.

C6 th& dé dang hinh dung c4ch nghi 4y cho dé&n gio da lam tdn thwong
ra't nhiéu nguwdi. N&u vay, gid st c6 mot, hai ngwdi thit hin d&n mirc mudn
ha sét anh ta thi cling khong ddng ngac nhién.

Ngay ca Wakayama Hiromi cling chwa hin da khong dang nghi ngo.
Viéc ¢6 ta khong the gié€t cha ctia dira con trong bung 1a y ki€n cia Utsumi
Kaoru, nhung sau khi nghe nhitng gi Ikai néi, anh thdy rang k&t luan nhu
vay la qua s¢m. Mashiba Yoshitaka ¢6 vé mu6n chia tay Ayane d€ chon
Wakayama Hiromi, nhung d6 1a vi cd ta da c6 thai chir khong phai vi tinh
yéu. Th¢ thi, khong bi€t c6 1o d€ nghi ich ky nao dwoc dat ra hay khong,
hoan toan c6 thé nghi d&€n viéc d6 da khi€n co6 ta mang han.

Tuy nhién, Kusanagi khong th€ phan bac diéu Utsumi Kaoru chi ra:
ngwoi dau tién phat hién thi th€ ma khéng xda di dau tich chad't doc thi
khong ty nhién chit ndo. Ciing that vo 1y néu cho rang ¢ ta lo dénh quén
mat.

Dau tién cw xdc nhdn ngwoi phu nit da hen ho voi Mashiba Yoshitaka

triwoe khi gdp Ayane da. Kusanagi vira suy nghi cdach tim hi€u vé nguoi d6



vira roi khoi cong ty Mashiba.

Mashiba Ayane mé to mét kinh ngac. Kusanagi nhin tha'y d6i dong tir khé
lay dong. Pung la c6 da bi dao dong.

“Nguoi yéu trede ciia chong toi... a?”

“T6i hét strc xin 18i vi d4 hdi mot cau khong dwoc dé chju.” VAin ng6i
trén gh€’, anh cui dau.

Hai nguoi dang & quay rworu khach san ma Ayane tro lai. Kusanagi da
goi dién thoai d€ nghi gap c6 vi ¢c6 chuyén mudn hoi.

“Vi€c do co lién quan gi dén vu 4n a?”

Nghe c6 hoi, Kusanagi 1ic dau.

“T6i cling chwa bi€t. Do nhi€u kha nang la anh nha bi ai d6 sat hai nén
can tim ki€m nhirng nguoi c¢é dong co. Vi vy t6i m&i tinh dén viéc tim
hi€u nguoc chuyén quéa khir.”

Miéng Ayane hoi gian ra, c6 nhin thaalng Kusanagi. D6 1a m6t nu cwoi
buon.

“Tw tinh cdch anh 4y ma néi, c6 th& nghi d6 chic khong phai mot kicu
chia tay dé chiju gi. Ciing gio'ng treong hop clia t6i.”

“Khong...” Anh mu6n néi Téi khong c6 y do, nhung mau chong im bat.
Kusanagi lai nhin c6 va néi. “Cé6 thong tin néi ring anh nha mudn tim mot
ngwoi phu nir sinh con cho minh. Pan 6ng ¢6 167 suy nghi d6, n€u qua dang
thi ra't dé 1am tn thwong ddi tdc. C6 kha ning ngwoi chiu ton thwong gio
s€ thit han ngwoi dan 6ng do.”

“Gi6ng nhw t61, ding khong?”



“Khong dau, co thi...”

“Khong sao.” Co gat dau. “Co6 Utsumi nhi. Anh da nghe ¢6 &y ndi vay
phai khong? Hiromi cudi cung da thoa man dwg'c mong mudn ciia Mashiba.
Vi th€ anh 2y da chon ¢6 gai d6. Quyét dinh vit bo t6i. Néu ndi tdi hoan
toan khong thit han gi thi chic chin 12 néi d&i.”

“C0 khong the’la hung thu dwgc.”

“Liéu c6 chéc khong?”

“Dén gior van chua tim thi’y gi trong cdc chai nwde. Qua that gia thiét
thud'c doc dwgrc chuan bj trong &m dun 1a hop 1y nhat. Co khong the lam
dwoc.” Kusanagi néi mot hoi r'oi ngirng mét lat trwede khi ti€p tuc. “Ngay
Chti nhat, ai d6 da d€n nha Mashiba va ha ddc. Chi c6 thé suy luan nhw vay
th6i. Chic khong thé tuy tién vao nha nén toi tinh d&n ddi twong ma chdng
cd ¢6 th€ moi tdi. Tuy nhién, trong cdc mdi quan hé lam an thi khéng c6
nhin vit nao ndi bat. Néu 1a mdi quan hé vo cung ca nhan va 1én lut, moi
dén trong liic co6 di ving thi, t6i nghi ring nhan vat nhw vy rat it.”

“Tém lai la tinh nhin hodc ngwoi yéu trede phai khong?” C6 vudt toc
mai 1én. “Nhung thé thi kho nhi. Vi t6i hoan toan khong dwoc anh Mashiba
k€ v€ nhirng chuyén nhw vay.”

“Ba’t ¢ chi ti€t nhd nao cling dwgc. Trong ldc néi chuyén thodng xuét
hién ch?ing han?”

Xem nao, co nghi€éng dau nghi ngoi.

“Anh &y hau nhw khong k€ vé qua khir. Twe d6 ma ndi, ¢6 1€ anh &y la
ki€u nguwoi thin trong. Nha hang, quan bar hay nhirng tiém an tng dén véi
ngwoi minh da chia tay... anh &y déu khdng quay lai thi phai.”

“Thé& 4?” Kusanagi tha't vong. Vi anh di dinh nhim d&n nhitng nha hang



anh ta tirng hen ho.

C6 vé& Mashiba Yoshitaka ding la ki€u ngwoi rat than trong. Trong
nhirng 6 dung ca nhan & nha hay vian phong cling khdng c¢6 ba't cir manh
mo&i nao vé sy ton tai cia modt ngwoi phu nir ngoai Wakayama Hiromi.
Danh ba dién thoai cling vay, ngoai cic m&i quan hé lam an thi chi cé s6
ctia nam gi¢i. Tham chi s& dién thoai cia Wakayama Hiromi ciing khong
thay lwu.

“Xin 151, t0i ching gitp dwoc gi.”

“Khong, cd dau c6 gi phai xin 16i.”

Nhwrng, Ayane vira cat lovi thi chi€c tdi bén canh ¢6 vang lén Am thanh
bao cudc goi dén. C6 voi vang 18y dién thoai ra va héi “Toi ra ngoai dwoc
khong?”

“Tat nhién ro1,” Kusanagi dap.

“Vang, Mashiba nghe day.”

Ayane nhin cudc goi mdt cach binh than nhwng ngay khoanh khic tiép
theo, hang mi cd rung lén. C6 nhin Kusanagi v&i bi€u cam kha cing théng.

“Vang, chuyén do thi khong sao nhwng, con c6 gi... A, the¢" a. Vang, toi
hi€u ro6i. Xin nho ¢d.” C6 dwa tay 1én che miéng sau khi tit mdy, dwong
nhw ¢6 chuyén khong on. “C6 khi tdi nén néi anh Kusanagi dang & day thi
hon nhi.”

“Ai goi thé?”

“Co Utsumi.”

“Co ta? Co ta n6i gi?”

“Co0 &y hodi ¢6 th€ vao nha dwgrc khong vi mudn ki€m chirng lai can bép.

To1 dap la khong c6 van dé gi.”



“Ki€m ching lai... C6 ta mu6n lam gi moi dwoe chr.” Kusanagi xoa
phia treéc cim, mét nhin xudng dat.

“Chéc 12 tim hi€u xem cha't doc dwge bd tri nhu thé nao nhi?”

“T6i cling nghi vdy, nhwng...” Kusanagi nhin d6ng h'6 deo tay roi voi
18y phi€u thanh toan trén mat ban. “T61 cing d€n d6 xem thé& nao. Khong

sao chr?”

“T4t nhién roi a.” Ayane gat ddu roi ¢ vé vira nghi ra diéu gi. “Xin
16i... toi c6 viec mudn nho anh.”

“Sao vay?”

“Tuy la nho’ anh viéc nay thi that that 18.”

“Chuyén gi thé? Pwng ngai cd ctr n6i di.”

“That ra 13,” ¢d ngudc mét 1&n. “Tdi lo vi khong twdi nwde cho hoa. Liic
dau ctr nghi chi & lai khach san mot hoac hai ngay thoi...”

A a, Kusanagi hi€u ¥, anh gat dau.

“Lam cho ¢6 phai bat tién, chinh chiing t6i ciing rat phién long. Nhung
chic cd c6 the st dung cin nha dwoc roi. Cong tic kham nghiém hién
trrong ciing két thic roi ma. Toi s€ bdo cho ¢6 biét khi viéc ki€m chirng
két thac.”

“Khong, chuyén dé khong thanh van dé. Chinh tdi cling muén & day
thém mot thoi gian. Chi nghi dé€n viéc & mdt minh trong ngdi nha réng nhw
vay to1 cling tha'y dau long ro61.”

“Co0 noi cung dung.”

“T6i biét 1a khong th€ ¢ chay tr6n mai, nhwng t6i dinh tam thoi & day
cho t&i khi dinh xong ngdy t& chitc tang 1€ cho ch'dng.”

“T6i nghi di the€ cling sap trao tra dwoec roi.”



“Thé a? Th& thi tdi phai sdm chuan bi...” N6i dén diy, Ayane chop doi
mét. “Vay, chuyén may bong hoa, tdi di dinh ngay mai tranh thl twdi ldc
quay veé 187y it d6. Nhwng t6i thyc sy mudn lam cang s¢m cang t6t. Cir bi
lan cdn vé chung mai.”

Hiéu ra diéu c6 mudn néi, Kusanagi vd nguc.

“Purore r'oi. Chuyén dé d€ toi giip ¢6. Hoa & vwon va ban céng ding
khong?”

“Khong sao chir a? T6i that sy ra't ngai vi lam phién anh nhw vay.”

“Co rat tich cyc hop tac diéu tra nén dwong nhién phai gidp chir. Kiéu
gi ching c6 ngudi ranh tay. Cit giao cho t6i.”

Kusanagi dirng ddy, Ayane ciing ding 1én. Co nhin thing vao khudn miit
anh.

“To61 that sy khong mudn hoa trong can nha khd héo.” Gigng cd tha
thiét.

“C0 ¢6 vé rat coi trong ching.” Kusanagi nh¢ ¢6 ciing twdi hoa vao hom
vira tr¢ vEé tie Sapporo.

“Hoa ngoai ban coéng la tdi trong tw ldc con sdng doc than. Twng cay
mot déu gin vdi ky niém. Vi thé, tdi cang khong mudn ma't ca ching sau
khi xay ra chuyén vwra qua.”

Anh mit Ayane thodng tré nén xa xim r'oi lai hwéng vé Kusanagi. Anh
mét Ay tda ra thit 4nh sdng quyé&n rii khién anh khong th& nhin thzatng.

“T6i s& twdi nwde can than. Xin ding lo 1ang.” Kusanagi néi roi di vé
quay thanh toén.

Anh vAy taxi tredc ctra khéach san, hwong vé nha gia dinh Mashiba. Biu

cadm sau cung trén khuon mit Ayane van khong ngirng thiéu do't tAm tri anh.



Lo dénh nhin ra ngoai ctra s&, Kusanagi chot thd’y tAm bién ctia mot
ngdi nha. D6 la ctra hang ban cac vat dung tan trang nha ctra. Anh chot ndy
ra mot y, voi ndi voi ldi xe.

“Xin 101, cho t6i xuéng day.”

Nhanh chéng mua @6 trong ctra hang xong anh lai vy taxi. Pa tim dwoc

the minh mudn, anh chot thd’y long han hoan.

Pén gan ngoi nha cta gia dinh Mashiba, anh nhin thd’y mot chi€c xe cong
an d0 & trudc cta. Pho trirong qud, Kusanagi thAm nghi. Nhin canh nay,
c6 the€ thd’'y ng6i nha s€ con ti€p tuc bi xung quanh de’y.

Bén canh cong ¢6 mdt ngwoi miac dong phuc cong an dirng d6. La cong
an ¢4 nhiém vu canh gdc tir sau khi x4y ra vu dn. C6 vé anh ta van nhé nén
vira nhin thad'y Kusanagi 1ién cii dau chao.

Budc vao nha, anh thd’y ba d6i giay x&p thanh hang. Anh nhan ra doi
giay th€ thao ctia Utsumi Kaoru. Hai d6i con lai cia nam gidi, mot d6i
trong ré tién va da ta toi, doi con lai vAn mdi, thAm chi con nhin 16 chi
Armani.

Kusanagi di doc hanh lang ti€n d&n phong khach. Anh buwdc qua canh
ctra dang m@ nhwng bén trong khong mdt bong ngwoi. Ngay lic Yy, tir bép
vong ra giong noéi cua dan 6ng.

“Puing la khdng c¢6 da'u vét cham tay vao nhi.”

“Piing khong? Panh gid ctia bén gidm dinh ciling 1a it nhat hon mdt ndm
khong ai cham vao.” Ti€ng dép lai l1a cua Utsumi Kaoru.

Kusanagi nhom vao bép. Trudc bon rira, Utsumi Kaoru va mdt ngwoi

dan 6ng dang ng'6i xom & d6. Ho dang m& canh ctra phia dwdi nén khong



nhin dwoe khuén mat ngeoi dan 6ng. Kishitani dieng bén canh hai nguoi
do.

Kishitani nhin ra anh. “A, anh Kusanagi.”

Utsumi Kaoru quay lai. V& bdi roi hién 1én trong mat.

“Pang lam gi da’y?” Kusanagi hoi.

C6 chdp mat. “Tai sao anh lai d&n day...”

“Tra loi cau hdi cia toi di. Toi hoi cd dang lam gi & day?!”

“Chfmg phai 1a khong nén an ndi ki€u d6 voi mot dan em nhiét tinh
trong cong viéc a?” Giong ndi khac xen vao. Ngwoi dan dng dang quan sat
phia dwdi bon rira ngang mat 1én qua canh cira.

Kusanagi kinh ngac, trong chép mét anh bi ding hinh. P&i phrong 1a
nhin vat ma anh bi€t rat ro.

“Yukawa, tai sao cau...” Hoi dé€n d6, anh nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. “Co
trao doi v&i ciu ta ma khong cho t6i biét a?”

Co im ling cén chit moi.

“Cau ndi gi la thé”? C6 Utsumi gdp ai cling nhd't nha't phai dwoe ciu cho
phép a?” Yukawa ditng ddy, nhin Kusanagi réi tim tim cwdi. “Lau 1im
khong gip. Trong cau khoe thé 1a to't r61.”

“Chaamg phai cu khong hop tac diéu tra v&i cong an a?”

“V€ co ban thi to6i khong thay doi suy nghi &y. C6 diéu, doi khi ciing c6
ngoai I¢. Chgng han nhirng lic ¢6 bi an lam bung 1én niém héng thd cia
mdt nha khoa hoc. Du sao, riéng Ian nay, khong phai 1a khdng cé ly do nao
khac nhwng khong nhét thi€t phai néi v&i cdu ding khong?” Yukawa nhin
Utsumi Kaoru day an y.

Kusanagi cting nhin sang c0.



“Ki€m chirng lai la viéc nay day a?”

Utsumi Kaoru ha miéng vi ba't ngo. “Anh nghe phu nhan néi a?”

“T6i dang ndéi chuyén v&i phu nhan thi ¢6 goi dé€n. Phai r'oi, suyt chit
nwra tdi quén mat viéc quan trong. Kishitani, cé vé ranh rang nhi?”

Bt ngdr bi goi tén, cAu cong an dan em 1ién déng thing ngudi.

“Tién sinh Yukawa bdo t6i chirng ki€n viéc ki€m chirng. Chi mot minh
Utsumi thi ¢6 thé khong ndm hét dwoe.”

“PE€ t6i nghe thay cho. C4u ra twdi hoa ngoai vueon di.”

Kishitani chdp mét nhiéu Ian. “Twdi nwde... Ay a?”

“P¢ viéc diéu tra dwoe thuan tién, phu nhan da t6t bung d€ trdng can
nha cho ching ta. Twdi ciy thoi, khdng bi phat dau. Tudi ngoai veon la
duorc roi. Toi s€ lo ban cong tang hai.”

Kishitani hoi nhdn médt bA't man nhwng van néi Téi biét roi va roi khoi
can bep.

“Nao, xin 16i nhung néi lai tir du ndi dung cudc tdi ki€m chitng cho toi
nghe xem ndo.” Kusanagi gio’ 1én mot i bang gidy va dit xudng san.

“Po 1a céi gi vay?” Utsumi Kaoru héi.

“Chaalng lién quan gi vu nay dau, dwng d€ y. Quan trong hon, ciu giai
thich di.” Kusanagi vira khoanh tay vira chim chim nhin Yukawa.

Yukawa mdéc ngén tay cdi vao hai bén tii quan ¢ 1€ cling ciia Armani,
ding dya vao bon rira. Ban tay c¢6 x4 géng tay ni-1ong.

“T6i nhan dwo'c may cau d6 cua nir cong an tré nay. To mot noi cach
xa, ¢6 th€ tron chat doc vao d6 udng ma mdt ngwoi nha't dinh sé st dung
hay khong? Hon ntra phai thyc hién tha doan tw tred'c ma khong dwoce d€

lai dau vét. Trovi dat, cau hdi kho co nay qua 1a chwa ting c6 trong thé” gidi



vat 1y hoc.” Yukawa nhun vai.

“O’ mot noi xa... 47" Kusanagi gwdm gwdm nhin Utsumi Kaoru. “Van
nghi ngo’ phu nhan? Qua quyét phu nhin la thd pham r6i trao doi voi
Yukawa xem cé th€ dung thir ma thuit nao d€ thyc hién a?”

“Toi khong chi nghi ngo' mdi phu nhan. Toi chi mudn xdc nhin xem
ngwoi cé chirng cr ngoai pham vao thir Bady va Chd nhét c¢6 that sy khong
c6 kha nang pham tdi hay khong ma thoi.”

“Khdc quai gi nhau? Cd nhim vao phu nhan con gi.” Kusanagi nhin sang
Yukawa. “Thé&’, cdu dang nhom céi gi dwdi bon riva day?”

“Theo 1oi k€ ctia ¢6 Utsumi thi chid't ddc trong cau d& dwoe tim thdy &
ba chd.” Yukawa gio’ 1én ba ngén tay, ban tay van deo ging ni-long. “DAu
tién 12 ca phé ma nan nhan da udng. Tiép theo la bdt ca phé va phéu loc
dwoc dung d€ pha ca phé. Cudi cung la &m dung d€ dun nwdc. Cé phai
chat doc dugrc hoa vao nwdc hay khong? Néu 1a nwdre thi 1a nwde te dau?
O day c6 hai kha niing. Nude déng chai hoiic nwde may.”

“Nwdc may? Chuan bi chdt ddc vao ca dwong dng nwoc dy a?”
Kusanagi thé hét ra thanh tiéng.

Yukawa ti€p tuc, bi€u cam khong thay doi.

“Khi c6 nhiéu kha nang thi dung phép loai trwe 1a hop 1y nha't. Nhan vién
giam dinh da xdc nhéan l1a nwdc mdy va dung cu loc nwde khdng ¢ gi bat
thwong, nhwng ching t6i 12 nhitng ngwoi chi bi thuyét phuc khi ty quan sat
bang d6i mét ctia minh. Vi thé t6i m&i tim higu bén dudi bon riva. Néu tién
hanh bd ddc vao nwd'c mdy thi chi c6 th€ & chd nay thoi.”

“R0i, k&t qua th& nao?”

Yukawa cham rai lac dau.



“Purong 6ng nwdc, dng chia va bd loc cia thi€t bi loc nwdc, ta't cad déu
khong c6 dau vét thyc hién tha thuat. Ciing c¢6 the thdo hét ra d€ ki€m tra
mot lwot nhung chic cling chaalng phat hién dwgc gi. Nhw vay thi, gia st
chat doc dwore hoa vao nwde, ¢6 th€ doan dinh d6 sé 1a nwdc déng chai.”

“Khong heé phat hién cha't doc trong cac chai nwdc.”

“Chwa c6 bdo cédo ctia phong nghién ctru phap y.” Utsumi Kaoru ndi.

“S€ khong c6. Giam dinh vién cta ching ta dau phai ba't tai.” Kusanagi
khong khoanh tay ntra ma chdng hong nhin Yukawa. “D¢ la k&€t luan cua
cdu ding khong? Mat cong tham gia nhw thé thi k&t ludn d6 cé tam thwong
qua khong?”

“P6 mai la nwdc. Bay gior méi ki€m tra &m dun. T6i vira néi roi day.
Ciing c6 kha nang chat doc dwore bd trye ti€p vao &m dun.”

“P6 von la quan di€m cda t6i. Nhwng t6i néi ludn, vao sang héom thir
Bdy thi khong c¢6 gi dwoe pha trdn dau. DAy la n€u tin vao nhirng gi
Wakayama Hiromi n6i.”

Nhung Yukawa khong tra 101 ma ¢Am 18y 4m dun nwdce dit bén canh
b0n rira.

“Cai d6 1a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Am dun gidng véi cdi duge ding trong vu dn nay. C6 Utsumi da chuah
bi gidp t6i.” Yukawa m& nwdc trong voi, hirng nwdc &m vao binh. Tiép
theo, anh bét dau d& nudc vao bdn rira. “Khdng c¢6 manh hay chudh bj gi
triedre, chi 1a mot cdi Am dun nwde binh thwong.”

Sau d6 anh lai cho nwde vao &m, bat bép ga bén canh.

“Pai khdi 1a chuyén gi vira bit dau vay?”

“Cau c nhin la hi€u théi.” Yukawa lai tya minh vao bon rira. “Céau nghi



la hom Chu nhat, tha pham da vao ngdi nha nay roéi cho chat doc vao &m
dun nuwoc a?”

“Chi c6 th€ nghi nhw vay con gi?”

“Néu thé thi thd pham da chon mot cach lam quéd siec mao hi€m. Thu
pham khong tinh dé€n kha nang Mashiba s€ cho ai d6 bi€t vé chuyén minh
ghé thim a? Hoic, c6 thé nghi 1a hdn da tranh thd 1én vao khi Mashiba ra
ngoai hay khong?”

“Khé ma nghi téi viéc xam nhdp ng6i nha. Thi pham la nhan vat ma
Mashiba khdng th€ cho nguwoi khac bi€t vé chuyén ghé tham, d6 1a suy ludn
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cua toi.

“Hop ly. D61 twong ma anh ta khong mudn ngwoi khac biét a,” Yukawa
gat dau va nhin sang Utsumi Kaoru. “Dan anh ctia ¢6 vin con 1y tinh 14m.
Ct yén I tm.”

“Y 1a sao?” Kusanagi h&t nhin Yukawa lai sang Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chfmg c6 gi sau xa cd. To6i chi mudn ndi, n€u ca hai déu ly tinh thi y
ki€n c6 do1 lap cung hoan toan khong t€.”

Vin 1a ngtr diéu gi€u cot ngwoi khdc. Kusanagi gwom gwom nhin
Yukawa. Nhung d61 phwong chzatng nhtrng khong hé ban tdm dén cdi nhin
4y ma con cuoi day an y.

Nudc trong 4'm nhanh chéng soi. Yukawa tit b&p, mé& nip rdi nhin vao
bén trong.

“KE&t qua c6 vé kha t6t.” Anh nghi€ng cai Am trén bon rira.

Kusanagi ba't ngo khi thd’y chat 1ong chay ra tor miéng 4m. RO rang la
nuwdc binh thwong nhung gio lai dd quach.

“Chuyén gi the?”



“Khong ¢6 manh khée hay sip dit gi 12 t6i néi doi day. Thuyc ra toi da
boi 1op bot mau dd phu gelatin vao mat trong ctia cai Am. Nwde sbi 1én 1a
gelatin tw twr tan ra, cud’i cuing thi b6t hoa vao nwdc.” Anh 187y lai vé nghiém
tic, gat dau v&i Utsumi Kaoru. “Trong vu an nay, cho dén khi nan nhéan
chét, cai Am dwoc dung it nhat hai [an phai khong?”

“Ping thé". N6 dwoe st dung vao t6i thir By va sang Chu nhat.” Utsumi
Kaoru dap.

“Tuy vao chat lwong va lwong cda gelatin, cha't doc khong tan ra ¢ Ian
st dung thir hai ma c6 the€’ d&€n Ian thir ba m&i tan ra. Bén giam dinh c6 xac
nhén gitp dwoc khong nhi? Can tinh xem né cé dwge bdi vao dau do trén
cdi Am khong. Vé&i lai, tiy tiing tredng hop, cling nén cin nhic d&n nhirng
chat li€u khac nwra.”

“T6i hiéu,” ¢6 dap roi ghi nhieng dan do cta Yukawa vao so tay.

“Sao vay, Kusanagi? Sao trong ciu lai c6 vé tha't vong thé nhi.” Yukawa
giéu cot.

“Tdi ching that vong gi ca. Ding hon thi, tdi thA'y ngwdi binh thudng
chealng nghi ra duegc cdch ha doc dic biét dén the” dau.”

“Phrong thirc didc biét? V& va vo van. Néu la ngwoi quen st dung
gelatin thi chéng phai chuyén gi khé 1dm. Vi du, ngudi vor rat gidi ndu dn
chaalng han.”

Kusanagi bat giac nghién chat rang khi nghe Yukawa n6i. Nha vat 1y hoc
nay ro rang dang hinh dung Mashiba Ayane la thi pham. Rat c¢6 thé ciu ta
bi tiém nhiém gi d6 béi Utsumi Kaoru.

Dién thoai di dong ctia Utsumi Kaoru bdng d& chudng. C bit mdy, néi

doi ba loi r'oi nhin Kusanagi.



“Pa ¢6 bdo cdo cta phong nghién ctru phéap y. Ping la khong tim dwoc

gi trong céac chai nwdc.”



E]

“Phiit mdc niém bét dau.”

Theo chi din clia chd toa, Wakayama Hiromi nhim mét lai. Ngay lap
ttrc, Am nhac bat dau vang 1&n trong hoi treomg. Hiromi ngac nhién. D6 1a
bai The long and winding road ctia ban nhac The Beatles. C6 1€ dich ra s€ la
Con dwong dai quanh co. Mashiba Yoshitaka ra't thich The Beatles, khi lai
xe cling thwong xuyén mé CD cua ho. Trong s6” d6, anh ddc biét yéu thich
bai hat nay. Giai di€u nhe nhang, thap thodng Am hwdng budn ba. Co6 1€
ngudi chon nhac 13 Ayane. Hiromi bdng thiy ghét ¢6 gido. Am hwdng cia
khic nhac hét sirc phtt hop v&i khdng gian nay. C6 khong th€ ngung nho
Yoshitaka. Nguc ¢d néng ran, niedc mét twedng nhw da can gior lai chuc trao
ra gitra hai hang mi.

Tat nhi€n c6 bi€t minh khong dwoe phép khéc & day. Mot phu nwr chéng
¢6 quan hé truc tiép v&i ngwdi da khud't ma 1on tiéng khée han s& khign
nhirng nguoi xung quanh cam thdy ky la. Khong, quan trong hon thé

khong dugc cho Ayane thdy co roi nwéc mit méi 13 suy nghi manh mé



nhat.

Phiit miic niém k&t thiic 12 1& ding hoa bét dau.

Nhitng nguwoi ¢6 mét Tan lwot dit hoa 1én hwong an. C6 vé Ayane lya
chon nghi thirc nay b&i Yoshitaka 1a ngwoi khong theo tén gido nao. CO6
dirng bén hwong 4n, cti dau dap I tirng ngwoi vira hoan ta't viéc dang hoa.

Di th€ clia Yoshitaka dwoc cong an dwa dén phong tang 1€ ngdy hdom
qua. Ikai Tatsuhiko chic da 1én k& hoach cho 1& dang hoa khép véi viée d6.
Nghe néi ngay mai c¢6 k& hoach t& chirc tang 1€ khd trong thé trong nodi bo
cong ty, trong dwong vai 1€ thong da cho ngwoi da khuat.

Pa dén lwgt Hiromi. C6 nhin hoa tt ngwoi phu n chiu trach nhiém
phan phat va x&p né 1én hwong 4n. Ngude nhin di anh, co chép tay lai. Bikc
anh Yoshitaka rdm ning dang twoi cuoi.

D6 13 khoanh khic ngay khi c6 vira nhd long khong dwoc khéc. C6 gi dé
quén 1én trong I'd6ng ngwc. C6 nghén. Hiromi vo thirc dwa hai ban tay dang
chip vao nhau 1én che miéng.

Vwa roi di vira ¢d nén cam giac kho chiu. Nhung, vira ngude 1én cd da
lai gidt minh. Ayane dang ding ngay tridc mét va cham cham nhin Hiromi
bang vé d& nén cam xic.

“Hiromi.” Ayane goi. “Khong sao ch?”

“Vang, khong sao a.”

Hiromi ra khéi héi treong. C6 mudn roi khdi dé cang nhanh cang tot.

Dang hirdng vé 161 ra thi ¢6 ai d6 v vao vai ¢ tr phia sau. Ngoanh lai
nhin, Hiromi thdy Ikai Yukiko ding dé.

“A... ving, chao chi.” C6 voi vang c't 1o1i.

“Cd ciing va't va qud. Pa bj cong an hdi han nhiéu 1dm ding khong?” Vé



mit Yukiko td ra thong cdm nhung 4nh mét lai 16e 1én su higu ky.

“Vang, cing khong sao a.”

“Cong an dang 1am gi th& khong biét, van chwa xdc dinh dwoc hung thi
thi phai.”

“C6 vé the.”

“Anh nha t6i bdo, khong gidi quy€t nhanh Ién thi cong ty ciling bi anh
hwdng. Ayane hinh nhw s€ khéng vé nha cho dén khi chin twdng sy viéc
dwoe 1o rang, ciing dé hi€u. Pang sor that day.”

“Vang,” Hiromi chi con cach gat dau cho xong.

Nay, c6 tieng goi. Ikai Tatsuhiko dang ti€n lai gan.

“Em dang 1am gi th&? O phong bén canh c¢6 chudn bi @6 #n thic udng
day.”

“Qi th¢ 4. Hiromi di ciing di.”

“Xin 16i, em khong 4n uéng gi dau a.”

“Sao vay? Pang doi Ayane ding khong? Twng d6 nguoi thi con lau mai
xong day.”

“Khong, hom nay em xin phép vé ludn a.”

“Th€ a. Nhung mdt chut thoi cing dwgrc ma. Vao cung nhau di.”

“Kia em,” Ikai cau may. “Ep qud lam cd &y khé xt d&y. M&i ngudi c6
hoan canh khac nhau ma.”

Hiromi giat minh trwede 167 néi &y. C6 vira nhin Ikai thi anh mau chdong
chuyén 4nh mét day vé tha'u sudt sang hwdng khic.

“Xin 161, T4n sau s& thong tha hon... Em xin phép.” Hiromi cii chao vor
ch'ong Ikai r'oi cir thé rovi khoi do.

Ikai Tatsuhiko chdc chéin biét vé quan hé gilra Yoshitaka va Hiromi. Co



khong nghi Ayane s€ k&€ nén c¢6 1€ anh ta nghe dworc tir cong an. Tuy khdng
k& cho Yukiko nhung chéc hin khong c6 chuyén anh ta nghi t6t vé Hiromi.

Co lai bi bua vay bdi cam gidc ba't an, khong bi€t r'oi minh s€ ra sao. C6
the’ hinh dung, m6i quan hé v&i Yoshitaka r'oi s€ bi nhirng ngwoi xung
quanh d6n dai. N&u vay thi Hiromi khong th€ & bén canh Ayane mai dworc.

Hiromi dan cam tha&’y minh nén bot lai gén gia dinh Mashiba thi hon. C6
hoan toan khong th€ tin Ayane that long tha thi cho minh.

Anh mét khi ndy ciia Ayane vAn thiéu d6t tdm tri. C6 4n han vi da dua
tay 1é€n bit miéng lic dang hoa. C6 gido hin s& nhin ra d6 12 bidu hién &m
nghén. Chinh vi th&¢ m&i hoi: Co sao khong?

Néu chi don gian 1a tinh nhén ctia ngwoi ch'ong da khud't, Ayane c6 th€
khong thém quan tdm ntra. Nhwng gior ¢d gai d6 ¢6 thai thi sao day?

DPiing 1a Ayane ¢6 vé da nhan ra Hiromi mang thai tw trede. Tuy thé’, chi
do4n ra thoi thi van khdc xa v&i viée ti€p nhan sw that.

ba vai ngay t khi ¢ thd nhan v&i c¢6 cdng an Utsumi viéc c6 thai. Tw
hém d6 Ayane tuyét doi khong hdi Hiromi mét losi vE chuyén mang thai.
Hiromi tit nhién ciing khong cht dong nhic t&i. Vi thé” gior Hiromi hoan
toan khong hiéu dwoc Ayane dang suy nghi nhirng gi.

Nén lam thé nao mai t6t ddy? C nghi t&i 1a ¢d thay trudc mét nhu tdi
sam lai.

Co6 hi€u minh nén pha thai. C& nhw by gio’ ma sinh con thi c6 khong ty
tin ¢6 th€ nudi day né thanh dra tré hanh phic. Cha thi da ma't. Khong
nhirng thé&’, ban than Hiromi dang ding tred'c nguy co that nghiép. Khong,
chinh xac 1a n&€u sinh con thi khong th€ nhan lam nhirng cong viéc Ayane

giao cho nwra.



Nghi theo huwdng nao cod cling thd’y khéng con Iya chon nao khac. Bat
chip diéu d6, Hiromi van khong th€ dirt khodt. Vi con yéu Yoshitaka nén
khong danh long bd di di san duy nha't anh d¢€’ 1ai? Hay vi ban nang phu ni
khi€n c6 mudn sinh con? Chinh ¢6 cting khong biét.

Du sao di ntra, thoi gian cling chéng con nhi€u. C6 bi€t chdm nhat thi

minh cling phai quyé&t dinh trong vong hai tuan toi.

Vtra roi khoi nha tang 18, Hiromi chudh bi vy taxi thi c6 tiéng goi, “Co
Wakayama.”

Nhin thdy nguoi goi, Hiromi cang budn hon ntra. Anh cdng an tén
Kusanagi dang chay lai gan.

“T6i tim ¢6 mai. Co dinh vE roi a?”

“Vang, to1 hoi mét.”

Chéc chin ngudi cong an nay biét viec Hiromi dang mang thai. C6 thim
nghi, né€u da vay thi cr thé¢ hién ré minh khong mudn co’ th€ phai chiu dwng
thém.

“Xin 161 vi 1am phién nhung t6i ¢6 the hoi chuyén cd dwgc khong? Chi
mat ra't it thoi gian thoi.”

Hiromi khong c& ging che gidu s khé chiu nira.

“Ngay bay gior a?”

“Mong c6 dong y.”

“Bét budc phai d&n chd cong an a7

“Khong, ching ta di chd nao c6 th€ thong tha néi chuyén.” R6i khong

cho Hiromi trd 10, anh ta vy mot chiéc taxi.



Diém d&n ma Kusanagi néi v&i tai x& nam gan chung cw cia Hiromi.
Biét rang anh ta that sy djnh k&t thic s¢'m, c6 tha'y nhe nhém.

C6 mot quan #n gia dinh, hai ngudi xudng xe & d6. Quan ving khéch.
Ho hwéng t&i chiéc ban ndm siu trong cing.

Hiromi chon sira vi hong tra hodc ci phé nim trong menu ty phuc vu.
Kusanagi chon ca-cao, chéc ciing vi 1y do twrong tir.

“Nhtrng noi the nay hau hét déu cam hit thudc nhi. C6 the ndi 1a ho tao
dwoe moi treong t6t d6i voi nhieng vi khach nhw ¢6 phai khong?”
Kusanagi n& nu cwoi than thién.

Chéc anh mudn thé€ hién minh di biét viéc cd dang mang thai, nhung vi
chua th€ dit khodt chuyén pha thai nén Hiromi chi thd’y d6 1a nhirng loi hét
strc vO duyén.

“Xin 16i... chuyén anh mudn néi 1a?” C6 héi, d4u van cii xudng.

“Cd mét 1am phai khong? Vaiy tdi s& khong néi nhirng 1o thira thai.”
Kusanagi hoi redn vEé phia tredre. “Ciling khong phai 1a chuyén gi moi. T6i
héi vé mdi quan hé véi nir gidi ciia Mashiba Yoshitaka.”

Hiromi bat gidc ngang mat 1€n.

“C6 hay hiéu ding nhw nhitng tir ma toi néi. Y tdi 13, Mashiba c6 hen ho
voi ngwoi phu nir nao khac ngoai ¢6 khéng?”

Hiromi ngdi thing ddy, chép mét. C6 tha’y hoi hoang mang. D6 12 cau
hoi khong thé ngo’ toi.

“Sao anh lai hoi t6i viéc nhw thé?”

“Y ¢6 1a sa0?”

“C6 thong tin nao vé mot nguoi phu nir nhw thé” a?” Gigng ndi cia ¢

chot sic lanh.



Kusanagi méo miéng cwoi, khé xua tay.

“Toi cheatng cé can cir gi hét. Pon gidn vi t6i khong biét cé the xét toi
kha niang d6 hay khong nén m&i hdi c¢d nhw the nay.”

“T6i chwa hi€u. Sao anh lai nght vay?”

Kusanagi 18y lai vé nghi€m tdc, doi tay trén mdt ban dan vao nhau.

“Nhuw cd cling bi€t, anh Mashiba qua doi vi tring doc. Xét ti hoan canh,
n&u khong phai la ngwoi da vao biét thy nha Mashiba hdm d6 thi khong thé
bd' tri chd't doc dwgre. Vi thé’ nén ¢6 mdi bi nghi ngor dau tién.”

“T6i ndi roi, tdi khong...”

“T6i hi€u diéu c6 mudn ndi. Vay, n€u c6 khong phai la tha pham thi ai
da vao ngo6i nha d6? Chiing t6i khong tim thd’y nhan vat nao nhw vay cd du
la m&i quan hé trong c6ng viéc hay ca nhan. Do d6, toi m&i ndy ra gia thiét,
khong bi€t d6 c6 phai nhan vat ma anh Mashiba chi dong gitr bi mat vé
m&i quan hé v&i ho hay khong.”

Cudi cung thi Hiromi cling hieéu diéu cong an mudn ndéi. Nhwng cd
khong th€ dong y v&i anh ta dugc. P6 1a y twdng hét sirc ngd ngan.

“Anh cOng an, anh hi€u sai vé anh &y r'6i. Pidng la loi n6i hanh ddng cia
anh &y radt mau me, lai con quan hé v&i toi, anh c¢6 nghi nhw vay ciing dé
hi€u, nhwng anh &y dit khodt khong phai 1a ké trang hoa. Ngay ca vai toi,
anh dy ciing khong choi boi.”

Giong diéu cda cd to ra ra't qua quyét nhwng Kusanagi khong chit dao
dong.

“Ttc 1a, c6 khong hé cam thdy c¢6 bong hinh clia ngwoi phu nir khic
ding khong?”

“Vang.”



“Thé& con nhirng ngwoi trong qua khir thi sao? C6 c6 biét gi khong?”

“Qua khr? Ngwoi anh Ay da teng hen ho &y a? Vay thi ¢6 vai nguoi
nhwng chi ti€t thi t6i chwa tirng nghe.”

“Chi ti€t ra't nhd ciling dworc. Co con nhé gi khong? Nghé nghiép hodc
ho quen nhau ¢ dau chgng han.”

Bi Kusanagi hdi don, Hiromi danh c& ging luc loi tri nhé. Diing 1a
Yoshitaka c6 T'4n ti€t 10 vé mdi quan hé trong qud khit. Co van con lai doi
chut &n tuong.

“T6i chi bi€t chuyén anh &y tng hen ho v&i nguoi ¢ lién quan dén
nganh xud't ban thoi.”

“Lién quan d&€n nganh xua't ban? Chéng han nhu bién tip vién a?”

“Khong, 1a nguoi viét sach thi ding hon.”

“Vay la nha van?”

Hiromi nghi€éng dau.

“T6i khong r6. Anh &y ¢6 ndi ra't phién phirc vi nguoi kia clir xua't ban
sdch 1a lai doi anh néu cam twong. Hdi vEé ndi dung sach thi Mashiba néi
ra't chung chung. T6i khong hoéi nhi€u hon vi bi€t anh &y ghét bi hoi nay no
Ve cac mdi quan hé trong qua khir.”

“Con gi nra khong?”

“Anh &y n6i khong cé hirng thd voi cac ¢o ti€p vién va nghé si. Vi thé,
tuy ¢4 di nhitng budi tiéc mai mdi nhung gip nhiéu ngwoi miu do phia chu
tri sip x&p nén tha’y ra't chan.”

“Nhwng anh ta gap phu nhan & tiéc mai mdi ding khong?”

“Hinh nhw 12 th&"” Hiromi cup mit.

“C6 gi cho thd'y Mashiba vin lién lac v&i nhitng nguoi ting qua lai



tredre day khong?”

“T6i nghi 1a khong. V&i nhirng gi toi bi€t thi nhw vay.” Hiromi nguoc
1én nhin diéu tra vién. “Anh nghi ngwoi phu nir &y da giét Mashiba a?”

“T6i cho 12 hoan toan c6 thé. Chinh vi vdy tdi mong cb c¢d ging nhd lai.
Vé chuyén yéu dwong thi dan 6ng ddy so’ hé so voi phu nir, gap dip nao doé
12 d& budt miéng vé nhirng m&i tinh trong qud khir.”

“Tuy noi1 vay...”

Hiromi kéo ly stra lai gan. Nhap mdt ngum, cd tha’y ti€c da khong chon
h'ong tra vi gior phai d€y xem khée miéng c6 bi dinh mau tring khong.

Cho't nhé ra mét chuyén, ¢6 ngwde 1én. “Sao vay?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Anh &y trung thanh v&i ca phé nhwng ciling rd't teong tin vE hdng tra.
To6i wé'm hdi vé viéc d6 thi dwoe biét 1a do anh hwdng chia nguoi yéu
trede. Ngwoi phu nir &y ham mé h'ong tra, thAm chi chi mua & noi da dinh.
Mot ctra ti€ém chuyén ban h'ong tra & Nihonbashi thi phai.”

Kusanagi ghi chép lai. “Ctra tiém tén la gi?”

“Xin 101, t0i khong nhé dwoc nhiéu dén vay. C6 the toi cling chwra ting
nghe.”

“Crtra tiém chuyén vé h'ong tra a.” Kusanagi bam moi va gap so tay lai.

“Nhitng viéc t0i nhd dwoe chi ¢ vay thoi. Xin 16i vi khong gidp ich
dworc gi.”

“Khong dau, bi€t dwgc ngan nay thoi cling 1a thw hoach 1on day. Thyc
ra toi cling hoi phu nhan cau y hét nhwng ¢6 &y hoan toan khong nghe anh
Mashiba néi gi vé nhirng chuyén nhw vay. Cé khi Mashiba tin twdng co6
hon phu nhan ddy nhi.”

Nghe vay Hiromi thdy hoi byc bdi. Khong bi€t anh ta ¢ y an Gi hay xoa



diu tam thoi, nhwng néu anh ta nghi may 1o nay ¢6 th€ lam ¢6 thdy kha
hon du chi mot chut thi that dang ngac nhién.

“Xin héi, nhw vay da deoc chwa? Toi thye sy mudn vE nha.”

“Lam phién c6 qud, cdm on co rd't nhiéu. Néu nhd thém dwge bat cir
di€u gi, xin hay cho t61 biet.”

“Vang, khi dy to1 s€ goi di€n thoai cho anh.”

“PEtoi dwa cO vE.”

“Khong sao dau. Toi di bd vE cung dworc.”

Hiromi ding ddy, d€ lai phi€u thanh todn trén ban, khdng budn cam on.
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Hoi nede boc 1én tir miéng Am dun. Yukawa van im ling khong néi, anh
nhic &m 1én r'oi d& nudce so6i vao bon rira. Sau d6, anh mé nép, g& kinh va
nhin vao bén trong. C6 1& vi khong mudn mét kinh bj m¢.

“Thé& nao?” Kaoru hoi.

Yukawa dit &m dun 1én bép, tir tir 1c dau. “Khong dwoce, van nhu khi
nay.”

“Viy la gelatin...”

“ff. Pong lai.”

Yukawa kéo chiéc ghé& lai gan r'oi dat ngwoi xudng. Anh dan hai tay sau
gdy, ngtra mit nhin tran nha. Anh khong mic 4o tring ma mic mdt chiéc
thun mau den coc tay. Tuy ddng giy nhung d6i vai lai rat co bip.

Kaoru dang & phong nghién ctru ciia Yukawa. Hom triedre ¢6 nghe anh
néi s€ lam thyc nghiém xac nhan y twedng cia minh vé thu doan bo chat
doc vao 4m dun nwoc.

Nhung két qua cé vé khong dwoec nhur y. P& hoan ta't thd doan nay, bit



budc phai lam sao d€ sau Ian thir hai st dung &m dun, gelatin chwa tan hét
va chat déc bén trong cling chwa hoa vao nwdce. Nghia 1a ¢can mét 1op
gelatin kha day. Tuy nhién, khi day dé€n mic d6 thi 'dn ti€p theo gelatin
khong tan hé€t ma dong lai bén trong Am. TAt nhién la trong bao cdo cia to
giam dinh, ch:flng c6 cha't nao nhw vy ca.

“Piing 14 khong duing gelatin dwoe r'oi nhi.” Yukawa gdi dAu bang ca hai
tay.

“Giam dinh phia chung t61 cling nhan dinh nhw vay.” Utsumi néi. “Cé y
kién cho ring, k&€ cd gelatin c6 tan hét thi bén trong &m van sét lai mot it.
Thém ntra, khi ndy t6i cling n6i roi, khong phét hién tha’y gelatin trong bot
ca phé da qua st dung. Vi y twdng ra't thu vi nén to gidm dinh cling hang
hai thir nghiém ra't nhiéu xem cac nguyén li€u khac cho két qua thé nao.”

“Ho tht ca mang bot r'oi ding khong?”

“Vang. Luc d6 thi tinh bot sét lai voi bot ca phé.”

“Nham roi 2.” Yukawa vd vO ddu gdi roi ding ddy. “That dang ti€c
nhwng y twdng nay vt di thi hon.”

“Mgdc du t61 nghi la n6 ra't tuyét.”

“Chi lam cho Kusanagi tai mat di mot chit th6i.” Yukawa khoac 1én
ngudi chiéc 4o mau tring dang vét trén lung gh& twra. “Anh ta dang 1am gi
vay?”

“Piéu tra cac m&i quan hé v&i phu nir trong qua khir ciia Mashiba.”

“Qua nhién. Anh ta van gilr nguyén niém tin theo ki€u ctia riéng minh.
Bay gio khong the thye hién dwoe thd doan st dung &m dun nwérce, cb 1€
nén di theo gia thuy€t cda anh ta.”

“Nguoi yéu cii giét Mashiba &y a?”



“Khong rd cé phdi nguoi yéu hay khdng, nhung sang Chu nhét, tha
pham bang cdch nao dé d3 xam nhap nha Mashiba sau khi Hiromi r&i khdi
d6 va tha cha't doc vao &m dun nwdc... Suy ludn nhw vay 1a hop 1y nhat.”

“Twc 1a anh bd cudc?”

“T6i c6 néi nhw vay 1a bd cudc dau. Chi tuan theo phép loai trir thodi. C6
vé Kusanagi danh tinh cam déac biét d61 v&i phu nhan Mashiba nhung di€m
nhin clia c4u ta chwa chic da sai. Toi nghi ciu ta dang diéu tra theo hudng
thure sy hop 1y day.” Yukawa lai ng'di xudng gh&’, bét tréo chan. “Cha't doc
la thach tin a. C6 xdc dinh thi pham qua ngudn gdc cia chat doc dwoc
khong?”

“Khé hon dy doan. Nhirng ndng dwgrc ¢6 dung thach tin da bi cAm san
xud't va mua ban tr khodng ndm muoi nim trede roi, nheng né van dworc
stt dung & nhirng chd khong ngo’ tG1.”

“Chfmg han nhu?”

“Chat bao quan cho d'6 gd, ki€m soét con tring, thud'c diéu tri nha khoa,
vat liéu ban dan... ki€u nhw vay.”

“Pwoc dung nhiéu qua nhi. C6 ca nha sico a.”

“Nghe néi dwore dung d€ diét tiy rang. Nhung trong trieong hop nay, nd
& dang keo dan kho tan trong nwdc, hon nira ty 1€ thach tin trung tAm chi ¢6
40% thoi. Kha nang thu pham dung né trong vu nay dwoe danh giad la
thap.”

“Vay chd nao ¢6 kha ning?”

“R6 rang la cac cong ty ki€m sodt con trung. Ho chu y&u dung d€ dudi
md&i. Khi mua ho phai ding ky tén va dia chi nén ching t6i dang xac nhan.

Tuy nhién, viéc lIvu trr ndi dung dang ky &’y chi duy tri trong nam nam nén



néu mua trede thoi gian d6 thi bé tay. N&u thd pham ¢6 dwgce theo cach

khong chinh thirc thi khong thé Tan theo dworc.”

AL AL

“T6i khong nghi thd pham [4n nay d€'10 so’ ho theo 161 8y dau.” Yukawa
l4c dau. “Cdng an c6 18 chi trong doi vao két qua ctia Kusanagi thoi.”

“Du sao tdi cling khong the tin la thd pham da bd doc truc ti€p vao &m
dun nwoc.”

“Vi sao? Vi cédch thirc 4y phu nhin khong th€ thyc hién? C6 nghi ngo
phu nhan cliing degc thdi nhweng bam vao d6 ma suy luén thi khong hop ly
dau.”

“T6i khong bam vao d6. T6i khong tin 1a hém d6 ¢6 ngwoi thir ba buoc
vao dinh thy nha Mashiba. Chfmg c6 chit da'u vé&t nao chirng minh viéc &y
ca. Gia st ding nhw Kusanagi van nghi, ngwdi yéu cii dén d6 thi Mashiba
chi it phai moi mot ly ca phé chi.”

“Cling c6 nguwoi khong moi dau. Thém ntra, n€u doi phwong 1a nguoi
khong th€ hoan nghénh.”

“Thé thi m6t ngwoi nhw thé” lam cach nao bé dwgc chd't doc vao trong
am? Mashiba s€ quan siat ho ma?”

“Mashiba ciling c6 ldc di vé sinh chir. Tranh tht lic d6 khong khé dau.”

“Vay tht pham di 1én mot k& hoach khong chéic chin 14m nhi. Mashiba
ma khong ding day di vé sinh thi biét lam sao day?”

“C6 th€ ¢c6 mdt phwong an khac hodc xac dinh tir bd k& hoach néu
khong c6 co hdi. Khong thwe hién thi cling chzatng ton hai gi dé€n thu pham

N

ma.

“Tién sinh...” Kaoru ha cam xudng, nhin thang vao khuén mat nha vat

1y hoc. “Cung phe v&i ai vay?”



“Cd6 ndi ky cuc qui. Téi chfmg cung phe v&i ai ca. Toi chi phan tich
thong tin, thi thodng 1am thyc nghiém va cd ging tim ra cau trd 16 hop 1y
nha't thoi. Va, & thoi di€m hién tai thi ¢6 hoi bat 1gi.”

Kaoru cin mdi.

“T6i dinh chinh lai loi ban ndy. N6i that 1ong thi tdi nghi ngo’ phu nhan
Mashiba. T6i tin cd ta it nhi€u c6 li€n quan dén cdi chét ctia anh Mashiba.
Du nguwoi khac ¢6 th€ danh gia t6i 1a ngoan c¢d.”

“Hung hang th€". Chealng giong c¢6 chut nao nhi.” Yukawa hai hwde nhin
vai. “Né&u t6i khong nhdm, can ctr d€ cd nghi ngo’ phu nhan 1a ma’y ly sam-
panh thi phai. Khong cdt ching vao ti chén la viéc khong tw nhién, ding
khong?”

“Con nwra. Phu nhan Mashiba bi€t v€ vy an vao dém xay ra sy viéc. C6
tin nhén thoai cong an d¢€ lai do khong lién lac dwoc. T6i di nghe anh cong
an thyc hién cudc goi d6 k€& lai. Anh ta d€ lai tin nhin 1a: Téi muén thong
bdo viéc khan cdp lién quan dén chong chi, rat mong nhdn dwoc lién lac
cia chi. Vay 1a, khodng 12 gio dém anh ta nhan dwoc dién thoai cia phu
nhan va da k€ dai khdi tinh hinh. Pwong nhién, thoi di€m do, anh ta khong
néi d€n kha nang nan nhan bj sat hai.”

“Hwm, th€ thi sao?”

“Ngay ti¢p theo, phu nhan vé thi d6 bang chuyén bay sé'm nhat. Toi va
Kusanagi di don, khi ng6i trén xe co 2y goi cho Wakayama Hiromi. Luc
do, cd &y ndéi, Hiromi, vdt vd cho em r6i.” Utsumi vira h'0i tedng via ti€p
tuc néi. “Khodnh khic d6, tdi da thay ky la.”

“Vat vd cho em roi a?” Yukawa gd ngon tay tro vao dau goi. “Tw cau d6
ma hinh dung thi k€ tt ldc nghe c6ng an thong bdo vé vu an cho dén budi

sang, phu nhan khong hé néi chuyén voi Wakayama Hiromi nhi.”



“Qua khong hd danh. Biéu t6i mudn ndi ding la nhw vay.” Xéac nhan
dwoc Yukawa duwong nhw ¢6 cling nghi van v&i minh, Kaoru bat gidc mim
cwoi. “Phu nhan Mashiba giao chia khéa nha cho Hiromi. Trudc d6 c6 ay
da nhan ra md&i quan hé ciia Wakayama Hiromi va anh Mashiba. Nghe tin
chong qua doi mot cach dang ngo, phan tng binh thwong sé 1a goi dién
ngay cho Wakayama Hiromi ding khong nao? Khong nhwng thé€, nha
Mashiba con ¢é ban la vor chong Ikai, nhwng ¢6 &y cling khong lién lac véi
ho. That khong the hieu dworc.”

“Vay canh sat hinh sy Utsumi suy luan thé nao vé chuyén d6?”

“T6i nghi, phu nhan khéng goi dién thoai cho cd Wakayama Hiromi va
v chong Ikai 1a vi viéc d6 khdng cén thiét. Pa twong tdn vé cdi chét bat
thwong ciia chdng nén khong can phai nghe ngéng tinh hinh chi ti€t tw bat
ky ai nwra.”

Yukawa cwoi ddy an y, anh dui miii.

“Co da ndi suy luan d6 vai ai chwa?”

“Poi tredng Mamiya.”

“C0 khong néi voi Kusanagi a?”

“Cé néi thi chic chin anh &Yy ciing coi thuong, cho d6 chi 14 cdm tinh.”

Yukawa nhan mat dirng day, ti€n lai gan b'on rira.

“Ctr dinh ninh nhw viy d€ lam gi ch. Toi ndéi mot diéu cé thé€ hoi la,
nhung cdu ta 1a mot di€u tra vién ra't wu td ddy. Du c6 danh it nhiéu cam
tinh dic biét cho ké tinh nghi thi cling khong ddnh ma't sy tinh tdo dau. Qua
that, néu nghe nhitng gi ¢d vira néi, chic ciu ta ciing khong thay ddi suy
nghi ngay 1ap tirc. C6 th€ dodn trwede la lic dau s€ phan d6i ngay. Tuy

nhién, ciu ta khong phai ki€u ngwoi coi nhe y ki€n ctia ngwoi khac. Chac



chin cu ta s& suy nghi vé vAn dé d6 theo cich clia minh. K&t qua 13, du
dan t&i k&t ludn khong nhr mong doi clia ban than, sau d6 Kusanagi van
khong lam ngo’ dau.”

“Tién sinh tin twed'ng anh &y nhi.”

“Ne€u khong, to1 da ch?ing hop tac diéu tra nhiéu Tan.” Yukawa twoi cwoi
khoe ham riing tring, bat dau cho bot vao mdy pha ca phé.

“Tién sinh thdy thé&' nao? Cach nghi cfa t6i c6 ba't thwong khong?”

“Khong hé, nhan xét cuc ky logic diy. Biét tin chong mat thi cd ging
hét strc d€ c6 thong tin mai 1a binh thwong. Phu nhan ma khong lién lac
voi ai qua 1a khong ty nhién.”

“May qua.”

“Vi t6i 1a nguoi 1am khoa hoc. Néu héi t6i chon cdi nao gitra gia thuyét
khong ty nhién vé mat tam 1y va gia thuy€t ba't kha vé mat vat ly, du c6 doi
chit mién cwong, tdi van phai chon gid thuyét thir nha't. N&u “thiét bj hen
gio” bd thudc ddc vao 4m dun nidm ngodi suy luin cla toi thi cAu chuyén
lai khac.” Yukawa rét nwdc mdy vao mdy pha ca phé. “Nan nhéan chi dung
nwdc dong chai d€ pha ca phé, chaalng hi€u mui vi khac nhau dé€n dau nhi.”

“Khong phai do mui vi th€ nao ma vi strc khde. Thyc sy thi phu nhan
van diing nuéc mdy khi khong c6 mit Mashiba. Chic t6i k&' r'oi, Wakayama
Hiromi cling khai da dung nwdc may vao sang hom Chad nhat.”

“Tém lai 1a nguoi thye sy stt dung nwde dong chai chi ¢6 nan nhan thoi
ar’

“Chinh vi th&, bd chat doc vao chai nwdc la gid thuyét co sirc thuyét
phuc.”

“Phong nghién ctru phdp y ciling khéng tim dwoe gi nén gia thuyét ay



phai bd di chk?”

“Nhwng khong tim thdy cling dau c6 nghia kha nang bd doc vao chai
nwoe 12 con s 0. Trén thyce & van ¢6 ngwoi ludn rira sach chai nhya trede
khi virt bd ma.”

“Loai dwore rivra thweong 1a chai dwng tra hodc nwdc hoa qua chir. Liéu ho
cé rira chai dyng nwde loc khéng?”

“Con nguoi ¢ mot thir goi 1a théi quen.”

“N6i vay cling diing. N&u th&” thi thd pham may mén kinh khing. Nhor
thoi quen cfia nan nhan ma con dwong ha ddc khong xac dinh dworc.”

“Chuyén 2y thi, gia dinh phu nhan Ia thd pham nhé,” Kaoru tham do
bi€u cam cda Yukawa. “Tdi ti€p tuc suy luin theo huwdng nay khong sao
chi?”

Yukawa n& nu cwoi kho sé.

“Purng ban tdm. Chuing toi cling thwong xuyén dit ra cac gia thuyét. Hau
hét 1a bj pht dinh ngay tir gd'c ré. N&u gid dinh phu nhan 1a thi pham thi ¢6
gi hay nao?”

“Voén di, ngwoi noi ra viéc anh Mashiba chi dung nwde déng chai chinh
la phu nhan. Theo Kusanagi, c6 ta ma bd thudc ddc vao nwde thi sé chéng
cd tinh ndi ra diéu d6, nhung téi nghi ngwoe lai. Phai chidng y d6 cua cd ta
la, n€u sm mudn gi chd't doc ciing bi phat hién trong chai nwdce thi ndi ra
trede s€ bot dwgre doi chit nghi ngo. Nhwng cha't ddc lai khong bi phat
hién. Thanh that 13 t6i cling hoang mang. N&u c¢d ta 12 thd pham va bing
phwong phép nao d6 chuahn bj sdn chat doc trong 4m dun nwde, thi chéng
¢ 1y do gi d€ ¢6 tinh cho cdng an biét viéc anh Mashiba chi ding nwdc
dong chai. Biét dau viéc chat doc khdng dwore tim thdy trong chai nuwdc la

diéu bat ngor d6i voi chinh ¢ ta.”



Vé mat Yukawa dan tré nén nghi€ém tdc trong khi nghe Kaoru néi. Anh

nhin chim cham vao hoi nwde thodt ra tir may pha ci phé.

“Ttc 1a phu nhan khong nghi dé€n viéc Mashiba s€ rira chai nwéc?”

“Néu t6i 1a phu nhén thi khéng. Thong thwong, ¢6 1€ chi tinh dén viéc
chai nwdc con sét doc t6 s€ dwoe tim thdy & hién trwong thdi. Nhwng
Mashiba dung hét nwdc c¢é doc d€ pha ca phé. Sau do rira cdi chai trong ldc
cho nwde s6i. Vi phu nhan khdng biét viéc d6 nén mai di tred'c mot buoc,
goi ¥ v&i cong an rang c6 18 thd pham da bd doc vao chai nwde. N&u nghi
nhw vay thi ta't ca dién bién déu dn khép.”

Yukawa gat dau, dwa ngon tay trd 1én day gong kinh.

“Co6 vé kha thi v€ mét 1y luan day.”

“To6i cling bi€t con nhiéu di€m khong tw nhién. Nhung, thyc sy c6 kha
nang do.”

“Pung th&. Nhung ¢ cach nao chirng minh khong nhi?”’

“Khong. Ti&c 12 nhw vay.” Kaoru cin moi.

Yukawa go binh dung khdi mdy pha ca phé. Anh rét ca phé vao hai
chi€c coc, dwa mot chi€c ve phia Kaoru.

“Cam on anh,” c6 cam Iy nd.

“C6 khi nao cac nguoi la dong bon khong nhi?” Yukawa noi.

“Ha?”

“T6i dang héi, c6 két hop v&i Kusanagi d€ Itra tdi dung khong?”

“Lura tién sinh? Tai sao ch@?”

“T6i da ca quyé&t khong phdi hop vai cong an ma lai bi choc ding vao
tdm 1y wa tim toi khdm pha tri thirc. Chuyén yéu dwong cia Kusanagi, thir

gia vi ¢c6 mui thom nguy hi€m da phat huy tac dung da’y.” Yukawa cwoi nira



miéng va udng ca phé mot cach ngon lanh.



K

Tiém h'ong tra “Ku-ze” & Nihonbashi Odenmachou.

Nam bén trong tAng mot clia mdt cao §c vin phong, ngay gan dé 1a phd’
Suitengu voi hang loat cdc ngan hang, ¢6 th€ hinh dung dwoc quang canh
vao gio’ nghi trra nhon nhip b&i béng dang nhirng phu ntx cdng sé.

Kusanagi di qua canh ctra kinh, thdy tried'c mat 1a quay ban 14 tra. Anh
da tim hi€u tredc va bi€t ho c6 trén nam muwoi loai h'ong tra khac nhau.
Phia trong cling dwgrc bd tri thanh phong tra. Vao khoang thoi gian 16 ¢
fam 4 gio’ chiéu s€ thdy thap thoang chi em phu nitr d&€n mua hang. C6 ca
nhirng nguoi dang doc tap chi, nhin dong phuc la bi€t rd nhan vién cong ty
nao. Khong thad’y khach hang nam gidi.

Mot nir phuc vu ban véc ngudi nhd bé trong trang phuc mau tring tién
lai gan anh.

“Kinh chao quy khach. Quy khich d&n mot minh a?” Tuy twoi cwoi
nhung dau d6 van thoang nét nghi ngai. C6 1& vi anh khong gidng ki€u

khach dén tiém h'dng tra mot minh.



T6i di m¢t minh, nghe Kusanagi d4p, nit phuc vu ban vin gitt vé mit
twoi cwoi, dan anh ra gh& ng'6i. D6 12 vi tri & sét twong.

Trong menu 12 mdt loat tén cdc loai h'dng trd ma dén hom qua van con la
lung v&i Kusanagi. Nhwng ldc nay thi anh da bi€t mot s& loai va cling da
dung qua. Pay Ia tiém h'6ng tra th tw ma anh tim dén.

Kusanagi vdy c¢O phuc vu khi ndy va goi tra chai. O tiém tra trede do,
anh dwgc biét diy la loai dwore dun tr h'ong tra Assam va stra. Anh kha
thich va mudn uéng thém mdt coc nwra.

“Vang, va, toéi la...” anh chia danh thi€p v€ phia c6 géi. “To6i cé chut
viéc mudn hoi, c6 cé thé€ goi chu ti€m gitim khong?”

Vwra nhin thdy ndi dung trén danh thi€p, nu cwoi trén khudén mat ni
phuc vu vut tit. Kusanagi voi vang xua tay.

“Khong ¢6 chuyén gi nghiém trong nén c6 dwng lo, tdi chi mudn hoi vé
khach hang th6i.”

“Véng, vay anh cho’ cho mot chut.”

“Xin nho’ ¢6,” Kusanagi dap. Anh v6n dinh nhan tién hdi xem c6 dwoc
hit thudc hay khong nhung lai thoi. Pap vio mét anh 14 chi dAn ddn trén
twong voi ndi dung khong hiit thud'c & moi chd ng'di trong tiém.

Anh lai nhin quanh bén trong ctra tiém. Khong gian tinh lang. Céach bai
tri r't thodi mdi nén cdc ciip d6i néu c6 vao day chic s& khong can phai ban
tdm dén khach & ban bén. Mashiba Yoshitaka ma ghé t&i cling khong dang
ngac nhién.

Tuy nhién, Kusanagi khong dim ky vong qua nhi€u. Ba ctra ti€m anh
dén truedrc d6 ciing tao 4n twong twong tuw.

Chang may ch&c, mot ngwoi phu nir d€n tred'c mat anh. Ao vest mau



den khodc bén ngoai chiéc so' mi tring, v& mit nhu mi. Cd trang di€m nhe,
toc budc gon gang veé phia sau. Anh doan c6 khoang ba muoi 1am tudi.

“Xin héi ¢6 chuyén gi thé"a?”

“Co6 la chu ti€ém a?”

“Vang. T61 tén 1a Hamada.”

“Xin 161 vi 1am phién gitra gio 1am viéc cta ¢d. M&i ¢6 ng6i.” Anh chi
chi€c gh& ddi dién va 187y tw trong tdi ra mdt tA'm hinh. Anh chup Mashiba
Yoshitaka. “T6i dang di€u tra mot vu viéc, nhan vt nay cé ting dén day
khong? T6i nghi ¢6 1€ phai twr hai nam truede.”

Chut tiém Hamada nhédn 18y t&m hinh, nhin ky r6i nghiéng dau nghi
ngo'i.

“T6i c6 cam giac 1a da thady ho nhwng khong dam khflng dinh. Mdi ngay
déu c6 nhiéu khach dén va khong thé cham chiam nhin vao mat ho dwoc.”

Cau tra loi ctia ngeoi phu nir dai khdi ciing giong nhirtng gi anh dwoc
nghe khi hdi tham & ba ctra ti€ém khéc.

“Vay a. Toi nghi chic anh ta s& di cling nguoi yéu.”

Anh can than n6i thém nhuwng c6 chi mim cwoi va nghiéng dau ndi.

“Cdc cap doéi dén tiém ching t6i cling ra't ddong.” Co6 dit birc anh xudng
mat ban.

Kusanagi gat dau, cueoi nhe dap lai. Anh da chuan bi tredre tinh than nén
khong dén ndi tha't vong. Nhwng, rd rang cam giac chay don chay ddo mot
cdch vo vong bét dau nhen 1én.

“Chuyén anh can hdi chi c6 vay thoi a?”

“Vang, thé'1a dwoc roi.”

Cha tiém vura dirng ddy thi nhan vién phuc vu khi nay bwng tra dé€n. C6



ta sap dit tdch trd xudng ban thi nhin thi'y birc anh & d6, 1ién dirng tay lai.

“A., xin 16i.” Kusanagi nhi’c n6 1én.

Nhung c6 gdi vin khdng dit tdch tra xudng ma lién tuc chd'p mét nhin
anh.

“Sao thé?” Anh hdi.

“Vi khach d6, c¢6 chuyén gi vay a?” Co rut re hoi.

Kusanagi mé to mét roi lai dwa birc &nh vé phia co géi.

“C0... biét ngwoi nay a?”

“Co6 th€ noi 1a bi€t khong nhi... d6 1a mdt khach hang.”

Duwong nhw nghe thd’y ¢6 gai néi, cha tiém Hamada 1ién quay lai.

“Thata?”

“Vang, chic t6i khong nham dau. Vi tdi da nhin tha’y anh ta vai [4n.”

Giong diéu khong chic chin nhung cé thé tha’y ¢d t tin vao tri nhé cla
minh.

“T6i nho ¢6 gédi nay mdt chit dwore khong?” Kusanagi hdi chua tiém
Hamada.

“Vang, xin moi.”

Vwra didng ldc ¢6 khiach méi bwdc vao. Cha tiém Hamada lién quay vé
phia ho.

Kusanagi moi nir phuc vu ban ng'di xuéng gh&” doi dién.

“Cd nhin tha’y anh ta vio khoang thoi gian nao?” Kusanagi bit dau hoi.

“T6i nghi Tan d4u tién l1a khoang ba nam trwdc. Lic d6 tdi vira vao lam
viéc, tén céc loai tra chwa nim r6 nén gy ric rdi. Vi the tdi m&i nhd.”

“Anh ta di mOt minh a?”



“Khong, luon di cung vo.”

“Vo? Ngwoi phu niv d6 trong thé nao?”

“Mot nguoi ¢6 mai téc dai va xinh dep. Nét mat nhin nhw con lai.”

Chdc khong phdi Mashiba Ayane rdi, Kusanagi nghi. Ayane thi o rang 12
mdt my nhan kieu Nhat.

“Tudi tac thi sao?”

“C6 1€ ngoai ba mwoi mot chiit, ciing c6 the'la hon the”.”

“Hai ngwoi d6 néi ho 1a vgr chong?”

“Viéc d6 thi,” co6 phuc vu nghiéng dau. “Chéc do toi ctt twdng vay thoi.
Nhung trong ho nhw vo chong ay. Ho ¢6 vé ra't than mat, c6 Tan nhw ghé
vao day sau khi di mua sdm.”

“Co con nho gi vé nguoi phu nit d6 khong? Chi tié€t rat nhd nao ciing
dwoc.”

P6i méit co phuc vu hién Ién vé bdi r6i. Kusanagi tham nghi, Cé Ié ¢é ta
dang hoi hdn vi budt miéng noi minh biét ngwo'i trong biec hinh.

“Khong bi€t viéc nay c6 phai la t6i Iam twdng hay khong.” Co ngip
ngwng. “Téi nghi ¢d &y 1a ngwoi vé tranh.”

“Ve tranh... y ¢0 la hoa si?”

Co gai gt dau roi nguwde nhin anh.

“C6 lic ¢6 &y mang theo sO phac hoa hoac hop chir nhat to co nay,” cd
md& hai tay thanh khodng rong c& 60 centimét. “Cdi hop bing pheamg.”

“C0 khong nhin th@y dwgrc bén trong ding khong?”

“T61 khong thdy.” Co6 cui xudng.

Kusanagi nh¢ lai loi k€ cia Wakayama Hiromi. Mashiba Yoshitaka tirng

hen ho v&i mot cd gédi lam cdng viée lién quan d&€n nganh xud't ban, cling



trng ra sach.

Hoa s ma ra sach thi chic s& 1a nhitng cudn tap hop cic bic tranh.
Nhung Wakayama Hiromi con néi ring, Mashiba Yoshitaka cam tha’y phién
phirc vi phai néu cam twdng vé nhirng cuén sach. Anh nghi, néu d6 1a tap
hop tranh anh thi cting khong ¢6 gi qua thu vi.

“Con an teong nao khac nra khong?” Kusanagi hoi.

C6 phuc vu nghiéng dau nghi ngei r'6i nhin anh vé tham do.

“Hai ngwoi d6, ho khong phai vor chong a?”

“Chéc chén 13 c6 nham, nhung sao th&?”

“Khong, chealng phéi chuyén gi to tat,” c6 dat tay 1én ma. “Tdi cd cam
giac ho néi chuyén vé con cdi. Ki€u nhr 1a muén sé'm c6 con. Nhwng t6i
khong dam chéc. C6 the tdi nhAm vé&i cip doi khéac.”

Van 12 giong thi€u tw tin nhung Kusanagi tin ky trc ctia c6 gdi 1a chinh
xdc. Khong 1an vao dau duwoc. CO6 gdi chic chin dang k& vé Mashiba
Yoshitaka va cd ngwoi yéu ngay dé. Cudi cung cling tim dworc manh mdi.
Long anh phadn chdn hon mot chut.

Anh cam on va “budng tha” cd phuc vu. V&i tay 18y tach tra chai. Tuy
hoi ngudi nhwng hwong thom va vi ngot ctia stra va tra pha tron v&i nhau
mot cach tuyét hao.

Udng voi d@&n nira tach tra, anh bit dAu suy nghi phdi 1am gi d€ x4c nhan
than phan cta c6 géi c6 vé la hoa si &y thi dién thoai di dong bdo c6 cudc
goi d&n. Nhin vao man hinh, anh ngac nhién vi nguoi goi la Yukawa. Anh
md& mdy, van d€ y khdch hang xung quanh. “Kusanagi nghe day.”

“T6i Yukawa day. Bay gio’ néi chuyén dwoc khong?”

“Toi dang & mdt chd khé ¢6 the ndi to tiéng, nhwng dwoe. Hi€m hoi lam



sao, anh cha dong lién lac co’ da’y. Chuyén gi vay?”

“T6i ¢6 viec mudn trao d6i. Hom nay cé sip x&p duwoc thoi gian
khong?”

“Ne€u la viéc quan trong thi ta't nhién la dwoc. Viéc thé nao day?”

“Chi ti€t thi t6i mudn gdp nhau da, nhwng néi tredre 1a trao doi vE cong
viéc cua cac cau thoi.”

Kusanagi thé dai.

“Cau v¢&i Utsumi, hai ngwoi lai dang 1én 1dt 1am gi a?”

“Vi khong mudn lam Ién it nén m&i goi dién thé nay ddy. Cau mudn
gap hay khong nao?”

Kusanagi cwoi kho sé&, thAm nghi sao ma tén nay ldc nao cling 1an lwdt
minh nhw vay.

“Biét r'oi. T6i phai di dau nao?”

“Pja di€m thi thy ciu chon. Ma, n&u dwoc thi chd nao khong cho hiit

thudc la tot nha't.” Yukawa ao ao noi.

Cudi cung ho hen nhau & mdt quan nwde canh ga Shinagawa. Gan khach
san ma Ayane dang ¢&. Anh dinh s€ hdi cd vé nir hoa si n€u s¢m xong viéc
voi Yukawa.

Vwra budc vao quan da thd'y Yukawa & d6. Céu ta dang doc cdi gi d6 ¢6
vé 1a tap chi trén chiéc gh& trong cling & khu vire khong hiit thudc. Pa sip
sang dong, th&¢’ ma c4u ta vAn mic 4o thun cdc tay. Cé mot chiéc do jacket
bang da mau den dit & ghé bén canh.

Kusanagi ti€n lai gan va dwng & phia d6i dién. Nhwng Yukawa khong



bu'dn ngang mat Ién.

“Poc gi ma cham chd th&?” Anh ca't 1o va kéo gh& ngoi.

Yukawa chflng heé td ra ngac nhién, chi tay vao cudn tap chi dang doc.

“Tin vé khung long. Gidi thiéu mo6t ky sw vé ky thudt chup CT hoa
thach.”

C6 vé cu ta van d€y va biét Kusanagi da dén.

“Tap chi khoa hoc a? Chup CT xwong khing long thi ¢ gi hay ho chix?”

“Khong phai 13 xwong. Nghién ciru bang cich chup CT héa thach.”
Yukawa cudi cling ciing ngang mit 1én, dua tay chinh lai mét kinh.

“Nhuw nhau thoi. Héa thach khing long toan 1a xwong con gi nira.”

Yukawa nheo d6i mét sau cip kinh ra chiéu thich thd.

“Nguwoi dan 6ng nhw cdu qua la khéng lam t6i tha't vong. Cau ludn tra
loi diing dw dodn ctia t6i.”

“Lai xem tdi nhw thang ngdc day.”

Phuc vu ban dén, anh goi nwdre ép ca chua.

“Chon @6 udng la nhi. Y thitc vi sitc khde 47"

“Puwng d€’ y. T6i khong c6 hirng véi tra hay ca phé thoi. Ma cé viéce gi
thé? Mau vao chua dé chinh di.”

“T6i vAn mudn noi thém mot chiit vé héa thach, nhung thoi cling dwgce.”
Yukawa cam tdch ca phé Ién. “Cau da nghe danh gid cua bén gidm dinh vé
thu thuat ha doc chwa?”

“Nghe roi. Tro ma ciu nghi ra nha't dinh sé de€ lai da'u vé€t. Ma nhu thé&’
thi kha niing né dworc dung trong vu nay 12 0. Pén ca Galile cling méic sai
fam nhi.”

“Nha't dinh hodc kha niing bing 0 12 nhitng céch néi khong cé tinh khoa



hoc. T6i néi ludn, chi vi dwa ra gia thuy&t khong chinh xdc ma bi phéan la
méc sai [Am thi that tha't vong. Ma thdi, cau khong phai nha khoa hoc nén
to1 s€ cho qua.”

“Nay, néu mién cuedng nhan thua thi cir thaalng thdn hon mot chit ¢c6 hon
khong?”

“Thua a? Toi chgng hé nghi th€". Gid thuyét bi sup do chinh la thu hoach.
Vi cac kha nang s€ thu hep lai. Con dwong bd ddc vao ca phé loai bo duoc
thém mot gid dinh.”

Nuéce ép ca chua dwgec mang téi. Kusanagi khong dung 6ng hdt ma
udng ung wc mot hoi. Trede d6 chi udng mdi tra nén anh thd’y cam gidc
kich thich m&i mé trén dau lvoi.

“Con dwong chi ¢c6 mot thoéi.” Kusanagi néi. “Ai d6 da cho vao &m dun.
Wakayama Hiromi hodc né€u khong phdi c¢6 ta thi s€ la nhan vat dwoc
Mashiba Yoshitaka moi dé€n vao ngay Chu nhat.”

“Ttc 1a cau phu nhan kha nang cha't doc dwoc hoa vao nwde a?”

Kusanagi biu mdi sau cau n6i cia Yukawa.

“T6i tin vao t0 giam dinh cling nhw phong nghién ctru phdp y. Ma ho thi
khong tim thdy chd't ddc trong cac chai nhya. C6 nghia la cha't doc khong
dwore pha vao nwdce.”

“C6 Utsumi dit gia thi€t cac chai nhya da dwore riva.”

“T6i bi€t roi. Nan nhan ty rira chir gi? T6i dam cwoc chflng cO ai lai rira
chai nwdre rong cd.”

“Nhwng kha ndng khdng phai 1a con s6°0 ma.”

Kusanagi thd hét ra ding miii.

“Cau danh cwoe vao cdi kha nang ra't it &y a? Vay thi ¢ ty nhién. Con



to1 s€ chon 161 di hop ly.”

“Ping, tdi thra nhan hweong di cda cdu 1a hop 1y. C6 diéu, moi chuyén
déu c6 cai goi 1a van nhat. Kién tri voi ty 1€ &y 1a can thi€t trong thé gidi
khoa hoc.” Yukawa hwdng vé anh v&i anh mat nghi€m tdic. “T6i ¢6 viée
¢an nho cau.”

“Gi vay?”

“T6i mudn quan sat dinh thy Mashiba mot Ian ntra. C6 the cho tdi vao
trong d6 khong? T61 bi€t cdu mang theo chia khda ng6i nha do6.”

usanagi nhin ngwoc lai nha vat 1y hoc ky di.

K h woe lai nha vat 1y hoc ky d

“Cau noi gi co’? Hom trede Utsumi dan anh vao roi co ma?”

“Pi€m nhin cua t6i gio’ khac véi lic ay.”

“Pi€m nhin nao co’?”

“Bao do la cach nghi hét sirc don gian cling dwoe. Co the téi da pham
sai [am. Va t61 mudn xac nhan diéu d6.”

Kusanagi go gd ngén trd vao ban.

“La thé nao? N6i han hoi di.”

“Dén dé va n€u tdi xac nhan dwoce sai sot thi s€ néi. Nhuw the cling 1a vi
cdu nura.”

Kusanagi dwa lwng vao gh€’, anh thé dai.

“Tém lai cAu am muu gi thé? Cau thwong lwong gi véi Utsumi r'6i?”

“Thwong lwgng? Ciu ndi gi thé”?” Yukawa cwoi khiic khich. “Pwng nghi
ngo'. Toi néi r'oi con gi. Pon gidn 1a ¢ bi an giy hirng thi véi tu cach nha
khoa hoc nén t6i m&i thie hop tdc. B&i thé’, néu hét thd vi 1a toi rat lui nga

' : y
14p tirc. Vi mudn dwa ra phan dodn cudi cling &y nén m&i nho cdu cho xem

ngdi nha mot [an nwra.”



Kusanagi nhin xody vao d6i mét ngwdi ban. Yukawa d4p lai anh bang vé
tung ting.

Kusanagi hoan toan khong hi€u c4u ta dang nghi gi. Nhwng van nhr moi
khi. D khong hi€u, Kusanagi van tin twdng va nhé nhing IAn dwge ciu ta
gitp do.

“T6i s€ thir goi dién cho phu nhian. Cho mot chit nhé.” Anh vira dirng
day vwra 18y may di dong.

Anh ra chd khéc goi dién. Ayane nhi'c mdy, Kusanagi vira dwa tay 1én
che miéng vira hdi xem by gior ¢ th€ vao nha cd dwoe hay khdng.

“Toi xin 10i vi ndm T4n bdy lwot yéu cAu thé& ndy nhung ¢ viéc nhat
dinh cén ki€m ching.”

Anh nghe duorc ti€ng Ayane khé thd ra.

“Anh dwng qué ban tdm nhw vay. D€ phuc vu diéu tra, t6i nghi viéc dé la
dwong nhién thoi. Xin trong ciy vao anh.”

“Xin 16i cd, nhan tién tdi sé twdi nwde cho hoa.”

“Céam on anh. Vay thi t6t qua.”

Kusanagi két thiic cudc goi roi trd lai chd ngdi. Yukawa ngang du nhin
nhuw dang quan sét anh.

“C6 gi mudn néi a?”

“Sao ciu phai ra chd khdc goi dién? C6 chuyén khong mudn t6i nghe
tha'y a?”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Xin phép vao nha ho. Chi c6 vay.”

“Hum.”

“Sao nao? Lai gi nwra day?”

“Khong, chéng c6 gi. Chi ¢6 di€u, dang vé cau khi goi dién lam t6i nghi



dén nhan vién ban hang dang tro chuyén v&i khach hang than thi€t. Do
phwong la ngwoi phai cw x& than trong dén thé cor a?”

“Vao ngdi nha ma ho dang ving mit d&y. Can than 13 t't nhién ro6i.”
Kusanagi ¢Am 13y t& héa don trén ban. “Pi thoi. Sip mudn roi.”

T nha ga, ho di chuyén bang taxi. Yukawa mé cudn tap chi khoa hoc
ldc trude.

“Céau c6 bao hoa thach khing long chi la xwong, nhwng bén trong céch
nghi d6 da an mot céi by nghiém trong. Vi né ma ra't nhiéu céc nha cd sinh
vat hoc da lang phi lwong 1on céc tw liéu quy gia.”

Trong long khong hao hirng nhung Kusanagi van ti€p chuyén.

“Hoéa thach khiing long ma t6i thdy ¢ bao tang déu la xwong cd.”

“Puing thé. Vi tredc diy ho chi d€ lai xwong. Nhirng phéan khac déu
mang vut ca.”

“La sao?”

“Pang dao h6 thi phat hién xwong khing long. Cic hoc gia hao hirng
dao x&i. Ho bd hét di't bam vao xwong, dwng 1én bd xwong khing long
khong I'6. R'6i, ho bat dau suy nghi xem cé ding 13 con khing long bao
chia thi cdi cdm th& nay hay khong? Tay n6 ngén th¢ nay co’ a? Nim 2000,
¢6 nhém nghién ctru no khong bd phin da't trén héa thach dao dwoc ma cr
th&" mang chup CT, thtt tao tranh 3D cho cdu tao bén trong. K&t qua, cai
hién ra chinh la qua tim. Phan dat bén trong khung xwong ma cho dén lic
d6 ngudi ta van bo di, héa ra ching phai th gi khdc ngodi cdc cor quan noi
tang con soét lai, gitr nguyén hinh ddng nhw lic ching con s6ng. Hién nay,
viéc chyp CT héa thach khing long da tr¢ thanh ky thuat chuan muc cua

cac nha c0 sinh vat hoc.”



Hirm, Kusanagi chdm chap phan (ng. “Chuyén dé qua la tha vi day.
Nhwng né li€n quan gi dén viéc Tan nay? Hay chi don gidn 1a chuyén phi€m
thoi?”

“L’an dau biét ciu chuyén nay, t6i nghi n6 qua la cd lrra ngoan muc ma
khoang thoi gian may tri€u nam lam ra. Khong th€ ché trach nhirng hoc gia
da bd di phéan dat bén trong khi tim thdy xwong khing long. Viéc ho cho
ring nhitng gi con sét lai chi cé xwong 4u cling rat binh thudng, ¥ dinh dua
ching 1én d€ lam cac tiéu ban dep d€ la dwong nhién d6i voi cac nha
nghién ctru. Tuy nhién, that lang phi vi chinh ddm da‘t bi loai bd mé&i ¢6 y
nghia quan trong nhat.” Yukawa dong tap chi lai. “Cau c6 thdy thi thoang
t6i vin nhic ciu chuyén vé phwong phép loai trir khong. Bang viéc di dén
cung twng gia thuy€t cé the nghi tdi, ta c¢6 the€ xac dinh dwgre chi mot sy
that duy nha't. Hiém mot ndi, néu cdch dit gid thuy&t nham 1an co ban s&
dan t¢i két qua vo cling nguy hiém. Qud tip trung vao viéc thu thip xwong
khiing long r'di bd di ma't phAn quan trong 1a chuyén thi thoang van xay ra.”

Kusanagi hi€u ra, c6 vé Yukawa chging bang quo nd1 vE chuyén khong
lién quan dén vu 4n.

“Y cau la cdch suy luan vé phuwong thirc pha tron cha't doc cé gi nham
14n 2?7

“T6i chuan bj xac nhan day. C6 khi nao thd pham lai 1a mét nha khoa

hoc ra't gidi khéng?” Yukawa nhw dang néi véi chinh minh.

Dinh thy Mashiba v6 ciing yén ang. Kusanagi 14"y chia khéa trong tdi ra.
Hai chié€c chia khoa ctra da dwgrc Kusanagi mang dén khach san trd lai cho

Ayane nhung ¢6 chi nhan mot chiéc. Ly do 1a cong an ¢6 the van cin dung



va tam thoi ban than ciing khong dinh vé nha.

“Chuyén hiu sy xong roi ding khéong? Khong cing dwong & nha thi
phai.” Yukawa vira cdi giay vira noi.

“Chéic t6i chwa néi. Mashiba Yoshitaka 13 ngwdi khong theo ton gido
nao, tang 1& ciling dwoe thay bing 1& dang hoa. Hda tdng rdi nhung c6 18
ciing khong lam 1€ ciing tuan dau.”

“Ra la vay, hop 1y d@’y. Khi nao t6i chét cau cling lam thé” dwgrc khong?”

“Puoc qué di chir. B t6i 1am chil sy tang 1& cho.”

Budc vao nha, Yukawa Iién di doc theo hanh lang. Vira nhin theo ciu ta
Kusanagi vira di 1én cau thang, m& ctra phong ngt cia vor chdng gia cha.
Anh m¢& ctra sO ban cOng trong cung roi voi tay 18y binh twdi 1on d€ ngoai
d6. Pay la cdi binh twdi Kusanagi mua & ctra hang ban vat dung tan trang
nha ctra hdm triedre khi Ayane nho’ anh twdi hoa.

Anh mang cdi binh xu6ng tang mot. Budc vao phong khach r'oi ngé can
bé&p ding ldc Yukawa dang dom bén dwdi bon ria.

“Twdng ciu xem chd d6 roi?” Anh ci't ti€ng hoi tir phia sau.

“Trong gidi hinh sy ¢6 cau “Hién treong phai diéu tra mot tram Tan”
ding khong?” Yukawa soi sang bén trong bang chiéc dén but. Chic ciu ta
mang theo n6 dén day. “Pung la khong c6 da'u v€t dung cham.”

“Rot cudc cau dang tim gi vay?”

“Quay lai di€m mau chdt ban dau. Du c6 tim thay héa thach khing long
thi Tan nay tuyét d6i khong dwoc bat can phai sach dat cat.” Vua quay lai
nhin Kusanagi, 4nh mét Yukawa lién tr& nén ngo vire. “Cdi gi thé? Mén d'd
Xy?”

“Nhin ma khong hiéu 2? Binh twéi cdy.”



“N6i méi nhd, Tan trege cdu ciing bét Kishitani di twdi cAy nhi. Lai con
tuyén bd dai khdi 1a tir gior cong an ciing nén cd ging gidp do.”

“Cau mudn ndi gi thi néi.” Kusanagi day Yukawa sang mot bén, mé voi.
Anh bét d4u x4 manh nwdc vao binh tudi.

“Cai binh to nhi. Ngoai virorn khéng ¢6 voi a?”

“Pay la nwde twdi hoa trén tang hai. Ban cdng nhiéu b'on hoa 14m.”

“Va't va cho cau qua.”

Mac k& 1o bi bdi cia Yukawa, Kusanagi roi khéi phong. Anh 1én tang
hai twdi nede cho hoa. Dau khong biét tén hAu hét cdc loai hoa nhung c6
the thd'y bong nao ciing hoi thi€u sirc s6ng. Kusanagi thdm nhu tw gio’ nén
qua day twdi nwde hai ngay mot Ian. Anh nhé ra Ayane ¢6 néi c6 dic biét
khong mudn hoa & ban cdng fang hai bi kho héo.

Twdi nwde xong, anh déng cira kinh r'éi ngay 14p tirc ra khoi phong nga.
Tuy chd nha dong y nhung anh van thd'y khong thodi mai khi & 14u trong
phong ngt ciia ngwoi khac.

Dudi tAng mot, Yukawa van dang & trong bép. Ciu ta dirng khoanh tay,
ddm dam nhin bon ria.

“Giai thich dang hoang di. Cau dang nghi gi th&”? Néu khong tra loi thi
toi s€ khong tao di€u kién nhw thé nay nwra dau.”

“Tao diéu kién?” Yukawa nhirdng mot bén 16ng may. “Ton thwong nhau
da’y nhé. Pan em cta cdu ma khong tim dén thi t6i dau cé bi cudn vao
chuyén phién phtrc nay.”

Kusanagi chdng tay vao hong, nhin nguoc lai ngwoi ban.

“To6i khong biét Utsumi trao doi thé nao voi cidu nhwng chuyén d6

khong lién quan dén t6i. HOm nay cdu mudn xem xét ngdi nha nay, n€u noéi



voi ¢6 ta c6 phai td't khong. Tai sao lai tim dén t6i?”

“Bé&i vi viéc tranh luin chi ¢é § nghia khi né dién ra gilra nhitng nguwoi
c6 y ki€n doi 1ap nhau.”

“Cau phan doi cach lam cta t6i? Khi ndy ciu ndi tdi hanh dong hop ly
co'ma?”

“To6i khdong phan d6i cdu Ian theo hwong di hop ly. Nhung tdi cling
khong th€ tdn thanh viéc pht nhan hwdng di khong hop 1y. Mot khi van con
kha ning, du it d&n dau, cling khong nén dé dang loai bd né. T6i néi di nbi
lai roi ma. Mo mét vi xeong khing long roi virt hét dat 1a ra't nguy hi€m.”

Hét stkc buc bodi, Kusanagi 1ic dau.

“Pat cat ma cqu noi la gi nao?”

“Nude.” Yukawa ddp. “Chat doc dwgrec pha vao nwede. Toi van nghi the”.”

“Va nan nhan da rita ma’y cdi chai ha?” Kusanagi nhin vai.

“Ching lién quan gi d&n may cdi chai. Nudc ¢6 th€ & chd khdc.”

g q g y
Yukawa chi tay vao bon rira. “Tw cdi voi d6 thi bao nhiéu cling ¢4.”
y

Kusanagi nghiéng d4u, nhin chdm chdm vao 4nh mit binh thin cla
Yukawa. “Nghiém tic day a?”

“V€ mat kha nang 1a ¢6.”

“T6 giam dinh da xdc nhin xong, trong nwdc mdy khong c6 gi bat
thwong.”

“Ping 1a t& giam dinh c6 phén tich thanh phdn nwd’c mdy. Nhwng muc
dich 1a d€ phan biét nwdc con sét lai trong Am dun 12 nwdc may hay nwodc

. y hay
déng chai. Pang tiéc, c6 vé khdng xdc dinh dwoc. Chic do dwoc dung da
nhiéu nam nén mat trong cai &m bam nhiéu cdn nwd’c may.”

Kusanagi da hi€u ly do khi€n Yukawa lién tuc quan sat phia dwdi bon



rtra. Anh ta x4c nhdn xem cha't doc c6 the dworc sdp dit bén trong dng nwde
hay khong.

“Nan nhan chi st dung nwé'c déng chai khi pha ca phé.”

“C6 vé thé thoi.” Yukawa néi. “Nhwng ai n6i ra diéu dé nhi?”

“La phu nhan,” dit 161 Kusanagi cin mdi, nhin Yukawa chdm chim.
“Cau nghi ngo ¢6 &y? Cau chwa gap ngwoi ta coo ma? Cau bi Utsumi tay
ndo roi.”

“Pung 12 Utsmi c6 ¥ kién cia riéng minh. Nhwng t6i dit ra gia thuyét
chi dya vao dir li€u la sy that khach quan.”

“Néu theo gia thuy€t &'y thi tha pham la phu nhan ch gi?”

“T6i thr suy nghi xem vi sao ¢6 ta lai néi v&i cau vé chuyén nwde dong
chai. Can phai chia ra hai kha ning d€ xem xét. Nan nhan chi s dung nuwdc
déng chai... l1a sy that va khong phai 1a sy that. N&u dé 1a sy that thi cheatng
con va'n dé gi. Phu nhin chi thuan tdy hd tre viéc diéu tra. C6 Utsumi c6
th€ ba't chdp diéu d6 van nghi ngo phu nhin nhwng t6i khong suy nghi
thién l&ch dé€n vay. Chuyén dang néi hon la treong hgp dé khong phai la sy
that. Néu n6i doi nhw thé thi dwong nhién phu nhan phai lién quan dén thu
pham, khi d6 nhat dinh ¢6 ta phai cé lgi twr viéc néi doi.” Yukawa li€m moi
roi ti€p tuc. “Trwede hét, cong an da nghién ctru ma’y chai nwde va xac nhin
khong tim dworc cha't doc. Madt khac, thu6c doc lai dwore tim thdy trong &'m
dun. Vi thé’ ma c6 phan dodn la rdt c6 kha nang thu pham da cho doc vao
Am dun. TAt nhién, phu nhan c6 chitng cit ngoai pham cuc ky virng chéc.”

Kusanagi 14c dau dit khodt.

“That 16" bich. K& ca phu nhan khong goi ¥ thi doi gidm dinh vAn nghién
clru nwd'c mdy va cac chai nwdc khoang. Tham chi 1o khai vEé viéc chi st

dung nwdc khodng con khi€n chirng ¢ ngoai pham cta phu nhan khéng



thanh 1ap. Thuc cha't 12 Utsumi chwa chiu bd 187 suy luan cho rang chit doc
dwore pha vao chai nwéc.”

“Ping thé ddy. Ngwoi ¢6 suy nghi gidng nhw Utsumi nhat dinh thudc
veé phia thi€u s&. Toi ban khodn, liéu loi chirng vEé chai nwdc ¢6 phai la cai
bay du dd c6 A’y hay khong?”

“Bay?”

“Nhirng nguoi nghi ngo' phu nhan khong the dit bd dwoce y twdng hoa
chat doc vao chai nwdc. Vi ho nghi 1a khdng con cach nao khac. Tuy nhién,
né&u ¢6 mot phwong phap hoan toan khac dwoe st dung thi ngwoi nao c6
chdp voi may chai nwdc s€ mai mai khong the€ Ian ra chan twong. The
chealng phai biy thi 1a gi? Néu khong diung dén nwdc dong chai...” Dang
thao thao ba't tuyét thi Yukawa dot nhién dung lai. Anh m¢& to doi mét kinh
ngac nhin vé phia sau Kusanagi.

Kusanagi cling quay lai. Va anh bj ba't ngo’ y hét Yukawa.

Ayane dang dirng trwedc ctra phong khach.
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Kusanagi ci't 11, chi vi nghi rang can phai néi gi do.

“Cam on... a, lam phién gia dinh.” N6i xong anh m&i h6i han vi thdy
loi minh vira thdt ra that ky cuc. “C6 vé xem tinh hinh a?”

“Khong, t6i mudn doi quan do... Xin hoi, vi d6 1a?” Ayane hoi.

“T6i la Yukawa. Day vat Iy & treong dai hoc Teito.” Yukawa ty gidi
thiéu.

“Giang vién dai hoc?”

“Cau &Yy la ban t6i, ching t6i ting dwoc ciu &y hop strc trong cac khau
diéu tra lién quan d&n khoa hoc. Vi thé Tan nay ciing nho’ cau ay gitp do.”

“A...th&'a.”

Ayane ¢6 vé bdi roi truedre 1ovi giai thich ctia Kusanagi. Nhwng cd khong
thic mic thém vé Yukawa ma hdi ti€p, “Gio tdi ¢ the dong vao moi chd
chwa a?”

“Khong van dé gi. Co cr thoai mdi nhé. Xin 16i vi da 1am phién 1au nhw
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vay.

“Khong sao,” Ayane dap. Co6 quay gbét vé phia hanh lang. R'6i ¢6 lai
dwng bwdc va nhin vEé phia hai ngwoi.

“T6i khong biét ¢6 th€ hdi dieu nay khéng, nhung gior cdc anh dang diéu
tra gi thé¢"a?”

“A, khong, viéc d6 1a thé nay,” Kusanagi 1i&m méi. “Céch thirc pha tron
chdt doc dén gio' van chwa 16 rang nén chung t6i ki€m chitng vEé viéc do.
Thyc sy xin 10i ¢6 vi ndm T4n bay lwot 1am phién thé nay.”

“Purorc ma. Téi khdong cd y phan nan gi dau nén dwng ban tam. Toi &
fang trén, anh cr goi né€u c6 viéc can nhé.”

“To6i s€ goi. Cam on.”

Kusanagi vwra cii ddu cam on Ayane thi Yukawa ding bén canh hdi.
“T61 hoi mot chit ¢ dwore khdng?”

“Chuyén gi thé"a?” Ayane td vé nghi ngai.

“Puong nirdc may nha chi ¢é gan thiét bi loc nwde nhi. Tdi dodn 16i loc
can duoc thay dinh ky, Ian thay gan nha't 1a khi nao vay?”

“A, cai d6 thi.” Ayane lai gan. C0 li€c nhin vé phia bon rira r'oi ngai
ngén dap. “Hoan toan chwa thay mdi.”

“Q, chwra Tan nao 4?” Yukawa ngac nhién hoi.

“T6i cling nghi sdp phai goi tho'. Thiét bj loc hién gid dworc 14p ngay sau
khi t6i vé ddy song, chic sip dworc mot nim roi. Ping 13 ngudi ban ciing
khuyén nén thay n6 sau khodng mét nam.”

“Thay tw mOt nam truede... Thé a.”

“Xin hoi, n6 ¢6 van dé gi a?”

“Khong khong,” Yukawa xua tay. “T0i chi hdi d€ bi€t th6i. Hay la nhan



dip nay thay cdi mé&i di. C6 tai liéu cho ring 15i loc cii 1ai thanh c6 hai day.”

“T6i s& thay. Nhung chic phai don dep bén duwdi bon rira trede da. Chd
Ay ban 14m ding khong?”

“Nha nao ciling th& ca thdi. Dudi bon rira trong phong nghién ctru cia
toi ding 12 cdi t& gidn. A khong, danh dong v&i phong nghién ciru thi bat
lich sy qua. Quan trong hon...” Yukawa li€c nhanh sang Kusanagi roi ti€p
tuc. “N&u cd ¢6 the cung cap thdng tin li€n lac cia nha phan phdi thi t6i tin
Kusanagi sé thu x&p ngay bay gio. Nhirng viéc thé nay nén lam cang som
cang tot.”

Kusanagi ngac nhién nhin ngwoc lai Yukawa. Nhwng nha vat 1y hoc van
nhin Ayane nhuw th€ phét 16 4anh mét ngudi ban. “Nhu vay c¢é duoc khong?”
Anh hoi.

“Ngay bay gio... &y a?”

“Vang. Thyc ra thi ¢6 th€ dung né cho viéc diéu tra. Cang sé'm cang
tot.”

“Néu ding vay thi, vang, khdng ¢6 van dé gi.” Yukawa mim cuwoi nhin
Kusanagi. “Cé6 th€ 1am.”

Kusanagi gwom mét nhin ban. C6 diéu, ti kinh nghiém t trudc dén
gior, anh hiéu rd vi hoc gid nay khong néi niing tly tién. Chéc chin ciu ta c6
tinh todn nao dé va ty tin la no c¢6 lai cho viéc diéu tra.

Kusanagi danh quay qua phia Ayane.

“Vay cd c6 th€ cho t6i bi€t s& dién thoai lién lac cia ho khong?”

“Véng, xin cho’ mot chat.”

Ayane i khdi phong. Chd ¢o di han, Kusanagi lai him him nhin

Yukawa.



“Purng c¢6 ddt ngdt ndi nhirng thir ky quac ma khong ban truedc chir.”

“Lam gi ¢6 lic d€ néi, dau con cdch ndo khéc. Ma, ciu chéc chén c6 viéc
phai 1am tredc khi kéu ca day.”

“Vigc gi?”

“Goi t& giam dinh di. Chic ciu khong mudn tho sta thiét bi loc nuwde
lam hong chirng ctr diing khdng? Viéc thao 16i loc cii d€ bén gidm dinh lam
thi hon.”

“Ttc 1a d€ bén giam dinh mang 16i loc vEé a?”

“Ca 0ng nwde nira.”

Yukawa thap giong ndi, trong mét tda ra thitr 4nh sdng sic bén ctia nha
khoa hoc. Bi danh sang &y ap dao, Kusanagi khong néi nén loii, vira ding ldc

Ayane tré lai.

Khoang mot ti€ng sau dd, 16i cda thié€t bi loc nwdc da dwoe thanh vién to
giam dinh thdo ra. Kusanagi va Yukawa ding canh nhau ciing quan sat. Loi
loc va phan dng nwde dwoe thdo ra phd ddy bui bam. Giam dinh vién thin
trong cd't ching vao mdt chi€’c hop trong suot.

“Gio t06i mang n6 vé nhé.” Gidm dinh vién néi v&i Kusanagi.

“Céam on anh,” Kusanagi dép.

Nhan vién ctia nha phan phdi di d&n. Sau khi x4c nhan anh ta bit d4u
viéc doi b loc va dng nwdc mai, Kusanagi tré vé gh& s6-pha. Ayane dang
ng6i do, vé tram tw. Bén trong cdi tdi dat canh ¢6 la quan 40 mdi 187y tw
phong ngi. C6 vé tam thoi ¢6 s€ khdng s6ng trong ngdi nha nay.

“Toi xin 161 nhé. Sw viéc di xa qud.” Kusanagi néi.



“Khong sao dau. Thay dwoc bd loc cling tot ma.”

“T6i s€ trao doi v&i cap trén vE khoan chi nay.”

“Anh dwng lo. P6 1a mén @6 gia dinh t6i sit dung ma.” Ayane mim cwoi
r'oi ngay 14p tirc lai nghiém tic néi. “Xin héi, ¢6 tac dong nao d6 & bo loc
ar’

“Khong biét nira. Ching t6i chi thir nghién ctru vi cling ¢6 kha ning d6
thoi.”

“Néu ding nhw vay thi cha't ddc dwoe cho vao ki€u gi nhi.”

“Um, chuyén d6 thi...” Kusanagi ling ting nhin Yukawa. C4u ta dang
ding treedrc cira b&€p quan sat thao tic cia nhan vién cong ty phan phdi san
pham.

“Yukawa!” Kusanagi goi.

Cai lwng mac 4o thun mau den cr ddong. Yukawa vura quay lai da cat
ti€ng hdi Ayane.

“Chuyén anh nha chi u6ng nwdc dong chai la that a?”

Kusanagi nhin sang Ayane, tham byc boi vi cau hdi dot ngot. Co gat dau.

“Pung vay. Nén trong td lanh chwa ting hé't nwdc khoang.”

“Ca ldc udng ca phé cling yéu cau phai dung loai nwdc d6 a?”

“Vang.”

“Nhwng thwc ra ¢6 khdong dung thi phai. T6i nghe ndi vay.”

Kusanagi mé to mét vi sting s6t. Ngudi cho ciu ta biét bi mat trong qué
trinh di€u tra chi c6 th€ la Utsumi Kaoru. Trong dau anh hién 1én vé mat

dwong dwong tr dic cta cb ta.
“Vi nhw thé€ 1ang phi ma?” Ayane khé mim cwoi. “Toi khong tin 1a nwoc

mady lai ¢6 hai cho co’ the€ d&n mirc nhw anh &y néi. Pun bang &m nwdc



cling mau s6i hon. Chinh anh &y chic ciing chflng nhén ra dau.”

"Hoan toan tan thanh. T6i tin du c6 dung nwdc mdy hay nwdc khodng thi
mui vi ca phé ciing chéng khac biét dang ke.”

Kusanagi nhin vé mit nghiém tic ctia Yukawa mot céch giéu cot. M&i
day thoi ciu ta chi ding mdi ca phé hoa tan. Nhung, dwong nhw khong
nhan ra 4anh mit d6 hoic khong budn ban tdm, Yukawa ti€p tuc néi véi bi€u
cam khong doi.

“C0 gdi pha ca phé hdm Chul nhit tén 1a gi &y nhi. Phuy t4...”

“Wakayama Hiromi.” Kusanagi bd sung.

“Pung 161, cd Wakayama. Cd &y cling bt chudc cd dung nwdc may. Va,
Idc Ay chéng ¢6 gi xdy ra. Vi the’ méi c6 gia thiét nghi ngd cha't doc duge
pha vao chai nwdc khodng, nhung van con mot loai nwde nira. D6 1a nwdce
ter thi€t bi loc. Vi mot 1y do nao do, chzatng han nhw @€ ti€t kiém nwde dong
chai, c6 kha nang ch'6ng cd st dung nuwoc tir thi€t bi loc khi pha ca phé.
N&u thé thi ¢an nghi ngo ca thié€t bi loc nwdec.”

“T6i hi€u, nhwng ¢6 the dat chat doc vao thiét bi loc a?”

“Khong phai 1a khong the. Du t6i nghi phai doi cau trd 1o cua to giam
dinh da.”

“Néu ding nhw vay thi tht pham da lam cach nao?” Ayane khan khoan
nhin Kusanagi. “T6i cling nhiéu I'4n k€ réi, thir Sdu tredec d6 & nha toi ¢6 t6
chirc mot bira tiéc. Lic d6 thi mdy loc nwdc khong cé gi ba't thwong ca.”

“C6 1& the.” Yukawa néi. “Tém lai, viéc can thiép dién ra sau d6. N&u
muc dich ctia thd pham Ia sdt hai riéng chdng chi thi c¢6 thé thay hin da
nhim diing Itic anh ta & mot minh.”

“Ttc la sau khi t6i di khoi nha phai khong? N&u thd pham khong phai 1a



AL

toi.

“Piing th&.” Yukawa ho hitng khing dinh.

“Ciing chwa chic chin thudc doc dwoc dit trong thiét bi loc. Tdi cho
ring khong can phai nghi nhw vdy.” Kusanagi dan hoa va ding day, “Toi
xin phép mdt chit.” Anh ra hiéu bang mit v&i Yukawa roi ra khdi phong
khéch.

Anh dirng dori ngoai sanh nha, Yukawa budrc toi.

“Cau toan tinh gi th&”?” Kusanagi byc boi hoi.

“Sao co?”

“Sao cai gi ma sao! N6i nang ki€u d6 khong phai 1a cau dang nghi ngo
phu nhan a? Chi vi Utsumi nho va hop tic diéu tra ma ciu vé phe co ta thi
budn cwoi 1dm.”

Yukawa cau may that vong.

“Cau dang budc tdi t6i day. T6i vé phe Utsumi bao gio? T6i chi don
thuan n6i nhirng suy luan logic thoi. Tinh tdo hon mot chit di. Phu nhan
con binh tinh hon cdu nhiéu.”

Kusanagi cin moi. Anh vira mé miéng dinh phan béc thi nghe thiy tiéng
m¢ ctra lach cach. Nhén vién cong ty phan phdi san pham loc nwdc vira rov
khdi phong khach. Ayane di theo phia sau.

“Loi loc da thay xong roi.” Ayane noi.

"A, cdm on anh rat nhiéu.” Kusanagi néi v&i anh the. “Phai r'oi, viéc
thanh todn thi...”

“T6i trd tién roi. Anh dirng ban tim.”

Thé a, Kusanagi kheé dap.

Th@’y nhan vién cta cdng ty phan phdi ra khoi nha, Yukawa cling x4



giay.

“Ch4c tdi ciling xin phép. Cau thi sao?”

“To6i & day thém mot lat. Cé chuyén mudn héi c6 Mashiba.”

“Vay a... Xin 16i vi d4 1am phién.” Yukawa cudi ddu chio Ayane.

“Phién anh da va't va,” Ayane ddp. Yukawa quay lung budc di. Kusanagi
nhin theo va thé dai.

“Xin 10i vi da lam cd khong thodi mai. That ngai qud, ciu ta khong té
nhwng thi€u nhay cam. Mot ngwoi ky di."

“Oi,” Ayane td ra ngac nhién. “Sao anh lai xin 18i? T6i hoan toan khong
kho chiu gi ca.”

“Duworc vay thi tot.”

“Anh Ay néi dang 1a gidng vién dai hoc Teito nhi. Nhic t¢i cdc hoc gia,
toi thwong nghi ho it néi va tram liang co’, thwe t€ lai hoan toan khac nhi.”

“Hoc gia cling ¢6 nhiéu ki€u ma. Trong s6 ho thi tén do6 la loai dic biét.”

“Tén do...”

“A, toi quén khong néi, hdn 12 ban cing khéa v&i tdi thoi dai hoc.
Nhung chuyén mon hoan toan khac nhau.”

Kusanagi cung Ayane quay lai phong khach, anh k&€ chuyén ngay xwa
sinh hoat & ciu lac bd cau 1ong v&i Yukawa, sau ndy dwoc ciu ta hd tror
diéu tra trong mot s& vu d4n nén dén gio’ van duy tri quan hé.

“Ra th&". Tuyét that d&y. Ban be tr thoi tré ma dén gio van duy tri dwoc
quan hé thong qua cong viéc.”

“Nhvr méic no nhau 4y.”

“Pau c6 chuyén do. Toi that sy ghen ti daYy.”

“Cod ma veé nha thi cling c¢6 ban d€ di sudi nedc ndéng cing nhau da”
: y



thoi.”

“U nhi,” Ayane gat dau dong tinh. “Anh Kusanagi dé€n nha t6i roi phai
khong? Me t6i c6 k€' 1ai.”

“A, viéc &y 1a do quy tic lam viéc ctia cong an, phai 147y da ching ci
cla td't cad moi viéc chir khong ¢6 y nghia gi sdu xa cd.”

Thay Kusanagi v6i vang gidi thich, Ayane mim cuoi.

“T6i hi€u. Chuyén t6i ¢ vé nha that hay khong la rd't quan trong ma.
Puwong nhién phai xdc minh. Anh ding ban tim.”

“Nghe c6 ndi vay tdi cling do’ ngai.”

“Me toi néi anh cong an vd cung than thién. T6i ciling bdo, nhw vay thi
c6 the yén tam roi.”

“Dau co gi.” Kusanagi dat tay 1€n tai, thd'y gdy minh hoi nong.

“Lic d6 anh cling gdp Motooka phdi khong?” Ayane hdi. Motooka
Sakiko la ngwoi ban cung di sudi nwdc ndéng véi co.

“Chd c¢d6 Motooka 12 Utsumi gidp. Utsumi k&, c6 Motooka cé vé hoi lo
ldng cho cd, trede ca khi bigt vé vu 4n. Trong cd khong duoc khde so vai
triedre khi két hon.”

Nhuw hiéu ra diéu gi, Ayane n& nu cweoi budn ba va thd dai.

“Co Ay néi the that a? T6i cir twdng minh déng kich gidi 1im nhuwng
khong qua dwoc mét ban than nhi.”

“C0 khong k€ voi ¢6 Motooka a? Vé chuyén chong ¢6 dé nghi ly hon
ay.”

Ayane 14c dau.

“T6i khong hé nghi t&i viéc ay. Du sao cling da quyét tdm dut khoat

cam xuc cta minh... hon ntra, t6i khong dinh néi gi hét. Néu khong c6 con



thi ly hon 1a chuyén hai ching t6i da giao hen tw trwd'c khi cwedi. T4t nhién
chiing t6i gitr bi mat véi bo me.”

“Tdi ciing nghe anh Ikai néi rang ch'dng c6 rit mudn cé con, t&i mikc c6
the’ néi hon nhén la phwong ti€n cho viéc dé. Toi thady kha la lung khi ¢6
ngwoi dan 6ng nhw vay.”

“T6i cling mudn sinh con va ctr nghi sé ¢6 ngay thoi nén khong ban tim
qué nhiéu vé giao wdc d6. C6 diéu, gan mot ndim da qua ma van khong c6
con... Ong tri ciing that nhin tim.” Ayane nhin xuéng mot thodng r'oi lai
ngang 1én. “Con anh Kusanagi, chuyén con cai th& nao?”

Kusanagi croi nhe va nhin Ayane. “T6i doc than.”

O, ¢d hoi budt miéng. “Xin 16i anh.”

“Cé sao dau. Moi nguoi xung quanh giuc ghé 1dm nhwng khong c6 d6i
twong. Té€n Yukawa ban ndy cling s6ng mot minh.”

“Anh @y thi ding la tao cdm gidc d6. Hoan toan la an twong chwa lap gia
dinh.”

“Tén d6 nguoc lai véi anh nha, ghét tré con 1&m. Ly do hoi ky la, vi du
nhu, hén s& stress bdi tré con hanh dong khong theo logic.”

“Mot nguoi thd vi.”

“T6i s€ chuyén loi khen nay. Nhan tién, téi ¢6 diéu mudn hdi vé chdong
co.”

“Anh n6i di.”

“Trong cdc mdi quan hé cla anh nha, cé ai lam cong viéc v€ tranh
khong?”

“Tranh... y anh 1a hoa st a?”

“Ping vay. Khong phai chuyén xdy ra gan day ciing dwoc. Trudc day



anh dy ¢6 tng k€ vé ngwoi vay khong?”

Ayane nghi€éng dau ra chiéu nghi ngoi ro1 nhin Kusanagi nhwe nhén ra
diéu gi.

“Nguoi do cb lién quan dén vy an a?”

“Khong, diéu do thi chwa ro. Hom triedre tdi cling néi roi day, tdi dang
tim hi€u vé cdc mdi quan hé yéu dwong ngay trede ciia chdong cd. Va toi
tin 1a anh &y ting hen ho véi mot phu niv ¢6 vé 1a hoa si.”

“Thé a. Ti€c qud, téi khdong nghi ra ai ca. D6 1a khoang thoi gian nao
vay?”

“To6i khong biét thoi di€m chinh xdc nhung dodn la c¢o hai, ba ndm
tredre.”

Ayane khé gat roi lai hoi nghiéng dau.

“Xin 16i nhé, t6i chwra tirng nghe ch'dong k& vé nhitng chuyén do.”

“Vay a, cling danh chju tho6i.” Kusanagi nhin dong h'6 deo tay roi dirng
day. “Lam phién c6 lau qua. Thoi, toi xin phép.”

“T6i cling quay vé khach san.” Ayane Om tdi xach ding 1€n.

Hai nguoi roi khoi khuon vién biét thy Mashiba. Ngwoi khéa cong 1a
Ayane.

“P& to6i xdch @6 cho. Ta di bo d&n chd nao c6 thé bit taxi.” Kusanagi
chia ban tay phai ra.

“Cam on anh,” Ayane dip va dwa anh chi€c tii. Sau dé c6 quay lai nhin
ngdi biét thy, khé néi. “Khong biét li€u c¢6 ngay tdi trd v€ ngdi nha nay hay
khong?”

Kusanagi khong bié&t phai néi gi. Anh bit dau budc di bén canh co.
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Bang thong bao ngwoi st dung phong cho thd’y ¢ vé trong phong gio’ chi
c6 Yukawa. T4t nhién 12 cd dd nhdm vio khung thoi gian ndy chit khong
phai tinh co.

Kaoru go ctra. Vao di, ti€ng ddp thd 10 vong ra. Co6 mé cira, Yukawa
dang pha ca phé. Hon ntra con pha ki€u dripper, dung phin va gid'y loc.

“Pung luc ddy.” Yukawa rét ca phé vao hai chi€c cdc.

“Hi€m thdy ghé. Anh khong dung may pha ca phé a?”

“T6i mudn thtt cdm gidc cia ngudi wa cAu né. Pha bing nwdc khodng
day.” Yukawa dwa mot coc cho co.

“Moi anh,” Kaoru nhadp moi udng. Bot ca phé hinh nhw van 14 loai moi
khi.

“Thé& nao?” Yukawa hoi.

“Ngon.”

“Hon binh thwong?”



“T6i n6i that dwore chk?” Sau mot thodng ngan ngw, Kaoru dap.

Yukawa td vé chdn chwong, van ¢Am cdc ca phé, anh ngdi xudng ghé’.

“Khong néi ciling dwgre. Chic co ¢6 chung cdm twdng véi toi thdi,” anh
nhin vao bén trong cdc. “Thyc ra khi ndy tdi dd pha thit bing nwdc mdy.
N6i that 1a vi cda ching y hét nhau. T6i chang thay khac mot chiit nao.”

“T61 nghi la khong thdy dau.”

“Nhwng ma, y ki€n chung ctia cdc dau bé&p la chiing sé c6 vi khic nhau
day.” Yukawa cam 18y to tai liéu trén mat ban. “Cé mot khai niém goi 1a d6
ctrng cua nwde. Hinh nhw 1a don vi quy doi tong s ion Canxi va ion Magie

thanh lwong canxi cacbonat trong 1 lit nwdc. Theo thir ty twr thdp dé€n cao

cta lwong canxi cacbonat 4y ma chia ra thanh nwé'c mém, nwdc cirng trung
binh va nwde clirng.”

“To61 c6 nghe.”

“Thong thwong, d€ ndu nwdng thi tot nhat 1la nwdc mém. Pi€m mau
chot 1a lwong canxi trong nwdc, n€u dung nwdc chira nhiéu canxi d€ nau
com, chid't xo trong gao va canxi k&t hop voi nhau, com khi chin an sé€
tha’y kho.”

Hiromi nhiu may. “Khong hap din ti nao nhi.”

“Nguoc lai, khi ndu neée dung dashi tir thit bd ching han, nuwde cing
lai t6t hon. Huyét dich trong thit vd xwong k&t hop v&i canxi sé dé dang
ti€t ra dwdi dang vang. C6 th€ tham khao d€ nd'u xdp consomme dd’y nhi.”

“Anh nd'u an a?”

“Ciing thi thodng.” Yukawa dat tai liéu xu6ng mat ban.

Kaoru hinh dung canh anh dirng trong can b&p. Nhin anh nhan tran diéu

chinh lwong nudc véi thém bét nhiét dd, chic ciing giong nhw dang 1am



thyc nghiém khoa hoc.

“Thé& vu d6 sao roi?”

“Pa c6 danh gid cua bén kham nghiém. Ho6m nay t6i dé€n d€ bao cdo
day.” Kaoru 12’y ra tap tai li€u trong tdi deo sau lung.

“To61 nghe day,” Yukawa ndi va udng ca phé.

“Khong tim thd’y thach tin trong 15i loc va ng nwde. Cé diéu, ho xac
nhan 13, gid st c6 sy sdp dit & d6 thi sau nhiéu I4n nwdc chdy qua, sé
khong th€ phat hién dwgc nira. Van dé la doan ti€p theo.” Kaoru ngung
mot hoi roi lai nhin xudng tai liéu. “Trén 18i loc va dng nwd'c van bam bui
va cdc v&t ban tich lai tir nhiéu nim, tir d6 tha’y rang, kha niing c6 tic dong
trong thoi gian gan day 1a cyc ky thap. Tém lai, néu thdo ra thi chic chin
da d¢€ lai ddu vét. Con nira, day Ia tai liéu bo sung, theo d6 thi doi giam
dinh cling da ki€m tra bén dwdi bon rira ngay sau khi xay ra vu dan. Muc
dich ban dau c¢6 1€ d¢€ tim ki€m cha't doc. Khi d6, ho c¢6 dich chuyén chat
tdy rira va cdc loai @0 dung & trwedre bd loc. Chi ¢ chd dit nhitng thir d6 1a
khong phut bui.”

“Ttc 1a khong chi bo loc ma ca khu vie bén dwdi bon rira ciing 1au r'oi
khong ai dong vao?”

“Theo danh gia cda to giam dinh thi ding la nhw vay.”

“Viéc nay thi t6i cling doan trwdc roi. Lan dau tién quan sat bén dwdi
b0On rira cia ngdi nha t6i da cé an twgng d6. Nhwng to6i nhd 1a con viée nira
can xac nhan.”

“T6i bi€t. La ciu hdi vé kha ndng cho chi't doc chay tir voi sang thiét bi
loc nwdc phai khong?”

“Quan trong da’y. Cau tra 1o 1a?”



“Ly thuyé€t thi ¢6 th€ nhwng hién thyc thi khong.”

Yukawa udng ci phé, anh bim mdi. Chic khdng phai vi ca phé ding.

“Y twdng ctia Yukawa tién sinh 1a dit mot vat dang 6ng that dai, thong
tr vOi nudrc sang 6ng nwde cua thi€t bi loc giong nhw 6ng ndi soi da day,
sau d6 cho chat doc chay qua bén trong 6ng, nhwng thir cach nao cling
khong dwoe. Cu the 1a, di€m phan nhanh sang phia thi€t bi loc gan nhw
vudng gbc nén khong th€ day o'ng dan qua do dwgrec. Néu tao ra mot dung
cu chuyén dung dac biét, diéu khién dwoc phan dau thi cling cé kha nang
nhung...”

“T6i hi€u. Thoi the” dworc roi.” Yukawa vo dau bt téc. “Thd pham vu
ndy chic chin khong 1am gi to tat d&n th&. Chic phai bd qua gia thigt vé
thi€t bi loc roi. T6i da nghi d6 1a mét hwdng dung dwore co'. Mot Ian nira lai
phai thay d6i y twdng. Chic chin phai c6 mot diém mu & dau d6.”

Yukawa rét n6t ca phé trong binh vao cdc cia minh. Cé6 1€ tay anh hoi
rung nén bi d6 mat mot it. Kaoru nghe thd’y ti€ng anh chép miéng.

Ngay cd ngwoi nay ciing co liic mat binh tinh a, Kaoru tham nghi. Rt
cudc thi chat doc dwore sdp dat & dau? Co 1é anh ta dang tiec gidn chinh
minh vi khong gidi dwoc bi an don gidn thé nay.

“Tay canh sat hinh sy ndi ti€ng dang lam gi r6i?”” Yukawa hoi tham.

“Pén cong ty cua anh Mashiba. Hinh nhw d€'1aYy tin.”

“Huom.”

“Anh Kusanagi c6 n61 gi khong?”

“Khong,” Yukawa lic du réi udng mot hép ca phé. “Hom trude, lic &
canh Kusanagi, t61 da gap phu nhan Mashiba.”

“T6i ¢6 nghe kE.”



“C6 n6i chuyén mot chit, qua 12 mot phu nit dep va ha'p dan.”

“Tién sinh cling y&€u long tred'c my nhan a?”

“T6i chi néu danh gid khach quan thdi. Quan trong hon, t6i d€ y
Kusanagi luc d6.”

“Cé6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Thoi sinh vién, cdu 8y teng mang me&o vVé nha. Hai con méo con m&i
dé. Ca hai con déu rat y&u, ai nhin qua cting hi€u la ching khé ma s6ng
dwoe. Nhung ciu ta vin mang chiing vao phong, trdn hoc d€ chdm sdc.
Duing lo dung thudc nhd méit c& ging cho bon méo udng sira. Khi ay, ¢
mot ngwoi ban néi véi Kusanagi. Cau ¢ lam thé thi ching cling chét dén
noi roi. Cau trd loi lic d6 cta cau ta la: Thé thi da sao?” Yukawa chop
mét, nhin vao khoing khong. “Anh mit Kusanagi nhin phu nhin ciing
giong nhw lic cham séc cho 1t meo. C4u ta cdm nhan dwoc gi d6 tw phu
nhan. Nheng dong thoi, co 1€ ciu ta cling nghi thé nay chang? Thé thi da

sao?”
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Ngdi trén chiéc ghé” dit truedre quiay 1€ tn, Kusanagi nhin dim didm vao birc
vé trén twong. Péa h'ong do hién 1én trong bong tdi. Anh nhd da tirng thay
hinh mau ki€u nay & dau d6. Chic chén 14 nhin ctia mot loai rwou Tay.

“Anh nhin gi ma chdm chu thé?” Ngb6i trén ghé” doi dién, Kishitani hoi.
“Birc tranh d6 khong lién quan dau. Nhin cho ky vao. Géc dudi bén trdi ¢6
chtr ky da’y. La tén nguoi nwdc ngoai.”

“Cai d6 toi biét.” Kusanagi roi mét khodi birc tranh. Sy thit 13 anh da
khong nhén ra chw ky.

Kishitani xoay c0.

“Nhuwng ma, liéu anh ta cé gitr lai tranh v€ clia ngwoi yéu cii khong?
Phai t6i thi virt ngay 14p tiec.”

“P6 1a cau. Mashiba Yoshitaka c6 the khac.”

“K€ ca th€, vi khong d€ & nha dwgc nén mang dén phong giam doc a?
Treo mdt birc tranh nhw thé” thi tdm 1y khong yén on dwoc dau.”

“Khong nhat thi€t la d€'treo.”



“Mang d&€n mot birc tranh ma khong dinh treo 1én a? Thé& cang khong
binh thwong. Nhan vién ma tha’y thi khé gidi thich 1dm.”

“Ctr bao dwoc tang 1a xong.”

“Lam th€ lai qua khong ty nhi€n. Néu dworc tang tranh thi treo nd 1€n
ngay m&i ding phép lich sy. B&i vi khdng biét ldc nao vi khach ting qua sé
dén choi.”

“Lang nhiang qud. Mashiba Yoshitaka khong phai kiu dan 6ng nhw th&’
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dau.

Kusanagi vira git 1&n thi & 187 ra vao bén canh quay 1€ tan xudt hién mot
ngrdi phu nit mic bd vest mau tring. Téc cd cit ngan, deo kinh nhd mau
xanh 14 cay.

“Pa d€ cac vi phai cho. Xin héi, anh Kusanagi...”

“La t6i.” Kusanagi dirng ddy. “Xin 16i da 1am phién trong ldc ban ron.”

“Khong sao a. Cc anh vat va qua.”

Danh thi€p ctia ¢c6 dé tén Yamamoto Keiko. Chirc danh tredng phong
truyén thong.

“Cac anh mu6n xem vat dung cé nhan cta gidm do'c tién nhiém?”

“Vang, c6 dwgrc khong?”

“Xin moi cac anh di theo t6i.”

Yamamoto Keiko din hai ngwoi d&n mot cin phong c¢é gin bién dé
“phong hop nhd”.

“Khong phai 1a phong cua gidm doc a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Gidm d6'c mdi da nhdm chire r6i. Xin 16i cdc anh vi hom nay gidm do'c
c6 viéc bén ngoai nén khong th€ ra chao hoi.”

“Vay la phong ctia giam d6c ciing thay m&i roi a?”



“Sau khi t& chtrc xong tang 1& ndi bd cho gidm ddc tién nhiém, ching t6i
da sip x&p lai. Nhirng gi lién quan d&n cong viéc van dwoc gitt nguyén con
d6 vat ca nhan chuyén sang bén nay. Ching t6i dy dinh sé gwri vé nha riéng
vao thoi di€m thich hop. Phia cong ty khong theé tuy tién bd di dwoc. Ching
toi da trao doi v&i ludt sw ¢6 van la ngai Tkai d€ giai quy€t sao cho on
thda.”

Yamamoto Keiko n6i ma khong hé mim cuwdi. Ngit diéu cirng nhic nhuw
canh gidc diéu gi. Kusanagi c6 cam giac c6 ta tha’y bi xic pham vi cOng ty
bi nghi ngd tieu hity ching ¢, du ching lién quan gi dén cdi chét cla
Mashiba Yoshitaka.

Trong phong hop nhd chat khodng mwoi thung gid’y dua kich ¢o. Ngoai
ra c6 mot s6 do vat nhw bo gdy danh golf, cup, mdy méat xa chan. Nhin
thodng qua khong c6 thir gi giéng tranh veé.

“C0 cho ching t6i xem dwoe chir?” Kusanagi noi.

“Véng. Xin c ty nhién. T6i s€ mang 6 uéng dén, cdc anh mudn udng
gi?”

“Khong can dau. Cam on c6 da quan tam.”

“Vay a. To6i hi€u roi.” Van git vé vo cdm lanh ling, Yamamoto Keiko
roi khéi can phong.

Nhin chim chim vao cdnh cira vira déng sap lai, Kishitani nhin vai.

“C6 vé chiing ta khdng dwoc hoan nghénh 1dm nhi.”

“Lam nghe nay c6 bao gio' dwo'c ngwoi khac hoan nghénh khdng? Riéng
viéc chiu thuan theo yéu cau cua chiing ta la phai cdm on ho r6i.”

“K€ ca thé&, vu an dwore gidi quyét sdm ngay nao thi cling td't cho cong

ty ngay 4y, ddi x& voi nhau than thién mot chit ¢6 phai hon khong. Cir nhw



mit sit 4y.”

“Poi vdi cong ty thi mién 1a vu 4n dwoc lang quén, con gidi quyét duoc
hay khong cling nhw nhau théi. C6 c6ng an ra vao la da phién phtrc roi.
bing lic vwra thay gidam doc, lam mai tinh than thi cong an lai dén, tdm
trang dau ma cwdi than thién. Thoi, khong huyén thuyén nira, bat dau di.”
Kusanagi deo gang tay.

Muc dich dén day hdm nay khong c6 gi khic ngoai viéc tim ki€m tung
tich ngwoi yéu cii ciia Mashiba Yoshitaka. Manh m&i duy nha't 1a d6i twong
c6 vé 1a hoa si. Khong r6 ¢ ta v€ loai tranh nao.

“Mang theo sO phac hoa dau phai chi ¢6 hoa si? T6i nghi ciing ¢6 the 1a
nha thi€t k& hodc hoa si vé manga ma.” Kishitani vira néi vira xem xét
chi€’c hdp bén canh.

“Cling c6 th€.” Kusanagi mau chéng thwa nhan. “Vi viy, ghi nh& ca
treong hop d6 ma tim ki€m di. Hinh nhr ngueoi 1am céng viéc lién quan
dén kié€n trdc va ndi that ciling s dung nd, Ivu y mot thé nhé.”

“Toi hi€u roi,” Kishitani néi, xen 14n ti€ng thé dai.

“Cau c6 vé khdng mudn lam nhi.”

Nguwoi cong an tré 1ién dwng tay, tra loi voi vé thi€u nhiét tinh.

“Khong phai 1a khong mudn lam. C6 diéu, khong hi€u sao toi cir thdy
khong thda man. Két qua diéu tra dén gio’ cho thdy, khong hé c¢6 da'u vét ai
dé vao nha Mashiba ngoai Wakayama Hiromi vao ngay xdy ra vu an.”

“Chuyén do toi biét. Vay t6i hoi nhé, cau co6 the kheamg dinh 1a khong ai
khéc ra vao d6 khong?”

“Céi d6 thi...”

“Trong trwong hgp d6, thd pham lam cach nao ma bdé déc vao 4m dun?



N1 t61 nghe nao?”

Kishitani im bit, Kusanagi lwo'm mét nhin r'oi tiép tuc.

“Cau thi chic khong tra 1o dwoc roi. Ngay ca tén Yukawa dé ciling b
tay. Cau tra 1o don gidn va ro ranh ranh ra da'y. Chfmg c6 thu thuat nao hét.
Tht pham vao bén trong dinh thy Mashiba, bd chd't doc vao 4m dun r'éi roi
di. Chuyén c6 the thoi. R01, tai sao diéu tra mai ma khong tim ra nhan vat
nao nhw vay thi téi giai thich roi day.”

“B&i vi d6 1a ngwoi ma chinh Mashiba cling mudn gid'u viéc gap go...”

“Cau hi€u 16 con gi? Khi ma ngwoi dan 6ng mudn che gidu mot moi
quan hé thi né thwong lién quan dén phu ntt. B6 1a di€u co ban trong diéu
tra. Toi c6 ndi gi khong 6n khong?”

“Khong,” Kishitani khé& 14c d4u.

“Hiéu r'di thi ti€p tuc di. Khdong cé nhiéu thoi gian thé” dau.”

Kishitani im ldng git dau roi lai quay veé phia thung cac-tong. Kusanagi
vira nhin ciu ta vira khé thé dai.

Anh tr hdi minh dang hwéng vé dau. Chi mdi viéc trd 1o thic mic cia
dan em ma con cédu kinh thi lam dwec gi. Nhung, anh dong thoi cling d€'y
dén 1y do khi€n minh byc boi.

Cudc diéu tra nay c¢6 y nghia hay khong, ban than Kusanagi cling ban tin
ban nghi. Anh khong ngtng lo 14ng, di c6 tim hi€u cdc m&i quan hé v&i

phu nii trong qua khir ctia Mashiba Yoshitaka thi ¢6 1€ cling chealng thu dwoc

N

gl.
T4t nhién, diéu tra von di 1a viéc nhw vady. Canh sat hinh sy khéng vira
lam nhiém vu vtra e ngai cudc diéu tra két thiic vd nghia. Nhwng ndi ba't an

cua anh lai 1a mot chuyén khac.



Anh dang lo, n&u hwdng diéu tra nay khong thu dwoe gi thi e ring sau
d6 moi nghi ngo s€ don vé Mashiba Ayane. Anh khong e ngai vé nhém
Utsumi Kaoru. Kusanagi dy cam, ctr da nay roi s€ dén lic chinh anh nghi
ngo Ayane.

Mbi Tan gidp c6 Kusanagi lai thd'y mot diéu. D6 1a sy céng thzatng hét
mic nhw dang ty chia mii dao vao ¢6 hong. Anh khong sao ngan dwoc suy
nghi phai chuah bi trede tinh than cho diéu gi d6 va cd ging sdng hét minh
trong khoanh khéc hién tai. Anh bj cdm gidc d6 4p dao va 16i kéo con tim.

Nhuwng, khi suy nghi vé ban cha't cia cam gidc d6, anh hinh dung ra mét
diéu va ndi bat an 4p d&n khi€n anh kho thé.

Cho dén nay, Kusanagi da vai Ian ti€p xdc v&i nhieng nghi pham tuy ban
tinh vOn c6 rat tuyét vori nhwng van khong ding dwoc ma ra tay giét
ngwoi. Anh nhan thdy mét di€m chung, cling ¢ the goi 1a bau khong khi
ky la, tda ra tor ho. Cam gidc nhw ho khong ham sdng va da thay trede tat
ca. Tuy nhién, cling ¢6 th€ n6i bau khong khi d6 1a 1anh dia cam, chi cach
st dién ro mot khoang mdng nhw to’ gid'y.

Kusanagi cling cdm nhin dwoc bau khong khi nhw thé” & Ayane. Tuy van
c& ging phi nhan nhung khitu gidc ctia mot canh sat hinh sy khong cho anh
dwoc quén khong khi dé du chi trong choc lat.

C6 nghia 1a anh dang diéu tra d€ loai bd nghi ngo cda chinh minh.
Nhwng ap dat mét de doan vao viéc diéu tra la diéu cA'm ki. Anh thwa hi€u

diéu d6 nén sinh ra byc bdi vl ban than.



Khodng mdt gic dong h'o da troi qua k& tir lic bit dau tim kidm. Chaalng tim
dwore vat nao lién quan t&i hoa si hay nghé nghiép dung dén s phac hoa.
Bén trong nhirng chi€c hdp hau hét 1a qua tdng va nhirng mén d6 ky niém
nao do.

“Anh Kusanagi, anh nghi day 1a thi gi?” Kishitani ¢cAm trén tay mot mén
d'd nh6i bong c& nhd. Nhin thodng qua né trdng gidng mdt ct cai ¢ gin
nhtrng chi€c 14 mau xanh.

“Cu caia?”

“Co6 vé th&, nhwng cling 1a ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh ntra.”

“Nguwoi ngoai hanh tinh?”

“Pay, n€u lam thé nay,” Kusanagi doc ngugrc dam 14 xuéng roi dat 1€n
ban. Puing 1a & phan dau mau tring c6 vé& khudn mit, néu coi phan mau
xanh 14 cay la chan thi trong né gidng ngwoi ngoai hanh tinh ¢6 hinh dang
nhw con sira hay xua't hién trong truyén tranh.

“Giong that.”

“Theo ghi chu thi diy 1a nhin vat ciu bé sira dén tw hanh tinh stra. Hinh
nhw la san pham cua cong ty nay.”

“Puorc 1oi, thé thi sao?”

“Anh Kusanagi, nha thi€t k& nghi ra mén d6 nay ciing st dung sO phac
hoa chw?”

Kusanagi ché'p mét, nhin chdm chim vao mén @6 nh'6i bong.

“Co the€ day.”

“T6i goi cd6 Yamamoto nhé.” Kishitani dieng day.



Sau khi dé€n phong hop nhd, Yamamoto Keiko nhin mén d¢6 nh'6i bong
roi1 gat dau.
“Puing la san pham cua cong ty ching t6i. Mt nhan vat hoat hinh tryc
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tuyén.

“Hoat hinh tryc tuyé€n a?” Kusanagi nghiéng dau.

“N6 van dwgc phdt trén website cia cong ty cho dén khoang ba ndm
tred’c. Anh ¢6 muén xem khdng?”

“Tat nhién r'6i,” Kusanagi dirng diy.

DPén vin phong 1am viéc, Yamamoto Keiko bit dAu thao tdc trén mot
chi€c mdy tinh. Man hinh hién lén by phim hoat hinh tryc tuyén Cdu bé
sira. Nhap chudt vao 6 REPLAY thi xem dwgc doan phim hoat hinh dai
khodng mot phiit. Nhan vat gidng mén &6 nh'di bong xudt hién va bit dau
chuyén dong. Noi dung cau chuyén khong c6 gi dac biét.

“Bay gio khdng chiéu né ntra a?” Kishitani hoi.

“C6 mot khodng thoi gian né gdy chd y nén chiing tdi ¢6 lam vai san
pham lién quan, chaalng han nhw con thd nh'6i bong khi nay, nhwng doanh
thu khong ting nhw dy doan nén cudi cung phai dung lai.”

“Thiét k& ra nhan vat hoat hinh nay l1a ngwoi cia cong ty a?” Kusanagi
héi Yamamoto Keiko.

“Khong. Téac gia nay dang hinh ‘bé Stra’ trén blog c4 nhan. N6 kha dwoc
cw dan mang yéu thich nén ching tdi thwong thao hgp dong d€ lam hoat
hinh.”

“Vay do6 1a hoa si chuyén nghi€p a?”

“Khong. La mdt gido vién. Ma con khong phai la gido vién day my

thuét.”



«Q) .

Vay thi cling ¢6 kha nang, Kusanagi tham nghi. Theo Ikai Tatsuhiko thi
Mashiba Yoshitaka chic s& khong c6 quan hé yéu dwong v&i nhan vién
hodc nhitng nguoi ¢ lién quan dén cong viéc. Nhung néu ddi phwong
khong phai 1a dan chuyén nghi€p thi cau chuyén c6 the sé khac.

“Oi, khong dworc roi, anh Kusanagi.” Kishitani néi khi dang thao tdc trén
may tinh. “Ngwoi nay khong phai r'oi.”

“Cai gi khong duoc co?”

“(y day c6 ding 1y lich cta tdc gid nguyén mau, 13 dan 6ng. D6 1a mot
thay gido.”

“Clu n6i sao?” Kusanagi cham chd nhin vao man hinh. Piing la phén ly
lich c6 vi€t nhw vay.

“Hdi truedre tir ndy c6 phai hon khong. Béi vi thiét k& dé thwong nhuwr the
nén t6i ctr dinh ninh d6 1a phu nz.”

“To6i cing the". Bat can qua.” Kusanagi nhan mat gai dau.

“Xin hdi,” Yamamoto Keiko xen vao. “Tdc gid la dan ong thi c6 gi
khong tot a?”

“Khong, l1a chuyén cua ching t6i thdi. Chiing tdi dang tim ki€m nhan vt
c6 the’' la manh md&i d€ giai quy€t vu an, di€u kién tién quy€t 1a d6 phai la
phu nw.”

“Vu an... la vy gidm d6c Mashiba bi sat hai?”

“Ta’t nhién roi.”

“Phim hoat hinh trirc tuy€n nay c6 lién quan dé€n vu an dé a?”

“Chi ti€t thi t6i khong th€ néi nhung n€u tic gia 1a phy ntr thi c6 kha

nang &y.” Kusanagi thé dai nhin Kishitani. “HOom nay ching ta dieng & day



thoi.”

“Vang.” Kishitani cing buong thong doi vai.

Yamamoto Keiko tién ho ra d&n sanh cdng ty. Kusanagi cii dau chao co.

“Xin 10i da 1am phién gitra lic ¢d ban r6n. C6 the ching toi € lai dén vi
cong tac diéu tra, mong cd giup do.”

“Véng, bat cr lic nao...” Bi€u cam ciia cd co gi d6 tha't vong. Khac hin
v& vd cam sic sdo lic mdi gip.

“Vay ching t6i xin phép,” diing ldc hai nguoi quay got thi nghe ti€ng cod
goi, “Cho da.” Kusanagi quay lai.

“Sao thé?”

Co lién chay lai gan ho, tha’p giong noi.

“(¥ tAng mot tda nha nay c¢6 mot sanh doi. C6 the che i & d6 khong?
To1 c6 chuyén mudn n6i.”

“Viec lién quan dén vu an a?”

“T61 cung khong 1d. La chuyén lién quan d€n nhan vat hoat hinh khi nay.
Pén tac gid cia nd.”

Kusanagi va Kishitani nhin nhau r6i gat dau voi Yamamoto Keiko.
“DPuoc thoi.”

“Vay gap cac anh sau,” cd ndi r'oi quay tré lai cong ty.

Sanh doi & tAng mot dugc thi€t k& thanh khong gian mdé. Kusanagi vira
udng ca phé vira bic bodi nhin td'm bi€n cA'm hiit thudc.
“Chuyén gi thé nhi. Viéc ¢6 ta mudn ndi ay.” Kishitani néi.

“N61 sao day. Chuyén veé anh hoa si nghi€p dw thi sao chaalng duoc.”



Khong bao lau sau Yamamoto Keiko xudt hién. C6 c¢6 vo d€ y xung
quanh. Trén tay 1a mdt phong bi co gidy A4.

“Xin 16i da d¢€ cdc anh phai chd,” ¢ néi roi ngdi xudng gh& d61 dién.
Nhan vién quéan ngay 14p tirc ti€n d&€n nhwng c6 xua tay ra hiéu tw chdi. Co
vé ¢ khong dinh ng'6i 1au.

“Vay chuyén c6 mudn néi 1a?” Kusanagi thic giuc.

Yamamoto Keiko nhin quanh r6i hoi d6 ngwoi vEé phia trwdce.

“Mong cdc anh c& ging khdng cong bd" viée nay. Gia st phdi cong bd' di
nira, thi hdy tuyét doi gilr kin viéc nghe dworc tir tdi kéo rac rdi 1dm.”

“Téi hiéu.” Kusanagi nhin chim chdm vio Yamamoto Keiko dang
hwéng mét nhin 1én.

Thyc cha't anh mu6n ndi con tuy vao ndi dung cau chuyén. Nhwng n€u
néi vay thi khong nghe dwoc nhirng chuyén quan trong. Ty twng treong
hop, di€u tra vién can sy tro’ i d€ coi nhe loi hira.

Anh git dau. “Pwoc r'6i. T6i hira véi ¢6.”

Yamamoto Keiko li€m moi.

“La chuyén vé nhan vat hoat hinh triyc tuyén khi ndy, thwe ra tic gia cta
né la phy nw.”

“Ha?” Kusanagi mé& to mét. “That 4?”

Anh ngdi thing day. N&u thé thi ddng d& nghe roi.

“Pung vay. Vi nhi€u 1y do nén mdi d€ thong tin nhw thé””

Kishitani vira git gut vira chuan bi ghi chép. “Cw dan mang trong nhiéu
treong hop, khong chi tén ma tudi va gidi tinh cling 1a gid nhi.”

“Vay, ngh€ gido vién cling 1a n6i d6i a?”” Kusanagi hoi.

“Khong, thong tin vé thay gido ghi & d6 1a c6 that. Ngwdi vidt blog Ia



anh ta. Nhwng tao ra nhin vat 1a mét ngwoi khac. D6 1a mot phy nir hoan
toan khong c¢6 quan hé voi thay gido ay.”

Kusanagi nhiu may, dat ca hai khuyu tay 1&€n ban. “R&t cudc 1a thé nao
vay?”

Yamamoto Keiko té ra lwéng Iy nhwng van néi.

“Sw that 1a, ngay tw dau ta't ca da dwoe 1én k& hoach.”

“K& hoach a?”

“Khi nay t6i c¢6 ndi, vi nhan vat ma thay gido d6 dang 1€n blog c4 nhan
duwoc yéu thich nén cong ty ching toi bat dau 1am hoat hinh cho né nhung
thyc t€ thi ngwoce lai. K& hoach phat di bd phim hoat hinh tryc tuyén s
dung nhéan vat &y c6 tredc nén dau tién cho dang tai nhan vat 1én blog ca
nhan nhw mdt chi€n Iwgre d€ ban phim. Ti€p theo, tao ra that nhi€u tac dong
trén mang Internet d€ tip trung sy chui y dé€n blog d6. Thé ro6i, dé€n khi nhan
thay né bit dau dwoc yéu thich thi tao ra ciu chuyén ky k&t vé&i cong ty
chung t6i d€’'lam ra san pham hoat hinh.”

Kusanagi khoanh tay tred'c nguc, xoay 0.

“Thé lai 1a mdt trinh tw kha phién phirc nhi.”

“Gidm ddc cho rang, cich 1am d6 khi¢n ngwdi hAm md trén mang c6
cam gidc gan giii va sé ing ho.”

Kishitani nhin Kusanagi, git dau.

“Chuyén d6 c6 th€ xay ra. B&i vi, ngwoi hAm mo trén mang Internet ra't
hoan nghé&nh né&u thong tin dwgrc dang tai bdi mot ca nhan v danh phat tan
lién tuc.”

“Vay thi ngwoi da thi€t k& ra nhan vat hoat hinh ding 1a nhin vién cta

cong ty c6 a?” Kusanagi héi Yamamoto Keiko.



“Khong, ching t6i tim ki€m nguoi thich hop trong s6 cdc hoa si truyén
tranh hodc nguoi vé€ tranh minh hoa vd danh. D€ ho dwa ra y twdng vE nhan
vat r'oi chon 18y céi phu hop. Két qua, dwoe chon chinh 1a nhan vt Sira ay.
Ching t6i ky k&t v&i tac gid d€ ho phai tuyét doi git bi mat viéc minh 1a
ngwoi vé ra nd. Trén co s& d6, cd Ay vé tranh minh hoa d€ dang 1én blog
cta thiy gido. Tuy nhién, nguoi d6 khong vé sudt ma gitka chung cd nha
thiét k& khdc tiép quén cong viéc. Tdi nghi chic cdc anh di dodn ra, chiing
toi cling tra tién cho thay gido kia d€ anh ta vi€t blog.”

Cha cha, Kusanagi v6 thiee bat ra khdi miéng. “Diing 1a ta't cd déu dwoc
sip x&p nhi.”

“P€ lan truyén hinh anh nhan vit m&i trong xa hoi cin nhiéu chién
lrgre.” Yamamoto Keiko cuwoi khd s&. “Tuy la k& hoach cda ching t6i
khong dwgc nhuw y.”

“Vay hoa si d6 la ngwoi nhw thé nao?”

“Von la tac gia sach tranh. Thyc t€ cling da xua't ban vai cudn sach.” Co
dat phong bi bén hong 1én dau goi. Vat dwore rut ra 1a mot cudn sach tranh.

“Cho t6i xem mot chiit,” Kusanagi néi roi ¢am 18y né. Tén sach 1a Ucc
gl ngay mai troi do’ mura. Lat nhanh cudn sach, ndi dung cé vé 1a chuyén vé
Bip bé CAu ning niing nd. Tén tic gia 1a Kocho Sumire.

“Bay gior cO 'y van lién hé v&i cong ty 4?7

“Khong, sau khi v€ tranh minh hoa giai doan dau thi hoan toan khong
con quan hé gi. B&i vi toan bo quyén loi lién quan dé€n nhan vat déu do
cong ty ching t6i nim gitr.”

“Co da tung gap cO gai nay chwa?”

“Chwa. Nhw t6i vira ndi, sy ton tai cia cd &y bat budc phai dwoc git



kin. Tung gdp c6 &y chi ¢6 gidam d6c va mot vai ngwoi khac. Toi nghe néi
viéc ky hop d0ng ciing la gidm dd'c trye tiép trao doi.”

“Gidm do'c Mashiba? Tryc ti€p a?”

“Hinh nhw nguoi thich nhan vat Stra nhat la gidam d6c.” Yamamoto
Keiko n6i roi cham cha nhin Kusanagi.

Kusanagi git dau, mét nhin xudng cudn sich tranh. C6 6 gidi thidu tic
gid nhung khong dé tén that va ngay thang nam sinh.

Tuy nhién, tdc gia cudn sach tranh théoa man diéu kién “lam cong viéc vé
tranh va trng xud't ban sach”.

“T6i c6 the mwon né khdng?” Anh cam cudn sach tranh trén tay.

“Xin moi,” ¢6 ddp roi nhin d6ng h'd deo tay. “Dén lic tdi phai veé roi.
Nhirng gi téi muén néi chi cé vay. Hy vong sé€ c6 ich cho viéc di€u tra.”

“Cyec ky ¢6 ich. Cam on ¢6.” Kusanagi cii dau chao.

Sau khi Yamamoto Keiko roi di, Kusanagi dwa cudn sach tranh cho
Kishitani.

“Héi thir thong tin ttr cOng ty xud't ban nay di.”

“Chéc la diing 4’y nhi.”

“Kha ning cao ddy. It nhiéu thi cling c6 gi d6 gilra tdc gid cudn sich
tranh nay va Mashiba Yoshitaka.”

“Th&y tw tin hin.”

“T6i chic chén khi nhin vé mit Yamamoto Keiko lic ndy. T trwdc cd
4y da nghi ngo’ quan hé gitra hai nguoi.”

“Vay thi tai sao lai im ling d&€n tin bay gic’? Nhirng cénh sét hinh sy dén
day 14y thong tin chic hin cling da hdi vé quan hé voi phu nir ciia Mashiba

N9

ma.



“Chéc cd ta tha'y khong nén néi nhitng gi khong c6 chitng ctt. Ngay vdi
chiing ta cling ¢6 ndéi rd rang dau. Hay la vi, chiing ta to ra hirng thd voi tac
gia cta nhan vat hoat hinh khi€n c6 ta nghi it nha't nén ndi ra chuyén do
khong phai dan 6ng ma la phu nr? Vi biét tac gia sach tranh d6 c6 vi tri dac
biét d6i véoii Mashiba nén khong th€’ im ldng cho qua chang?”

“Thdo nao. Xin 18i vi da néi x4u, goi cd ta 1a mit s§t.”

“Néu khong mudn lang phi y t&t cua cd &y thi goi dién cho cong ty xua't
ban khi nay di.”

Kishitani 18y dién thoai di ddng r'6i cAm cudn sach tranh budc ra khoi
tiém. Kusanagi vira udng ndt c6c ca phé vira quan sat cdu ta goi dién thoai.
Ca phé r0 rang da ngudi roi.

Kishitani quay tré lai. Nhwng vé mat khong dwgc vui.

“Khong gap dwgrc nguoi phu trach a?”

“Khong, ho c6 & do, cling da cho t6i bi€t veé tac gia Kocho Sumire.”

“Thé& sao cau lai lam ra bd mat ay?”

Nhung Kishitani khong trd 1o cdu hdi nay ma mé sd' tay.

“Tén that 1a Tsukui Junko. Chir Tsukui trong tén h'é6 Tsukui, Jun trong tu
juntaku. Cudn sach tranh nay hinh nhw dwore xud't ban b6n nam truedc. Gior
khong tdi ban ntra.”

“C0 dia chi lién lac r'6i ch?”

“Khong, cai dé...” Kishitani ngang mat Ién khdi cudn so tay. “Co Ay
ma't roi.”

“Sao co? Chuyén tw bao gio?”

“Nghe nd6i 1a khoang hai ndm trwdc. Ty sat tai nha riéng.”
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Kaoru dang viét bao cdo trong phong hop & tru s& cong an Meguro thi
Kusanagi va Kishitani quay vé. Ca hai déu c6 vé tha't vong.

“Ong gia dau? Vé r'oi 27" Kusanagi tho 16 hoi.

“Né&u anh héi ddi tredng thi tdi nghi dang & phong diéu tra.”

Kusanagi 1ién roii khéi phong ma khong déap lai. Kishitani lam ct& chi
“dau hang”.

“Tam trang c¢6 vé t& nhi?” Kaoru wé'm hoi.

“Tim dwoe r'oi, cudi cung cling thdy. C6 nguoi yéu cii cia Mashiba
Yoshitaka &y.”

“Q, vy a. Thé thi sao ma...”

“La do mot budc ngodt khong ngo.” Kishitani tha nguoi xudng cai ghé&’
pipe.

Kaoru cling ba't ngo’ tred'c nhirng gi anh k€. C6 gai dwgrc cho 1a ngwoi

yéu cii da qua doi.



“Chting t6i da dé€n nha xuidt ban va mwon anh cua cd gdi. Sau do lai
mang né dén tiém h'dng tra ma Mashiba Yoshitaka ting hen ho d€ dwa cho
¢6 phuc vu & d6 xem. K&t qua khong hé nham 14n, chinh 1a ¢6 4y. Th& 1a
xong. Gia thiét t6i 4c do nguoi yéu cti ctia Kusanagi chim nghim.”

“Vi th€ anh ta m&i khé chiu.”

“T6i cling that vong dad’y. Piéu tra theo hwong d6 sudt cd ngay roi két
qua thé nay. Oi, mét qui.”

Kishitani dudi minh hét ¢, ding liic d6 dién thoai di dong ctia Kaoru do
chudng. Nhin vao man hinh, ¢6 biét d6 l1a Yukawa. C6 vira gdp anh lic trua.

“T6i nghe day. Cam on anh viéc khi nay.”

“C6 dang & dau?” Yukawa dot ngdt hoi.

“Cong an Meguro.”

“T6i nghi ra't nhiéu tr ndy dén gio. Co viéc cho cb roi day. Gio ta gip
nhau dwoc khong?”

“Sao?... Toi thi khong van dé gi, nhwng la viéc the nao vay?”

“Gap roi tdi s€ noi. Co chon dia di€m di.” Hi€m khi thdy giong cua
Yukawa hao hirng nhw vay.

“Thoi, vay toi s& dén trwong...”

“T6i ra khoi treong roi. Pang trén dwong dén tru s& cong an Meguro.
Mau 1€n, chon dia di€m di!”

Kaoru chon mdt nha hang gia dinh & gan d6, Yukawa xdc nhin roi ngit
may.

B4 tap bdo cdo dang vi€t d¢ vao tdi, Kaoru cam 18y do khoac.

“Tién sinh Yukawa a?” Kishitani hoi.

“Vang. Anh &y bao c6 chuyén can n6i.”



“T6t qua. Anh &y ma gidi quyéet dworc tha thudt ha doc thi ching ta dwoc
nho. Nghe cho ky vao nhé. Thay gido d6 giai thich hoi khé hi€u nén ding
quén ghi chép day.”

“T6i hi€u,” Kaoru néi roi bude khdi phong hop.

C6 vira udng h'dng tra & nha hang da hen thi Yukawa di vao. Ng6i xuéng
tred'c mat Kaoru, anh goi cocoa.

“Khong phai ca phé a?”

“T6i chan 14m r'6i. Liic gip co ciling di udng hai cdc.” Yukawa tr'é moi.
“Xin 16i vi dot ngdt goi cd ra day.”

“Khong sao. Viéc anh mudn noi la gi vay?”

Um, anh hoi cup mét nhin xudng roi nhin theamg vao Kaoru. “T61 mudn
xac nhan da, c6 khong c6 gi thay doi vé chuyén nghi ngo phu nhéan
Mashiba ch?”

“Viéc d6 thi... vang. Toi van nghi ngo. Ding thé””

“Thé& a.” Yukawa dwa tay vao bén trong 4o khoac roi 18y ra mét to gid'y
gap. Anh didt n6 1én ban. “C6 doc thwr di.”

Kaoru cam 18y va m& né ra. Poc mot lwgt ndi dung viét trong do, cd
nhiu may.

“Cai gi day? bay la...”

“Nhirng gi t6i mudn cd tim hieu. Khong phai mot cach dai khai ma can
sy chinh xac.”

“Priéu tra nhirng cdi nay thi sé giai dap dwoc bi an a?”

Yukawa lién chép mét r'di thé phil.



“Khong, chic 1a khong gidi dwoc. Pay 1a diéu tra d&€ xdc nhan viée
khong th€ gidi dwgrc. Theo ngdn ngir ctia cong an cac coO thi 1a diéu tra
ching thye.”

“Co nghia l1a sao0?”

“HOm nay, sau khi cd ra v€, tdi nghi di nghi lai. Gid sit phu nhan
Mashiba da ha ddc, thé thi c6 ta st dung phwong phap nao? Nhwng tdi nghi
mai khong ra. K&t ludn cuda t6i la phwong trinh nay khong c6 dép an. Ngoai
trie mot treong hop théi.”

“Mot treong hop? Thé chealng phai 1a vin c6 ddp 4n a?”

“Piing hon l1a ddp én d0.”

“Pdp an a0?”

“Ttc 1a, ¢ th€ suy nghi vé mit 1y thuyét nhwng khdng the ton tai trong
hién thyc. Chi ¢c6 mot cach d€ phu nhan dang & Hokkaido c6 th€ cho ch'ong
& Tokyo udng chat doc. C6 diéu kha ning thwc hién thi gan nhw vinh vién
bang 0. C6 c6 hi€u khong? Y t6i 14, manh 1&i thi ¢6 the lam dwore nhung
khong c6 kha nang thyc hién.”

Kaoru lic dau.

“T6i khong hiéu 1dm nhitng gi anh dang néi. Vay thi rot cudc 1a khong
c6 kha nang phdi khong? Anh bao tdi ti€n hanh viéc di€u tra nay la d¢
ching minh diéu d6 a?”

“Chtng minh rang khong c6 cau tra 1o ciing rd't quan trong.”

“T6i dang tim ki€m cau tra losi. K&t luén thi thé nao ciing dwoc nhwng
t6i mudn tim ra chan twdng vu an. D6 1a cong viéc cha ching t6i.”

Yukawa mim chat méi. Vira ldc d6 cocoa dwgc mang t&i. Anh cham rai

dwa Ién miéng udng.



Diing thé’nhi, anh kh€ n6i. “Puing nhw ¢6 néi.”

“Tién sinh...”

Yukawa v&i tay cam 14y t& gid'y nam trén ban.

“Nguoi lam khoa hoc 8y ma, du ¢6 1a dap an 4o thi chi ¢an c6 cau tra loi
thoi 1a khong sao binh tinh dwgrc. Nhung cac cd cac cdu lai khong phai la
nha khoa hoc. Khong 1y nao lai danh thoi gian quy gid d€ chirng minh sw
ton tai cia mot thir nhw vay.” Bd to gidy da gd’p can than vao tii 4o,
Yukawa nh&ch mép cwoi. “Co6 hdy quén chuyén nay di.”

“Tién sinh, ndi tdi nghe vé thii doan Ay di. Nghe xong tdi s& cin nhic.
Néu thd’y dang gia t6i s€ tim hi€u nhtrng ndi dung do.”

“The” thi khong dwore.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“Néu cd bi€t thu thuit roi thi s€ c6 dinh ki€n. Nhw vay thi khong the
di€u tra mdt cdch khach quan dwoc. Nguoce lai, n€u c¢6 khong diéu tra thi
cling khong can bié€t thu doan d6 lam gi. Du sao thi khong th€ ndi ra lic
nay, & day dwoc.”

Ban tay Yukawa v&i 18y to héa don. Nhanh nhw chop, Kaoru giat 18y
né. “be toi trd.”

“Khong 1y nao lai th&". Toi da bit cd d&n day vo ich.”

Kaoru chia ban tay con lai vé phia anh.

“Pura t6i tor gid'y nho khi ndy. To6i s€ tim hi€u thtr xem sao.”

“La dép an do daYy.”

“K€ ca th& toi cling mudn bi€t. Cau trd loi duy nhat ma tién sinh tim
dworc."

Yukawa thé dai r'oi lai rit ra to gid'y nhé. Kaoru ¢am 18y, xac nhan noi



dung mot Tan ntra réi ca't vao tui.

"Néu thu doan d6 khong phai ddp 4n 4o ma tién sinh ndi thi c6 nghia la
bi an c6 the giai dap ding khong?”

Nhung Yukawa khong gat dau. Anh dwa ngén tay chinh lai mét kinh va
khé dap, “ndi sao nhi.”

“Khong ding a?”

“Né&u khong phai 1a mot ddp 4n 4o...” 4nh mét 4nh 1&n v& sic bén, anh
noi ti€p. “Co 1€ cac co6 s€ thua cudc. Toi cling chfmg chién thang. Pay sé& la

toi ac hoan hao.”
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Anh mit Wakayama Hiromi hwéng vé tim tham treo trén twong.

Cac manh bé mau xanh nwdc bi€n ddm va mau xam deé 1én nhau, tao
thanh mot dai. Dai dé dai, gitra chirng gap khiic, xodn vao nhau rdi cudi
cung lai k&€t n6i vé di€m ban dau. C6 nghia n6 1la mot dwong cong khép
kin. Két cdu kha phirc tap nhwng nhin tr xa chi nhir moét hoa van hinh hoc
don thuan. Mashiba Yoshitaka thwong néi déu 1 “trong né gidng hinh xoin
o'c ctia chudi DNA” nhwng Hiromi van thich tdc pham nay. Trong budi trién
1am ca nhén cda Ayane tG chirc & Ginza, n6é dugc treo ngay canh 181 ra vao.
Nam & vi trf dau tién ma quan khach nhin thAy nén chic hin né 1 téc pham
khién Ayane tw hao. Ping l1a ngwoi thi€t k& tac pham la c6 &y. Nhung
ngwoi lam ra né trong thyce t€ lai 1a Hiromi. Tac pham dwgc tic gia trng
bay trong tri€n 1am ca nhan thyc chat dwoc lam ra béi hoc tro, chuyén nhw
thé” cling khong phai hi€m gdp trong gidi nghé thuiat. Hon ntra, d6i voi
khau ghép vai, can dén vai thang d€ hoan thanh tic pham c& lon. Néu

khong chia ra d€' lam thi s€ khong c6 du tdc pham d€ mé tri€n 1am ca nhan.



Tuy vay, Ayane thudc nhom tir minh lam kha nhi€u. Trong s6 cac tac pham
dwoc cong bd o tri€n 1am cd nhan Tan dy, ¢ dén tdm phan mwoi 1a do
Ayane ty tay hoan thi€n. Vdy ma Ayane lai chon sdan pham Hiromi da lam
de treo & 161 vao. Biéu dé khi€n Hiromi that sy xdc dong. C6 thdy vui vi
thanh pham cta minh dwoe cong nhan.

Minh muén lam viéc cho ngwoi nay mdi mdi, lic d6 ¢6 da nghi nhw vay.

Co6 ti€ng dong nhe vang 1én. Ayane vwa dat c6¢c nwdc xudng ban thao
tac. Hai ngwoi phu niv ng'6i d6i dién nhau. Ho dang & Anzu House, phong
hoc khau ghép vai. Binh thuong thi lic nay 16p hoc da mé cira, mdt s6” hoc
vién dang ngdi cit nhd va ndi cdc manh vai. Nhung gid chi c6 hai nguoi.
L&p hoc van tiép tuc nghi.

“Vay a,” Ayane dm 14y cdc nwde bing ca hai tay. “Néu Hiromi di quyét
nhw vay thi cd danh chju thoi.”

“Em xin 16i vi chi theo y minh.”

“Em dau can xin 16i. Co cling dang nghi, ttr gior s€ hoi khé 1am viéc. Vi
vay co I chi con cach nay.”

“TA4t ca 12 16i cua em. Thuyc sy em khong bié€t phai néi sao nira.”

“Thoi dwore roi. Co khong mudn thad’y Hiromi xin 16i nira.”

“Da... vang. Em xin 15i...”

Hiromi ctdi d4u, c& nén nhitng giot nwdc mét sip trao ra. N&u khéc sé
lam cho Ayane cang khong thoai mai.

Nguoi goi dién thoai dé€ nghi gdp vi ¢ viéc mudn néi 1a Hiromi. Ayane
khong héi chi tiét, chi ddp “vdy ta gip nhau O’ Anzu House nhé”. Hiromi
tham nghi, phai chang Ayane ¢ y hen & phong hoc la vi da doan ra muc

dich ctla minh.



Hiromi bit dAu néi trong lic doi Ayane pha tra. Noi dung 12 mudn xin
nghi cong viéc & phong hoc. T4t nhién, nhw vy c6 nghia la nghi khong lam
tro’ 1y cho Ayane nura.

“Nhwng Hiromi nay, liéu em c¢6 6n khdong?” Ayane ca't ti€ng hai.

Hiromi ngang mat 1én. “Nhirng vi€c sau nay ay,” Ayane ti€p tuc noi.
“Chi phi sinh hoat, em dinh th& nao? Ciing dau dé dang tim viéc phai
khong? Hay 12 em dworc gia dinh hd tro?”

“Em van chwa quyét dinh gi cd. Em thi khong mu6n phién dén bd me
nhung ¢ th€ s&€ kho ma tranh dwoe. C6 diéu em van con chiit tién tiét
kiém, em s& c& ging ty xoay x& trong kha niing ctia minh.”

“Khong On chiit nao. Chaalng bi€t em c6 lam dwoc thé” khong.” Ayane lién
tuc vén toc mai ra sau tai, thoi quen cho thd'y c6 dang buec minh. “Ma, bi€t
dau sir lo 1dng clia co lai 12 thira thai.”

“Cam on cb di lo ling nhw vay. Vi mot da nhw em...”

“Co da bao dwng ndi nang ki€u d6 nira.”

Nghe giong Ayane gay git, toan than Hiromi ba't gidc khung lai. C6 lai
cui dau xudng that thap.

“Xin 16i,” Ayane khé néi. “C6 16 gay git qud. Chi vi c¢d that sy khong
mudn Hiromi cé thai d6 nhw vdy. Panh rang tr nay khong the lam viéc
cung nhau nhwng ¢6 vin ciu chic cho em hanh phiic. That long da’y.”

Hiromi rut ré ngdhg mit 1&én, vé nhe mudn dién ta diéu gi d6 trong long.
Ayane khé mim cwoi. Nu cwoi tuy budn nhwng nhin khdng ¢6 vé gia tao.

“Co gido,” Hiromi khé n6i.

“Vo&i lai, ngeoi khi€n chiing ta ¢6 nhirtng suy nghi nay, da khong con

trén doi. Pwng ngoanh lai phia sau ntra.”



Trwdc nhirng 101 néi nhe nhang nay, Hiromi chi ¢ th€ gat dau. Song
trong tham tadm, cd nghi chuyén dé la khong th€ lam dworc. Ca tinh yéu voi
Mashiba Yoshitaka, cd ndi budn vi mat anh, c sy din vit vi phan boi
Ayane, déu da khéc sau vao tim cd roi.

“Hiromi d&n day dwoc ma’y nim r'oi nhi?” Ayane hdi bing giong vui vé.

“Vwra ding ba ndm a.”

“Th& a, da ba nam ro6i ddy. N&u la hoc sinh cap ba thi t6t nghi€p roi.
Thé thi, c6 th€ nghi 1a Hiromi da t6t nghiép dwdi sy hwdng dan cla co
dwoc da’y nhi?”

Hiromi khong th€ gat dau. Co thAm nhd minh khong ngd'c d&€n ndi bj ru
ngd trede nhirng 1ol ngot ngao &'y.

“Hiromi, em ¢6 chia khéa can phong nay nhi?”

“A, vang. Em gti c¢6 day a.” Hiromi ¢Am 13’y chi€c tdi dit bén canh.

“Khong sao, em ctr giwr 187y.”

“Nhung...”

“Trong phong niy van con nhiéu @6 ctia em phai khong? P& sép x&p lai
chic ciing cAn chiit thoi gian ma. Ngoai ra, néu c6 gi em thich thi cit mang
theo, ding ngai nhé. Ta&'m tham kia cling vdy, em mu6n ¢6 né ch?” Ayane
n6i va dwa mit vé mén ¢'6 Hiromi ngim nhin khi niy.

“Cai do, c6 dugc khong a?”

“Ta’t nhién r6i. B&i vi, nd 1a do em lam ra ma. N6 dwgrc danh gia cao
hom trien 1am. C6 da dinh kiéu gi cling phai trao né cho Hiromi nén khong
ban day.”

Hiromi nh¢ lai thoi diém 4y. Hau hét cdc sdn phadm déu gin mdc bdo

gia nhwng birc tham nay dwoc x&€p vao hang khong ban.



“Chéic em s& ma't vai ngdy d&€ don dep @6 dac?” Ayane hdi.

“Co6 1€ hom nay va ngay mai la xong thoi a.”

“The a. Vay luc xong xudi em goi di€n bao cho co nhé. Chia khoa thi...
rm, em ci bd vao hom nhén thr & ctra 1a dwore r'6i. Can than ding d€ quén
dd nhé. Sau dé cd sé nhd ludn cong ty, co ciing dy dinh sdp x&p lai cin
phong cho dau vao day.”

Thay Hiromi ché'p mét vé khong hi€u y, Ayane mim cudi.

“C0 khong the’ song & khach san mai dwgre. DU sao cling ba't ti€n va lang
phi ma. Vi th€&’, cho dén khi tim dwgc noi & méi, cd dinh sé song & day.”

“Co0 khong ve€ lai nha a?”

Ayane lién thé hit ra, d6i vai chiing xudng.

“C0 cling c6 nghi dén viéc d6, nhung qua la khdng the€. Nhirng ky ¢ vui
vé déu bién thanh ding cay. Quan trong hon, s6ng mot minh thi ciin nha dé
qua rong v&i co. Trede ddy anh &y chi ¢6 mdt minh ma s6ng t6t that.”

“C0 bd n6 sao?”

“La ngoi nha ting ¢6 an mang, ciing khong bié€t ¢ tim dwoc ngwoi mua
hay khong nira. Co s€ thir trao doi v&i anh Ikai. Bi€t dau anh &y s€ ¢6 moi
quan hé nao do.”

Hiromi khong tim dwgc t nao thich hop d€ néi, danh im lang nhin cdc
nudce trén ban thao tdc. Hong tra Ayane pha cho chic da ngudi ngit.

“The” thoi, co di nhé.” Ayane cam 18y chi€c coc minh da udng can va
ding day.

“Co clr d&€nd6 & dd’y. Em sé rira a.”

“C6 dwoc khdong? Phién em vay nhé.” Ayane d€ lai cO¢ trén ban thao tac

roi chdm chd nhin. “Chi€c cdc nay la Hiromi mang dén nhi. Hinh nhw em



n6i d6 la qua nhan dwoce & tiéc cudi ciia ban.”

“Vang. Em nhin dwg'c mot doi.”

Hai chiéc c6c dang nim trén ban thao tic. Ho ludn ding chiing vao
nhirng ldc chi ¢6 hai nguoi.

“Vay em ciling phai mang ching vé nhi.”

“Vang,” Hiromi thap giong dap. C6 khong h€ nghi d€n chuyén mang
cdc nwdc vé. Nhung chinh sy ton tai ciia nhirng thir nay cé khi lai khién
Ayane thay kho chiu, nghi vay, co cang thd’y 1ong nang triu.

Ayane khodc tdi 1én vai, budc vé phia thém ctra. Hiromi theo sau.

X0 giay xong, Ayane quay lai nhin Hiromi.

“Cam giac la that d@y. Ngwoi bd 1op hoc 1a Hiromi, vdy ma c6 lai roi
khoi phong.”

“Em s€ don dep xong nhanh nhat c6 the. K& ca la trong ngay hom nay.”

“Khong can v61 vang dau. C6 khong c6 y d6 ma.” Ayane nhin thaalng vao
mét Hiromi. “Théi, em gilt sitc khde nhé.”

“C0 gido ciling gitr strc khoe a.”

Ayane gat dau roi mé cira. C6 budc ra ngoai, mim cwoi roi dong cira
lai.

Hiromi ng'di thup xudng. Co thd that sau.

B cong viéc & 16p khiu ghép vai 1a viéc dau long, lai thém ndi bat an vi
khong con thu nhdp, nhweng c6 khong con cach nao khac. Du da thu nhan
voi Ayane vé mdi quan hé v&i Yoshitaka nhwng ti€p tuc lam viéc nhw trwedc
lai 1a chuyén khac. Ayane khong chu ddng bao cd nghi viéc khong c¢6 nghia
la that long tha thir cho Hiromi.

Hon ntra... Hiromi dit tay 1én bung. Con chuyén dira bé trong bung c6



ntra. Hiromi lo s¢ bi Ayane hoi cd dinh lam gi voi nd. That sy 1a tdm 1y ¢6
van chua x4c dinh.

Ayane khong hdi gi vé dira tré c6 1& vi doan chic cd s& ph4 thai. Chéc
chén trong mo’ ciing khong nghi Hiromi c6 th€ s& mudn sinh con.

Nhung Hiromi con lwong Iy. Khong, sdu hon ntra, tdn cing trong trai
tim, la mong mu6n sinh con. Ty ¢ nhan ra diéu do.

C6 diéu, né€u sinh no ra thi cuéc doi nao s€ doii cd phia tredc? Khong
th€ dya vao gia dinh dwoc. Tuy cha me ctia Hiromi van khde nhung cudc
sdng khong ma’y dw da. Hon ntra, ca hai ngwoi déu mang cam tinh thong
thwong, chi riéng viéc bi€t con gai minh chwa két hon da lam me sau khi
dan dfu v&i ngudi c6 vor chic ciing di khién ho hoang mang khong biét
phai lam sao.

Thdt sw chi con cdch bé né di thoi sao? Cie d€n cau hdi nay, [an nao suy
nghi cta ¢ ciing dong lai mot chd. C6 mudn tron tranh két cuc 4y, bin
khodn tim xem con cach nao khac khong. Viéc do 1dp di ldp lai sau cai chét
cua Yoshitaka.

Co khé 14c dau, lién lic d6 dién thoai di dong d6 chudng. Hiromi cham
chap dirng diy, quay tré lai ban thao tac. L&y ra chi€c dién thoai d€ trong
tdi xach dit trén gh&. C6 con nhd s6° may goi dé€n. Pinh khéng nghe may
roi cudi cung cd van nhin nit nhan cudc goi. By gior, & diy, doi phwong
khong phai 1a ngwoi s€ chiu bd cude du ¢ bi tang 1o

Véang, cd noi. Tuy khong ¢6 tinh nhung giong ¢d nghe van chiing xudng.

“A 10, t6i 1a Utsumi thudc bén cong an day. By gior ¢6 ¢6 ndi chuyén
duoc khong?”

“COnoi1 di.”



“Xin 16i nhwng t6i lai ¢6 vai di€m can hoi. Chung ta c6 the gdp nhau &
dau?”

“Lidc nao thé?”

“Cang s&'m cang tot. Xin 106i ¢d nhé.”

Hiromi th¢ dai thanh ti€ng. P61 phwong c¢6 nghe tha'y ciing chéng sao.

“Néu vay, cd dén chd toi dwgrc khong? By gior tdi dang & 1op hoc khau
ghép vai.”

“(Y Daikanyama nhi. C6 Mashiba ciing & d6 2?”

“Khong, hom nay cd &y chic chin sé khong d&n nira. Chi ¢ minh toi
thoi.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi. Vay t6i s€ d&€n d6.” Pién thoai ngwng két ndi.

Hiromi ¢t di€n thoai di dOng vao tui roi dit tay Ién tran.

Ching c6 bat ctt thi gi két thic chi véi viée nghi 1am & 16p khau ghép
vai. C6 1€ cong an s€ khong d€ Hiromi yén cho dén khi vu an dwoc giadi
quyét. Viéc lang 1€ sinh con la hoan toan khong the.

CO6 udng hong tra con sot lai trong coc. Pung nhw c6 nghi, n6 da hoan
toan nguodi ngat.

Nhirng viéc da xay ra trong ba nam & day hién 1€n trong dau. Ban dau
chi 1a nhirng k¥ thuat khau ghép vai ty hoc, nhwng sau ba thang c6 da ti€n
b6 d&n mirc chinh minh phai ba't ngo. Khi dwgc Ayane ngd 101 moi lam try
1y, co6 dong ¥ ngay lap tirc. C6 dd chan ngdy hing ngay phai lam mot cich
mdy moc nhirng cdng viéc khong cé ddong lwe nhan twr cong ty cung ring lao
dong.

Hiromi nhin chi€c mdy tinh xach tay dat & géc phong. Nhirng khi cing

Ayane suy nghi vé cac thiét k&, thit dwore st dung nhiéu nha't 1a phan mém



vé trén mdy tinh. Chi ri€ng viéc quy€t dinh phdi mau cling c6 khi mat
nguyén mot dém. Tuy vay, chwa tieng ¢6 viéc nao khi€n c¢6 thady khd so.
Quyét dinh xong thi€t k& 1a ho di mua vai. Mat cong tranh ludn ra't nhiéu
ma&i quy€t dinh dwore cach phdi mau nhwng ciing ¢6 treong hop ca hai déu
bi quyé&n rii bdi mau vai ho bét gip & clra hang va gap rit thay d6i phrong
dn tai chd. Nhitng lic 4y, hai nguwdi lai nhin mit cwdi voi nhau.

D6 1a nhirng ngay thang y nghia hon bat ky diéu gi.

Tai sao bdy gio tat cd lai ra néong ndi nay?

Hiromi khé 14c dau. Co6 hi€u, 1y do qua rd rang. TAt ca 1a 18i cda co.
Cuop chong cia ngwoi phu niv khac, thdm chi con la ch'éng ctia an nhan
minh, d6 chinh 1a nguyén nhéan.

Hiromi con nh& rat rd Tan dau tién gdp Mashiba Yoshitaka. C6 dang
chuan bi cho gio’ hoc trong cian phong nay thi Ayane goi t&i, nho ¢6 chuyén
161 d&n mot ngudi dan ong cé the sip ghé thidm, nhin anh ta doi trong
phong. Khi d6 Ayane khéng néi gi vé mdi quan hé v&i nguoi dan 6ng a'y.

Khong bao 1au thi anh ta d&€n. Hiromi moi anh ta vao r'oi mang tra ra.
Anh ta vira nhin quanh can phong v&i vé hirng thid, vira hédi han da thae. D6
la nhan vat vira ¢6 sy diém dam chi thd'y & mot nguwoi dan Ong tredng
thanh, vira phang phat sy hi€u ky khdng thé€ ki€m sodt nhw mot thi€u nién.
Sw théng minh khac thwong cling 1a diéu c6 cam nhan dwoc chi sau vai cau
doi thoai.

Sau d6, Ayane xud't hién va gi¢i thiéu vé anh. Hiromi thay ba't ngo vé
viéc ho quen nhau & mot bira tiéc. Co khong hé biét Ayane lai c6 lic dén
nhtrng noi nhw vay.

Bay gio’ nhin lai Hiromi m&i thdy minh da ¢6 cam tinh voi Yoshitaka twe

lic &y r6i. CO6 nhé ro ban than da ndy sinh cdm gidc gan nhw ghen ti khi



nghe Ayane gi¢i thiéu d6 1a nguoi yéu.

Co ty hdi, néu khoéng phai theo cdch nhw vdy ma ngay twe dau da co
Ayane & cung, phdi chang cam xuc ciia minh da khac? C6 c6 cam giac,
chinh vi c6 khodng thoi gian chi riéng hai ngwoi ¢ canh nhau nén méi ndy
sinh tinh cam déc biét.

Cam xtc yéu dwong da ndy nd trong long mét Ian thi dit ¢c6 mo nhat
cling tuyét d6i khong bi€n mat. Nho viéc Ayane két hén, Hiromi ciling ¢6
th€ ra vao ngdi nha clia Mashiba nén cang cam thdy géan giii hon ntra véi
Yoshitaka. Pwong nhién ciing ¢6 lic chi hai ngeoi véi nhau.

Ta't nhién Hiromi khong dam chi ddong bdc 16 cam xdc cia minh. Co
hi€u néu lam vay chi gy phién phirc cho Yoshitaka, tredc d6 ¢6 ciing chwa
trng mudn ¢6 mot mdi quan hé dac biét v&i anh. Chi céan c6 the ti€p xic
than mit nhv ngwoi trong nha 1a cd da thoa man.

Nhuwng, dit da c& che ddy, dwong nhwe Yoshitaka van hi€u dwoc tinh cdm
clia ¢d. Thdi dd ctia anh d6i v&i co thay doi ting chit mot. Trong dnh mét
dju dang nhur dang nhin c¢6 em gai bat dau xen 14n diéu gi d6 khé ta. Nhan
ra di€u aY, trai tim Hiromi dip ron rang hon ciing 1a sy that.

Thé& ro6i, mot budi tdi cach day khodng ba thang, c6 dang lam viéc trong
can phong nay dén khuya thi Yoshitaka goi di€n dén.

“Anh nghe Ayane k& nén bi€t. Dao gan day Hiromi toan lam viéc dén t&i
mudn. Cong viéc & 1op hoc ¢6 vé ban ron nhi?”

Anh ra ¢6, Néu co thé thi hdy gio em di dn ramen khong? Dwong nhu
Yoshitaka ciing 1am thém gio'. C6 mdt tiém mi ramen ma tr 1du anh van
mudn di an th.

Ciing thdy doi bung nén c¢6 dong ¥ ludn. Ngay sau do, Yoshitaka dén

don co bang 6 0.



Muii vi ctia ramen khong d&€n mirc gdy an twong déc biét, ma c6 1€ vi khi
Ay chi ¢6 hai ngwoi, c6 va Yoshitaka. Mdi TAn anh dong diia, khuyu tay lai
cham vao co th€ ¢d. Chi riéng nhitng '4n ti€p xiic 4y 12 hin siu vio ky trc.

Sau d6, Yoshitaka tién Hiromi vé tn nha. Vira dd xe trwde ctra chung
cw, anh mim cwoi noi.

“Thi thoang em c6 th€ cuing di an ramen thé nay khong?”

“Puorc a, luc nao cung dwgre.” Hiromi dap.

“Céam on em. C6 Hiromi bén canh, anh thd'y do mét hin.”

“Th& a?”

“Anh cling mét & day va & day 1dm.” Ngén tay anh Tan lwot chi vao
nguc va dau cia minh, sau d6 nghiém tdc nhin thrflng vao Hiromi. “That sy

“Em cling vay.”

Hiromi vwra dirt loi ddp, Yoshitaka 1ién vi tay, 6m 187y vai 6. Ba't ngo
bi kéo vé phia anh, c6 nga ngwoi theo. Ho hdn nhau nhw the d6 1a 1€ tw
nhién.

Chiic em ngu ngon, anh néi. Anh ngu ngon, cd dap lai.

Pém do, tim ¢6 dap ron rang va mai khong ngia dworec. Nhung ¢6 ciling
khong nghi minh di pham phai 16i TAm to 16'n. Hiromi don gidn cho rang d6
la mot bi mét nho nhd ctia riéng hai ngwoi.

C6 khong mat nhiéu thoi gian d€ nhin ra minh da nhdm to. Sy ton tai
cta Yoshitaka nhanh chdong 1én 1én trong long Hiromi. Ba't k€ dang lam
viéc gi, dau c6 ciling khong dirt dwgre hinh bong anh.

Mic du vay, néu khong gip g& hay lam gi d6 chi riéng hai ngwoi thi ¢6

1& trang thdi nhw bji say ning Ay ciing khong kéo dai. Tuy nhién, tir do



Yoshitaka bit dau ri r& Hiromi nhiéu 1én. Cd ciing & lai 1&p hoc nhiéu hon
du khong cé viéc gi dac biét, d€ doii dién thoai cta anh.

Nhw qud béng bay bi dut day, trdi tim Hiromi ti€p tuc bay nhdy khong
the ki€m soat. Cudi cung, khi vieot qua ranh gidi gitra dan 6ng va dan ba,
lan d4u tién c6 nhan ra minh da lam modt viéc tai hai. Nhwng nhirng lovi
Yoshitaka n6i d&m hom &’y @ strc manh d€ thdi bay ndi ba't an cia Hiromi.

Anh néi minh co6 1€ s€ chia tay Ayane.

“Muc dich két hoén 1a vi mudn c6 con nén anh giao hen s€ chdm dut
quan hé vor ch'dng néu trong vong mot nam khong thé cé con. Con ba thang
nira m&i tron nim nhung chic 12 khong thé. Anh biét diéu d6.”

Cach noi thyc t€ dén lanh lung nhung lot vao tai Hiromi luc &y nghe
day tin cdy. C6 1€ chi nhw vay cling da tha’y c6 da trd nén ich ky.

Nhin lai ra't nhi€éu chuyén Hiromi nhan ra ho da phan boi kinh khing
d&n nhwong nao. Du Ayane c6 cam han d&€n m&’y cling phai chap nhén.

Qua that...

Nguwoi gi€t Yoshitaka cé th€ 1a Ayane. Du ¢d 1udn té ra diu dang voi
Hiromi nhung hoan toan c6 the hi€u d6 1a sy nguy trang nham che day y d'o
giét nguoi.

C6 diéu, co Yy lai c6 bang chitng ngoai pham. Khong c6 gi cho thdy
cOng an dang nghi ngo’ ¢ 4y, ¢6 1€ vi thye t& van 1 ban than hanh vi pham
t0i &y khong c6 kha nang thyc hién.

Nhung ngoai Ayane, li€u con ai ¢ dong co gi€t hai Yoshitaka hay
khong? Nghi d&n diéu d6, Hiromi lai cdm nhan dwgc mot ndi budn khac.
Du mudn sinh con nhung cd thdy minh hoan toan khong biét gi vé cha dira
bé.



Utsumi Kaoru xud't hi€én trong bd vest tuyén mot mau den. C6 ngodi xudng
chiéc gh& ma Ayane da ng6i tredec d6 ba muwoi phit, mdt [an nira cdi dau
xin 16i vi da yéu chu gip.

“T6i nghi, cd ¢6 dén gidp nguoi nhw t6i bao nhiéu Tan thi vu an ciing
khong dwgc gidi quy€t dau. B&i t6i dau c6 hi€u ma’y vé anh Mashiba.”

: y y

“Khong hi€u ma’y ma van hinh thanh m6i quan hé nhw vay a?”

Po6i m6i Hiromi cang ra trede nhieng 1o d6.

“T6i nghi minh hi€u vé mat tinh cach con ngwoi. Nhwng cdi ¢an cho
viéc di€u tra thi dau phai vay ding khong nao? T6i mudn néi minh khong
biét gi vé qud khit hay nhitng ric r&i trong cong viéc ctia anh ay.”

“Tinh cach con ngwoi nan nhan ciing 1a cdi can biét d€ xic tién diéu tra.
Nhung hom nay t6i dé€n ddy vi mudn hdi nhitng viéc binh thwong hon

y y .
nhiéu chir khong khé dén vay.”

“Nhirng viéc binh thwong 1a sao?”

“La viéc hang ngay clia vor chong Mashiba. Vi cd chic chin 1a nguoi
bi€t nhiéu nha't vé nhirng chuyén do.”

ye

“Vay thi héi co gido tdi c6 phai hon khong?”

Utsumi Kaoru nghiéng dau, nhoén miéng cuoi.

“T6i cho rang, né€u d€ ¢6 &y ndi thi khé ma cé dwoe y ki€n khach quan.”

“... Co mudn héi gi?”

“Ngay sau khi vor chong Mashiba k€t hon, co bat dau ra vao ngdi nha
d6. Téan sua't the nao?”

“MOi ldc mot khéc, nhung né€u tinh trung binh thi mdi thang khodng mot



hodc hai Tan.”

“C6 dinh tred'e ngay khong?”

“Khong xdc dinh gi cd. Nhwng da phian 1a Cha nhéat. Vi d6 1a ngay phong
hoc dong cwra.”

“Chu nhat thi Mashiba Yoshitaka cling & nha phai khong?”

“Dung vay.”

“Ttc 1a ba nguoi s€ trd chuyén v&i nhau a?”

“Ciing c6 lic nhw vady nhwng anh Mashiba cht y&u & thw phong. C6 vé
anh &y vAn 1am viéc & nha vao ngay nghi. Hon nita, 1y do t0i dén qui’y qua
gia dinh ho 1a vi ¢6 viéc c¢an trao d6i v&i ¢6 gido, d€n ndi chuyén phi€m
khong phai muc dich cta t6i.” Giong Hiromi day phan khang. C6 thd’y ton
throng khi bi cho 1a da d€n nha vi mudn gap Yoshitaka.

“Trong lic trao doi, hai nguoi ¢6 udng tra hodc ca phé khong?”

“C0 gido luén moi téi udng.”

“Co6 la nguwoi pha a?”

“Cung thi thoang. Nhirng lic cd gido dé tay ndu mén khac chfmg han.”

“CoO twng ndi, trinh ty pha ca phé ciling 1a hoc tir phu nhan nhi. Vi thé&
buoi sang hdm xay ra vu an, ¢6 cling lam theo cac bwdc twong ty.”

“Pung vay. Lai 1a chuyén ca phé a? Khong phai t6i da néi nhi€u Ian roéi
ur?” Khée mi€ng c¢6 nhéch 1én.

Nhwng khong bi€t ¢ phai vi da quen véi viée bi d6i twong tham van to
thai do khé chiu hay khong ma bi€u cam cta nir cong an tré khong hé co
chut dao dong.

“Trong bira tiéc tai nha v&i vor ch'ong Ikai, cd ¢6 ma td lanh cua gia dinh
Mashiba khong?”



“Td lanh a?”

“Trong td lanh nhat dinh ¢6 nhirng chai nhya dyng nwdc khoang. Toi
muon bi€t c6 c¢6 nhin thd'y chung khong?”

“Vay thi c6. Toi vao bép 18y nwdc mot Ian.”

“Lidc d6 con lai may chai nwde?”

“T6i khong nhé rd dén the. Chi biét chéic chin 1a con vai chai x&p mot
day.”

“MOot hay hai chai theé?”

“T6i da néi 1a khong nhd ma. Xép mot day nén khong phai la sé c¢6 bon
hodc ndm chai hay sao?” C6 ba't ngo’ 1on ti€ng.

“T6i hi€u,” nir cong an tré gat dau, khuén mat trong nhw chi€c mait na
kich N6. “Ngay tredc vu dn, cd dé€n nha Mashiba vi anh ta goi cd toi,
chuyén d6 twng xay ra vai Ian phai khong?”

“Khong, hom dé la Ian dau tién.”

“Tai sao lai chi ding hom &y anh Mashiba m&i goi cd dén?”

“Vi€c do thi... 1a do cd gido da vEé nha bd me.”

“Nghia la cho dén luc 2y thi khong c6 co hoi1 dung khong?”

“T6i nghi, ¢6 th€'1a vy, nhung anh &y mudn sd'm bdo cho toi biét tin ¢6
gido da chap nhan ly hon ma.”

“Ciing ding,” Utsumi Kaoru gat dau. “Co c6 bi€t gi vé s& thich khong?”

“S¢ thich a?” Hiromi nhiu may.

“S¢ thich ctia vor ch'dong nha Mashiba. Thé€ thao, du lich hay lai xe di
choi chaalng han.”

“Anh Mashiba c6 choi tennis va golf nhung ¢d gido thi khong c6 gi dic

biét. C6 I€ chi 1a khau ghép vai va nd'u nwdng thoi thi phai.”



“Vay vo ch'ong ho trai qua cac ngay nghi thé nao nhi?”

“Chuyén dé6 toi cling khong 16 14m.”

“Trong pham vi ma c6 bi€t cling dwgec.”

“Co gido hau hét chi k& chuyén vé khau ghép vai. Anh Mashiba thi c6
vé hay xem DVD.”

“Ornha, phu nhan khau ghép vai trong phong nao vay?”

“T6i nghi 1a phong khach.” Hiromi bdi r6i tra 1oi. C6 the thdy cac cau
hdi hoan toan khdng theo huwdng nao cu the.

“Hai ngwoi ho ¢6 di du lich véi nhau khong?”

“Ngay sau khi cudi chic chin da di Paris va London. Sau d6 thi tdi nghi
ho khong c¢é chuyén du lich ding nghia nao. Chi c6 anh Mashiba vi cOng
viéc ma hay di day d6.”

“Mua sam thi sao? Vi du, c6 Wakayama va phu nhan c6 ra phd” di mua
sam cting nhau khong?”

“Chung t6i ¢6 di mua vai d& may khau ghép.”

“Chéc 12 vao Chi nhat a?”

“Khong, mua trede gior hoc nén s€ vao ngay thwong. Lwong vai cling
16'n, mua xong la ching td6i mang dén day luén.”

Utsumi Kaoru gat dau, viét gi d6 vao so tay.

“T6i chi hdi nhirng cau d6 théi. Cam on ¢6 da danh thoi gian.”

“Xin hdi, may cau hdi vwa roi that ra ¢ y nghia gi? To6i hoan toan
khong hi€u y d'6 cda ching.”

“Céau hdi nao co?”

“TA't ca. S& thich roi thi chuyén mua sim, t6i khong nghi chiing cé gi

lién quan dén vu an.”



Utsumi Kaoru thodng ling ting r'6i lai mim cwoi ngay 1ap téec.

“C6 khong hi€u cting khong sao. Cong an ¢6 cach tw duy cia cong an
ma.”

“C0 ¢6 the cho tdi biét dwore khong?”

“Xin 15i, d6 12 nguyén tic roi.” N& cong an nhanh chéng dirng day. Co

noi loi tam biét, cdi dau chao r'di nhanh chan di vé phia ctra ra vao.
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“T6i ciing bdi rdi lic bi thic mic vé y &6 cta cac cau hdi. B&i vi chinh toi
ciing khong hi€u y @6 cfia ching. Binh thwdng t6i van bi nhic nhé phai
bam sat vao muc dich trong qué trinh tham van.” Utsumi vira néi vira cam
coc ca phé 1én.

C6 dang & phong nghién ctru ciia Yukawa. C6 dén dwa két qua diéu tra
ma anh nho’ hom trudre.

“Piéu c6 nodi, vé 1y thi ding, nhwng con phai tily vao thoi gian va hoan
canh.” Pang ng'6i doi dién cd, Yukawa ngang mat 1én khoi ban bao cdo. “Ta
dang tim hi€u xem li€u c¢6 hay khdong mot t6i dc dac biét chwa ting tha'v
trong qud khtr. Khi xdc nhén c6 hay khong sy ton tai &y thi khong dwoc
quén rang, rit nhiéu trwong hop bi chi phdi bdi dinh kién cia nhitng
ngudi cb lién quan. Nha vit Iy Rene Blondlot. .. khdng, chic co6 khong biét
dau.”

“Chwa ting nghe qua.”

“P6 1a mdt nha nghién ctru ngwoi Phap c6 ra't nhi€u c6ng hi€n vao nira



sau th&’ky 19. Khong lau sau khi bwde sang thé'ky 20, Blondlot cong bd” da
tim ra tia phong xa m&i. Tia phéng xa d6 dwore dat tén la tia N, ¢ hiéu qua
lam tang d6 sang cua tia Itra dién. N6 dwoc ca ngoi l1a phat ki€n mang tinh
buwdc ngodt, lam x6n xao gidi vat 1y hoc. Tuy nhién, r6t cudc thi sy ton tai
ctia tia N bj phd nhian. Nha khoa hoc cta nwdc khac thir rdt nhiéu Ian
nhwng khong h€ lam tang do sang cula tia ltra dién.”

“La bip bom a?”

“N6i 1a bip bom thi khong ding. D6 1a vi ban than Blondlot tin vao sy
ton tai ciia tia N.”

“Co nghia la sao?”

“V&n di Blondlot x4c nhan d6 sing cla tia ltra dién chi dya vao doi mét
cta minh. D6 12 cidn nguyén cia sy nhAm 14n. Chuyén dnh sdng gia tdng khi
danh tring tia N da dwoe chirng minh chi 1a 4o gidc hinh thanh do mong
mudn cua 6ng.”

“0, ngay ca mot nha vat 1y vi dai ciing mfc phai sai IMm don gian nhw
vay nhi.”

“Pinh ki€n 1a thir nguy hi€m thé” da’y. Vi vay t6i khong cho c6 biét truedc
bat ky diéu gi. Nho vy mi thu dwore nhirng thong tin v cuing khach quan
nhw thé nay.” Yukawa lai nhin xudng ban bdo cdo. Utsumi da vi€t no.

“Vay, két qua thé&' nao? C6 ding la ddp an ao khong?”

Yukawa khong tra 1o ngay ma ti€p tuc nhin dim dam xudng to gidy,
gitra doi 16ng may hin sau nép nhin.

“Pung 1a trong ti lanh van con mAy chai nwdc nhi.” Anh thdp giong nhw
dang ddc thoai.

“Tdi cling thdy hoi ky la & diem d6. Phu nhan Ayane c¢6 ndi ludn chud y



d€ nwdrc dong chai khong hét. Vdy ma ngay sau hém phu nhén vé nha bd'
me dé lai chi con mdt chai nwdc. Nhw vdy 1a sao nhi?”

Yukawa khoanh tay, mit nhim lai.

“Tién sinh.”

“Khong theé' nao.”

“Sao?”

“Chuyén do, tuyét doi khong th€. Nhwng ma...” Yukawa go kinh, dau

ngén tay 4n vao ddi mi mit. Anh cir the’ ng'di yén ba't dong.
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Tw ga lidabashi leo 1én con dwong doc Kagurazaka, di qua Bishamonten
roi ré trai ngay. Lai leo 1én mot con ddc ding la trong thdy toa nha dich
dén ndm & bén phai.

Kusanagi di vao tir ctra chinh. Twong bén trai gdn mot loat bién tén vin
phong. “Nha xud't ban Tanugi” nim & tAng hai.

C6 thang may nhueng Kusanagi leo thang bd. Cau thang chi't dong thung
cac-tong nén ra't kho di chuyén. Tuy vi pham ludt phong chdy chtra chay
nhung hom nay anh s& khong nhéc nhé ho.

Ctra van phong dang mé toang. Nhin vao trong, thdy vai ngwoi ngoi
quay vao ban lam vi€c. N nhan vién ng'6i vi tri ngoai cing nhin ra va ti€n
lai gan Kusanagi.

“Cé viéc gi the’a?”

“Anh Sasaoka c6 & day khong? Khi ndy t6i ¢6 hen qua dién thoai.”

Ngay ldc d6 c6 giong ndi xen vao, “A, vang.” Mot ngwoi dan dng map

map tho mat 1én tir bén kia chié€c ta dyng tai liéu. C6 1€ anh ta ng'6i xOm tw



nay dén gio.

“Anh la Sasaoka a?”

“Vang. Pung vay...” Anh ta m& ngan kéo chi€c ban bén canh, 12y ra
danh thi€p. “Vang. Anh va't va qua.”

Kusanagi ciing 13y danh thi€p ra trao doi. Trén danh thi€p cta ngwoi kia
dé “Nha xua't ban Tanugi, Giam ddc dai di€n, Sasaoka Kunio”.

“L’an dau tién t6i nhan duege danh thi€p cua cong an ddy. S€ 1a ky ni€ém
thu vi.” Sasaoka lat mdt sau tdi'm danh thi€p roi budt miéng ““6” mot ti€ng.
“(¥ @4y cdn ghi danh thiép giri anh Sasaoka. Ca ngy thing cu thé nira. A 2,
la d€ phong viéc st dung cho muc dich xau.”

“Xin dung 18y 1am kho chju. Chi 1a théi quen thoi.”

“Khong, can than nhw vay la tdt ma. Vang... ta s€ néi chuyén & day a?
Hay anh mudn ra quan nwéc?”

“O day cing dwoc.”

“Vay a.”

Sasaoka din Kusanagi ra noi ti€p khdch bai tri don gidn & goéc vin
phong.

“Xin 10i vi 1am phién lic anh ban ron.” Kusanagi ng'di xuéng chi€c ghé’
sO-pha boc da tdng hop mau den.

“Khong sao dau. Chd ching tdi khdc nhing cong ty 1om, ctr thong tha
lam viéc thoi.” Sasaoka toét miéng twoi cwoi. C6 vé khong phai 1a nguoi
xau.

“Nhw da trao doi qua dién thoai, t6i mudn héi vé Tsukui Junko.”

Nu cudi trén khuon mit Sasaoka vut tit.

“Nguoi d6 do t6i trye ti€p phu trach. Nguoi ¢6 tai nhw thé, thiat dang
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ti€c.
“Anh ¢6 lam viéc 1au dai v&i ¢6 Tsukui khong?”
“C6 thé& néi 12 khong 1au 1dm. G4n hai nim. Chiing t6i xua't ban dworc hai
cudn sach.”
Sasaoka dirng ddy, 14’y hai cudn sdch tranh tr chd ng'6i ctia minh.
“Chting day.”
T6i xin phép, Kusanagi n6i roi nhian 18y. Tén hai cudn sich tranh la

Ngwo'i tuyét ngd roi va Chuyén phiéu lwu ciia chii cho dd Taro.

“Nguoi tuyét va ché dd, cd ay thich 18y cdc nhan vat ¢ tor ngay xwa
lam nhan vt chinh nhi. C6 ca tdc phadm st dung bip bé ciAu ning nira.”

“T6i biét cudn d6. Tén 1a U cc gi ngay mai troi do mwa.”

Mashiba Yoshitaka dd xem tdc pham d6 va chon Tsukui Junko tao hinh
nhén vat cho phim hoat hinh tric tuyén.

Sasaoka gat dau, dudi 16ng may hwdng xudng.

“Vao tay c¢d Tsukui thi nhitng nhan vit quen mét ciing nhw tda ra 4nh
sang m&i mé. That sy 1a mot tai nang dang tiéc.”

“Anh c6 nhé nhirng chuyén lic cd Tsukui qua doi khong?”

“Tat nhién la nh¢. Du sao thi cling ¢6 thu d€'lai giri dich danh t6i ma.”

“Vay a. Toi ¢6 nghe gia quyén k€' la c6 &y d€ lai di thwe g&i mot s&
ngwoi.”

Gia dinh Tsukui Junko & Hiroshima. Kusanagi da néi chuyén v&i me cia
cd qua dién thoai. Ba cho biét, Tsukui Junko ty sit bang thudc ngh tai
phong riéng, d€'lai ba 14 thr & hién treong. Tat ca déu gii téi nhirng nguoi
c6 lién quan dén cong viéc. Mot trong s& d6 gui cho Sasaoka Kunio.

“Noi dung thw 12 1o xin 161 vi dot ngdt bod lai cong viéc theo cach nhw



vdy. Chic co Ay ban long vi lic d6 tdi dang nho cdy 1am tdc phdm mdi.”
Sasaoka nhan mat vé dau budn, cé 1€ do nh¢ lai chuyén ngay &Y.

“Trong thw khong vi€t gi vé dong co ty sat a?”

“Vang. Chi ¢6 nhirng 16 xin 161.”

Di thw ctia Tsukui Junko khdng chi cé vay. Ngay triedre khi ty sat ¢o con
gtri mot 14 thw cho ngwoi me. Poc né xong, me cd qud ba't ngo 1ién goi
dién cho con gai. Nhwng khong thé€ ndi may nén ba vdi vang bdo cong an.
Cong an dia phwong nhin dwore lién lac da chay dén chung cw va phat hién
thi the.

La the gii me cling khong viét gi vé dong co ty sat. Trong d6 chi la
nhitng ciu chit chit chira ndi niém biét on me da sinh ra va nudi minh
khon 16n, ta 16i vi cw x& nhwr vy v&i mang song quy gid Ay.

O d4u mdy bén kia, nguwdi me khée vi cudi cing van khong hidu chuyén
gi da xay ra. DU hai ndm troi qua nheng dwong nhw ndi dau budn vi mat
con khong hé voi bot.

“Anh Sasaoka, anh c6 nghi ra di€u gi vé viéc c6 Tsukui Junko ty sat
khong?”

Sasaoka bim moéi, 1ic dau truedc ciu hdi ciia Kusanagi.

“Lic d6 cong an cling hdi nhwng t6i hoan toan khong bi€t gi. Toi ¢ gip
Junko khoang hai tuan trwdec khi ¢6 &y ty sat nhung khong gon chit cam
gidc nao la c¢6 &y sé lam th€". Ciing c6 thé’ do tdi qua thi€u nhay cam.”

Khong phai do Sasaoka thi€u nhay cam. Kusanagi da gdp nhirng nguoi
nhan dworc hai di thw con lai, ho déu néi twong tu.

“Anh biét viéc ¢6 mot ngwoi dan d6ng cd Tsukui tirng hen ho khdng?”

Kusanagi doi cau hoi.



“T6i ¢6 nghe ndi. Nhwng khong biét d6 la ai, & dau. Thoi dai bay gio,
héi linh tinh v€& nhirng chuyén dé c6 the bi 1€n an la qua’y r6i tinh duc.”
Sasaoka dap mot cach nghiém tuc.

“Vay anh c6 bi€t nhan vat nao than thi€t voi cd ay ngoai ngwoi d6
khong? Ngwoi quen hodc ban than 1a phy nir ciing dwore.”

Sasaoka khoanh ddi c4nh tay ngdn va map map, xoay cd.

“Ngay ay toi cling nhan dwgc cau hdi ki€u dé nhung chaalng nghi dwoc
gi. Ciing c6 thé néi d6 1a mot ngwoi yéu sw ¢6 doc. Toi nghi, ¢6 1€ ¢6 &y chi
can miét mai v€ tranh trong phong riéng cling da hanh phic, c6 khi khong
may man ma voi viée gip go nguoi khac. Vi the, khi bié€t ¢6 ai d6 nhw 1a
ngwoi yéu cua co6 aYy, toi cam tha’y kha ngac nhién.”

Giong Mashiba Ayane, Kusanagi tham nghi. Tuy c6 tr¢gr Iy Wakayama
Hiromi hay nguwoi ban tr thud bé cung di sudi nwdc néng khi vé nha
nhwng vé co ban la song cudc doi co6 ddc. Cudc sdng cua c¢o chi la ng6i
trén ghé& so6-pha trong can phong khéach rong va khau khau ghép vai ca ngay.

Co thé’két ludn la Mashiba Yoshitaka thich kieu phy ni¢ nhw vdy khong?
Anh nghi.

Khong...

Hoi khdc mét chiit, Kusanagi cAn nhic. Anh nhé lai nhitng gi Ikai
Tatsuhiko da noi.

Cau &y khong ddnh gid cao di€ém &y. C6 v& ciu &y cho ring mot ngudi
phu nt khdng sinh con dwoee thi ng6i trén ghé cling chi giong nhw vat trang
tri vedng viu.

Mashiba Yoshitaka chon nhirng ngwoi phu nix ¢6 doc 1a vi chi coi ho nhw

cong cu sinh con. Rat cé the anh ta con nghi cong cu thi khong can phai



kém theo nhirng mdi quan hé phién phirc.

“Xin hoéi,” Sasaoka 1én ti€ng. “Tai sao bay gio’ cac anh lai diéu tra vé
viéc cb Ay ty sat vay? Tuy dong co khong rd rang nhung c¢6 vé ho khong
ti€n hanh diéu tra dac bi€t vi khong c6 tinh cha't cia mdt vu 4n mang.”

“Khong phai vi c6 nghi van trong viéc ty sat hay khong. Téi dang diéu
tra moOt vu an khac, xua't hié€n tén c¢6 Tsukui nén mu6n x4ac minh théi.”

“Rala vay.”

Sasaoka c6 vé toO mo mudn bi€t anh dang di€u tra vu 4n nao. Kusanagi
ltén quye€t dinh k€t thuc cudc noi chuyén.

“Xin 16i da 1am phién khi anh dang lam viéc. Toi xin phép.”

“Nhw vay la xong a? Chét that, to1 quén khong mang trara.”

“Khong sao. Cam on anh. C6 diéu, t6i mwon ching dwoc ch?” Anh
gio’ 1€n hai cudn sich tranh.

“Xin mei. Tang anh daYy.”

“Vay co6 duwoc khong?”

“Vang. C6 d&€ dé thi réi ching cling bi cit vun thdi.”

“Th& a. Vay cam on anh nhé.”

Kusanagi dirng day, di vé phia ctra ra vao. Sasaoka budc theo sau.

“Nhung ldc &y t6i ngac nhién 18m. Nghe tin c¢o &y qua doi, t6i khong hé
nghi la ty sat dau. Sau khi bi€t vi€c ty sét cling vay, cac dong nghiép dwa ra
nhiéu gia thiét 1m. C6 tén con néi, hay 12 c6 &y bi giét? Tuy 12 dn néi h'd
d6 nhung udng thir d6 d€ chét thi ciing la that.”

Kusanagi ding chan, nhin chim chidm khuon mit tron tria ctia Sasaoka.

“Thr d6?”

“Vang, cha't doc ay.”



“Khong phai thudc ngt a?”

Sasaoka ha h6c miéng, xua tay pht nhén.

“Khong phai, o, anh khong bi€t a? La arsen.”

“Arsen?” Kusanagi giat minh.

“Thay bao né dwoe dung trong vu kinh di€n, vu ca ri & Wakayama.”

“Thach tin 8y a?”

“A, ding la chat doc c6 tén dai loai nhw vay.”

Tim anh d4p manh 1€n. “T61 xin phép,” Kusanagi néi roi chay xudng
cau thang.

Goi dién cho Kishitani bing may di dong, anh ra 1énh c4u ta khah treong
18y tr cOng an quén cdc tai liéu lién quan dén vu ty sat cda Tsukui Junko.

“Rot cude 12 ¢6 chuyén gi? Kusanagi, anh van ban tAm dén tdc gid sdch
tranh d6 a?”

“Viéc nay thi ddi tredng cling s€ chd’p nhan thdi. Pung phan nan ntra,
lam theo loi t6i di.”

Anh tit mdy roi viy chiéc taxi dang lai gan. Kusanagi bdo ldi xe dua

minh d€n cong an Meguro.

Pa nhiéu ngay troi qua tir sau vu an, viéc diéu tra hoan toan khdng c6 tién
trien. Khong xac dinh dwoc phwong thirc ha doc da la ca mot van dé, va
mdt trong nhirng nguyén nhan 1a diéu tra chd nao ciing khong tim dwoc
nhan vt ¢6 dong co sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka. Ngwoi duy nhat c6 dong
co’ 1a Ayane nhwng chirng ctr ngoai pham cia c6 ra't hoan hao.

Kusanagi néu y kién voi Mamiya, cho rang vao ngay xay ra vu an, nhat



dinh ¢6 ngwoi da dén nha gia dinh Mashiba. Hon ntra con xin phép dwoc
diéu tra vé nguoi yéu cili cia Mashiba Yoshitaka 1a Tsukui Junko.

“Chaalng phai nguoi phu nir d6 dd ma't r'oi sao?” Mamiya noi.

“Chinh vi th& t6i moi d€ y.” Kusanagi dap. “Né&u nguyén nhin ty sat
nam & Mashiba Yoshitaka thi nhiéu kha ning quanh Tsukui Junko s& c6
ngwoi cam hian Mashiba.”

“Phuc thu 4y a? Nhung ma, viéc ty sat la ti hai ndm tredc ding khong?
Tai sao khong ra tay s&m hon?”

“Chuyén do thi tdi khong 1. Cling ¢6 th€ ngwoi d6 tinh toan, né€u khong
cho mot thoi gian r'6i méi phuc thu thi ¢6 th€ b lién hé dén viéc Tsukui
Junko tw sat.”

“Néu suy luan d6 chinh xac thi thd pham 1a mdt ngwoi vo cung cd chap
da’y. B&i vi ho da sdng sudt hai nam ma khong quén dwo'c moi han.”

Mamiya td ra ban tin bdn nghi nhung vin chip thuin cho anh diéu tra
ve Tsukui Junko.

Vi th& ma tr hom qua, Kusanagi hét goi dién thoai cho cha me Tsukui
Junko lai gdp go& nguwoi nhian duoc di the d€ tdp hop thong tin chi tiét.
Thong tin lién lac v&i gia dinh 1a do ngwdi phu trach cudn “Udc gi ngay
mai troii d0 mwa” cung cap.

Nhung cho dé&n ldc ndy, chwa thdy ai nhic dén chuyén Mashiba
Yoshitaka c6 li€n quan dén viéc ty sat. Khdng nhirng vay, ngay cd viéc co
&y ting hen ho véi Mashiba cling khong ai biét.

Theo 101 k€ cuia ba me thi khong hé phat hién dau vét cho thdy c6 dan
Ong ra vao cin phong cta Tsukui Junko. Vi th&’ ma biy gic ba van nghi that

tinh khong phai 1a nguyén nhan ty sat.



L'an d4u tién c¢6 nguoi thd’y bong dang Mashiba va Tsukui Junko & tiém
h'dng tra 1a khodng ba nam vé tred'c. M6t nam sau Junko ty sat, néu lic dé
cd vira chia tay vori Mashiba thi hoan toan logic.

Gia sw viéc chia tay Mashiba la nguyén nhan ty sat di ntra, n€u khong cé
ai bi€t diéu do thi nhan vat thu hin anh ta cing khong ton tai. Cudc diéu tra
ma't cdng xin phép Mamiya m&i duorc tiéh hanh dang sém 1am vio bé tic.

Pung luc &y thi anh nghe dwoc cau chuyén cha't doc.

Néu I8y tai liéu t don vi phu trach vu tw sat ctia Tsukui Junko trwdc
day thi anh da nhan ra sdm hon. Vi ngay t dau da goi dién dé€n nha cha me
nan nhan, nghe ba me k& ndi dung chi ti€t nhwng khong day diu ma anh bo
qua trinh ty co’ ban. Anh cht quan cho rﬁng, né€u vu viéc dwoc két luan la
tir sat thi & cong an quan chic s& khong c6 thong tin dang chd .

Tuy vdy, thong tin vé thach tin thi...

TA't nhién, c¢6 kha nidng do chi 1a sy ngiu nhién. Sau vu 4n bd ddc vao ca
ri @ Wakayama, thong tin thach tin 1a cha't kich ddc trd nén phd bién trong
xa hoi. Prvong nhién s& ngwoi nghi toi viée ding né d€ ty sat hodc ha sat
ngwoi khac cling tang 1én.

C6 diéu, viéc bi giét bing cha't doc giong nhw nguwdi yéu cii da sit dung
d€ tr sdt, n€u 12 ngiu nhién thi that khé tin. Phéi chiing s& hop 1y hon néu
cho rang c6 sw cha dinh ctia ai d6?

Pang suy nghi v€ chuyén nay thi di€n thoai di dong bédo c6 cudc goi dén.
Trén man hinh tinh thé hién thi tén cta Yukawa.

“Sao vay? Tw bao gior ciu lai thich goi dién gidng nt sinh trung hoc
theé?”

“C6 viéc mudn noéi nén chang con cach nao khac. Hom nay c6 gap nhau



& dau dwoe khong?”

“Khong phai la khong gap dwoc nhung ¢6 viée gi? Cau biét thu doan ha
ddc roi a?”

“Bdo la da biét thi khong chinh x4c 1dm. Chwa dworc chitng minh nhung
da tim ra phwong phap thyc hién, c6 theé' néi la the”.”

Tén nay vdn dan ndi quanh co nhw moi khi, Kusanagi buc bdi nghi nhwng
ban tay lai si€t chat chi€c dién thoai. Thwong thi Yukawa da tim ra dap dan
néu an ndi ki€u nay.

“Cau cho Utsumi bi€t chwa?”

“Chwa ndéi gi hét. Nhan tién ndi ludn, thoi diém nay tdi cling khong
mudn cho ciu biét. Vi th&, n€u twdng c6 the€ bi€t vé nd roi dén gap toi thi
chi tha't vong thoi.”

“Vay la sao chr? Thé thi viéc cdu mudn nodi 1a gi nao?”

“Yéu cau vé viéc dieu tra sép toi. T6i mudn xdc nhan xem c6 da diéu
kién d€ thyc hién thu doan dé hay khong.”

“Ttrc 1a cdu khong chju néi vé tha doan ma chi mudn cé dwoe thong tin
ttr t6i 2?7 Chic cdu ciing biét, cho nguwrdi ngoai biét vé thong tin diéu tra von
la diéu cam ki.”

Yukawa dap sau vai gidy im lang.

“T6i khong ngo 1a dén ldc nay con nghe dwgrc nhirng lovi d6 tw cu. Ma
thoi, sao cling dworc. Chwra the ndi ra thi doan 1a vi tdi ¢6 1y do. T6i mudn
gap roi mai giai thich.”

“Cau c6 lam qud khong da’y? To6i d€n cong an Meguro mdt ldc. Sau do
s& qua treong dai hoc. Chic 13 khoang 8 gior day.”

“Pén noi thi goi dién cho t6i. C6 1€ t6i khong c6 & phdong nghién ctru
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dau.

“Hi€u roi.”

Sau khi ngét mdy, Kusanagi nhin ra anh da bit dau ciing thealng.

Tha doan ha doc ma Yukawa nghi ra r&t cudc la gi? Ta't nhién, Kusanagi
khong nghi minh cé thé ty dodn ra vao ldc nay. Piéu anh lo ldng 12 vi tri
cuia Ayane s€ thé nao khi giai thich dwoee tha doan do.

Néu thit doan ma Yukawa nght ra lam sup do bikc twong chieng cik ngoqi
pham vitng chdc ciia c6 4y thi...

Khong con dwong dé chay tron nita, Kusanagi thdm nghi. Khong phai
ctia Ayane. Con dwong thodt than cta chinh anh sé€ bi déng lai. Sau d6, anh
b4t budc phai hudng sy nghi ngo vao cd.

ROt cudc thi Yukawa dinh khéi ddu cdu chuyén nao ddy? Cho dén gio
anh van néng 1ong doi thoi di€m d6 nhung hom nay thi khdc. Hoi thé cta

anh dan tré nén khé nhoc.

Trong phong hop cua cong an Meguro, Kishitani dang cam trén tay nhirng
tor gidy fax. D6 1a bdo cdo lién quan dén vu ty sat ctia Tsukui Junko do
cOng an quan gii d&€n. Bén canh cau ta con c6 Mamiya.

“T6i biét anh nhim vao dau roi. La chat doc ding khong?” Kishitani
chia to’ gid'y ra.

Kusanagi lwdt nhanh trén ban bdo cdo. Theo d6, Tsukui Junko da chét
trén givong tai nha riéng. Trén chi€c ban bén canh c6 dat mot c6¢c nwde da
voi mot ntra va mot tdi ni-16ng chira bot mau tring. Cha't bot mau trang d6

1a arsen trioxide, van dwgc goi 12 thach tin.



“Khong thdy viét gi vé cach thirc nan nhan cé dwoc nd nhi. Viy la
khong ro rang a?” Kusanagi 1am bam.

“Chéc 1a ho khong diéu tra sdu dén mirc d6 dau,” Mamiya néi. “Nhin
thé” nao cling khong thdy ddu hi€u hinh sy. Cong an quian dau ranh rang
dén mirc di diéu tra xud't xir clia thir khong t¢i ndi khé mua nhw thach tin.”

“Dur sao thi viéc c6 ngudi yéu cii tr sat bang thach tin ciing ddng quan
tm da’y. Anh Kusanagi gidi qua con gi.” Giong Kishitani hao hirng.

“Khong biét cong an cdn gitr chd thach tin d6 khong nhi?” Kusanagi noi.

“Pa xdc nhan roi. bang ti€c la khong con. Hai nam r'déi ma.” Mamiya td
vé ti€c nuoi.

N&u con sot lai thi ¢6 thé’ xac nhan né ¢6 gidng loai dwoec dung trong vu
an nay hay khong.

“Nhwng ma, hinh nhw ho khong giai thich cho gia dinh vé chat doc.”
Kusanagi td vé khé hiéu.

“Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Me ctia Tsukui Junko néi co6 &y ty sit bang thudc ngid. Tdi cir bin
khoan tai sao lai thé".”

“Bié&t dau chi 1a hi€u nham thoi?”

“Ciing c6 the.”

Nhung trong 1ong anh van nghi ngor, Liéu ngwoi me c6 thé’ nhdm ldn vé
chat doc ma con gdi minh dd dung dé’tw sdt hay khong?

“Utsumi ¢6 néi thé nay, d€n gio, tuy chi ting chit mét nhung viéc diéu
tra bit dau c6 tién trién roi.”

Nghe Kishitani néi, Kusanagi ngang mat 1én.

“Utsumi noi gi co?”



“Twr chd thdy gido Galileo V€, ¢ vé da hoc dwge kién thirc nao do.”
Mamiya déap. “Co ta bdo, bay gio thir xét nghiém triét d€ mot Tan thiét bi
loc nuére gédn & dwong dng nha Mashiba xem. Goi 12 gi nhi, tén co sé& d6?”

“SPring-8.” Kishitani noi.

“Diing r'oi, 1a chd d6. Tién sinh Yukawa néi hay 1am xét nghiém & do, k€
ca c6 phai nho va. Utsumi gio dang chay dén chay ddo bén van phong
chinh phu d¢€'lo tha tuc.”

SPring-8 1a trung tAm nghién ciru phéng xa 1&n nha't the gidi nidm & tinh
Hyogo. Do & d6 c6 th€ phan tich thanh phan du dw liéu xét nghiém la vo
cung nhd nén dwoc tin dung d€ phuc vu diéu tra t6i pham tir mua thu nam
1998. Khi xay ra vu an bd ddc vao ca ri, noi nay ciing dwgc st dung de
phuc vu cong tac gidm dinh va sy htru hiéu khi &y da gy nhiéu cha y.

“Vay la Yukawa cho r?mg cha't ddc dwore dit vao thiét bj loc nwde a?”

“Theo nhirng gi Utsumi néi thi ¢6 vé nhu vay.”

“Nhung tén d6 chic chin la chwa tim thay cdch thyc hién...” Pang néi
do thi anh giat minh.

“Sao vay?”

“Khong, thue ra thi 14t nira toi s& gip tén ay. Nghe hin néi thi ¢6 vé da
giai thich dwoe thd doan, khong biét d6 c6 phai 1a phwong thirc bd cha't doc
vao thiét bj loc nwdc hay khong...”

Mamiya gat dau.

“Utsumi ciling n6i diéu twong t. C6 vé tién sinh da gidi dwgrc bi an r'oi
nhung khong chju gidi thich phan quan trong nhit, vin nhw moi khi nhi,
thay gido do6 tuy thong minh nhwng tinh ciach ky qudc that.”

“Co6 vé ciing khong dinh cho t6i bi€t vEé thu doan d6 dau.”



Mamiya cwoi kho.
“Thdi ciing danh. Pang nio ciu Ay ciing hop tac di cheamg duoc gi. Du
sao thdy gido da goi cdu dén thi sé c6 loi khuyén nao d6 hiéu qua. Pén d6

nghe cho ky vao.”

Kusanagi dén treong dai hoc thi da hon 8 gio'. Anh goi dién cho Yukawa
nhung khong k&€t n6i dworc. BAm mady Tan nwra, sau vai h'éi chudng thi
Yukawa bét mdy.

“Xin 106i nhé. Toi khong d€y dién thoai.”

“Gio cau & dau? Phong nghién ctru a?”

“Khong, & phong th€ chit. Cau van nh& vi tri ch?”

“Puwong nhién roi.”

Anh ngit mdy roi di vé phia nha th€ chit. Di qua cdng chinh r'oi ré trdi
la d&n tda nha mau tro ¢6 mai hinh vom. Thoi sinh vién, Kusanagi dén day
nhiéu hon hén so v&i khu hoc dwdmng. Anh ciing da gip Yukawa & d6. Lic
Ay ca hai van con gy. Gio thi ngwdi duy tri dwoe voe ddng chi ¢ Yukawa.

bi vé phia san tip, anh thd'y mdt thanh nién trong trang phuc tip luyén,
cam vot danh cau 16ng. Trong thdy Kusanagi, anh ta cti dau chao.

Trén san, Yukawa ng6i d6 va dang khoédc Ién minh chi€c 4o ctia Wind
Breaker. Ludi van ciing gitra san. Chéc cu ta vira tap luyén xong.

“To6i van nghi gido sw ¢6 nhiéu nguoi song 1au, gio' méi hiéu ly do. Vi
ho c6 the€ st dung co’ s& vat chdt cta treong nhe mot phong tdp gym mién
phi chuyén dung cho minh.”

Séc mit Yukawa khong hé thay d6i trude giong gidu cot ctia Kusanagi.



“Béo chuyén diing cho ban thin 12 nhAm r'6i. T6i nghiém tdc dit chd d€
dung ddy. Vai lai, khdo sat vé viéc song tho ctia gido sw cling c6 van de.
Vén di, d€ tré thanh gido sw phai ma't nhiéu thoi gian va cong sic. Co
nghia la n€u khong da khde manh d€ s6ng lau thi khong th€ thanh gido sw
dwoc. Cau nham k&t qua voi nguyén nhén roéi.”

Kusanagi ho khan, khoanh tay lai va nhin xudng Yukawa.

“Chuyén mudn noi la gi?”

“A, tir tr ciing dwoc ma. Cdi nay thi sao? Chang may khi.” Yukawa v&i
18y cdp vot cau 16ng, chia mot céi vé phia Kusanagi.

“To6i khong dén d€ choi cai nay dau nhé.”

“Cau ma miét mai d&n mirc bao ti€c thoi gian thi Ion chuyén ddy. Toi
dinh néi tw tredre r'oi, ma’y nam gan day, hdong ctia cau du ¢6 ndi giam di thi
cling phai tang dén 9 centimet. Chi chay di chay lai tham van thi khong
hiéu qua gi cho viéc gitr dang dau.”

“Cau day do toi ddy a.” Kusanagi c&i 4o khodc, cAm 147y cdy vot dang
chia tredrc mat.

Lau 1&m anh m&i d6i mit v&i Yukawa qua tAm luedi. Cam gidc khodng
hai mwoi nim veé trede bong tré lai song dong.

Nhung d6 nhay cam d€ xit Iy qua ciu 16ng bang vot thi khong quay lai
ngay 1ap tirc. ThAdm chi anh con thdy ro sy gidm sut th€ lyc. Yukawa néi
ding, chi vdn ven muoi phit la anh thé gdp va chan khdng nhiic nhich
dwoc nwra.

Nhim vio khoang khong va nhdy dap thanh cdng, Kusanagi ng6i thup
xudng.

“Chéic toi gia roi. N&u 1a vt tay thi t6i khong thua dau, k&€ cd v&i hoi



tré.”

“Ma’y tro nhw vat tay chi y&€u dung co’ nhanh thi n€u ¢6 suy y&u do tudi
tic, chi can rén luyén mdt chit 1a ngon ngay. Nhwng nhirng mon can co
cham d€ duy tri strc bén thi rd't 1au moi lam dwoe nhw trede. Chirc niang
tim phdi ciling vay. T6i xin goi ¥ 14 ciu nén c¢& géng luyén tip nhe nhang va
déu dan.”

Yukawa ho hitng néi, nhip thé khdong hé bi r6i loan. Tén nay diing la
qudi vdt, Kusanagi tham nghi.

Hai nguoi ngdi canh nhau, lwng dya vao twong. Yukawa 18y binh nwdc
ra, 16t chi't 1dng bén trong vao nip roi dwa né cho Kusanagi. Anh nhap thi,
dé6 1a nwdc udng the€ thao. P6 udng da dwgre lam lanh.

“Thé nay ctr nhw quay lai thoi sinh vién &y nhi. Chi c¢6 trinh d0 cuaa toi
la té di nhiéu.”

“Néu khong duy tri thi k¥ thut cling gidm stt cung voi the€ lwc. T6i duy
tri nhung clu thi khong. Co the thoi.”

“Cau an ui toi da’y a?”

“Khong. Sao tdi phai an ui ciu ch?”

Thay Yukawa lam ra vé ngac nhién, Kusanagi cudi khd. Anh trd nip
binh cho Yukawa r'6i tré lai vé nghi€m tic.

“Cha't d6c ndm trong thiét bi loc nwére, ding khong?”

“[\J’,” Yukawa gat dau. “T6i cling ndi trén dién thoai r'oi da’y, chwa chirng
thirc dwore. Nhung chéic t6i khong sai."

“Vi th& cau m&i bao Utsumi xét nghiém thi€t bi loc nwé'c & SPring-8
a?’

“To6i ¢6 dwge 4 thi€t bi loc nwdc gidng nhw thé” va da ti€n hanh thyc



nghiém, dit mot it thach tin vao va rira bang nwde vai Tan xem sau d6 ¢
the phat hién thanh phéan hay khong. Lam & treong nay thi ¢c6 phwong phép
phan tich st dung plasma cao tan cam tng.”

“Cao tan cam wng... la cai gi thé?”

“Cau khong hiéu ciing dwgre. Chi can bi€t dé 1a phwong phap phan tich
vO cung tién ti€n. Sau khi thi nghiém trén bdn thi€t bi loc nwdc, tim thdy
arsen & hai cdi, hai cdi con lai khong cho ra k&t qua ro rang. Vat liéu dwoc
dung cho thiét bi loc nwdc &y c6 phd mét 1op ma dac biét, du 1a cac hat
siéu nho ciing cyc ky khé bam dinh. Hon ntra, sau khi trao d6i v&i Utsumi,
toi bi€t ho da s& dung phwong phap phd hap thu nguyén ti d€ giam dinh
thi€t bi loc nwdc nha Mashiba. Phwong phdp d6 thi d6 nhay it nhiéu sé kém
hon cach cida tdi. Vi vy t6i m&i bao cd &y mang ching dé€n SPring-8.”

“Pén mirc d6 thi chic ciu hoan toan ty tin ro6i.”

“Khong the' ndi tuyét doi. Nhwng t6i chi nghi dwgrc dén thé.”

“Vay rot cudc 1am thé" nao d€ cho cha't ddc vao? Toi nghe Utsumi néi 1a
khong thé'lam dwoe nén danh tw bé co ma?”

Yukawa im ling trwéc ciu hdi ctia Kusanagi. Hai tay anh nim chit khin
lau.

“P6 la tha doan gdy an a? Twc la khong thé ndi cho t6i bi€t ding
khong?”

“T6i cling bdo voi Utsumi roi, khdng the€ gieo dinh kién vao dau cac cau
dwoc.”

“Chting t6i ¢6 mang dinh ki€n hay khong thi c¢6 gi lién quan dén tha
doan gy an chir?”

“Rat lién quan da’y.” Yukawa hwdng vé phia Kusanagi. “Néu thu doan



ma t6i nghi ra c¢6 theé ti€n hanh trong thyc t& thi ra't c6 kha nang dau vét
con lwu & dau d6. Mang thiét bi loc nwdc d&n SPring-8 cling nham tim ra
da’u v€t ay. Tuy nhién, n€u khong tim thady vet tich cling khong c6 nghia la
thd thuat d6 khong dwoc st dung. D6 1a mdt thu thuat dac biét nhw thé
day.”

“R01, the" thi sao?”

“Gia st thoi di€m hién tai t6i da cho cdc ciu bi€t vé ndi dung cua thh
thuit. N&u phat hién da'u vét thi t6t réi. Nhung trong treong hop khong
tim tha’y thi sao day? Lic d6 cdc cdu c6 th€ thi€t 1ap lai tw duy khong?
Chflng phai cdc ciu van sé trin trd vEé tha thuat d6 a?”

“Thé thi... ¢6 thé s€ nhw vay. B&i vi ciing khdng ¢6 can ctr cho thd’y thi
thuat dé khong dwoe st dung nhi.”

“D¢ 1a viec cd nhan to1 khé long chap nhan.”

“Y cdu 12 sa0?”

“Nghia l1a t6i khong muén tdp trung nghi ngo vao mdt nhan vt cu thé
ma khong c6 chirng cr. B&i vi, thiee hién dwge tha thuit nay, trén thé gian
chi ¢c6 mo6t ngwoi duy nha't.”

Kusanagi nhin thealng vao d6i mit Yukawa phia sau ciip kinh.

“Phu nhan Mashiba a?”

Yukawa chidm rdi chép méit. C6 vé anh dang khzalng dinh.

Phii, Kusanagi thé hét ra.

“Sao ciling dwgc. Toi thi ti€p tuc di€u tra ki€u chinh dién thdi. Cudi cung
cling tim dwoc cdi c6 vé 1a manh m&i.”

“Manh moi a?”

“Tim dwgc ngwoi yéu cii cia Mashiba Yoshitaka roi. Hon ntra con ¢6



di€m twong d6ng v&i vu an Tan nay.”

Kusanagi k& lai chuyén Tsukui Junko tw sit bang cich udng thach tin.
Anh biét Yukawa khong phai ki€u nguoi wa dong dai.

“Thé a, hai nam trwedre lai ¢6 chuyén nhuw vay...”

Anh mét Yukawa tr& nén xa xam.

“Cau thi c6 thl thuit d6 va dwong nhw rd't ty tin nhung tdi khdng nghi
hwdng di ctia minh 12 nhAm 14n. Vu 4n T4n nay khong don gian chi 1a nguwoi
vo tirc gidn vi bj ch'dng phan boi r'di tra thu. Toi van nghi nd dinh ddng dén
chuyén gi d6 phtre tap hon thé’.”

Nghe vy, Yukawa li€én nhin vao mat Kusanagi roi ba't ngo' nhoén miéng
cuoi.

“Sao chwr, kh6 chiu thé nhi. Téi néi gi khéng ding a?”

“Khong dau. Téi chi nghi, nhw vay thi cé khi t6i khong can mat cong
goi ciu dén day.”

Thay Kusanagi nhiu may vi khong hi€u minh vwra néi gi, Yukawa ti€p
tuc gat gu.

“Y t6i chinh xéc 1a diéu ciu vira néi. Goc ré chia vu 4n nay sau xa dén
bat ngor. Khong chi 1a chuyén trwdc va sau vu dn, can quay nguoc lai qua
khtr treede kia va diéu tra tat ca moi viéc. T6i dac biét hirng thi véi chuyén
ciu vira k&. Trong d6 c6 nhic d&n thach tin nira nhi.”

“Toi khong hiéu. Cau van nghi ngo’ phu nhan Mashiba ding khong? Vay
ma c4u van cho 1a chuyén qud khir quan trong a?”

“Quan trong chix. V6 cung quan trong.” Yukawa cam 13y vot va tdi thé
thao roi dieng day. “Toi thdy nguoi lanh roi. VE thoi.”

Hai nguoi bd nha th€ chi't lai phia sau. Yukawa dwng lai bén cong chinh.



“T6i s€ quay lai phong nghién ctru, cdu thi sao? Udng ca phé khong?”

“Van con chuyén mudn néi a?”

“Khong, tir phia t6i thi khong.”

“Vay thi xin phép nhé. T61 v€ co quan day, c6 viéc can lam.”

“Hi€u r'6i.” Yukawa quay got.

“Yukawa,” Kusanagi goi anh lai. “C6 &y da gwri cho ngwoi cha mot chiéc
4o khoac ki€u khau ghép vai c6 may thém mi€ng dém cho phan hong. La vi
nghi d&n kha nang ong cu bi ngd n€u trwgt chan trén tuyét.”

Yukawa quay d4u lai. “The thi sao?”

“Co0 &y khong phai ki€u ngwoi hanh dong khinh suat. B6 1a nguoi ¢ thé
xac nhan v&i chinh minh mét viéc nao dé la nén hay khong trwedc khi hanh
dong. To6i cho rang, mot ngudi nhw vdy sé khong dén mic ra tay giét nguwdi
chi v&i 1y do bi ch'ong phan boi.”

“Tryc giac cua canh sat hinh sy day a?”

“To6i dang néi vé &n twong cta minh. Nhung chic ciu ciing gidng
Utsumi, cho rang toi ¢6 tinh cdm dic biét danh cho phu nhan Mashiba nhi?”

Yukawa thoang cup mét r'6i lai nhin Kusanagi.

“C6 tinh cam didc biét cling dau c6 sao. T6i tin cidu khong phai 1a ké yéu
dudi vi tinh cdm ma bé cong nguyén tic clia mot canh sdt hinh sy. Con mot
diéu ntra,” anh gio’ ngoén tay trd 1én r'oi ti€p tuc néi. “Piéu ciu vira néi ¢
the ding day. Co6 ta khong phai ké ngu ngdc.”

“Cau van nghi ngor co Ay a?”

Nhwng Yukawa khong tra 1o, chi gioo mot tay 1én chao roi quay lwng

buoc di.
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Kusanagi hit mot ho'i that sdu réi bAm chudng cra.

Vwra nhin t&m bi€n dé Anzu House, anh vwra ty hdi vi sao minh lai cing
theamg nhu vay.

Canh ctra m@ ra du khdng ¢6 h'di dap trén loa ngoai. Khudn mat véi lan
da tréng ctia Ayane xuAt hién. C6 nhin Kusanagi bang 4nh mét dju dang
nhr mét ngwoi me quan tim dén con trai ciia minh.

“Anh ding gio’ that.” Co ndi.

“A, th& a.” Kusanagi nhin xudng dong hd deo tay. Vira ding 2 gio
chiéu. Treoc d6 anh da goi dién va bdo la minh mu6én dé€n tham vao tam
thoi gian nay.

Xin moi, cO m& to canh ctra moi anh vao nha.

Léan treoc Kusanagi dén day la lic yéu cau Wakayama Hiromi cung di
de phuc vu diéu tra. Tuy hom d6 khong th€ quan sat ky nhwng anh cam
tha’y bén trong can phong hom nay c6 hot khic. Ban thao tac hay noi tha't

van nhw vy nhung c6 vé kém ruc ro hon.



Ng6i xudng chiéc ghé” dwgec moi, anh ngdm nghia xung quanh. Ayane
vra 6t tra trong &m vao co¢ vira ceoi kho.

“Can phong trong hoan toan v6 vi ding khong? Mot Tan ntra tdi lai nhan
ra 6 cia Hiromi d€ ¢ ddy nhiéu dé&n ba't ngo:.”

Kusanagi im lang gat dau.

Hinh nhv Wakayama Hiromi ¢6 néi v&i anh 1a mudn cha dong xin nghi.
Kusanagi thd’y ciing dé hi€u khi nghe diéu d6. Phu ntt binh thuwong s& lam
vay khi chuyén ngoai tinh v&i Mashiba Yoshitaka da ro rang.

Ayane roi khoi khach san va & lai cdn phong nay to hom qua. C6 vé ¢6
khong mudn s6ng & nha riéng. Kusanagi hi€u dworc cam giac do.

Ayane dit cdc tra tred'c mat Kusanagi. “Phién ¢6 qua,” anh ndi.

“Séng nay toi dd vé qua nha.” Ayane ngdi vao chd ddi dién vdi
Kusanagi.

“Nha riéng 2y a?”

Co dit ngon tay 1én miéng cdc, cam hoi cii xudng.

“PE€ twdi nwdc cho hoa. Chiing héo rii ca r'oi.” Kusanagi nhian mit.

“Xin 10i. Toi gitr chia khéa ma khong c¢6 thoi gian di twedi cdy...”

Ayane vQ1 vang xua tay.

“Khong sao dau. Pung ra t6i cling that qua dang khi nho anh Kusanagi
viéc &y. T6i n6i vay khdng phaéi cé y trach méc dau, xin ding ban tam.”

“T6i quén khudy di mat. Tw gio’ toi s€ d€’'y.”

“Khong, that sy 1a khong sao dau. Toi dinh tr nay s€ vé twdi cdy mdi
ngay ma.”

“Thé a. Xin 10i vi chaamg gitp duoc gi cho ¢6. Vay tdi ciing nén tra lai

chia khéa nha nhi.”



Ayane nghiéng dau vé bin khoin rdi nhin vao mat Kusanagi.

“Phia cong an khong can di€u tra th€m ¢ nha t6i nira a?”

“Khong, chwa c6 gi can xem xét.”

“Vay thi anh c gitr n6 di. P&n lic phai diéu tra thi khdong céan tdi dén
cung dworc.”

“Toi hi€u roi. VAy tdi nhin trdch nhiém gitr nd.” Kusanagi vd vao nguc
trai. Bén trong ti 4o nguc 1a chia khod nha Mashiba.

“Phai r'6i, binh twdi ciy d6 la ctia anh Kusanagi a?”

Kusanagi dang dwa cdc tra I1én miéng, nghe Ayane hdi li€én dap ban tay
con lai 1€n tran.

“Toi biét cdi lon rdng duc 16 ma c6 van dung ciing khong t& nhung c6 18
binh twdi van hiéu qua hon ching... Toi lai 1am viéc dw thtra roi.”

Ayane mim cudi lac dau.

“T6i khong biét lai ¢6 binh twdi to nhw vay. Toi dung thi roi va thd'y rat
tién, d&n mrc nghi n€u minh lam nhw vay tr sém phai hon khong. Cam on
anh.”

“Cd néi vay thi téi yén tm roi. Toi cit lo 1dng vi ¢d chic han rat yéu
quy cdi lon rong ay.”

“T6i dau d&€n mirc yéu quy d'6 vat nhw thé”. Anh bd né di r'oi a?”

“A... khong duoc a?”

“Khong sao dau. Ba lam phién anh roi.”

Ayane cuoi va cii dau cam on, ding lic &y dién thoai dit trén ké d6
chuéng. “Xin cho mot chit,” ¢6 néi r'oi dieng diy, nha’c may.

“Vang, Anzu House xin nghe... A, c6 Oota... Sao?... Vang... A, thé’a.”

Ayane van cwoi nhung Kusanagi nhin thd'y hai md ¢o hoi cing lai. Khi



sap dap mdy, bi€u cdm d6 hoan toan biéh mat.

“Xin 16i anh nhé,” Ayane lai ng'di xudng ghé’.

“Cé chuyén gi 2?” Kusanagi hodi. Khée mét Ayane d€16 vé bu'dn ba.

“La hoc vién 1op khau ghép vai. Gia dinh c6 viéc nén c¢6 &y khong thé€
theo hoc dwgc nira. B6 1a ngwoi da hoc & day sudt hon ba nam.”

“Vay a. bung la phy ntr ndi tro) mudn hoc gi cling khé nhi.” Ayane nhe
nhang dap.

“Tw hom qua, lién tuc cé dién thoai xin nghi hoc. Co dy la ngwoi th
nam.”

“Do anh hwdng ctia vy an a?”

“T6i nghi d6 cling 1a nguyén nhan, nhwng c¢6 1€ cha y&u vi Hiromi nghi
day. Mot ndm nay Hiromi van Ién 1&p gidp toi, thwc chdt moi ngwdi nhuw
hoc tro ctua ¢6 ay vay.”

“Ttc la thdy nghi nén minh cling nghi theo a?”

“T6i nghi ho khdng doan k&t dé€n thé nhwng c6 thé cam nhan dwgrc bau
khong khi ¢6 vé xau di, ding khéng? Phu nir rd't nhay cdm v&i hoan canh
nhw vay.”

“Vang...”

Kusanagi dap mot cach khong 16 rang boi ddi véi anh viée nay that kho
hi€u. Chang phai ho d&n 1&p vi mudn hoc ky thuat clia Ayane hay sao? Gior
s€ dwoe Ayane tryc ti€p gidng day, cac hoc trd phai vui mwng mdi ding
chi?

Cé &y han sé hiéu dwoc cdm gide ciia ho, trong dAu anh hién 1én khuon
mat Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chac sdp toi s€ ¢6 thém ngwoi mudn bd hoc. Viéc thé nay c6 the sé



giong nhu phan ng diy chuyén phai khong? Tha riang t6i cho 1&p hoc nghi
mot thoi gian c6 18 t6t hon.” Ayane chdng cam rdi lai ng'di theamg leng nhw
th€ giat minh. “Xin 10i. Viéc nay du c6 lién quan d&n anh Kusanagi.”

Bi ¢6 nhin thaalng, Kusanagi bat gidc hwéng anh méit xudng.

“Ctr th&’ nay thi cd khé ma binh tdim dwgc nhi. T6i s€ doc swc d€ giai
quy€t vu an cang so'm cang t6t. Khi d6 ¢6 ¢6 phén nao thodi mai hon
khong?”

“Co 1& th€". Co the'tdi sé di du lich mot minh de€ thay doi tam trang.”

“Th¢ cling tot daYy.”

“T61 hau nhw khong ¢6 nhirng chuyén du lich ding nghia. Tuy ngay xwa
cé di nwdc ngoai mot minh.”

“Po 1a Iic cd dé€n Anh du hoc phai khdng?”

“Anh nghe cha me t6i k€ a. Chuyén cling lau r'6i.” Ayane cui xuéng roi
lai ngang Ién. “Ping r'6i. Toi c¢6 viéc muén nho' anh Kusanagi gitp, liéu ¢
duoc khong?”

“La viéc gi vay?” Kusanagi uong ngum tra roi dat chi€c c6c 1€n mat
ban.

“Birc twdng ndy ching ¢6 gi, trong vo vi ding khong?”

Ayane nhin Ién btrc twong bén canh. Pung l1a & d6 khong c¢6 vt trang tri.
Cho dén gan day, hin vn c6 gi d6 dwoc gin trén twong, né d€ lai dau vét
hinh vuong.

“Trudc day c6 treo mot tAm tham. Nhung né do Hiromi lam nén t6i tdng
lai cd ay. Vi the’ m&i ¢6 cdm gidc trong trdi nhw vay, tdi nghi phai trang tri
cai g1 do.”

“Th€ a. Vay c6 da quyet dinh treo gi chwa?”



“Véang, hom nay t6i dd mang tr nha dén.”

Ayane ding diy, 18y géi gidy dat & géc phong. N6 ph'ong to, ¢6 vé chira
tht gi d6 bang vai bén trong.

“Po 1a gi vay?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Tham treo trong phong ngu & nha téi. Nhung & d6 khong can dén n6
nwra.”

“Ra la th&,” Kusanagi dirng 1én. “Vay ta treo n6 1én thoi.”

“Vang,” Ayane ddp, 18y vat bén trong ra khoi tdi gidy. Nhwng cd lién
dwng tay lai.

“A, tredre d6 phai nghe viéc anh Kusanagi can néi da. Anh dén day vi
chuyén d6 ma?”

“Khong sao, d€ sau cling dworc.”

Ayane nghiém tidc 1ic dau.

“Khong th€ thé” dwgrc. Anh Kusanagi dé€n day vi cong viéc, xin hay wu
tién chuyén do truede.”

Kusanagi nhan mat cwoi, gt dau roi 18y so tay trong tdi 40. Sau d6, anh
mim chat moi nhin co.

“Vay toi xin phép hoi. Téi nghi d6 khong phai la nhirng cau hoéi thoai
mai d&i voi ¢d nhung vi cude diéu tra, xin hdy thong cam.”

“Vang,” Ayane dap.

“T6i da biét tén ngwoi phu nir hen ho véi ch'ong ¢6 trede khi két hon.
Mot nguoi tén 1a Tsukui Junko. C6 ¢6 tirng nghe dén cdi tén &y khong?”

“Tsukui...”

“Tsukui Junko. Tén c6 &y vi€t theé” nay.” Kusanagi cho Ayane nhin céi

t€n dwoc viét trong so tay.



Ayane nhin thfmg vao mét Kusanagi, “L'An d4u tién tdi biét cdi tén nay,”
cO dap.

“Vay, c6 da bao gio nghe chdng ndi veé tac gia sach tranh chwa? Nhirng
chi ti€t ra't nhé cling dwoc.”

“Tac gia sach tranh a?”” C6 nhiu may, nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“C0 Tsukui Junko twng v€ sach tranh. Vi viy, toi m&i nghi dé€n kha ning
chong cd tong k€ vé mdi quan hé d6 nhw mot chuyén trong qua khi.”

Anh mit Ayane chéch xudng dwdi, cd nhap mdt ngum tra.

“Xin 161, nhwng t6i khong nhé chuyén nao vé sach tranh hay tdc gid sdch
tranh do chdng tdi k& lai. N&u tirng nghe chéc toi s& c¢6 an twong. Béi vi
th& gidi chia toi hoan toan khong lién quan dén ngwoi d6.”

“Vay a. Th& thi chju roéi.”

“Xin héi... ngwoi &y lién quan d&n vu d4n a?” Ayane chti ddong hoi.

“Chwra biét thé nao. Gio toi van dang diéu tra.”

“Thé& a.” Ayane cup mét xudng. Cd chép mét, hang mi dai rung 1én.

“T6i c6 the’ hdi thém mdt cau khong? C6 the' toi khong nén hdi ¢6, nhung
nhitng ngudi dwoe nhic d&n déu khong con trén ¢di doi nay nira.”

“Nhitng ngudi dwoc nhic d&n?” Co ngude 1én.

“Vang. Thuec ra thi ¢6 Tsukui Junko &y cling mat r'6i. Hai ndm trwde.”

“0...” Ayane mé to mit.

“Vay, toi hdéi nhé, theo ching t6i bi€t dworc sau khi vat va di€u tra,
ch'ong cb c¢6 da'u hiéu che gidu moi ngwoi xung quanh vé moi quan hé véi
¢ Tsukui Junko. C6 nghi vi sao lai nhw vay? Thoi di€m bit dau hen ho vdi
cd, chong cd c6 hanh xtr twong ty khong?”

Ayane 6m cOc tra bang ca hai tay, suy nghi mot lic. R'6i c6 ddp tuy van



nghiéng dau suy nghi.

“Chong t6i khong che gidu mdi quan hé v&i tdi voi nhitng ngwoi xung
quanh. Treong hop cda tdi, Ian dau gdp nhau con ¢6 ca anh Ikai, ngwoi ban
than thi€t nha't cia chong t6i.”

“A, ding vay nhi.”

“Nhwng, gia st anh Ikai khong cé & do, cling c6 thé chdong t6i s€ c&
ging khong d€ ngwoi khdc bidt veé t6i.”

“Tai sao vay?”

“B&i vi, n€u khong ai bi€t thi ldc chia tay cling khong phai nghe xung
quanh xi xao don doan.”

“Nghia 1a, anh 4y van tinh dén kha ning chia tay 2?”

“T6i nghi, nén ndi 1a tinh d&n treong hop doi tdc khdng the sinh con thi
ding hon. B&i vi, nhanh chéng chia tay trong treong hgp d6 1a cach giai
quyét cta chong t6i. P&i v&i anh &y, hon nhéan 1y twedng 1a cudc hdon nhan
lam dwoc diéu xa hoi thweong néi.”

“Qua that sinh con la muc dich duy nhat a? Nhung r6t cudc cudc hon
nhan v&i ¢6 lai thanh ra thé nay.”

Ayane mim cuwoi an y trede nhieng 1oi nay cia Kusanagi. L'an dau tién,
anh tha'y 4nh mét d6 sang 1én nhw toan tinh diéu gi.

“Ly do ra't don gian. Toi cy tuyét diéu d6. Cho dén truedc khi chinh thirc
k&t hon, toi d€ nghi anh &y can than tranh thai.”

“Ra la th&. Vay thi, thoi gian & canh cd Tsukui Junko, chdc anh nha
khong tranh thai dau nhi?”

Biét d6 1a cau hoi sdng swong nhung Kusanagi van bao gan tung ra.

“C6 th€, chdc 1a vay. T6i nghi vi thé ngwoi phu nir &y méi bi bd roi.”



“Bi bd roi?”
“Chdng t6i 12 ngwdi nhrr the’ ma.” Cé6 mim cwdi nhw nhic d&n chi dé
ra’t tha vi.
Kusanagi gap s0 tay lai.
“T6i hiéu roi. Cam on ¢6.”
“Vay la xong roi a?”
“Thé& 1a dd roi. Xin 16i vi nhitng ciu hdi khong maYy dé chiu.”

“Khong sao. Vi tdi cling teng hen ho voi ngroi dan 6ng khiac ngoai anh
g g c

ay.”
“Puing th& nhi.” Kusanagi that long néi. “Thoi, toi gitip c6 treo tAm tham
nhé.”

“Vang,” Ayane dap roi cam 18y boc gid’y khi nay. Nhung ngay lap tirc,
cd budng né xudng nhw vira suy nghi ky.

“Hom nay thi thoi. Nghi lai thi tdi vAn chwa lau birc twong nay. D€ toi
lam sach né roéi ty treo.”

“Vay a. Treo vao day chic s& dep 1dm. N&u can gitp cd ¢t néi nhé.”

“Cam on anh,” Ayane cui dau.

Roi khodi Anzu House, Kusanagi ngdm lai trong dau cAu hoi minh da bat ra.
Hon ntra con xac nhén lai, liéu cau trad loi cia ¢6 c6 phai la phan &ng hop
1y hay khong.

Téi tin cdu khong phdi ké yéu dudi, vi tinh cdm ma bé cong nguyén tdc
cia mot cdnh sdt hinh sw. Loi Yukawa vang 1€n rd mom mot trong tam tri

anh.
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Loa trén tau thdng bdo sip dén ga Hiroshima. Kaoru g& khdi tai chiéc tai
nghe ndi véi iPod, vira ci't né vao ba 16 vira roi khoi chd ngoi.

Budc xudng sin ga, c6 xac nhan lai dia chi viét trong sO tay. Nha cha
me Tsukui Junko nim & Takayachou, thanh phd Higashi-Hiroshima. Ga
gan nhat 1a Nishi-Takaya. Chuy&n tham ngay hom nay da dwoc bdo truedc
cho gia dinh &y. Tsukui Yoko, me cua Junko, cé vé hoi b6i rdi khi nghe
dién thoai. C6 18 vi Kusanagi cling da hdi vé vu tr st ctia Junko. Chéc hin
ba tha'y nghi ngai, vi sao dén bay gio’ diéu tra vién cua cong an tha do lai
quan tam dén chuyén do.

Pén ga Hiroshima, ¢6 mua nwdc khodng & quay ban hang roi doi sang
tuyé€n Sanyo Honsen. O day cach ga Nishi-Takaya chin ga, s€ ma't khoang
bdn mwoi phit. Kaoru lai 18y iPod trong tdi ra. Co6 vira nghe bai hat cua
Fukuyama Masaharu, vira udng chai nwéc. Xem trén nhan thi cé vé day la
nedec mém. Chic chin Yukawa tirng néi loai nuwéc ny hop véi mén dn nao

nhung cd da quén sach.



Nhdc dén nweoc thi...

Yukawa dwdng nhu chic chin noi thach tin dwoc cho vao chinh 14 thigt
bi loc nwdc. Nhung, tuy chic chin vé diéu dé, anh ta nha't djnh khong néi
cach thyc hién cho ca Kaoru va Kusanagi. Theo loi Kusanagi, anh ta néi
rﬁng, “khong th€ chirng minh 1a thd thudt d6 khong dwoce thwc hién”.
Yukawa e ngai suy luin cta minh c6 th€ din d&n viéc budc toi oan udng.

C¢& th€ nghi ra vé mat ly thuyét nhwng khong c¢6 kha nang xay ra trong
thye t& - d6 1a 1o anh ta da néi khi Tan dau tién nghi ra tha doan danh lwa
ay. Lan ti€p theo, sau khi Kaoru thong bao ndi dung di€u tra theo yéu cau
ctia Yukawa, anh néi mot cau. Chuyén do, tuyét doi khong thé’.

Khong chju tiét 16 ndi dung cta thi doan kia nhung Yukawa van giao
cho Kaoru mdt s& viéc. Trwdc hét 1a ngay 14p tirc nghién ctru triét d€ thiét
bi loc nwde d€ xac nhan xem c6 di€m gi dang nghi ngo’ hay khong. Anh con
ndéi t6t nha't nén mang d&n SPring-8 d€ ki€m tra cha't doc. Hon thé con yéu
cau c6 tim hi€u ma san pham cida thiét bi loc nworc.

Chuwa c6 k&t qua & SPring-8 thi Yukawa da bao cd lam ti€p viéc khac.
Quan di€m cfa bén giam dinh Ia thi€t bi loc nwdc cta gia dinh Mashiba
hoan toan khong c6 di€m ba't thwong. Lan thay ddi phéu loc triede da dworc
khoang mot ndm, lwgng chd't ban bam trén d6 & mirc phu hop, khdong hé cé
thém dau hiéu chinh stra nao. Ma san pham ciing la cta chinh hang.

Sau khi nghe nhirng thong tin 8y, Yukawa dap, “Toi hieu roi. VAt va cho
¢6.” Chi c6 th&’ va Kaoru tha’y cudc goi bi ngit.

It nha't cling nén cho ngudi ta govi ¥ chit, trong 1ong ham hye nhung co
cam tha’y vo ich néu trong dgi di€u dé & nha vat Iy hoc ay.

Nhwng Kaoru quan tim nhiéu hon dén nhirng 101 Kusanagi nghe dwoc

tr Yukawa. Yukawa khuyén Kusanagi nén ngwgc sdu vé qua khir ma diéu



tra tAt cd moi viéc chir khdng chi tred'c va sau vu an. Pic biét, anh ta th€
hién r6 sy quan tAm d6i v&i viée Tsukui Junko ty sat bﬁng thach tin.

Co tw hoi, Nur vdy nghia la sao? Khong phdi Yukawa vdn nghi ngo
Mashiba Ayane la thii pham w? N&u Ayane 13 thit pham thi chic chén chi
can diéu tra tred'c va sau vu an la dd. Cho du trong qua khir ¢6 diéu gi
gi6ng nhr mdt mdi bat hoa nao d6, Yukawa cling khong phai la ki€u ngwoi
to ra quan tam dé€n nhirng chuyén nhw vay.

Khong biét tw ldc nao album nhac cia Fukuyama Masaharu trong iPod
da chay hét va chuyén sang bai hdt ciia ca si khdc. Trong khi ¢6 sdp nhd ra
tén bai hat thi tau d€n ga Nishi-Takaya.

Nha Tsukui cdch ga khodng nim phit di bd. Nam trén con ddc, st phia
sau la khu rieng rdm rap. D6 1a mdt ngdi biét thy kieu phwong Tay c6 hai
tang. Co qud rong dé’ phu nir song mot minh khong? Kaoru tham nghi. Tro
chuyén qua dién thoai, c6 bi€t cha ctia Tsukui Junko da ma't, con anh ca c6
da chuyén dén song trong thanh ph6” Hiroshima sau khi k&t hon.

Nhan chudng goi ctra, cd lién thd'y vong ra giong néi da nghe trén dién
thoai. C6 1€ vi da bdo tredc gior d&€n tham nén khong thdy ddi phwong ¢6
vé bdi roi.

Tsukui Yoko la mét phu nit gy, wdc ching & gitra dd tudi 60. Biét
Kaoru di mdt minh, ba t6 ra khé an tam. C6 1€ ba da twdng twong s€ phai
ng6i cing mot nam diéu tra vién d ton.

Biét thy nha Tsukui c6 vé ngoai theo kieu Tay nhwng bén trong la phong
oc thuAn Nhat, cin phong Kaoru dwoc dan vao ciing 1a mot phong ki€u
Nhat rdng khodng hai mwroi mét vudng. Chinh gitra phong dat mdt chi€c
ban thap c¢& lon. Bén canh t am 1a ban tho'.

“Phai di xa thé& nay, co vat va qua.” Yoko vira néi vira d6 nwdc nong tur



binh dun vao &m tra.

“Khong a, chdu mdi phai xin 10i. D&n gio lai bi hoi di diéu vé chuyén
ctia c6 Junko, chéc bac thay la 14m phai khong a?”

“N6i sao nhi. Vi t6éi ctr nghi minh da c6 quyét dinh riéng vé chuyén dé
roi. Moi ¢d.” Yoko dwa chén tra ndng ra tred'c mat Kaoru.

“Theo nhirng ghi chép tai thoi di€m &Yy thi khong xac dinh dwoc nguyén
nhan ty sdt, chi tiét d6 dén gio’ van khong ¢6 gi thay d6i a?”

Trwdre ciu hdi cia Kaoru, Yoko né nu cwoi ri't nhe.

“Bdi vi, khong ¢6 gi giong nhw manh m&i. Nhirtng ngwoi quen bi€t voi
né cling khong c6 y ki€n gi. Nhung r6t cude, ¢6 1€ vi né6 qua budn chang,
gio thi toi nghi nhw the””

“Budn ay a?”

“Con bé rat thich v€ tranh va mudn tr¢’ thanh tac gia sach tranh nén moi
dén tha d6, né von la dkra gidn di va ngoan ngoan. Tdi nghi, sdng & mot
thanh phd la, méai chwa ¢6 tin hi€u thanh cong v&i te cach tac gia sach
tranh, nhat djnh né di vo cuing kh& s&. Pa 34 tudi, chic chin né con cam
th’y bat an v€ twong lai nira. N&u ¢6 ai dé d€’ tdm s thi c6 1€ da khac.”

bing 1a Yoko dwong nhw khéng hé biét chuyén con gdi da c6 nguoi
yéu.

“Ngay trede khi qua doi, chi Junko cé vé diy phai khong a?” Cod xac
nhén lai ndi dung ban bao cdo ngay 4.

“Ping th&. T6i thd'y né khong dwgc khde nhwng dau ngo nd lai nght
dén cai chét...” Yoko chép mét. C6 18 dang cd ging ngin khong cho nude
mét trio ra.

“Ttrc 13, bdc va chi &y van trd chuyén nhw moi khi?”



“Vang. T6i hoi, con ¢6 khde khong da'y? N6 trd 1011, con khde ma.” Yoko
cui dau xudng thap.

Kaoru nhé d&n me cia minh. C6 thit hinh dung, n€u quyét dinh tw sat va
tré vé d€ nhin mat me Tan cudi thi minh s€ ti€p xic v&i me nhw thé nao.
C6 nghi minh s& khong th€ nhin théng vio méit me, dong thoi c6 cam gidc
minh ciing ¢6 th€ té ra binh thwong gidng nhw Junko.

“Xin hoi,” Yoko ngang mat 1én. “Chuyén Junko ty sat c6 van dé gi phai
khong?”

D6 chic chin 1a diéu ba quan tAm nha't. Nhung tai thoi, di€m nay, cd
khong th€ ti€t 10 chi ti€t ndi dung diéu tra.

“C6 y ki€n cho la c6 th€ lién quan dé€n mot vy an khac. Tuy ndi vay
nhwng chwa c¢é gi chirng minh ca nén bac hay nghi chdau hoi chi d€ tham
khéo thoi.”

“Vang, la vdy a.” Yoko c6 vé khong thoa man.

“That ra la van dé vé chat doc.”

bo6i 16ng may cua Yuko kh€ chuyén dong.

“Chat doc... n6i vay tie la...”

“C0 Junko da udng thudc doc tw sat, bac c6 nhd chat doc dwgrc st dung
la gi khong?”

Trudc cau hdi nay, Yoko im lang v&i vé bdi roi. Kaoru dodn d6 la biéu
hién cho th@y ba da quén. Vi vy co ndi ti€p, “Mot cha't dwore got 1a thach
tin. HOm trwdec, khi trd 1oi mdt nguoi clia ching chdu tén 1a Kusanagi, bac
c6 ndi con gai da udng thudc ngl ty sat, nhung theo h'6 so’ ghi lai thi d6 la
tring doc do thach tin. Bac khong bi€t chuyén dé a?”

“A... cdi do, la...” Khong hi€u vi sao khudén mat Yoko lai 16 vé cang



theamg. Hon ntra con ti€p tuc ap uing. “Viéc dé thi, thi, c6 van dé gi hay sao?
Chuyén t6i budt miéng déap la thudc ngu cé sao...”

La thdt, Kaoru tham nghi.

“Béc biét d6 khong phai 1a thudc ngt nhwng van trd 1o nhw vay a?”

“Toi xin 181,” Yoko kh$ s& nhin mit roi I nhi ddp. “Toi nghi chuyén da
qua roi, con bé ti st nhur th& ndo chic ciing khong phai diéu gi qui quan
trong nén tra loi nhw vay.”

“Bac khong mudn ndi ra chuyén c6 a8y uong thach tin a?”

Yoko im ldng. Hinh nhw c6 1y do nao d6, Kaoru ngam doén.

“Bac Tsukui.”

“Toi xin 16i.” Yoko dot nhién thu ngwoi lai, ddt hai tay xudng chi€u, ct
the” cui dau xudng.

“Toi thiee sy xin 16i. Nhwng ldc Ay t0i khong the néi ra dwoce...”

Kaoru bdi rdi tred'c phan eng khong ngor toi.

“Béc hdy ngang mat 1&€n. R6t cudc la thé” nao? Bac bié€t chuyén gi phai
khong?”

Yoko tir tir ngang dau 1én, lién tuc chép mit

“Cha't asen d6 la & nha t6i.”

“Ha?” Kaoru budt miéng. “Nhwng, ban bao cdo viét la khdong rd nguon
gbc...”

“T6i khong thé néi dwgre. Pung 1a Iic do, asen... khdng phai, 1a thach tin
a? Lic dé cong an hdi t6i c6 nghi ra dieu gi khong. Nhung, du thé nao toi
cling khong thé néi con gdi da 18y ¢ nha minh nén 1o dap 1a t6i khong biét.
Va ciz th€... To6i vO cling xin 16i.”

“Cho da. Viéc thach tin ¢ s&n & nha la sy that phai khong?”



“C6 1€ t6i khong nhdm dau. Lic con sdng, dng nha tdi dwoe ngwoi quen
cho d€ diét chuot. Ong &'y ca't n6 trong kho chira d6.”

“Bac c6 x4c nhan dwoc ding 1a ¢6 Junko da mang né di khong?”

Yoko gat dau.

“Sau khi diéu tra vién hdi vEé thach tin, tdi da ki€m tra kho chira. RG rang
cai boc & d6 da bi€n ma't. Lic &y tdi nhan ra, con bé vé nha vi muc dich
ay.”

Kaoru quén ca ghi chép vi qua bat ngo. Co voi vang viét ngody vao s6
tay.

“Con bé da vé nha ma t6i lai khong nhan ra y dinh ty sit cia né, thém
nira con d€ n6 mang chat doc theo, tdi that sy khong the thd nhan chuyén
d6. Nén 1o néi doi Ay... N&u giy ric rdi vi da 1am nhuw vdy, toi that khong
biét phai noi gi. Phai di dau ciing dwoc, toi thyc sy mudn xin 16i.” Yoko
lién tyc cui dau xudng.

“Co6 th€ cho chau xem nha kho khong?” Kaoru héi.

“Nha kho a? Pworc thoi.”

“Nho bac dan dwong,” Kaoru néi roi dieng day.

Nha kho dwoc thiét k& & goc san sau. Lam tw vat liéu don gian 1a thép,
bén trong rong hon ba mét vudng. NoO1 tha't cu, d6 dién gia dung, hOp cac-
tong... dwoc ci't vao d6. Budc chan vao la ngiri thd'y mui cdia nim moc va
bui.

“Thach tin d€ & dau?” Kaoru hoi.

“Chéc chén 1a & d6.” Yoko chi vao cdi lon rdng dit trén gid phii day bui.
“T6i nh& & d6 ¢6 boc ni-16ng chira asen.”

“C6 Junko mang di khoang bao nhiéu?”



“C4a cai tui ni-long da bi€n ma't. Vi th€’, c6 1€ khoang ngéan nay.”

Yoko khum hai tay lam dfng tac.

“Mot legng kha 1on nhi.” Kaoru néi.

“Vang. T6i nghi phai dworc mot bat day.”

“PE€ ty sat thi khong can nhiéu dén thé&” dau. Theo ghi chép hinh nhw
khong tim dwore mot lwong thach tin Ion dén vay & hién treong.”

Yoko t6 vé ban khodan.

“Ping vay. T6i cling ¢6 d€y... Hay la Junko vt n6 di roi?”

Khong ¢ chuyén do, Utsumi tham nghi. Ngwoi ty sat s€ khong nghi dén
viéc xtr 1y phéan cha't doc dw thwra.

“Nha kho nay thwong xuyén dwoc st dung a?”

“Khong, gio’ thi tdi hdu nhw khong dong dén. Cling 1au r'6i m&i mo ra.”

“Bac co chia khoa khong?”

“Chia khoa a? Cé, d€ phong khi can.”

“Vay thi tv hdm nay bac khéa né lai nhé. C6 th€ ma’y hém nira phai xin
phép bac cho kiém tra nd.”

Yoko tron mét ngac nhién. “Céi nha kho nay &y a?”

“Chdu sé c& ging d&€ khong giy phién phitc. Mong bic cho phép.”

Vira lién tuc néi 1o tdc ddng, Kaoru vira thd’y c¢é chiit hao hirng. Thach
tin dwgrc dung d€ sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka van chwa biét & dau ra. Gia st
n6 c6 cung thanh phén v&i loai Junko mang ra khdi nha thi toan canh vu dn
s€ hoan toan thay doi.

Du sao di ntra, vi khéng ¢6 vt chierng nén chi c6 thé hy vong tim thay
bdt thach tin con s6t lai trong nha kho nay. C6 dy dinh s€ trao doi voi

Mamiya sau khi tré vé Tokyo.



“Phai ro6i, hinh nhw bac cé nhan dwoc di thw ctia cd6 Junko phai khong.
Qua dwong buu dién.”

“A... Vang, ding vay.”

“Chau xem c6 dwgc khong?”

Yoko swy nghi mét chut r'oi gat dau. “Toi hi€u roi.”

Ho quay lai trong nha. L'an nay c6 dwoc dan dén cin phong ctia Junko
trede day. Phong ki€u Tay rong khoang mwoi ba mét vudéng, ban va giwong
van d€ nguyén nhr cii.

“To6i tap hop va cat gitr ta't ca d6 dac ctia con bé trong can phong nay.
Tbdi van nghi ldc ndo d6 phai sdp x&p lai mdt chiit.” Yoko mé& ngin kéo ban,
18’y ra phong bi ddt trén clung.

“No6 day.”

“Chau xin phép,” Kaoru don 13Yy.

No6i dung di thue khéng khac nhiéu so voi nhitng gi nghe dwoc tw
Kusanagi. Khong tha’y viét gi cu thé vé dong co’ tw sat. L4 thw chi viét rang
béan than khdng con gi nudi ti€c trong thé gidi nay.

“T6i ct nghi, né€u minh c& ging thi di lam duwoc didu gi d6. N&u toi
khong lo' 1a thi d4 nhan ra ndi khd tAm clia con bé va lam dwgc diéu gi do
phai khong?” Giong Yoko run Ién.

Khong bi€t nén néi gi, Kaoru d€ lai di the vao ngan kéo. Co d€' y thay
con vai 14 the giri qua dwong buru dién.

“Pay 1a?”

“Thw clia con bé. Vi tdi khdng dung nhitng tht nhw tin nhin nén thi
thoang no6 gwri thw cho t6i bi€t tinh hinh.”

“Chau xem dwoc khong?”



“Véang, moi ¢6. Toi di 187y tra.” Yoko néi r'oi bude ra.

Kaoru kéo gh& ng6i xudng, xem xét nhirng 14 thw giei qua buru dién. Noi
dung hAu hét 13 bdo tin minh dang v& cudn sich tranh nhw thé nao, sip t&i
s€ lam cong viéc gi. Hoan toan khong viét gi vé cac moi quan hé v&i nguoi
khac hay chuyén c6 nguoi yéu.

Sép stra ngtrng lai vi thay chiing ch?ing c6 gid trj tham khdo, mit co
dung lai & mot tA'm buu anh. Anh chup mdt chi€c xe buyt hai tang. Poc
nhitng dong viét bang myc mau xanh nuéc bigh, Kaoru nin thé. Noi dung
nhuw sau.

“Me c6 khoe khong? Con dang & London. o day, con két ban v&i mot
cd gai ngeoi Nhat, qué & Hokkaido, nghe néi dang di du hoc. Ngay mai c6

Ay s& din con di dao phd’.”
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“Tsukui Yoko cho biét, sau khi t6t nghiép dai hoc, Junko cé di lam mét thoi
gian nhuwng dwoe ba nam thi bd viéc roi dé€n Paris d€ hoc v€ trong vong hai
nam. TA'm bwu dnh dwoe gri vE trong khoang thoi gian 8y.”

Nhin chim chdm vao khée miéng cia Utsumi Kaoru dang hio hitng néi,
Kusanagi c¢6 cam gidc khé chju & dau d6. Anh budc phdi thira nhén, sau
thdm trong long, anh khong mudn khen ngoi phat hién cua cd.

Mamiya tira minh vao lwng gh€’, d6i tay map map khoanh triedc nguec.

“T6ém lai, Tsukui Junko va Mashiba Ayane tirng la ban than a?”

“T6i nghi rd't ¢ kha ning d6. Dau buwu dién trén buu thi€p trung voi
thoi gian phu nhan Mashiba di du hoc & London. Hon nira con xua't than &
Hokkaido. Khong thé nghi d6 1a ngiu nhién.”

“Ciing chwa chic,” Kusanagi néi. “Ngiu nhién & mitc d6 d6 thi t6i nghi
van c6 the. Rt cudc & London cé bao nhiéu du hoc sinh ngwrori Nhat? Néu
chi 1a mot hai tram ngwoi thi khong nhw the” dau.”

“Nao nao,” Mamiya phay tay ra dd'u im lang. “Gia st hai ngwoi d6 la



ban than thi ¢6 nghi chuyén d6 lién quan gi d&n vu an nay?” Doi tredng hoi
Utsumi Kaoru.

“Chi 1a suy luan thodi nhung c6 kha ning Junko di giao cho phu nhin chd
thach tin con lai.”

“Ngay mai t6i s€ thit trao d6i vé chuyén d6 d€ s¢'m ti€n hanh giam dinh.
Li€u c6 xac nhan dwgrc khong nhi. Nhwng nay, n€u ding nhw suy luén cua
cd thi phu nhén lai két hdn v&i ngeoi yéu cii cda ngwoi ban da ty sat a?”

“Dung the"”

“C0 khong nghi nhw thé’1a khong binh thwong a?”

“T61 khong nghi vay.”

“Tai sao?”

“C6 ra't nhi€u phu nt hen ho véi tinh cli cia ban minh. Trong s6 ngwoi
quen cua t6i cling c¢6. Tham chi ¢6 phu ntr con nhan manh vao wu dieém la
nho’ thong tin ¢6 dwore tir ban than ma biét trede vE d6i phwong.”

“Du nguwoi ban than d6 cé ty sat a?” Kusanagi ndi xen vao. “Nguyén
nhan ty st c6 th€ nam & ngudi dan ong day.”

“Cé th&€ khdng c6 nghia la chic chin nhw vay.”

“Co6 dang quén mat di€m quan trong. Phu nhan gap Mashiba & mot bira
tiéc. Ngiu nhién gip ngwdi yéu cii cia ban thin & mot noi nhw vay a?”

“NE&u ca hai déu ddc than thi khong phai chuyén gi hi€m.”

“R'6i ngiu nhién thanh m6i quan hé luy&n 4i? Ciu chuyén kh4 1a thuin
loi daYy.”

“Diém d6 thi c6 1€ khong phai 1a ngiu nhién.”

“Y ¢b 1 sao?”

Kusanagi vira dirt cau héi, Utsumi Kaoru da nhin thang vao mat anh.



“Cé th€ ngay tir dAu phu nhan da nhim dén Mashiba. Bj thu hit tir khi
Mashiba va Tsukui Junko con hen ho va nhan céi chét cua Junko d€ tiép
cin. Viéc gip g& & bira tiec xem mat cling c6 kha ning khong phdi ngiu
nhién.”

“Ngo ngan.” Kusanagi bat ra. “Co &y khong phai 1la ngwoi phu nie nhw
vay.”

“Vay la nguoi phu nt thé” nao? Anh Kusanagi, anh bi€t gi vé phu
nhan?”

“Thoi di!” Mamiya dirng bat ddy. “Utsumi, t6i ghi nhan sy nhanh nhay
ctia ¢ nhwng cd twdng twong hoi qua roi day. Nhieng viéc d6 d€ khi nao
¢ du vat ching da. Con Kusanagi, thay vi phan bac ting 1o thi tredec hét
di diéu tra di. Poi khi chan twdng sé sang td trong lic trao doi that nhiéu y
ki¢n. Cau von 12 nguoi biét 1dng nghe. That khong gidng cau chiit ndo.”

“Toi xin 161,” Utsumi Kaoru cii dau. Kusanagi im ldng gat dau.

Mamiya lai ng6i xudng ghé’.

“Cau chuyén ctia Utsumi thd vi nhung ti€c la cin ¢ chwa ro rang. Hon
ntra, trong treong hop phu nhén 1a tha pham, tuy c6 th€ gidi thich vé nguon
gdc cua chat doc nhwng nhirng chuyén khéc thi khdng thdy ¢6 lién quan gi
dén vu 4n nay.” Ong dit hai khuju tay 1én ban, ngang 1én nhin Utsumi
Kaoru. “Tiép cin Mashiba Yoshitaka d€ tra thti cho nguoi ban da ty sat, c6
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dinh twdng twong nhw the™a?”

“Khéng, d&n mikc d6 thi... Toi nghi khong ai lai d&n mirc k&t hon nhim
muc dich tra thu.”

“Vi th€,, tro choi twdng twong chi dén day thdi. Phian ti€p theo d€ sau
khi bén giam dinh nghién ctru kho chira ctia gia dinh Tsukui da.” Mamiya

noi nhw d€' két lun.



Lau roi Kusanagi moi trg vE phong ctia minh khi da budc sang ngay mai.
Anh mudn tim dudi voi sen nhung vira c&i do khodc dd dd ap xudng
giwong. Do co thé mét mdi hay vi tinh thdn yéu dudi? Chinh anh ciing
khong biét.

Anh Kusanagi, anh biét gi vé phu nhan?

Loi néi cia Utsumi Kaoru ving Véng bén tai. Pung la minh chzamg biet
gi hé€t, anh nghi. Chi trao d6i ngén ngtr va nhin thd’y bé ngoai ma lai twéng
minh hiéu ndi tm cua Ayane.

Nhung, du thé” nao anh ciing khong the tin ¢6 1a ngwoi phu nt ¢6 the€
binh than k&t hén v&i nguoi yéu cua ban thian da ty sat. Gia st Mashiba
Yoshitaka khong lién quan dén vu ty sat &'y di nira, khong phai s€ cam thay
¢6 16i v&i nguwdri ban d6 sao? CO A7y chéc chin s& tha’y nhwr vay.

Anh ngdi ddy, n&i 16ng ca vat. Anh mit anh ding lai & hai cuén sach
tranh virt trén chié€c ban bén canh. Tac pham cda Tsukui Junko anh xin
dwoe & nha xua't ban Tanugi.

Anh lai nga xudng giwvong, ho hirng 1at tirng trang. P6 1a cudn Ngwoi
tuyét ngd roi. Cau chuyén k€ vé mot nguoi tuyét sdng & xir tuy€t, ngay no
khéi hanh di tim mét da't nwdc &m dp. Nguoi tuyét mudn ti€n thém veé
phwong Nam nhung né€u di xa hon thi co’ th€ phai d6i mat voi tinh the bi
tan chdy. Nguoi tuyét bd cudc va trd vé qué hueong lanh gid. Trén duwong
V€, nguoi tuyét di qua trede cira mot ngbi nha. Nhin vao bén trong qua cira
s0, cau tha’y gia dinh d6 dang quiy quanh 10 swdi chuyén tro rdm ra vé rat
hanh phiic. Chinh vi bén ngoai lanh gid md&i bi€t on sy &m dp - ho trd

chuyén vé nhirng di€u nhw vay.



Nhin birc tranh dwgc vé trong trang nay, Kusanagi bat day.

Trén birc twong trong can phong nguwoi tuyét dang nhin vao ¢6 treo mot
vat ma anh biét.

Hoa vin 12 nhitng c4dnh hoa nhiéu mau sic trong khung cdnh mau nau
den, chiing tdn di mdt cdch c¢é quy tic nhw dwoc phadn chigu trong chiéc
kinh van hoa.

Tham chi bay gio' Kusanagi vAn nh¢é rd cdm xic khi IAn d4u tién nhin
tha’y hoa van nay. Anh ciing nhé minh da thd’y né & dau.

b6 1a phong ngt cua gia dinh Mashiba. Hoa ti€t cia tA'm tham treo trén
twong.

Lic trwa, ding la Ayane dinh nho Kusanagi treo tAm tham dé 1én.
Nhwng dwong nhw tAm trang d6t ngét thay doi, c6 néi hom nay cir d€ nhw
vay da.

Phai chang vi tredc d6 nghe thd’y cdi tén Tsukui Junko? C6 phai vi biét
trong sach tranh ctia c6 &y c¢6 xud't hién tdi'm tham kia nén tranh khong cho

Kusanagi nhin thay?

Kusanagi 6m 18y dau. Tai anh u di theo nhip dap trong mach mau.

Sang hom sau, Kusanagi tinh gid'c b&i ti€ng chudng dién thoai. Anh nhin
dong h'd, d3 hon 8 gid. Anh nidm trén gh& s6-pha. Trén ban tredc mit 1a
chai whisky va chié€c cd'¢ thiy tinh. Trong cdc con mdt nira.

Anh nhé ra, minh béat dau uéng vi khdng ngti dwore. Khong can phai co
ging nhé xem vi sao minh lai mat ngu.

Dung co’ the ndng né day, anh veon tay dén chié€c dién thoai di dong



dang ti€p tuc reo inh 6i trén ban. Man hinh hi€n thi cho biét dé la Utsumi.
“To61 nghe day.”
“Utsumi day. Xin 16i vi goi vao sdng so'm. Tdi ¢6 thir mudn bdo cho anh
cang so'm cang t6t.”
“Tém lai la sao?”
“Pa c6 két qua roi. Bdo cdo tor SPring-8. Pa phat hién thach tin trong

thi€t bi loc nwde.”
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Vin phong luat sw Ikai ndm cdch ga Ebisu khodng nim phit di bo. Chiém
toan bd mat san tang bén cia mdt toa nha sdu tang, & quay ti€p tdn cé mot
cd gdi mic vest mau xam, wdc ching mdi ngoai 20 tudi.

DPa hen lam viéc tw tredrc nén Kusanagi ¢6 th€ dgi & phong ti€p don. Goi
la phong ti€p don nhwng do6 chi la can phong bé v&i chi€c ban nhd va ghé&’
pipe. Nhin qua th@y vai can phong cung kiéu, anh doan c6 mdt s¢ luit sw
dang lam viéc & day. Anh da hi€u vi sao Ikai c6 thé gitip Mashiba Yoshitaka
van hanh cong ty.

Cudi cung Ikai cling xua't hién sau hon mwoi lam phdt. Vady ma anh ta
chealng budn xin 16i mot 101, chi cdi dau néi “xin chao”. Chic anh ta khé
chiu vi anh d&n trong gio’ lam viéc.

“Co gi tién trién a? T6i khong thd'y Ayane néi gi.” Ikai vira néi vira ng'oi
xudng ghe'.

“Khong bi€t c6 the goi la ti€n tri€n hay khdong nhwng dang xac minh

dwore mot s6 tinh tiét mai. Tiéc 1a t6i khong the' k€ chi tiét dwore.”



Ikai croi kho.

“Khong sao. T6i nao mwu md tim ki€m diéu gi. Toi cling khong ranh
rang dén thé&. Cong ty cia Mashiba mai m&i on dinh sau mét khoang thoi
gian hon loan, gio’ t6i chi cAu mong sy viéc dworc gidi quyét thuln loi. Vay,
hom nay anh c¢6 viéc gi? To6i nghi anh cling hi€u sau nhirng [4n trao doi cho
dén gio, tdi khong ré 1m vé cudc song ca nhan ctia Mashiba.” Anh ta vira
néi vira nhin dong h'd deo tay. Chic c6 ¥ mudn néi “hdy mau két thic”.

“HOm nay t6i d&€n d€ hdi vEé viéc anh biét ra't r6. Khong, c6 1€ nén nodi d6
la viéc chi minh anh biét.”

Ikai nghi€éng dau, vé mit ngac nhién.

“Viéc chi minh t6i bi€t? C6 viéc nhw thé” a?”

“La vé cudc gip go ctia Mashiba Yoshitaka va phu nhan Ayane. Anh
chéc chin dd c6 miit ldc d6. O Tan giip trede tdi ¢6 nghe anh néi nhw viy.”

“Lai 1a chuyén do6 a?” Ikai té ra chan nan.

“Anh ¢6 th€ ndéi ky vé hai nguoi &y tai budi tiéc d6 dwgc khong? Pau
tién ho gdp nhau nhw thé¢’ nao?”

Nghe xong cau hoi, Ikai nhiu may vé nghi ngo.

“Chuyén do6 li€én quan dén vu an a?”

Kusanagi im lang cwoi khG s&. Thay vay, Ikai thé dai.

“Bi mat dang trong qud trinh diéu tra a? Nhung t61 to0 mo day. Chuyén
cling kha lau roi. T6i nghi chaalng lién quan gi d€n vu an.”

“Lién quan hay khong thi chinh chiing t6i ciing chwa bi€t. Anh ct hi€u la
chiing t6i dang d&'i chi€u twng chi ti€t nhd nha't.”

“Nhin mat anh thi t6i khong the nghi nhw vay... Thoi dwge r'oi. Vay toi

nén k& nhu thé nao?”



“Theo cau chuyén Tan trieoe thi d6 dwore coi la bira tiéc xem mat phai
khong? Toi nghe néi & nhitng noi nhw vy thwong c6 sy sip x&p d& nhirng
ngwoi dan ong va phu ntt chuwa teng quen biét néi chuyén véi nhau, ¢
ding nhw vay khong? Ching han nhu, gidi thidu ban than theo thé tw...”

Ikai xwa tay tried’c mat.

“Khong c6 chuyén d6 dau. Anh c hinh dung d6 1a bira tiéc ding hét sirc
binh thwong. N&u c6 su sap dit ky quic thi tdi da chging di cung.”

Chdc vdy, Kusanagi thAm nghi va git dau.

“Phu nhan Ayane ciing dén bira tiéc d6 nhi. Phu nhin c6 dan theo ai
khong?”

“Khong, c6 &y d€n mot minh. Chéng noéi chuyén véi ai, chi ng'6i & quay
reou udng cocktail.”

“Bén nao bét chuyén trudc?”

“La Mashiba.” Ikai tra 1oi ngay.

“Anh Mashiba a?”

“Lic d6 ching t6i dang uéng & quay rweou. Cach ¢6 'y khodng hai chi€c
ghé&”. Thé& r'oi Mashiba bat ngo khen chiéc &6p dién thoai ctia ¢6 &Yy.”

Kusanagi ding ban tay dang ghi chép.

“Op dién thoai... 4?7

“Co &Yy dat n6 trén mat quay rueou. D6 1a san pham khau ghép vai, cé tao
nhitng 16 nhd d€ nhin dworc phdn man hinh tinh th€. T6i khong nhé ciu Ay
da khen 1a ‘dep qua’ hay ‘that hi€m thay’ nhung ding 1a Mashiba lén ti€ng
tredre. CO &y mim cwoi dap lai, n6i d6 1a mén @6 handmade. Thodng sau ho
da ron rang tro chuyén.”

“Do¢ 1a luc ho 1am quen a?”



“Ping vdy. Lic Yy, trong twdng twong tdi cling khong ngo sau nay ho
tién toi hon nhan.”

“Anh di cing Mashiba dén buwra tiéc ki€u &y chi mot Tan d6 thoi a?”

“Ta’t nhién r'6i. Chi [an d6 thoi.”

“Mashiba von 12 ngwdi nhw the” 2?2 Y 6i 13, viec dé dang bét chuyén véi
phu nr khong quen &'y, binh thwong ¢6 nhw vy khong?”

Ikai nhdn mét kho hi€u.

“N6i sao nhi. Cau ta la ki€u ngwoi cé the néi chuyén khong chit rut re
du d6i phwong la phu niv chwa quen, nhung tw theii sinh vién da khong phai
ké hay tan tinh. C4u ta thwong néi tAm h'dn quan trong hon ngoai hinh cua
phu n, tdi nghi d6 1a 1oi n6i that 1ong chir khong phai d€' gay an twong.”

“Thé thi, viéc bit chuyén v&i phu nhan Ayane & bira tiéc Ay c6 thé coi 1a
ngoai 1€ d&i v&i Mashiba diing khong?”

“Pung vay. To6i cling hoi ngac nhién. Nhwng d6 khong phai 1a linh cam
ma ngudi ta van néi 4? Chic cu ta cdm nhan diéu gi d6. Vi the t6i van cho
ring hai ngudi da dwoc két noi.”

“Lic d6 anh cé thdy trang thdi cia ho c6 gi khdong dwoc ty nhién hay
khong? Chi ti€t rat nhé cling dwoe.”

Ikai c6 v& suy nghi ra't k¥ trueére khi khé 14c dau.

“T6i khong nhd 14m. Du sao thi, ho trd chuyén hét sitc vui vé, tdi hoan
toan bi cho ra ria. Nhwng, anh Kusanagi, cau hoi cia anh ¢6 y nghia gi vay?
Anh c¢6 thé cho t6i bi€t khong? Goi y thoi.”

Kusanagi mim cwoi, ca't sO tay vao tui do.

“PE€ lic nao anh ¢6 thei gian trd chuyén di. Xin 16i da 1am phién ldc anh

ban ron.” Anh ding ddy. Pang budrc ra phia cira thi anh quay déu lai. “Viéc



hdm nay mong anh cd géng gilr bi mat. K& ca v&i phu nhan Ayane.”
Anh mit Ikai tré nén canh gidc.
“Cong an dang nghi ngor cd ay a?”
“Khong, tuyét ddi khong, phai nhw vay. Du sao cling mong anh hgp
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tac.

Kusanagi nhanh chéng ra khoi phong d€ tranh bj git lai.

Bo toa nha lai phia sau, Kusanagi dirng trén 167 di bo. Anh ba't giac thé dai
mot hot.

Trong pham vi 101 k€ ctia Ikai thi ¢6 vé Ayane khong chu dong ti€p can
Mashiba Yoshitaka. C6 th€ thay hai ngwoi d6 ngau nhién quen nhau & btra
ti€c ay.

Nhwng co diing nhw vdy khong?

Khi Kusanagi hoi Ayane c6 bi€t Tsukui Junko hay khdong, c6 dap minh
khong biét. P6 12 diém vrdng mic. B&i vi khong thé nhuw vay dwore.

Trong cudn sach tranh Ngwoi tuyét ngd roi cua Tsukui Junko c6 vé tdm
tham gidng y hét mon d6 Ayane da lam. Thi€t k& d6 chinh xac 1a cua
Ayane. Khong phai san pham dwa trén tham khao. Nghé nhan khau ghép vai
Mita Ayane chi lam nhtrng san pham do minh thi€t k&. Tém lai, Tsukui
Junko da nhin th@y tdc pham cia Ayane & dau do.

Nhung, trong pham vi di€u tra cla minh, Kusanagi khong thdy tdm
tham d6 duoc dang trong cac tuyén tap tdc pham ctia Ayane. N&u nhin thay
thi phai d&n hdi treong trién 1dm cd nhan. Nhwng & nhitng noi nhw vay lai

khong dwoec chup anh. Khong c6 anh chup thi khong thé nao md ta chinh



xac nhw cuon sach tranh.

Suy ra la, Tsukui Junko da dwgc cho xem tdA'm tham dé mdt minh. Ta't
nhién, cd nha't dinh ¢6 s quen bi€t & mirc nao d6 v&i Ayane.

Tai sao Ayane lai n6i d§i1? Tai sao lai n61 minh khong bi€t Tsukui Junko?
C6 don gian chi vi mudn gid'u di viéc ngwoi chdong da mat la nguoi yéu cii
cuia ban than?

Kusanagi nhin xu6ng d¢6ng h'6. Pa hon 4 gio chiéu. Phai nhanh 1én méi
dwoc. Anh hen d@&n chd Yukawa. Nhung Kusanagi cdm thi’y ning né. Néu
c6 th€ thi anh khong mudn gip. Chic chin, Yukawa s& dwa ra k&t ludn ma
Kusanagi khong mong doi. Nhwng anh nhat dinh phai nghe Yukawa néi
bang ddi tai minh. Vi anh hiéu d6 1a diéu dwong nhién véi tw cach canh sat
hinh sy dang diéu tra vu an nay. Pong thoi, anh cling quyét dinh dirt khoat

voi sy dao dong cia minh.
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X&p gidy loc xong, Yukawa dung thia do bot ca phé vao. Pong tac tay cho
tha’y anh da kha thuan thuc.

“Anh hoan toan thanh tin @6 cia mdy pha ca phé r'6i nhi,” Kaoru néi v&i
lung cta anh.

“Pung la da quen nhwng t6i cling nhan ra nhwoe diém cta nd.”

“La gi the?”

“P6 13, cd bit budc phai quyét dinh trwée sé cho lwong ca phé clia bao
nhi€u cd'c. N&u bi thi€u hai hay ba coc thi pha lai 1a xong, nhung t6i khong
mudn phai pha lai chi vi mét cdc. C6 the bj thira né€u 16 vi th€ ma pha
nhiéu 1€n. Bo di thi 1ang phi ma d€ 1au thi mui vi s€ bié€n doi. Kha 1a phién
todi.”

“HOm nay thi khong sao dau. Toi s€ udng phan dw ra.”

“Khong hom nay thi t6i ching lo gi ca. Téi chi pha bon cdc théi. C, toi
va Kusanagi 1a ba cdc. Coc con lai t6i s€ nhan nha udng sau khi hai nguoi
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ra ve.



C6 vé Yukawa nghi cdu chuyén sé két thiic som. Liéu c6 dé nhw vdy
khong? Kaoru tham nghi.

“Moi nguoi & tru s& diéu tra biét on tién sinh 1im. N&u anh khong kién
quy€t yéu cau nhw vay thi chung t61 c6 1€ khong tinh d€n vi€c mang thi€t bi
loc nwde toi SPring-8.”

“Khong céan phai cdm on t6i. Toi chi néi nhirng 1o khuyén cén thiét voi
tw cach nha khoa hoc.” Yukawa ng'6i xudng phia doi dién v&i Kaoru. Trén
ban c6 dit mot ban co. Anh ¢Am 14y quin ma mau trang va bit dau nghich
no trong long ban tay. “Vay a. Pung la da tim th&’y thach tin a?”

“(¥ SPring-8, ho c6 th& phan tich d&n thanh phAn chi tiét. Toi nghi né
giong hét thach tin dworc dung d€ ha sat Mashiba Yoshitaka, tredc mét 1a
khong sai.”

Yukawa cup méit xudng r'oi git dau, dit lai quan mi vao ban co.

“C6 biét né dwgce tim thad'y & bd phan nao cua thi€t bi loc khdong?”

“Theo bdo cdo thi & gan dau ra. Bén trong thi€t bi c6 16i loc nhung
khong tim thdy & d6. Vi vay, bén gidm dinh nhéan dinh, ¢6 khi nao thd pham
da cho thach tin vao quanh khop ndi gitra thiét bi loc va 6ng nwdc hay
khong?”

“Hopy.”

“Chi c6 diéu, van dé 1a,” Kaoru ti€p tuc ndi, “cach lam d6 thi tw trwedc ta
da bi€t l1a khong th€. Rot cudc thu pham da lam cach nao? SPring-8 dwa ra
k€t qua nhw vy roi, hdm nay anh s€ cho ching t6i bi€t ding khong?”

Yukawa x&n 6ng tay chi€c 40 mau tring 1én roi khoanh tay tredc nguc.

“Vay la bén giam dinh ciing khong hi€u a?”

“T§ gidam dinh néi rang chi c6 mot phwong phap duy nhat. Tam thoi



thdo 6ng nwde khoi thiét bj loc, cho thach tin vio sau d6 14p lai. Nhung
cdch nay thi chic chin phdi d&'lai dau vét.”

“Né&u khong biét cach thyc hién thi dé nhi.”

“Khdi phai néi. Cé nghi ngo ai thi cling khéng chirng thye dwore hanh vi
pham t01.”

“Du cha't doc da duoce tim thay?”

“Néu khong bi€t dwoec cach thwe hién thi chéng th€ tranh tung & toa.
Bén bién ho s& khing khiing cho ring viéc tim thdy chit doc 12 nham 14n
ctia cong an.”

“Nh4m 1an?”

“Vi ¢6 kha ning, do mot thao tdc nhdm 14n nao d6 ma thach tin ¢6 trong
ca phé nan nhan da udng lai bam vao thi€t bj loc nwde. Du sao thi, cau
chuyén chi & cap do phan t¢.”

Yukawa dya lung vao gh€’, cham rai gat gu.

“Ping la ho cé th€ khang khang nhw vay. Néu phia kieém sat khong chi
ra dwgrc phrong thire ha ddc, tham phan danh phai chdp nhan loi giai thich
cuia phia bién ho.”

“Do do, viéc giai thich cach thwc hién la tuyét ddi can thi€t. Xin ndi cho
toi bi€t. Doi giam dinh cling rd't quan tdm. C6 nguoi con mudn theo t6i dén
héi tién sinh.”

“Thé& thi chét. Ngwoi lién quan véi cong an ma ‘Am ‘am kéo dén thi that
ric rdi.”

“T6i cling nghi vy nén m&i di mot minh. Ngoai ra chi ¢ Kusanagi
thoi.”

“Thé thi dori cu ta da. N6i di néi lai cing mot 1o giai thich ciing phién



phitc 1m. Hon nira tdi c6 chuyén mudn xdc nhan mot TAn nira.” Yukawa
gio ngon trd 1én. “Hai nguwoi... khéng, y ki€n cd nhén cia ¢6 cling dworc.
C6 nghi sao vé dong co’ cuia vu 4n nay?”

“Pong co'... theo toi ¢ th&1a ric 18 tinh cAm.”

Yukawa tré moi td vé chan nan trwede ciu tra lovi ctia Kaoru.

“Co6 néi gi the? Pinh phinh pho toi bang cdch néi trivu twong Ay 4? Mot
ngwoi nao d6 yéu ai do, tht han thé& nao d6 roi gi€t chét nan nhan a?
Khong néi cu the hon thi t6i khong hi€u dau.”

“Toi van dang twdng twong thoi.”

“Thé& 1a da. To6i ndi roi ma, y ki€n cd nhan ciing dwoc.”

Véang, Kaoru ngwong ngung cui dau.

C6 ti€ng reo bdo hiéu nwde s6i tr mdy pha ca phé. Yukawa ding day,
18y ma’y chi€c coc dat & bon rira. Vira nhin theo anh, Kaoru vira noéi.

“Toi ding 12 vAn nghi ngo phu nhian Mashiba. Pdng co' 1a vi Mashiba
Yoshitaka phan bdi. T6i nghi, c¢6 ta quy€t dinh sat hai ch'ong khong chi vi
anh ta 18y 1y do khong th€ c¢6 con d€ doi ly hon, ma con vi bi€t duwoc doi
phwong da c¢6 nguoi phu ntr khac.”

“Ttc 1a ra quy€t dinh vao buoi tdi c6 bira tiéc gia dinh a?” Yukawa rét
ca phé vao coc.

“T61 cho la quy€t dinh cudi cung dwgre dwa ra vao d€ém hom dé. Nhung,
cé th€ ¢6 ta dd &m muu tredec d6 khong lau. Ayane nhan ra m&i quan hé
gitra Yoshitaka va Wakayama Hiromi. Tham chi dodn ra vi¢c Wakayama
Hiromi c6 thai. Phai chang loi tuyén b’ chia tay ctia Yoshitaka chinh 1a don
bay?”

Yukawa cam hai cd'c ca phé bang hai tay, dat mot cdc xudng tred'c mat



Kaoru.

“Nguoi phu nir tén 1a Tsukui Junko thi sao? Khong lién quan gi dé€n vu
an a? Hom nay Kusanagi cung vi viéc lién quan d€n chuyén dé ma di 12y
thong tin dung khong?”

RAt ¢6 kha nang Tsukui Junko va Mashiba Ayane tirng quen bi€t nhau.
Kaoru cho Yukawa biét thdng tin nay ngay khi vira d&€n ddy hom nay.

“T4t nhién khong phai 1a khong lién quan. Tdi cho ring thach tin dworc
dung d€ gy an va loai Tsukui st dung d€ tw sat 1a mot. MOt nguoi ting

than thi€t vori Tsukui Junko nhw phu nhan Ayane s€ ¢6 co hdi d€' 18y dwoc
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no.

Yukawa cam coc ca phé 1én, nhin Kaoru mot céch ky la.

“Sau do6 thi sao?”

“Sau do6 thi sao...?”

“Sw lién quan cta cd gai c6 tén Tsukui Junko chi thé thoi a? Khong dinh
dang gi dén dong co’ gy an?”

“Chuyén do thi toi chwa...”

Yukawa cwoi nhat roi nha’p ca phé.

“Néu thé  thi t6i chwa the ndi ra tha thuat gay an roi.”

“Vi sao thé?”

“C0 chua nhén ra ban cha't vu an. Cho nguoi nhw vay biét thi vo cling
nguy hiém.”

“Ttrc 1a tién sinh nhén ra a?”

“Nhréu hon ¢6.”

Kaoru nim chit hai ban tay trieng méit nhin Yukawa, ding lic d6 vang

1€n ti€ng go cwra.



“Good morning. C6 1€ anh ta nam dwoeec ban chdt vu an roéi day.”

Yukawa néi r'oi dirng 1én, bwde VE phia canh cira.
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Kusanagi vira di vao phong, Yukawa da hoi vé két qua thu thap thong tin.
Tuy bdi 161 nhung Kusanagi van k€ lai nhirng gi nghe dworc twr Ikai.

“Nguoi bit chuyén trede 1a Mashiba Yoshitaka. Suy luan ctia Utsumi
cho ring phu nhan loi dung bira tiéc xem mit d€ tié€p cin Mashiba
Yoshitaka thé” la sup d6.” Kusanagi vira néi vura li€c sang nir cong an dan
em.

“Khong d&n mirc suy luén. Toi chi néi 1a c¢6 kha nang.”

“Thé& a? Nhung ma kha nang d6 bién mat roi. Van dé la gio thi cd nghi
sao?” Kusanagi nhin Utsumi va héi.

Mot cd'c ca phé chia ra tried'c mat anh. Ca phé do Yukawa pha.

“Céam on,” Kusanagi néi va don 18y né.

“Cach nghi cia céu thi sao?” Yukawa héi ti€p. “Néu chap nhin cau
chuyén cua anh luit sw Ikai d6 thi phu nhan va Mashiba da gdp nhau lan
dau tién & bira tiéc &y. Tém lai, chuyén nguwoi yéu cii cia Mashiba tung 1a

ban than cua phu nhan don gian chi 1a ngiu nhién. Nhe vay c6 dwoc



khong?”

Kusanagi khong trd 1o ngay ma dwa ca phé 1én miéng. Anh sip x&p lai
suy nghi ciia minh.

“Cau c6 vé khong tin twedng cau chuyén cda luat sw?”

“To61 khong nghi Ikai n61 doi.” Kusanagi dap. “Tuy nhién, khong c6 can
ctr cho thd’y nhirng gi anh ta néi 1a that.”

“Cé nghia 1a?”

Kusanagi ngirng mot hoi tredre khi néi tiép. “C6 th€ chi 1a dién kich.”

“Dién kich?”

“V& kich cho thdy ho gdp nhau I'an dau. Hai ngwoi da quan hé tw tredee
roi nhwng lai mudn gidu chuyén d6 nén maéi tao ra tinh hudng gip go &
btra tiéc. Ikai dworc din dén d€ déng vai trd ngwdi 1am ching. Néu nghi
nhw vay thi hoan toan hop 1y. Cam thay tim d4u y hgp nho vao chiéc 6p
dién thoai dit trén quay ruou, nghi thé nao cling thd’y khéng binh thwong.”

“Tuyét voi,” d6i mit Yukawa sdng 1én. “Tdi hoan toan tin thanh. Hoi
thtr y ki€n ctia phu nir xem sao,” anh nhin vé phia Utsumi Kaoru.

Co cling gat dau.

“T6i nghi 1a hoan toan c6 the€. Nhwng vi sao ho lam nhw vay?”

“Chinh 12 chd d6. Tai sao hai ngwoi lai ¢an dién kich?” Yukawa nhin
Kusanagi. “Cau nghi sao vé di€m nay?”

“Ly do ra't don gian. Vi ho khong th€ tié€t 10 chuyén thwc sy xay ra.”

“Chuyén thyc sy xay ra?”

“La duyén co thue sy khi€n ho quen nhau. T6i dodn ¢6 thé€ ho bi€t nhau
qua Tsukui Junko. Nhung ho ngai khong mu6n cong bd chuyén d6. Du sao

thi c6 gai &y cling 1a ngwoi yéu cii cia Mashiba Yoshitaka. Do d6, ho mudn



dyng nén cau chuyén gdp go trong mdt co’ hoi hoan toan khac. Vi vy méi
lo'i dung bura ti€c xem mat.”

Yukawa bung ngon tay.

“Suy luén ra't hay. Khong c6 gi d€ phan bac. Vay thi hai nguoi thyc ra
da quen nhau khi nao? Khong, khong phai nhw vdy, m&i quan hé tré nén
sAu sac tir bao gior m&i 1a diéu quan trong. Cu thé hon 12 trede hay sau vu
tir sat cua Tsukui Junko?”

C6 vé Utsumi Kaoru vira hit mét hoi that sdu. C6 ngoi thflng lung, mét
nhin xody vao Yukawa.

“Y anh 1a, Tsukui Junko ti sat 14 do Mashiba va phu nhan Ayane qua lai
voi nhau a?”

“Néu nghi nhw vay ciing hop 1y ding khdng? Cung lic ca ngwoi yéu va
ban than phan boi. Cé the hinh dung d6 1a mot cd s6¢ dang k&.”

Nghe nhirng 1oi Yukawa néi, Kusanagi cam thdy tdim hdn minh dang
chim vio béng tdi. Anh khong cho ring suy ludn clia ban minh la bat
thwong. Tw lic nghe Ikai n6i chuyén, suy nghi &y da thap thoang xua't hién
trong dau anh roi.

“Né€u th&” thi y nghia cia biwra ti€c coi mat cang rd rang hon ntra nhi.”
Utsumi Kaoru néi. “Du c6 d€ 10 mdi quan h€ gitra Mashiba va Tsukui
Junko v&i ngwoi khac, hon ntra ngeoi ta ¢é bi€t phu nhian Ayane tung la
ban than di nira, mot khi da c¢6 nhan chirng la anh Ikai thi ho cling nghi viéc
hai ngw¢i hen hd don gidn chi 12 ngiu nhién va khong két n6i véi chuyén
Tsukui tw sat vai thang tredc d6.”

“Pugrc ddy. PO chinh xac trong suy luan da tang dang k&.” Yukawa gat

d4u vé thda man.



“C6 xac nhan v&i phu nhan dwoc khong?” Utsumi Kaoru nhin Kusanagi.

“N6i gi d€ xac nhan day?”

“Chfmg han nhw, anh Kusanagi dwa ra cu6n sach tranh minh tim dworc
thi sao? N6 ¢6 vé t&m thdm cé mot khong hai trén thé” gidi. N&u khong
quen bi€t phu nhan thi khong th€ lam dworc.”

Kusanagi ldc dau.
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“Phu nhan s€ tra loi thé nay: To6i khong biét, tdi khdong nho gi ca.

“Nhung ma...”

“Cho dén gior ¢d Ay van lién tuc che gidu. Ca chuyén ngudi yéu cii cia
Mashiba Yoshitaka va viéc cd gai dé tirng 1a ban thAn minh. T6i khong nght
c6 th€ danh sap vd boc d6 chi bang cdch dwa ra cudn sich tranh. Nhw vay
chi cho ¢6 &y bi€t ta cé gi trong tay ma thdi.”

“T6i cling dong y voi Kusanagi.” Yukawa lai gan ban co, cam 18y mot
quan mau den. “N&u ta d6n duoi hung thd nay thi phai x& 1y dirt khoat mot
Tan théi. Chi cAn chdm mot chit thi e ring vinh vién khong th& chiéu
twong.”

Kusanagi nhin ngwoi ban hoc gia.

“Cau mudn ndi c6 &y ding la tht pham?”

Nhung Yukawa khong tra loi, anh ngé lor r'6i dirng day.

“Piéu quan trong la tw bay gio’ co. Néu vor chong Mashiba c6 qua khir
nhw vay thi né s€ két ndi nhw thé& nao v&i vu an nay? Hodc 1a, cé sy lién
quan nao khéc ngoai cha't doc thach tin hay khong?”

“Plrng & vi tri cta phu nhan thi, da yéu Mashiba d€n mirc d6n ban than
dén ndi tw sat, vy ma con bji anh ta phan boi, phai ching cang cam thiy

khong th€ tha thir cho Mashiba dwc?” Utsumi Kaoru néi voi vé tram tuw.



“Hop ly. Tam ly &y khong ¢é gi kho hi€u.” Yukawa gat dau.

“Khong, n€u 1a cd &Yy thi s€ suy nghi kieu khac,” Kusanagi néi. “Phan
bdi ngwoi ban than trede day roi cwdp ngwoi yéu ctia ¢d &y. Cho nén bay
gio m&i bi trg 1y ciia minh phéan boi va cedp ch'ong. Nhw theé” day.”

“Nhan nao qua ndy a? Vi th€ phu nhan s€ chap nhan bd cudc va khdng
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thil han ch'ong ciing nhw tinh nhan cia anh ta. Y anh 1a th& a?”

“Khong phai vdy nhung...”

“Nghe cdc ciu néi t6i moi d€ y mot diéu,” Yukawa déng quay lwng
tredc tAm bang den, nhin cd hai nguoi. “Vi sao Mashiba Yoshitaka lai
chuyén tt Tsukui Junko sang phu nhan Ayane?”

“Pon gian la thay long doi da...” N6i dé€n dé thi Utsumi Kaoru dwa tay
1én miéng. “Khdng, sai roi...”

“Um sai roi.” Kusanagi néi. “Cé khi nao 1a do khong th€ c6 con?
Mashiba Yoshitaka van c6 tw twdng s& k&t hon n€u d6i phwong c6 thai.
Nhung dwong nhw khong th€ ¢6 nén mdi chuyén qua ddi twong khac.
Khong sai!”

“Tw nhirng gi ching ta dwgc nghe dé€n thoi di€m nay thi cé vé ding nhw
vay. Th€ thi, khi &y phu nhan Ayane c6 hi€u viéc d6 khong nhi? Tuc 1a,
Mashiba chia tay v&i Tsukui Junko va chon minh 1a vi hy vong minh c6 thé
dé dang sinh con?”

“Piéu d6...” Kusanagi ngap ngung.

“T6i nghi khong c6 chuyén d6 dau.” Utsumi Kaoru néi bang giong ca
quyét. “Khong c6 ngwoi phu nir nao vui vé v&i lwa chon nhw vay. Néu phu
nhan Mashiba nhén ra di€u do6 thi ¢6 1€ 1a ngay trwdc khi cwdi. Toi nghi 1a

vao ldc ho giao wdc s€ chia tay néu khdng thé€ ¢6 con trong vong mdt nam.”



“T6i cling nghi the&”. Pworc roi, vay ta thi xét thém mdt dong co’ nira. Liic
ndy Utsumi c¢6 ndi sy phan bdi ciia Mashiba l1a dong co’, nhwng hanh vi cua
anh ta cé thyc sy 1a phan bdi hay khéng? Ba qua mdt nam réi nhung vor
van chua ¢6 thai nén ly hon d€ dén v&i mot phu nit khac, d6 khong phai chi
la thye hién ding nhw giao wde ngay tw khi méi k&t hon a?”

“Pung th& nhung vé mat tim ly thi d6 khdong phai chuyén c6 th€ chap
nhin.”

Yukawa mim cwoi khi Utsumi Kaoru néi nhw vay.

“Tém lai, c¢6 th€ n6i khic di nhw sau: Trong trweong hop phu nhan
Mashiba la tha pham thi dong co’ 1a khong mu6n thwe hién giao woc voi
ch'dong. C6 dwoc khong?”

“C6 vé ding.”

“Cau dinh néi gi?” Kusanagi nhin ngwoi ban than.

“Hay xét dén tdm ly cia phu nhan trede khi két hon. C6 &y chap nhan
giao wéc dé v&i suy nghi nhw thé nao? Lac quan rang sé c6 thai trong vong
mot nim a? Hay 13, cho riang n&u khong c6 thai thi ch'ong minh ciing chéng
161 giao wore d6 ra?”

“T6i nghi 1a ca hai.” Utsumi Kaoru ndi.

“Pugrc roi. Vay toi hdi ¢d, vi don gidn nghi ring khdng mang thai ciing
chaalng sao nén phu nhan chéng bu6n di kham a?”

“Pi khdm?” Utsumi Kaoru nhiu mau.

“Tw nhirng gi ching ta bi€t dé€n gio thi trong mdt ndm qua, phu nhan
khong diéu tri vo sinh. T6i nghi 1a, né€u da c¢6 giao wdc nhw vay, chdm nha't
thi vai thdng sau khi k&t hon, bat dau di khdm phu khoa ciing khong c6 gi
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la.



“Phu nhén ¢6 néi v&i Wakayama Hiromi la viéc diéu tri vO sinh mat
nhiéu thoi gian nén hai vor ch'ong ngay twe dau da khong tinh dén...”

“P¢6 1a Mashiba thoi. Néu phai 1am viéc phién phirc nhw thé” thi doi vg
cho nhanh. Nhung phia phu nhan thi sao? Pwong nhién s€ tim moi cach c6
the’ chr?”

“N6i vay cling ding.” Kusanagi 1am bam.

“Vi sao phu nhan lai khong c6 y dinh di khdm? Chia khéa ctia vu 4n nay
ndm & d6.” Yukawa dwa ngén tay 1én stra lai vi tri ctia méit kinh. “Thit nghi
xem. N&u mot nguoi ¢6 ca tién va thoi gian, can dén bénh vién nhung lai
khong di, 1y do s€ 1a gi?”

Kusanagi nghi nggi. Anh thit dat minh vao cam xuc cua Ayane. Nhung
anh khong tim dwgc dép an nao cho cau hoéi cua Yukawa.

Cho't Utsumi Kaoru bat ngo dirng day.

“Vi c6 di cling vo ich... phai khong?”

“Vo ich? La sao co?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Vi biét c6 di kham cling khong c6 tac dung. Lic d6 nguoi ta sé khong
dén bénh vién.”

“Ping la nhw vay.” Yukawa ndi. “Phu nhan v6n bi€t minh c¢6 di kham
cling v6 ich. Vi th&’ m&i khong di. Suy ludn nhw vay 1a hop 1y nhat.”

“Ttc 1a ¢6 &Yy... phu nhan Ayane bi v6 sinh a?”

“Phu nhan d ngoai 30 rdi. Chic khong cé chuyén chuwa ting di khdm
phu khoa. Phai ching bac si da cho bi€t 1a co’ th€ minh khong th€ mang
thai? N€u vay thi c6 d&€n bénh vién ciing vd nghia. Khong nhirng thé’, cé thé€
con 16 ra v&i chdng 1a minh bi v6 sinh.”

“Cho da. Thé thi, di biét khong th€ mang thai nhwng c6 &y vin giao



wdc nhe vay a?” Kusanagi hoi.

“Ping th&. Tém lai, hy vong cudi cung cia cd &y chi ¢6 treong hop
ngwoi chong hiy giao wde. Tuy nhién hién thyc khong dién ra nhw vay.
Anh ta dinh 1am theo giao wéc. Vi thé ¢6 4y quy€t dinh gi€t chong. R6i, &
day t6i mudn hdi hai ngwoi. Rot cudc 1a cd ay tinh chuyén gi€t ch'ong tw
lic nao?”

“Pa ndéi 1a do mdi quan hé gira Mashiba Yoshitaka va Wakayama
Hiromi...”

“Khong, sai réi.” Utsumi Kaoru cit 101 Kusanagi. “Né&u xdc dinh s& giét
ch'ong trong trerong hop anh ta 1am theo giao woc thi quyét tdm do6 phai ¢
twr thoi di€m giao hen.”

“T6i da cho cdu tra 1o nay.” Yukawa tré lai vé nghiém tic. “Tém lai la
th&” nay. Phu nhin Ayane du doédn tredc dong cor gi€t chdng s€ hinh thanh
trong vong mot nam. C6 nghia 1a, tai thoi di€m d6 ciling c6 th€ da chuan bi
san cho viéc st hai.”

“Chuéh bj cho viéc sat hai?” Kusanagi tron trieng mét.

Yukawa nhin utsumi Kaoru. “Khi nay c¢6 da cho t6i bi€t nhan dinh cta to
giam dinh. Cach bd chi't ddc vao thiét bi loc nwde chi ¢cé mot thoi, thao
ong nuwdc ra d€ cho thach tin vao rdi lai 14p vao, ding khong? Bén gidm
dinh n6i khong sai dau. PBung la nhw the”. Thi pham da dung cach d6 d€ cho
cha't ddc vao te mot ndm trwede.”

“Khong thé’ nao...” Kusanagi khong ca't thanh 1o7.

“Nhung né€u lam thé” thi khong the€ st dung thiét bj loc nwdec.” Utsumi
Kaoru néi.

“Dung the". Phu nhan khong dung thi€t bi loc trong sudt mot nam.”



“Thé& thi khong ding. B&i vi 16i loc cia thi€t bi ¢6 dau hiéu da qua su
dung.”

“V&t tich d6 khong phai ciia mot nim nay. P6 13 cdi dwore gén tir mot
nam tredc.” Yukawa mdé ngan kéo ban, 18y ra mdt to tai liéu. “T6i ¢6 nho
cd tim hi€u ma san pham cida 16i loc ding khong? Tdi bdo ma hang voi nha
san xud't d€ hdi xem no co trén thi treong tir bao gior. Pap an 1a hai nam veé
trede. TOi cling dwoe cho hay, khong the€ ¢ chuyén 16i loc dwgre thay mot
nam trwedc lai ¢6 ma san pham &y. C6 1€ thu pham sau khi nho thay 16i cua
thiét bi loc dd ngay 1ap tirc tw gén lai 16i cii. Chic hin da tinh dén tinh
hud'ng thu doan bi 16 tdy néu 16i con mdi tinh. Va doé 1a ldc thach tin dwoc
bd vao.”

“Khong th€ nao.” Kusanagi néi tung ti€ng khd khd'c. “Khdng the€ c6
chuyén nhw vdy. Bd chat doc vao tor mdt ndm triede r'oi sau dé6 khong hé
dung dén thiét bi loc... khong th€ thé dwoe. Du ¢6 &y khdong dung nhwng
nguwoi khdc ¢6 th€ van st dung co ma? Khong th€ 1am mot viéc nguy hi€m
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nhuw the'.

“Pung la mot cach rd't nguy hiém. Nhwng ¢ &y da lam dwoc.” Yukawa
lanh lung néi. “Sudt mot nam qua, tuyét doi khong ra ngoai néu ch'ong &
nha, khong ai cé the lai gan thi€t bi loc. Ngay ca khi ti€c tung tai nha cling
mdt minh nAu nwdng. Thwong xuyén mua sdn nwdc déng chai d€ trdnh
viéc khong di nwdc udng. TAt cd déu 1a nhirng nd lyc d€ hoan ta't thi thuét
nay.”

Kusanagi 1ic dau. RAt nhiéu I'an.

“Viéc dién r'o nhw th€'... khong the' nao. Khong the€ cé chuyén d6. Khong
th€ ¢6 ngwoi hanh dong nhw vay.”

“Khong, cé th€ chir.” Utsumi Kaoru néi. “Téi da tim hi€u cudc sdng sau



hén nhan ctia vor ch'ong ho theo yéu cau cua tién sinh Yukawa. Cling hoi
Wakayama Hiromi rd't ky. T6i khong bi€t muc dich cta viéc d6 nhwng gio
thi da hi€u roi. Tién sinh mudn xac nhan xem ngoai phu nhén ra, con ai ¢6
co’ hoi ddng t&i mdy loc nwdc hay khong.”

“Puing vady. Y&u t& then chdt 1a hanh dong Iic Mashiba nghi & nha. Phu
nhan ngdi & gh& so6-pha trong phong khach va khau khau ghép vai ca ngay.
T6i da vao ngdi nha d6 roéi nén bi€t. Cung voi viée khau khau ghép vai, ¢6
dy canh giac khong d€ ch'dng budc vao cin bép.”

“Padi trd. D6 1a san pham twdng twong cia cdu.” Kusanagi néi nhw dang
rén ri.

“Vé 1y thi chang con cdch ndo khéc ca. Chi c6 thé néi d6 1a sic manh
cta sy ¢6 chap dang kinh ngac va mot y chi dang s¢.”

Noi doi, Kusanagi 13p di 1dp lai. Nhung giong néi 4y moi ldc mot yéu 6t.

Kho6ng nh¢ vao lic nao, Ikai da néi thé nay vé sy hy sinh ciia Ayane.

“Co &y hoan héo trong vai tro nguoi vor. Bo ta't ca cong viéc bén ngoai
de€ chuyén tam cho gia dinh. Nhirng lic Mashiba & nha, ¢6 &y chi ng6i lam
khau ghép vai trén ghé& sd-pha trong phong khich va ludn sin sang chim
soc cho chdong.”

Hon nira, Kusanagi con nhé ra cau chuyén dwoc nghe & nha cha me ctia
Ayane. Cha me cd cho biét, Ayane von khdng gidi nd'u nwong, dén trwdc
khi cwdi méi voi vang di hoc nd'u an d€ nang cao tay nghé.

Néu nghi moi viéc déu la phwong sach d€ khong ai c6 th€ budc vao gian
bép thi hoan toan hop 1y.

“Vay la n€u phu nhan mu6n gi€t Mashiba thi khong can lam gi ddc biét

nhi.” Utsumi Kaoru néi.



“Ping th€¢. Khong lam gi ciing dwoc. Chi can ra khoi nha d€ ch'ong &
modt minh 14 dwore. Khong, ¢6 lam mdt viéc duy nhat. D6 1a d6 di vai chai
nwdc trong s6 dd mua sdn. S& con lai chi con mdt, hai chai thoi ding
khong? Khong c6 gi xay ra khi Mashiba uéhg nwdc. Lan ddu tién pha ca
phé chic ciing diing nwdc déng chai. Nhung khi ty pha T'4n thi hai, anh ta
da dung nwde cha thiét bi loc. C6 1€ vi chi con mot chai nwde khodang cud'i
cling nén mudn tiét kiém ching? Cudi cling thi chit doc dwoc sdp dit tr
mot ndm truede cling dé€n lic phat huy uy Iyc.” Yukawa ¢cam 18y c6c ca phé
trén mat ban. “Sudt mot ndm nay, phu nhéan c6 th€ gi€t Mashiba ba't ctr lic
ndo. Ngoai ra con lién tuc chd y tir viéc nhd nha't d€ anh ta khong méc sai
TAm ma udng phai chat ddc. Thuong thi ngwoi ta hao tim ton strc d€ tim
cach giét ngwoi. Nhung thu pham T4n nay thi ngwoc lai. D¢ toan bd sirc
lwc cho viéc khong giét ngwoi. Khong ¢ thd pham nao nhw thé”. Tw ¢ chi
kim, tir ddng sang tdy déu khong c6. V€ mat 1y luén thi c¢6 th€ nhung khdng
the€ nghi dén trong thyc t&€". Vi thé t6i mdi goi la dap an do.”

Utsumi Kaoru budce ra tred'c mat Kusanagi.

“Chung ta khan trerong yéu cau phu nhan Ayane di theo d€ hop tac di€u
tra thoi.”

“C6 chirng ctr khdng? Chirng ctr cho thad’y ¢6 &y da dung tha thuat d6?”

Nha vat Iy hoc lién go’ kinh r'6i ddt n6 1€n ban.

“Khong ¢6 chirng ctr. Khong thé ¢ dwore.”

Utsumi Kaoru kinh ngac quay sang nhin anh. “That a?”

“Co thtr nghi ma xem, d6 l1a di€u dwong nhién. N&u lam mot viée gi d6
thi s€ lwu lai vé&t tich. Nhwng c6 ta khong lam gi ca. Khong lam gi hét chinh
la phwong thire gi€t ngwoi. Thé thi ¢6 mudn tim ddu vét hanh dong cua c6

ta cling vo ich. Vit chirng duy nhat la thach tin dwoc tim tha’y trong thiét bi



loc nhung chi nhw thé€ thi khong dd d€ lam ching c, khi nay chinh ¢6
Utsumi da gidi thich réi. Ma san phdm trén 18i loc ciing chi d& 1am bang
ching tinh huéng. Tém lai, chirng minh ¢ &y da dung tha thuét do, trong
thye t€1a khong the.”

“Sao co...” Utsumi Kaoru cam nin.

“Nén t6i noi tw trede roi. Day 1a mot téi ac hoan hdo.”
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Kaoru dang sip xé&p tai liéu trong phong hop tai tru sé& Meguro, Mamiya
vira tlir bén ngoai tré vé 1ién ra hiéu cho ¢ bang 4nh mét. Co6 ding day, di
ra gap ong.

“T6i vura trao dG1 v&i tredng phong vEé vu d6.” Mamiya ng'di xudng ghé’
roi néi. Vé mat khong dwore teoi tinh.

“Lénh bét thi sao?”

Mamiya khé lic dau.

“V&i tinh hinh hién tai thi khdng th€. Qua thi€u cac dir liéu d€ xac dinh
thti pham. Suy Iudn cua gido sw Galileo van 4n twong nhr moi khi nhung
n&u khong cé chirng cr nao thi khong the ti€n hanh khai t6.”

“That th¢"a?” Kaoru 0 rii. BPung nhw Yukawa da néi.

“Trwdng phong va cdn bd quan 1y déu ra't dau dau. Sip dit cha't doc tir
mot nim trede roi nd lwec khdong d&€ nan nhan udng cho dén thoi khic quyét
dinh, d6 1a hanh vi pham t6i ki€u gi khong bi€t. T6i cdm thay cd hai déu

ban tin ban nghi. Khong, ndi that thi t6i cling vady. Ping la chi ¢6 thé nghi



dén cau tra loi nhw vy nhwng k€ ca thé  thi cling ra't kho tin. Toi cir nghi d6
la chuyén khong the’.”

“T6i cling khong tin dwgee lic vira nghe ti€n sinh Yukawa néi.”

“C6 nhirng ngwoi nghi ra dwoe nhirng chuyén hoan toan khoéng twdng.
Ayane da vdy ma ca gido sw suy ludn ra dwoc chuyén do ciing thé". Khong
hi€u bod 6¢ ho ciu tao ki€u gi.” Mamiya nhdn nhé. “Van chwa biét suy luin
cha gido s ¢ ding hay khong nita. Mot khi chwa 1am sdng t6 dwoc thi van
chua thé€' ra tay vori Mashiba Ayane.”

“V€ phia Tsukui Junko thi sao? Bén gidm dinh da ki€m tra nha cha me
cd &y ¢ Hiroshima réi phai khong?”

Mamiya gat dau.

“DPa gwi cdi lon rdng tung chira thach tin d&n SPring-8. Tuy vay, gia st
phat hi€én c6 thach tin va né gidng hét loai dwoc dung trong vu 4n nay thi
van khong dung 1am ching cir ¢6 tinh quyét dinh dwoc. Khong, thAm chi
n6 con khong thé& 1a bing chieng tinh hudng. Tsukui Junko 14 ngudi yéu cii
ctia Mashiba Yoshitaka nén hoan toan c6 kha nang chinh Mashiba l1a nguoi
gitr thach tin.”

Kaoru thé hit ra.

“R&t cudce thi cdi gi m&i dung lam chieng ¢ dwoc chir? Hay cho toi biét
can c6 nhirng gi di! N&u chi ra cho t6i thi cach nao t6i cling tim dworc.
Khong 1€, ding nhw tién sinh Yukawa néi, diy la mot tdi 4c hoan hao w?”

Mamiya nhan mat.

“Pung ¢6 1on ti€ng sta nhing 1én. Lam thé& nao thi chirng minh dwoc
hanh vi pham t61 a? Chflng phai khong bi€t nén m&i dau dau hay sao? Liic

nay chi c6 thi€t bi loc ¢6 th€ tam goi la tang chirng. La vi da tim tha’y thach



tin. C4i nang cao gi4 tri vt chitng ctia né chinh 1a yé&u t& quyét dinh. Y
ki€n cta cac s€p day.”

Kaoru ba't gidc cin mdi. Ct nhu th€ co6 vira nghe dwgc tuyén bo thua
cudc.

“Pung c6 lam bd mit d6. Tdi khong bd cudc dau. Chic chin s& tim
dwoc gi d6. C4i goi 1a toi 4c hoan hdo dau cé thyc hién dwgc mot cach dé
dang nhw vay.”

Kaoru im ldng git dau roi lai cdi chao Mamiya va roi khoi d6. Nhung
cd khong dong tinh v&i ¥ ki€n cua cap trén.

Pau c6 thye hién dwoc mot cach dé dang nhw vay - ¢d lai tin minh hiéu.
B&i vi diéu Mashiba Ayane da lam khé dé€n d6 nguoi binh thwong sé néi la
khong th& nén co e ring dé s& 1a mot tdi dc hoan hio.

Quay lai chd ng6i, co 1ién 18y dién thoai di dong ra ki€m tra tin nhén.
Hy vong ¢6 tin bao mot két qua nao d6 tir Kusanagi. Nhwng giri dén c6 chi

¢O tin nhan cua me.
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Pén quan nwdc nhw da hen, anh thd'y Wakayama Hiromi da & d6. Kusanagi
vOi tien lai gan.

“Xin 16i vi d€ ¢o cho.”

“Khong sao, toi cling vira m&i dén.”

“That sy xin 16i vi lam phién cd hé&t I'4n nay t&i I4n khéc. To6i s& c& ging
ket thic nhanh thoi.”

“Anh khong can qud ban tdm. Biy gio khong lam viéc nén riéng thoi
gian thi t6i luon c6.” Wakayama Hiromi khé cuoi.

So v&i Tan cudi gip nhau, cé th€ thdy sic mit co tot hon trudec.
Kusanagi dodn co da 18y lai tinh thén.

Phuc vu ban ti€n dén, Kusanagi goi ca phé. “Co udng stra nhi?” Anh héi
Wakayama Hiromi.

“Khong, cho t6i nwdc chanh.” C6 dap.

Nguwoi phuc vu quay di, Kusanagi cwoi véi ¢6 va noi.



“Xin 10i. Vi téi nh¢ Tn tredre ¢d udng stra.”

Co gat dau.

“Khoéng han 12 t6i thich sira dau. Vi lai, hién gior t6i dang & gdng han
ché udng stra bo.”

“O... ¢6 1y do nao khong?”

Wakayama Hiromi nghi€éng dau.

“Cé bt budc phai tra 1¢i cau hdi ti mi nhw vay khong?”

“A, khong, khong can dau!” Kusanagi xua tay. “Nghe c6 ndi 1a c¢6 thoi
gian nén to1 dong dai chut thoéi. Vay t61 vao ndi dung chinh nhé. Hom nay
t0i mudn hdi vEé can bép cua gia dinh Mashiba. C6 ¢6 biét & do cé thi€t bi
loc nuére gén vao duong 6ng khong?”

“T6i biét.”

“Co da dung n6 bao gio’ chwa?”

“Chwa.” Wakayama Hiromi tra 1o ra't ro rang.

“C0 tra loi ngay nhi. T6i thd’y binh thwong cd s€ suy nghi mot chut.”

“B&i vi,” ¢d noi, “tdi hi€m khi buwdc chan vao bép. Cling chwa tirng gidp
cd gido ndu an. Vi thé nén chwa ting ddng tGi thi€t bi loc. Toéi nhé ciing
n6i v&i ¢6 Utsumi r'oi. T6i chi vao bép khi ¢6 gido nho’ pha ca phé hodc tra
thoi. Va cling chi trong treong hop cd gido dang nd'u nwdng khong thé
ngoi tay.”

“Vay ¢6 ¢6 tng & trong b&p mdt minh khdng?”

Wakayama Hiromi c6 vé canh giac.

“T6i khong hi€u y d6 cua cau hoi 8y.”

“C0 khong hiéu ciing dwgre. Co6 nhd xem ¢6 Ian nao minh & trong bép

mot minh hay khong?”



Hiromi cau may suy nghi mot 14t roi nhin Kusanagi.

“Co6 1€ 1a khong. To6i van nghi minh khong dwoc vao bép néu khong xin
phép ¢ gido.”

“Co ay ndi la khdong duoce ty y vao dé a?”

“Khong néi 16 rang nhw vy nhung t6i ¢ cam giac y. Vi lai, nguoi ta
van néi cian b&p 1a thanh tri clia ngwoi vor phai khong?”

“Dung l1a nhw vay.”

D6 udng dworc mang téi. Wakayama Hiromi d€ lat chanh noi trén tach
tra va bit dau udng mot cach ngon lanh. Bi€u cdm 4y cé gi d6 day sirc
sOng.

Nguorc lai, trong long Kusanagi vd cing budn ba. Loi néi cia ¢d cung
cd thém cho suy luan cta Yukawa.

Anh nhdp mdt ngum ca phé r'éi dirng ddy. “Cam on ¢6 da hop tac.”

Wakayama Hiromi tron mét ngac nhién. “Xong ro6i a?”

“Muc dich da hoan thanh. C6 cr thong tha nhé.” Anh cam 13y to héa
don r6i heong ra cira.

Anh ra khoéi qudn, dang vAy taxi thi dién thoai bdo ¢6 cudc goi dén. La
Yukawa.

Cau ta c6 chuyén muén trao doi vEé thu thuat gay an.

“T6i mudn khan trrong xac nhan. Cé thé’ gap nhau & dau?”

“Né&u 1a viéc d6 thi toi sip dén chd ciau day. Nhung 1a gi vay? Viéc ciu
mudn xac nhan ay. Khong phai ciu ra't ty tin vao suy luén kia a?”

“Tat nhién la ty tin r'6i. Chinh vi vy m&i can xdc nhan. D&n diy nhanh

hét strc c6 thé nhé.” Dit 17, Yukawa tit mdy.



Khoang ba mwoi phiit sau, Kusanagi da bwdc qua canh cong trweong dai hoc
Teito.

“Gia st tha thuét gy an n6i hdm tredc dwore st dung thi sau khi nhin lai
vu an nay, cé mot viéc khi€n tdi vo cung ban khoan. Bi€t dau lai ¢6 ich cho
viéc diéu tra ctia cac ciu nén t6i moi khan treong lién lac.” Vura nhin thdy
Kusanagi, Yukawa da bit dau noi.

“C6 vé dac biét quan trong nhi?”

“RAt quan trong. Vi th&, t6i mudn xac nhin v&i ciu mot viée vao lic
phu nhan Ayane vé nha 'an d4u tién sau khi vu 4n x4y ra. Chéc chén ldc &y
cO di cung cac ciu.”

“Priing the’, t6i va Utsumi dwa cd &y veé nha.”

“Co &y lam gi trueoe tién?” Yukawa hoi.

“Truwdce tién a? DO 1a, xem hién treong...”

Yukawa 14c dau ra chiéu buc boi.

“Chéc chén ¢ ta di vao b&p. LAy nudc tir dwdng 6ng trong b&p. Khong
sai chr?”

Kusanagi giat minh. Quang canh lic d6 hién Ién s6ng dong.

“Ping r'oi. Pung la nhw vay. C6 &y da dung nwde.”

“Dung cho céi gi? Theo suy luan cua t6i thi nhat dinh 12 mdt lwong
nude ra't Ion.” Anh mét Yukawa Iée 1én.

“Tuwdi nede cho hoa. Cé &y néi nhin hoa héo hét nhw vay thi khong the
ng6i yén. Co &y hirng nwde vao x0 r'oi twdi cho hoa ¢ ban cong tang hai.”

“Chinh né.” Yukawa chi ngén trd vao Kusanagi.



“P6 1a bwdre hoan ta't th thudt gy an.”

“Bwdc hoan ta't thu thuat a?”

“Hay tht hinh dung tdm 1y cta tha pham. P& chat ddc trong thi€t bi loc
roi ra khoi nha. Bing nhw y mu6n, doi twegng muc tiéu uéng nwde va ti
vong. Nhwng khong the yén tam dwore. Bdi vi trong thi€t bi loc ¢ the con
dw chat doc.”

Kusanagi bat giac ngo6i théng day. “bung the that.”

“Clr d€ nhw vy thi rd't nguy hi€m do61 voi tha pham. Néu sor say d€ ai d6
udng, thi e rang s& c6 nan nhan thir hai. Pwong nhién 1a thi thuit giy 4n sé
16 tay voi cong an. Vi thé, thi pham phai tinh k& tiéu hay chirng cir sdm
nha't ¢ the.”

“Vi th€ nén m&i twdi nuwoc...”

“Luc do, nuwdce cd ta trie vao x6 chinh 1a nwde tw thiét bi loc. Néu lién
tuc xa day mot x6 thi gan nhuw hoan toan rtra sach Iwong thach tin bén
trong. D&n mirc khong th€ phat hién néu khéng nho sy giip do cia SPring-
8. Tom lai 1a, ¢6 ta ndi la twdi nwdc nhwng da dwong dwong hoan ta't viéc
tiéu huy chirng ctr ngay trwed’c mat diéu tra vién cac ciu.”

“La nhw th&’ a? Nuwdce do...”

“Néu con du nuwdce lic Ay thi ¢6 the€ dung lam ching cr.” Yukawa ndi.
“Chi v&i viéc tim tha'y cdc hat nhd thach tin bén trong thi€t bj loc nwdc thi
khong dd d€ ching minh thd thuit gy an d6 phai khéng? Nhwng néu cé
th& chi ra rang, c6 mot lwong nudc chira thach tin di d€ giy chét ngudi
dwoc 18y ra tw thi€t bj loc ding ngay xay ra vu an thi khi d6 suy luin cia
toi s€ dwore cling ¢6.”

“T6i vira néi r'oi, lwvong nwde dé da dwore dem twdi hoa.”



“Cho nén hay nghién ctru dat trong bon hoa va cac chiu ciy. SPring-8
chdc chén sé tim ra thach tin. Lic d6, c¢6 th€ van khé chirng minh thach tin
¢6 trong nwdc phu nhian mang twdi hoa nhung vin ¢ the trd thanh mot
trong cac chirng ci.”

C6 gi d6 viedng méc trong tam tri Kusanagi khi nghe Yukawa néi. C6 gi
d6 anh ¢6 th€ nh¢ ra nhwng lai khong nhé dwoc, diéu gi d6 anh bi€t nhwng
lai quén 1a minh biét.

Ky rc d6 nhwr mot ndi dau roi bup vao suy nghi ctia anh. Kusanagi nin
thé nhin khudén mat Yukawa.

“Sao thé?” Yukawa héi. “Mat t6i dinh gi a?”

“Khong,” Kusanagi lic dau. “Cau... khong, ti c6 viéc nho cdy phé gido
st Yukawa cda treong dai hoc Teito. Losi nhor cdy véi tw cach mét diéu tra
vién thudc doi diéu tra s6” 1, cong an thu do.”

Yukawa 12y lai v& nghiém tdc. Anh dwa ngén tay stra lai vi tri cia mét
kinh. “T61 nghe day.”
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Kaoru dirng lai treée cdnh ctra. Khong c6 gi thay ddi, trén d6 van gin tAm
bién dé “Anzu House”. Nhwng Kusanagi cho biét, 16p hoc khau ghép vai
hau nhw dang trong tinh trang mé ctra ma khong lam viéc.

Thay Kusanagi gat dau, Kaoru bAm chudng goi ctira. Cho> mot lat khong
thay phan h'6i, c6 dat ngoén tay 1én nit bAm dinh nhan thém [an nira. Pling
lic &Yy thi c6 ti€ng dap. “Vang.” Ping l1a giong ndi cia Ayane.

“Tdi1 1a Utsumi cta cong an thu d6.” Kaoru ghé lai gan mic néi. C6 c&
ging khong d& hang x6m xung quanh nghe tha'y.

“A... ¢d Utsumi. C6 chuyén gi th&?” Tiéng trd 1&i vong ra sau mot
thoang im lang.

“Qua that toi c6 viéc mudn hoi. Cé dwoe khong a?” Lai im éng. Kaoru
hinh dung trong dau diéu b suy tw cia Ayane & bén kia dién thoai ctra.

“T6i hiéu. To6i m& cira day.”

Kaoru va Kusanagi nhin nhau. Anh hoi ngwdc 1én. C6 ti€ng md khda,

sau d6 canh cra dworc mo ra.



Ayane cé vé hoi ngac nhién khi trong tha'y Kusanagi. C6 1€ cd twdng
Utsumi dé€n mdt minh.

Kusanagi nhin xudng Ayane, cti dau chao. “Xin 16i vi dwong dot.”

“C6 ca anh Kusanagi a?” Ayane n& nu cuoi. “Xin moi vao.”

“Khong, thye ra thi...” Kusanagi néi. “Maoi ¢6 di cung ching toi dé€n tru
s& Meguro.”

Nu cuwoi trén khudn mit Ayane bién mat. “Dén chd cong an a?”

“Vang. Ching t6i mudn tw ti hdi chuyén cd & s¢. Thuc ra thi ¢6 mot s6
ndi dung hoi nhay cam.”

Ayane nhin Kusanagi bing 4nh nhin nhw da tha'u sudt. Kaoru ciing theo
4nh méit d6 nhin sang khudn mit cia cdng an dan anh. Trong 4nh mét anh
c6 ndi budn, luyén tiéc va ca s thwong x6t. Chic anh ciing mudn Ayane
bi€t minh da dén day v&i quyét tim rat lon.

“Th& a,” ¢ dap. Poi mét da tré lai nét dju dang. “N&u vAy thi toi s& di.
Nhwng t6i can chiit thoi gian chuan bj nén hai ngwoi c6 the doii trong nha
dwore khong? Téi khong thodi mai néu d€ nguoi khac dgii bén ngoai.”

“T6i hi€u. Vay ching t6i xin phép.” Kusanagi tra 1o1.

“Xin moi,” Ayane lai mé rong cira.

Bén trong can phong da dwoc don sach sé. C6 the tha’y mdt s& @6 dac va
dung cu da thay do6i. Nhuwng chiéc ban 1on kiém ban thao tac dat chinh gitra
cin phong van con nguyén.

“C0 khong treo tdAm tham d6 a?”” Kusanagi nhin 1€n twong.

“Mai toi van chwa c6 thoi gian.” Ayane dép.

“Thé 4. Hoa tiét Ay ra't tuyét, tdi nghi treo 1én thi dep 14m. Gidng nhu

thi€t k& co trong cudn sich tranh vaiy.”



Ayane van mim cw¢i, nhin ngwece lai anh. “Cam on.”

Kusanagi chuyén 4nh mét ra ban cong.

“C0 mang hoa dén day a?”

Nghe anh héi, Kaoru ciing nhin theo. Pung la ¢6 nhirng bong hoa nhiéu
mau sic bén ngoai ctra so.

“Vang, chi mot phéan th6i.” Ayane trd 1oi. “T6i nho ngwoi bén cong ty
van chuyén mang dén.”

“Vay a. Co van twdi nwdce cho ching phai khong?” Kusanagi nhin
xudng. Ngay tredc ctra kinh ¢6 mét binh twdi co 1on.

“Vang. Binh twdi d6 gidp toi rat nhi€u. Cam on anh.”

“Khong c6 gi, cé ich nhw vay thi t6t.” Kusanagi quay lai nhin Ayane.
“Pwrng ban tdm dén chidng t6i, cd ¢ chuan bj di.”

“Vang,” Ayane git dau r'oi budc sang phong bén canh. Nhung cd quay
d4u lai tredre khi mé ctra.

“ba tim dwoc giroia?”’

“Y ¢b 147" Kusanagi hoi.

“C6 gi lién quan dén vu an... Sy that hodc chirng cr nao dé. Vi da tim
dwore diéu gi d6 nén t6i méi bi cong an goi di phai khéng?”

Kusanagi li€c nhanh sang Kaoru roi lai nhin Ayane. “Vang, dung 1a nhuw
vay.”

“T6i td mod 14m. Anh c6 th& cho t6i biet da tim dworc gi khdng? Hay 1a,
néu khong d&n chd cong an thi khong th€ cho toi biét?” Giong Ayane vui
vé nhur dang giuc gid anh k€ mdt cau chuyén thu vi.

Kusanagi hoi cup mét roi cat 1o sau mot thodng im ling.

“Pa rd cha't doc duwoc sip dit & dau. Tk nhiéu ddnh gid c6 tinh khoa



hoc, ¢6 th€ suy ludn d6 1a bén trong thiét bj loc nwoc, chdc chin 12 the"”

Kaoru quan sat ky khudn mat Ayane nhung bi€u cam ctia cd khong gon
chiit dao ddng. C6 tiép tuc nhin Kusanagi bang 4nh mét trong vit.

“Thé& a? Dt vao thiét bi loc nwdc d6?” Giong ndi ciing khong hé nao
nuing.

“Véan d@é la cach thirc cho cha't doc vao thi€t bi loc. Xét twr trang thdi clia
né thi chi ¢c6 mot cach. Va nhw vav da thu hep dwoc doi twong tinh nghi.
Chi con mot ngwoi.” Kusanagi chdm chd nhin Ayane. “Vi vy ching t6i
moi co di cung.”

D6i md Ayane hoi tng h'ong. Nhung nu cwoi trén moi van khong bién
mat.

“C6 chirng ctr cho thd’y cha't doc dwgc cho vao thiét bi loc khdong?”

“KE&t qua phan tich ti mi da phat hién thach tin. C6 diéu, chi nhw vay
khong th€ goi 1a chirng ctr. D sao, néu thi pham bd chat doc vao thi cling
phai tor mot nam trwedrc. Cha't doc d6 phat tac vao ding ngay xay ra vu an,
tirc 12 sud't mot nam thiét bj loc nwdrc khdng hé dwoe siv dung, thach tin dat
bén trong khong heé chay ra ngoai. D6 la diéu ¢an chirng minh.”

Do6i mi dai ciia Ayane lay dong. Kaoru nhin thd'y phan &ng d6 khi nghe
dén cum tr “mot nam trede”.

“Vay, ¢6 chirng minh dwgc khong?”

“C0 khong bat ngo nhi.” Kusanagi néi. “Thi pham dat cha't doc tir mot
nam triedre, Tan dau tién nghe suy ludn nay, toi con khong tin vao tai minh.”

“Toan chuyén bat ngo’ nén t6i khong kip th€ hién cam xuc.”

“Vay a.”

Kusanagi nhin Kaoru ra hiéu. C6 18y ra tt trong cdp ctia minh mot tii



ni-long.

Khoanh khéc d6, Tan dau tién nu cudi trén mdi Ayane vut tit. Cé vé cd
da nhan ra vat bén trong tui.

“Chéic chin cd biét day 1a cdi gi ding khong?” Kusanagi néi. “C4i lon
rong trede day cd van ding d€ twdi nede. Phan ddy c6 16 duoc tao biang
khoan.”

“Cai do, khong phai anh da bo...”

“T6i da gitr n6. Hon ntra con khong rira.” Kusanagi mim cwoii nhwng
ngay sau d6 quay lai vé nghiém tic. “C6 con nhé Yukawa khong? Nguwoi
ban 1a nha vat 1y hoc ctia t6i 'y. Toi dd nho' ciu Ay ki€m tra cdi lon rOng
nay & treong. Theo k&t ludn thi thach tin da dwoe tim thay. Hon nira, sau
khi nghién ctru cac thanh phian khac thi xdc minh dwoc 1a da c¢é nwde trong
thi€t bi loc & nha ¢d chdy qua. Toi vin nhé rd TAn cudi cling cdi lon nay
dwoc st dung. Co6 twdi nwde cho hoa & tang hai. Lic &y Wakayama Hiromi
dén nén viéc twdi bi gian doan. Sau Tan do, cdi lon nay khong con dwoc st
dung. B&i vi t6i da mua binh twdi. N6 dugc cho vao ngidn kéo ban cia t6i
va khong dwoc dung dé€n nwra.”

Ayane mé to méit ngac nhién. “Vi sao... anh lai cho n6 vao ngin ban?”

Nhung Kusanagi khong trd 1¢i. Thay vao d6, anh néi tiép bang giong
kim nén.

“Ti d6 c6 th€ wdc dodn, chic chén thach tin dwore dit trong thiét bi loc
nwde, vao ngay xady ra vu an, nwdce tw thi€t bi loc ¢ chira lwgng thach tin
du d€ gay ra cdi chét ngay 14p tiec. Thém vao d6, nhi€u chirng c khac cho
tha’y thach tin dwoe cho vao d6 tir mot nam trwede. Co th€ lam viée Ay, hon
nira, con co the gite khong cho ai stt dung thi€t bi loc su6t mot nam, thi chi

¢6 mdt ngwoi duy nhat.”



Kaoru hoi ngwdce 1én, cham chd quan sat Ayane. Nghi pham ¢6 khudn
mit xinh dep cup mét xudng, mim moi. Tuy van con du 4m nu cwdi nhung
vé sang trong von c¢6 dan dan 16 nét u budn gidng nhw vang mit trdi sap
lan.

“Cau chuyén chi ti€t t6i s€ ndi & tru s¢.” Kusanagi k&t luan.

Ayane ngudce 1én. Co thd mot hoi dai, nhin th?ing Kusanagi roi gat dau.

“T6i hi€u roi. Nhwng cé thé doi toi mot chit khong?”

“Khong sao ca. Co cr tw tr chuan bi.”

“Khong chi ¢6 viéc &y. T6i mudn twdi hoa. Von toi cling dang lam dé.”

“A... vay thi xin moi ¢d.”

Xin 13i, Ayane néi vi mé ctra ra ban cdng. Nhic binh twdi 1én, cd bit

dau chidm rai twdi nwde bang hai tay.
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Hoém do minh ciing twoi nwoc nhw thé nay - Ayane nhé lai chuyén cach day
khodng mot ndm. D6 1a ngay c6 dwoc Yoshitaka cho biét mot sy that nhan
tm. Vwra nghe anh néi, ¢c6 vira ddm dam nhin hoa pang-xé trong bon. Loai
hoa ma ngwoi ban than cda cd, Tsukui Junko, yéu thich. Vi th& ¢6 &y 18y
bit danh la “Kocho SUMIRE”. B¢ la tén khéc ctia hoa pang-xé.

L'an dau cd gdp Junko 1a & mdt hiéu sach tai London. Ayane dang tim
thi€t k& khau ghép vai. Co v&i tay d€n mot cudn sach tranh thi mot cd gai
khdac cling cham vao né. C6 &y la ngwoi Nhat, ¢ vé hon Ayane vai tuoi.

C6 va Junko ngay 14p tirc hop nhau va hen nhat dinh gap lai khi vé
nwde. Loi hen d6 da dwoe thye hién. Khong bao 1au sau khi Ayane dén thi
do6 thi Junko cling xua't hién & Tokyo.

Ho déu c6 cdng viéc riéng nén khéng c6 nhiéu thoi gian gdp go nhwng
d61 v&i Ayane, Junko 1a nguoi ban ¢d ¢6 the tin twdng. Twong tw, cd ty tin
minh ciing 1a ngwoi ban nhw vay ddi voi Junko. Junko kém giao thiép hon

so voi Ayane.



Ngay no, Junko néi mudn co di gdp mot nguoi.

D6 1a giam ddc cong ty phat hanh phim hoat hinh trgc tuyé€n do cd tao
hinh nhan vat chinh.

“Sau khi trao dGi V€ cdc san pham lién quan dé€n nhéin vét, t& ndi c6 ban
la chuyén gia khau ghép vai va anh 2y bao nha't dinh mudn gdp cau. Hoi
phién mot chdt nhwng céu di cuing t& mot Ian dwoc khong?”

Trén dién thoai, Junko nho ¢6 v&i vé ngai ngan. Ayane nhan loi. Co
khong c6 1y do nao d€ tw choi.

Thé 1a Ayane va Mashiba Yoshitaka gidp nhau. Yoshitaka 1a nguwoi dan
ong ¢6 strc hdp dan manh liét. Bi€u cam khi thé€ hién suy nghi ctia anh ra‘t
phong pht, 4nh mét tran ngap ti tin. Anh con thanh thao ky thuat khoi goi
d€ nguoi khac néi chuyén. D&€n mirc chi sau vai phit tro chuyén véi anh 1a

¢6 the€ ngd nhan minh ciling gidi an noi.

Sau khi tam biét, Ayane budt miéng néi “mdt nguoi tuyét voi nhi”. “Pung
khong?” Junko cwdi vui vé ddp lai. Khodnh khic nhin thdy bi€u cdm A,
Ayane da nhén ra cdm xuc ctia Junko d6i voi Yoshitaka.

Luic d6 minh da khong x4c nhan, biy gior Ayane van con 4n han. Chi mot
lovi thoi, “hai ngwoi dang hen ho a?”, n€u ¢ chiu hodi thi t6t bi€t bao. Co6
khong hoi nén Junko ciing khong néi gi.

Y twédng dwa tranh ghép vai vio san pham clia nhan vat hoat hinh cudi
cung bi hiy bd. Vi vay Yoshitaka tryc ti€p goi dién cho cd. Noi dung cudc
no6i chuyén 12 xin 16i vi da 1am c¢6 mit thoi gian. Lic d6, anh néi mudn
so'm dworc moi ¢6 di an.

Co twong d6 chi la cau ndi xa giao nhung chang bao l1au sau anh goi dén



moi cO that. Hon thé’, dwa vao cich néi cha Yoshitaka, cé th€ dodn anh
khong goi cho Junko. Do d6, Ayane nghi hai ngwoi d6 hién khong hen ho
v&i nhau.

Co di an cung Yoshitaka v&i tAm 1y hét siec vui vé. Thoi gian chi ¢6 hai
ngwoi bén nhau thyce sy thd vi d&n mic khong the so sanh v&i Ian truede do.

Tinh cam Ayane danh cho Yoshitaka mau chéng 1on 1én. B'ong thoi, ¢6
va Junko dan tr& nén xa cach. Vi da bié€t Junko ciling bi Yoshitaka thu huit
nén khong hiéu sao Ayane ngai viéc lién lac.

L'an gdp Junko sau d6 vai thang, Ayane ngac nhién nhin ban. Co &y gay
xop di, 1an da nitt né. C6 lo 14ng hdi thim sitc khde c6 van dé gi hay khong
nhung Junko chi n6i minh van on.

Trong ldc ca hai thong béo tinh hinh gan diy v&i nhau, Junko dan dan
twoi tinh hon. Thé r'6i, khi Ayane dinh néi ra chuyén véi Yoshitaka, vé mat
Junko ba't ngo’ thay doi.

“Cau sao vay?” Co tht héi. Junko dap “khong c6 gi” r'oi dieng ddy luon.
C6 n6i minh phai vé vi nhé ra ¢é viée gap.

Khong hié€u 1y do nhung Ayane danh tién Junko Ién taxi. R6t cudc, dd
chinh la Tan vinh bi€t c6 2.

Nim ngay sau, mdt buu phadm dwoc chuyén d&n chd Ayane. Bén trong
chiéc hop nhd 12 tdi ni-16ng chita chit bot mau tring. Bén ngoai tii dé
“Asen (c6 ddc)” bing biit da. Ngwoi giti 13 Junko.

Cam thay ky la, c6 1ién goi dién. Nhwng khong k&t n6i dwoc voi dién
thoai cta Junko. Co6 lo lﬁng nén dén tan chung cw cua ban. Pap vao mét c6
la quang canh cidn phong dang bi cong an kham xét. Phong vién tu tép

quanh dé cho bi€t chtl nhan can phong da udng thudc ddc ty sat.



Quad sdc, Ayane khong nhé ndi sau d6 minh da bwdc dé€n dau, nhw thé’
nao. Lic nhan ra thi ¢6 da vé d&€n phong cia minh. Mt [an ntra, ¢6 nhin lai
mon @6 nhan dwoc tir Junko.

Trong khi suy nghi vé thdong di€p cua nd, mdt y nghi chot 16e 1€n. Lan
cudi cung gip Junko, cd &y dd nhin chdm cham vao dién thoai di dong cta
Ayane. Ayane 13y dién thoai cia minh ra xem. Trén d6 c6 day deo dién

thoai d61 c6 mua cung Yoshitaka.

Phai chiang Junko ty sdt vi nhan ra m&i quan hé cia Ayane va Yoshitaka?
Suy nghi chaalng lanh &y lan réng trong I'd6ng ngwc Ayane. N&u chi & mirc
tinh cdm don phwong thi khdng 1y nao Junko lai chét. C6 nghia la c6 &y da
c6 quan hé siu sic v&i Yoshitaka.

Ayane khong the di gdp cong an. Ciling khong th€ xuat hi€n trong ddm
tang ctia Junko. C6 so si thit sé bi phoi bay khi nghi ring minh d3 d'6n ban
dén viéc tu sat.

Ciing voi 1y do d6, cd khdng c6 can ddm hoi Yoshitaka véE chuyén vi
Junko. T4t nhién, ¢6 ciling ¢ s¢ m&i quan hé v&i anh s€ d6 vo néu lam nhw
vay.

Mot thoi gian sau, Yoshitaka d€ nghi voi ¢6 mdt diéu ky la. Hai ngwoi
s€ xua't hién ri€ng bi€t @ mot buodi ti€c xem mat, lam ra vé quen nhau & do.
Anh néi muc dich 1a “d€ giai tda phién phirc”.

“Nhitng nguwdi ranh rang trong thé” gidi nay chic chén s& hdi duyén c&
gap go nguoi yéu ding khong? Anh khong mudn bi hdi han da the vé
chuyén dé. N&u la bira ti€c xem mat thi cau chuyén ra't don gian.”

C6 nghi, néu chi nhw vay thi c k€ chuyén d6 la xong, khong can thiét
phai tham gia btra ti€c trong thuc t€, nhwng Yoshitaka thdm chi muén c6

nhan chirng 1a Ikai. C6 th€ néi hanh x& triét d€ nhw vay ding la ki€u cua



anh, nhung Ayane nghi ngo anh thwc chdt mudn xéa sach hinh dnh cuia
Junko trong quéd khir. C6 di€u, c6 chi ngo vec ma khoéng néi ra. Co xud't
hién & bira tiéc diing nhw ¥ anh, dién vé “cudc gip go kich tinh” ding trinh
ty da trao doi.

Sau d6, mdi quan hé cua hai ngwoi ti€n trién thudn logi. Nra ndm sau
bwra tiéc xem mat, Ayane dwoc Yoshitaka cau hon.

Dau ngdp tran trong cam gidc hanh phic, c6 mot niém nghi ngo mdi
ngay mot 1on 1én trong long Ayane. T4t nhién 1a chuyén vé Junko. Tai sao
6 Ay lai trr sdt? Mdi quan hé véi Yoshitaka dién ra thé nao?

Vira mudn bi€t sy that lai vira khong mud6n, hai chiéu suy nghi &y thay
nhau bta vay c6. Trong khi d6, ngay cwdi cia ¢6 va Yoshitaka ciing dén
gan.

Mot ngay no, Yoshitaka thong bao mot dieéu gay s6c. Khong, phia anh c6
1€ khong nghi minh dang néi di€u gi khinh sud't d€n vay. Anh né1 di€u nay
bang giong nhe ténh.

“Sau khi k&t hon, anh s€ chia tay n€u chung ta khong c6 con trong vong
mot nam.”

Ayane khong tin vao tai minh. C6 khong ngo’ lai dwoc nghe vé chuyén ly
hon trong khi ho con chwa 18y nhau.

C6 nghi d6 1a mot ki€u ndi dua nhuwng ¢6 vé khong phai nhw vay.

“Tw xwa anh da nghi nhw vdy. Thoi han 1a mot ndm. N&u khong tranh
thai thi hdu hét cac cdp v chong déu c6 con. Néu khong thi nhiéu kha
nang la mét trong hai ngwoi ¢ van dé. Anh da ki€m tra roi va khéng co
van deé gi het.”

Nghe anh néi, Ayane s&n gai 6¢ toan than. C6 dam dam nhin anh va hai.



“Anh cling n6i nhw vay v&i Junko a?”

“Ha?” Anh mét Yoshitaka lac vao khodng khong. Hi€m khi thay anh 16
vé b1 roi.

“Xin anh tra loi that. Anh cling da hen ho vé&i Junko phai khong?”

Yoshitaka nhiu may vé kho chiu. Nhwng anh khong lang tranh. Tuy to vé
ra’t kh6 chiu nhwng anh van dép, “Pung vay.”

“Anh cr twdng s€ bj 10 sdm hon. Vi anh doan triede, em hoédc Junko,
mot trong hai s€ néi vé chuyén nay véi anh.”

“Anh bét c4 hai tay?”

“Khong phai vay. Lic bit dau hen hd v&i em thi anh da chia tay v&i
Junko. Anh khong néi d61.”

“Anh da n6i gi trede khi chia tay?” Ayane dam dam nhin ngwoi ch'ong
teong lai. “Khoéng th€ két hon voi ngeoi phu nir khong sinh dwoc con...
anh c6 noi thé’ khong?”

Yoshitaka nhun vai.

“Tw ngtr thi khac nhung y thi ding dd’y. Anh néi vE€ thoii gian gidi han.”

“Thoi gian gidi han...”

“Co Ay da 34 tudi roi. Khong tranh thai nhung ching c6 vé gi 12 s& mang
thai. B¢ 1a lic te bd.”

“Vi thé&” anh chon em?”

“Khong dugc sao? Hen hd v&i ngudi khong ¢6 kha ning thi ching ¥
nghia gi. Anh chi trerong khong l1am nhirng viéc vo ich nhw vay.”

“Tai sao anh gidu em dén tan bay gio?”

“Vi anh nghi khong can thi€t. Lic nay anh da néi r'oi, anh bi€t ki€u gi

cling 16 ra. Anh dinh lic d6 s€ giai thich v&i em. Anh khong phan b6i em



hay Iwa d6i em.”

Ayane quay lung lai phia Yoshitaka, c6 nhin xuéng lu6ng hoa. Nhirng
bong ping-xé lot vao mét c¢d. Loai ping-xé ma Junko yéu thich. Vira nhin
ching ¢6 vira nh¢ dé€n Junko. Nghi dén sy thd't vong ctia ban, Ayane suyt
roi nwdre mit.

Sau khi bi Yoshitaka bd roii, chic chin Junko ludn c6 cam gidc khong the
cha’p nhan. C6 gap Ayane v&i tAim trang 4y va nhan ra mdi quan hé cta c6
v&i Yoshitaka nho' méc treo dién thoai. C6 quyét dinh tir vAn vi qud soc
nhung trirge khi chét van mudn chuyén 161 nhin d&n Ayane. Chinh 1a chd
thach tin &y. Nhung khong phai c6 han vi bi cwdp mat nguoi yéu. D6 1a
mot 1011 canh béo.

V&i Ayane, Junko 12 ngwdi duy nhit bi€t 16 tAt cA moi ndi mudn phién.
Chuyén khoéng cé hy vong cé con do bat thwong veé di truyén c¢o cling chi
néi v&i Junko. Vi vay, cO thdy tredc Ayane ciing s€ bi Yoshitaka virt bo
trong twong lai gan.

“Em c6 nghe anh n6i khong da’y?” Yoshitaka noi.

Co6 quay lai.

“Em dang nghe ma. Em vin nghe sud't diy thoi.”

“Vay ma em phan (rng chdm nhi?”

“Em chi hoi loe d&nh mot chiit.”

“Lor d&nh? Khong giong em 14m nhi.”

“Bé&i vi em dang ngac nhién.”

“Th€ sao? Chaamg phdi em biét r6 nhirng k& hoach trong cudc doi cua
anh a?”

Yoshitaka néi vé quan di€m hon nhan cia minh. Pai khai 1a n€u khong



co con thi cugc hon nhan khong c6 y nghia.

“Nay Ayane, tom lai em con gi bd't man nao? Em da ¢6 moi thir ma em
mudn. TA't nhién, né€u em van cdn nguyén vong gi thi c néi. Viéc gi lam
dwoc anh sé 1am. Pung lo 14ng khong dau nita, nghi vé cudc sdng méi di.
Hay la em c¢6 lya chon nao khac?”

Anh hoan toan khong hi€u minh da lam ton thwong tinh cdm cia ngwoi
yéu dén mirc nao. Ping 12 nho' ¢ sy hd tro cia anh, Ayane da thyc hién
dwoc ra't nhiéu mo wéc. Nhwng xac dinh s€ ly hon sau mdt nam thi sao con
c6 the nghi vé cudc sdng hon nhan truedc mét nira?

“Nay, em xdc nhan mdt diéu th6i dwgc khong? Du véi anh ¢é the 1a
chuyén v& van.” Ayane hdi Mashiba. “Tinh yéu danh cho em? Thé& nao
roi?”

Cau hoéi d6 c6 nghia la, phai chang anh vt bd Junko d€ chon cd don
gian chi vi mu6n cé con chir khong phai vi tinh yéu?

Anh tra 101 ngay du 16 vé bdi r6i. “Khong c6 gi thay doi.” Hon nira, anh
con ti€p tuc. “Anh cé the khaalng dinh diéu d6. Tinh cam d61 véi em khong
c6 gi thay doi.”

Ayane da ha quyét tdm khi nghe nhirng 1o nay. C6 s€ 18y anh. Nhwng
khong don gidn vi mudn song cling anh. C6 mudn can bang tim 1y 13n 16n
hai th tinh cAm twong phan cia minh la tinh yéu va long thu hén.

Em sé & bén anh voi tw cdch ngwoi vor. Hon niga, ngwoi ndm giit van
ménh ctia anh la em. C6 da xac dinh mot cudc séng hén nhan nhw thé”. B6
la cudc s6ng tri hoan sy trieng phat danh cho anh.

Co rat cang thging khi cho thach tin vao thié€t bi loc nwdc. Thé nay thi
khong ai dwoe lai gan can bép. Dong thoi, cd lai thdy vui vi da chi phdi

dwoc Yoshitaka.



Co s€ thwong xuyén ngdi & s6-pha nhirng ldc anh ¢ nha. Mu6n di vé
sinh hofic vio nha tim ciing cih than chon diing lic anh khong thé lai gan
can bep.

Sau khi k&t hon anh van rat dju dang. La mot ngwoi chong khong c6 gi
phai phan nan. Chi can tinh cam cua anh khong thay doi, Ayane sé€ khong
d€ ai c6 th€ dén gén thi€t bi loc. Nhirng gi anh lam v&i Junko 1a khdng thé
tha thr nhung n€u anh khong d6i x* véi minh nhw vay thi mai mai song
thé nay ciing dwoc. D1 véi Ayane, cudc sdng hon nhan 1a chudi ngay lién
tuc ctru mang ngwoi ch'ong ding trén gia treo 0.

Nhung ta't nhién, cd khong ky vong Yoshitaka chiu tir bd mong mudn c6
con. Vao lic nhén ra quan hé ciua anh v&i Wakayama Hiromi, c6 biét thoi
diém phai dén da dén.

T&1 hdm to chirc bira tiéc tai nha c¢6 mat vor chdng Ikai, Yoshitaka da
tuyén bd’ chia tay. Giong di€u hét strc thyec €.

“Anh nghi em ciing biét, sip d&n thoi han r6i. Anh mudn em chuin bj
roi khoéi day.”

Ayane hoi mim cuwoi. Co tra 1ovi anh.

“Trude d6, em c¢6 mdt nguyén vong duy nha't.”

“Gi vay?” Anh hdi. C6 vira néi vira nhin siu vio mét ch'ong:

“Tt mai, em mudn ving nha khoang hai, ba ngay. Em hoi lo 1ing néu d€
anh & nha mdt minh.”

“Em ndéi gi th&?” Anh cuoi. “Khdng sao dau. Anh & mdt minh ciing
dwoc.”

“Vay 2,” Ayane gat dau. D6 1a khoanh khéc viéc gidi ctru anh két thiic.
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Quén bar d6 ndm dudi mit dd't. M& ctra ra 1 thid'y quiy rwou, siu trong
cung ¢ ba chi€c ban x€p canh nhau. Kusanagi va Yukawa ng6i & gh€” sat
trong.

“Xin 16i vi d@&n mudn.” Kaoru cdi ddu chao roi ng'di vao gh& bén canh
Kusanagi.

“Ké&t qua thé’ nao?”” Kusanagi hai.

Kaoru gat manh dau.

“Tin t6't. Tim thdy cing mot thir.”

“Thé a.” Kusanagi mé to mat.

Ho mang cdi lon & kho chira tai nha cha me Tsukui Junko d&n SPring-8,
te d6 phat hién cung loai thach tin dwg'c dung d€ sat hai Mashiba Yoshitaka.
Téi cho ché thach tin nhédn dwoc qua dwong bwu dién tir Junko vao thiét bi

loc nwoc. Loi khai cia Mashiba Ayane cang dwore cling ¢6'.

“Thé& nao ma chung ta ciing k€t thuc vu nay thuan lgi1.” Yukawa noi.



“Pung vay. Nao, Utsumi cting dén roi, cham coc ti€p di.”

Kusanagi goi phuc vu ban va yéu cau sam-panh.

“Dui sao thi, Tan nay da dwgc ciu gidp do. Cam on. Hom nay tdi moi,
udng hét minh nhé.”

Yukawa nhiu may.

“Khong phéi ‘Tan nay’, ‘Tdn nay cling’ chir nhi? Hon ntra, t6i ¢c6 cam
giac ngwoi minh hop tac khéng phai cdu ma la Utsumi.”

“Th& nao cling dworce, ti€u ti€t qua. Nao, sim-panh dé€n roi, cham cdc
thoi.”

Theo nhip h6 cua Kusanagi, ba ngwoi cung ly voi nhau.

“Nhwng nay, cau gitr ky mén d6 nhi.” Yukawa néi.

“M6n do la sao?”

“Céi lon rong Mashiba Ayane dung d€ twdi cay. Cau gitr lai n6 con gi?”

“A, cdi @6 ha?” Kusanagi ciii xudng, v& mit kém vui.

“T6i biét ciu twdi ciy thay cho phu nhan nhwng khong bié€t cdu mua ca
binh twdi. Thé cling dwore nhwng sao con gitr lai vat 4y? Utsumi ndi cau cat
no trong ngan ban.”

Kusanagi li€c nhanh sang Kaoru. Cd danh mét sang hwdng khic.

“Cai d¢ la... linh cam.”

“Linh cam? Linh cam cuia canh sat hinh sy 8y a?”

“Ping vady. Khong bié€t né ¢6 trd thanh vat chirng hay khong nén khong
the’ vt @6 bura bai cho dén khi vy an dwgc giai quyét. D6 1a ky luat thép
trong di€u tra.”

“Hem. Ky luit thép co ddy.” Yukawa nhin vai roi dwa sim-panh Ién

miéng. “Toi cr twdng ciu gitr né lam ky niém gi chir.”



“Y cdu 12 sa0?”
“Khong, chéng co gi.”

“T61 hai tién sinh mot cau dworc khdong?” Kaoru néi.

“Xin moi.”

“Tai sao tién sinh nhan ra thd doan giy an d6? N&u bdo la tinh co thi toi
tha’y khong thuy€t phuc.”

Yukawa thd danh thwot.

“Néu bado la y nghi chot dén thi khong phai. N6 ndy ra sau rat nhiéu
quan sat va suy nghi. Cai dau tién tdi d€ y Ia tinh trang cta thi€t bi loc
nwdre. Toi vaAn nhé vi tw minh quan sét, né rd rang bam dAy bui, rat l4u
khong dwoc dung téi.”

“T6i bi€t. Chinh vi th&’ mdi khong hi€u dwore cach bd chat doe.”

“Nhung, toi ty hoi tai sao lai ¢6 tinh trang ay? Theo 1o k€ cua cd, phu
nhéin tao &n twong la ngwoi v cing can than. Thyc t&, ¢c6 hwdng sy nghi
ngo vao co Ay la vi nhitng ly sim-panh d€ & bén ngoai ding khong? Mot
ngwoi phu nir nhw vdy, du 1a bén dwdi bdn rira, binh thwong ciing s€ lau
sach dung khong?”

“ALL

“Sau do6 to1 nghi ti€p theé nay. Co khi nao la c6 tinh hay khong? C§ tinh
khong don dep. DB€ cho bui bam day. N&u th& thi muc dich 1a gi? Nghi dén
day thi t6i ndy ra y twedng ngwoce doi.”

Kaoru nhin vi hoc gia, khé 13c dau.

“Qua khong hd' danh.”

“Khong dén mirc phai khen ngei dau. Nhwng phu ntr dang so’ that da'y.

C6 th€ nghi ra dwoc thi thuit gy 4n dAy mau thuin va ba't hop 1y dén mikc
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ay.

“No6i dén mau thuin, Wakayama Hiromi quy€t dinh sinh con d&y.”

Yukawa ddp lai co bang 4nh mét ngac nhién.

“Toi lai khong nghi d6 1a mau thuin dau. Mudn sinh con khong phai 1a
ban nang cda phu ntr a?”

“Nguoi khuyén co &y sinh 1a Mashiba Ayane.”

Nghe Kaoru néi, bieu cam ctia nha vat 1y hoc khyng lai mdt thoang. Sau
d6 anh lai ttr ton 1dc déu.

“Chuyén d6 thi... qua 12 mau thuin. Khong th€ hiéu dwoc.”

“P6 mai la phu ni.”

“Puing that. Du sao thi, [An nay gidi quy€t dwoc vu an dya vao ly luan
qua la gan nhe mot ky tich. C4u c¢6 nghi...” Yukawa dinh néi ti€p voi
Kusanagi nhwng dét nhién dung lai.

Kaoru ciing nhin sang bén canh. Kusanagi guc dau vé phia trwdc, anh da
ngu guc.

“Cung v&i ldc pha dugc tdi 4c hoan hdo, trdi tim ciu ta cling tan vo.
Kiét strc 1a dwong nhién. Cho ciu &y nghi mét chat di.”

Yukawa nghiéng ly ruou.
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